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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 


His Excellency Sir Thomas George RrTHERFORi), K.c.s.i., c.i.*. 


MEMBERS OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin, k.c.i.e., in charge of the Home 
(Civil Defence Co-ordination) Department. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SiHRWVARoy, in charge of the Department of 
Civil Supplies. 

The H oii’ble Mr. Tri.si Cii\.M)Ha Gosvvami, in charge of the Finance 
Department. 

The* Hon'ble Mr T \Mi/.ri)i)iN Kha-n, in charge of the Education 
Department, 

The Hon’ble Mr. IUrada Pho.sanna Pain, in < liarge of the De]>artinent 
of Coinin unicat ions and Works. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Mr azzamuhdin Hosa/n, in charge 
of the Department of Agriculture (Rural Reconstruction). 

The Hon’ble Mr. Tar\k N.ath MrKKHJE\, m.h.k., in charge of the 
Revenue Department (Evacuation and Relief). 

The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruff Ho.ssain, Khan Baliadur, in charge 
of the Judicial and I^egislative Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr, Khwaja SnAiunrDDiN, r.n.K., in charge of the Depart- 
ments of Commerce, Labour and Industries (including Postwar 
Reconstruction). 

The Hon’ble Mr. Premiiahi B.akma, in charge of the Forests and Excise 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad, in charge of 
the Department of Public Health and Local Self-Government. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PruN Boiaky Mullick, in charge of the Publicity 
Department. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JoiiKNDRA Nath Mandal, in charge of the Co-operv 
tive Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department. 




BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 


PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY. 

Spkaker. 

The Hou’ble Mr. Syed Navsher Ali. 

DePI'TY SPE-iKER. 

Sted Jalali'ddin Hashemt, Esq. 

Skchetary. 

Ali Afzal, Ksq.. Barrister-at-law. 

ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 

A 

Abdul Aziz, Maiilana Md. [Narayangunj Fast (Muhaiinuadan).] 

Abdul Hafiz, Md. Mirza. (Tangail West (Muhanuuadan). ) 

Abdul Hafiz M ia, Mr. [Kuriffrnm South (Muhammadan).) 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi. [MyrneiiKingli West (Muliamniadan). ] 

Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Maulvi Md. [Munshiguiij (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Halim Molla, Mr, Muhammad. [Nadia West (Muhammadan).) 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. ( Pabna West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvi. ( Kishoreprauj North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. ( Hinajpur Central East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Jabbar Taiwan, Mr. Md. [dainalpur North (Muhammadan).] 
Abdul Kader, Mr. [Tatuakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Karim, Mr. [Jamalpur r\nn Muktagacha (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. [Manikganj West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi. (Mymensingh North (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. [Nadia East (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. [Bakargauj West (Muhammadan).] 

Abdul Wabed, Maulvi. [Mymensingh East (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdulla-Al Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 

•Abdur Rabman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. [24-Parganas Nortb-Eaat 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. (Muslim Chamber of Commerce.) 


*Par)i«m6ntAi7 SccFcUry. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Abdiir Easheed^ Maulvi Md. [Birbhmn (Muhammadan).] 

Abdur Raachid Mahmood, Mr. [Serajganj North (Muhammadan).] 
AMlir Hauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi S. [Howrah (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah. [Rangpur South (Muhammadan).] 
Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. [Foni tMuhammadan).] ' 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. [Dacca North Central (Muhammadan).] 
Abidur Reza Ohowdhury, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chandpur West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi, [Gaibandha North (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Fazl, Mr. Muhammad. [Madaripur West (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hashiin, Maulvi. [Burdwan (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. [Netrokona North (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Masud, Maulvi Kazi. [Nator (Muhammadan).] 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. [Hooghly (Muhammadan).] 

Acharyya Clioudhury, Maharaja Saahi Kanta, of Mukiagacha, Mymensingh. 
(Dacca Landholders.) 

Aftab All, Mr. (Water Transport Trade Union.) 

Ahmed AH Enayelpuri, Khan Bahadur Maulana. fdhenidah (Muham- 
madan).] 

Ahmed Ali Mridhu, Maulvi. (Goalundo (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. [Gaibandha South (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. [Noakhali South (Muhammadan). j 
Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi [Midnapore (Muhammadan).] 
Aminullali, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Noakhali Central (Muhammadan).] 
Amir AH Mia, Maulvi Md. [Rajshahi South (Muhammadan).] 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. [Chittagong South (Muhammadan).] 
Asimuddin Aliuied, Mr. [Tippera Central (Muhammadan).] 

Aulad Hossuin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. (Manikganj East (Muham- 
madan).] 

Azhar AH, Maulvi. [ Pubuu East (Muhammadan).] 


B 

Badrudduja, Mr. Syed. jBerlunupore (Muhammadan’).] 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. | Burdwan Nt>rth-AVest ((ieneral).] 
Banerjee. Mr. Sibiiath. { Howrali (Registered Factories).] 

Banerjee, Dr. Suresh Chandra. [Calcutta and Suburbs (Registered 
Factories). ] 

Banerji, Mr. I*. | t^4-Purgana.s North-West (General).] 

Banerji, Mr. Satya Priya. [Rajshahi (General).] 

Barat Ali, Mr. Mohammad. (Serajganj Central (Muhammadan).] 

Barma, the Hon'ble Mr. Premhari. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. [Rangpur (General).] 

Barman, Babu Sbyamu Prosad. [Dinajpur (General).] 

Banuau, Mr. ITpendra Nath. [Jalpaigiiri cum Siiiguri (Gfeneral).] 



ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEES. ▼ 

Basu. Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Calcutta North (General).] 

Basu, Mr. San tosh Kumar. [Calcutta East (General).] 

Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. (Anglo-Indian Constituency.) 

Bhoi^rmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. (Midnapore East (General).] 

Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. [Hooghly cum Howrah (European).] 

Biswas, Babu Lakshnii Narayan. [Nadia (General).] 

•Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. [dessore (General).] 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. [Faridpur (General).] 

Bose, Mr. Sarat Chandra. [Calcutta South (General).] 

C 

•Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. [Hangpur (General).] 

Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Nara>an. [Bogra cum Pabna (General).] 
Cbattopadhyay. Mr. Haripada. [Nadia (General).] 

Chaudhuri, liai Harendra Nath. | *J4-Pargana.s Municipal (Geneinl).] 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Clark, Mr. 1. A. [Burdwan Division (European).] 

0 

Das, Babu Radha Nath. (Hooghls North-East ((ieneral).] 

•Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Cliandra. [ ‘J4-Parganas North-West (General).] 
Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. [Murshidabad (General). | 

Das, Mr. Mononiohan. [Myniensingh Ea.st (General). | 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. (Birbliuni (General), j 

Das Gupta, Ba))U Khageudra Nath. [Jalpaiguri rum Siliguri ((ieneral).] 
Das Gupta. Dr. J. M. [Calcutta Ontral (General).] 

Das Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. | Bakarganj South- We.st (General).] 
Datta, Mr. Dhireudra Nath. (Tippera (General).] 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. [Jhurgrain rum Ghatal (General).] 

Dutt, Mr. Sukuinar. [Hooghly South-West (General).] 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. [Calcutta General (Women).) 

Dutta Muzunular. Mr. Niharendu. | Barrackpore (Begistered Factories).] 


E 

Ed'bar, Mr. ITpendranath. [Bakarganj South-West (General).] 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. [Kurigrani North (Muhammadan). | 

F 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. jJangipur (Muhammadan).] 

Farhat Bano Khanam, Begum. [Dacca (Muhammadan) Women.] 

Faalul Huq, Mr. A. K. [Patuakhali North (Muhammadan).] 

Faslul Qadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Chittagong North-West (Muham- 
madan). ] • 

Fazlur Eabman, Mr. [flamalpur East (Muhammadan).] 

•Faalur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca University.) 




^ ALPHABETICAlL list of membebs, 

c 

Ganguly, Mr. Pratul Chandra. [East Bengal Municipal (General).] 
Ghoae, Mr. Atul Krishna. [Jessore (General).] 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Jamalpur West (Muhammadan).] 

Gladding, Mr. D., c.i.e. [Bengal Chamber of Commerce.] 

Golam Babbani Ahammad, Maulvi. [Dinajpur Central West (Muham- 
madan).] 

Golem Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. [Ramganj cum Raipur (Muham- 
madan).] 

Gomes, Mr. R. A. [Dacca Division (Indian Christian).] 

Goswami, the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra. [Burdwan Division Korth 
Municipal (General).] 

Griffiths, Mr, C. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. [Calcutta South Central (General).] 

Gupta, Mr. d. N. [Railway Trade Union (Labour).] 

Gurung, Mr. Dumber Singh. [Darjeeling (General).] 

Oyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Al-Hadj. [Madaripur East (Muham- 
madan).] 

H 

Habibullah, Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacca. [Dacca Municipal (Muham' 
madan).] 

Hafizuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. [Thakurgaon (Muhammadan).] 
•Hamiduddin Ahmad, Kliftn Sahib. (Kishoreganj East (Muhammadan).] 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

Hasan Ali Chowdhury, Mr. Syed. [Tangail North (Muhammadan).] 
HasaiiUKzaman, Khan Sahib Maulvi Md. [Tippera South (Muhammadan).] 
Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Bakarganj North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Hasiua Murahed, Mrs., m.ij.k. [Calcutta (Muhammadan) Women.] 
Hnteraally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. [Pirojpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Haywood, Mr. Bogeys. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hendry, Mr. David. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hirtsel, Mr. M. A. F,, o.b.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

I 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Mr. [Malda South (Muhammadan).] 

Ispahani, Mr. M. A. H., m.b.e. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).] 

J 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Cox’s Bacar 
(Muhammadan).] 

Jalaluddin Hashem j, Mr. Syed. [Satkhira (Muhammadan).] 


'ParliameBtaryBeeretary. 




ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Jalaii, Mr. I. D. [Calcutta West (General).] 

Jasimuddin Abmed. Khan Bahadur Manlvi. [24-Pargaiiaa South (Muham* 
znadan).] 

Jonah Ali Majuiudar, Maulvi. [Chandpiir East (Muhammadan).] 

K 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. (Netrokona South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah Syed. [Murshidabad South- 
West (Muhammadan).] 

Kennedy, Mr. I. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Khaitan, Mr. Debi Prosad. (Indian Chamber of Commerce.) 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lull. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

•Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. [Malda (General).] 

Kundu, Mr. Ni‘<hitha Nath. [Dinajpur (General).] 

L 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh. (North Bengal Municipal ((ieneral).] 
t Leisk, Mr. John, [{’alcutta and Suburbs (Kuropean). ] 

M 

MacGregor, Mr. (i. G. (Indian Tea Association.) 

MacPhersou, Mr, G. P. |Kajshahi Division (European).] 

Mafizuddin Ahmed. Dr. [ Hogni North (Muhammadan). | 

•Matizuddin Ahmed, Klian Sahih Muulvi. [Tippera North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Maguire, Mr. L. T. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Mahtab, Maliarajadhiraja Bahadur I day (Miaiid, of Burdwun. (Burdwau- 
Central (General).] 

Maiti, Mr. Nikunja Behari. (Midnajiore South-East (General),] 

Maji, Mr. Adwuita Kumar. | Burdwan Central (ticncral).] 

Majumdaf, Mrs. Hemaprova. [Dacca (General) W)men.J 
Majumdar, Bahu Jnanendra Chandra, [ Mymen.^ingh East llural 
(General).] 

Mai, Mr. Iswar Chandra. (Midnapore South-West ((ieneral).] 

Mandal, Mr. Ainrita Lai. (Mymensingh West (General).] 

•Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. [Burdwan Nortfli-Weat (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. [Faridpur (General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. [Tippera (General).] 

Mandal, the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. (Bakarganj North-East 
(General).] 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. [Midnapore Central (General).] 

Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. (Rajshahi North (Muhammadan).] 
Mauiruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. [Chittagong South Central 
(Muhammadan).] 

Maqbul Hosain, Mr. [Tippera North-East (Muhammadan).] 


TarlUmentanr Secretary. 



vlil ALPHABETICAL LIST OF HEMBEES. 

Masud Ali Khan Panni, Al-Hadj Maulvi. [Tangail South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Miles, Mr. C. W. (Indian Tea Association.) 

♦Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. [Bogra West (Muhammadan).] 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. [Meherpur (Muhammadan).] 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad. (Calcutta University.) 

Morgan, Mr. 0., c.i.k. [Presidency Division (European).] 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi M. [Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. [Bhola North (Muhammadan).] 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Syed. [Pirojpur North (Muham- 
madan). I 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. [Noakhali North (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. [Bogra South (Muhammadan).] 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. [Kishoreganj South (Muhammadan).] 
Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur Dr. Syed. [Bankura (Muham- 
madan).] 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. [Barrackpore Municipal 
(Muhammadan). J 

Mukerjea, the Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath, m.b.k. (Burdwan Landholders’ 
Constituency.) 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayun. (Hooghly North-East.) 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. (Colliery (Coal Mines) (Labour).] 

Mukherji, Dr. H. C. [(hdcuttu cuw Presidency • Division (Indian 
Christian). ] 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. [Birbhuin ((lenerul).] 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. [Bankura West (General).] 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behari. (Khulna ((jeneral).J 
Mullick, the Ilon’hle Mr. Pulin Behary. [Howrah (General).] 
Musharrutf Hossain, the Hon’ble Nawab, Khan Bahadur, [dalpaiguri cuin 
Darjeeling (Muhanimudan). ] 

Mustagawsal ILupie, Mr. Syed. { Bagerhat (Muhumniadan).] 

Mustafa Ali Dewan, ^aulvi. | Brahmanbaria North (Muhammadan).] 

N 

Nandy, Maharaja Srischandra, of <h>ssimbay.ur. (Presidency liandholders.) 
♦Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. [Brahmanbaria South (Muluimmadan).] 
Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. ( 24-Pargana.s South-East (General).] 

Nausher Ali, the Hon'ble Mr. Syed. (Jessore Sadar (Muhammadan).] 
Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, k.c.i.e. [Calcutta North (Muham- 
madan).] 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. [Hooghly cum Howrah Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
Norton, Mr. H. E., m.b.k. (Calcutta Trades Association.) 

P 

Pain, the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna, [Hooghly cum Howrah Muni- 
cipal (General).] 

Paiil, Sir Hari Sankar. (Bengal National Chamber of Commerce.) 


^ParitamaDtary Secretaiy. 




ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS, 


Poddari Mr. Anandilall. (Marwari Association.) 

Powell, Mr. J. A. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).] 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. [Malda ((General),.] 

R 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A, M. 1^. (Rajshahi Central (Muhammadan).] 
Raikut, Mr. Prasaniia Deb. (Jalpaiguri rurn Silif^uri (General).] 
Rajibiuldin Tarafdar, Maulvi. | Bogra East (Muhammadan).] 

Rajsimuddin Ahmed, Mr. ITippera West (Muhammadan).] 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. [Dacca South Central (Muhammadan).] 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. [Mymen.Hingh We.st (General),] 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. [Dacca East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kanialkrishna. [Bankura East (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. [Dacca West (General).] 

Roy, Mr. Kishori Pati. [Jhargrain runt (ihatal (General).] 

Vacant. (Chittagong Landholders.) 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. [Howrah (General). J 
Roy, Mr. Putiram. [Khulna (General).] 

Roy Kamar Shib Shekhareswar. (Rajsbalii Landholders.) 

S 

Sadaruddin Alimed, Mr. | Bakarganj South (Muhammadan).] 

Safiruddin Ahmed, Haji. ( Rangpur North (Muhammadan).] 

Sahabe Alum, Mr. Syed. [Dacca Central (Muhammadan).] 

Salim, Mr, S. A. (Narayanganj North (Muhammadan).] 

Sanaullah, Dr. | (Chittagong North-East (Muhnmmadau). j 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. | Piesidem y Division Municipal (General).] 

Sanyal. Mr. Sasunka Sekhar. [Murshidubad (General).] 

Sarker, Babu Madbusudan, [ Bogra rnm Puhua (General). | 

Sen, Mr. Atul Cliaudra. | Dacca East (General). | 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. (Bengal National Clminher of Commerce.) 

Sen, Rai Bahadur Jogesli Chandra. [ ‘.i4-Paigunas South-East (General).] 
Sen, Babu Nagendra Natli. [Khulna (General).] 

Sen Ouptu, Mrs, Nelli, [Chittagong* (General).] 

•Serajul Islam, Mr. [ Bongutuj (Muhuniiiindan). j 

Shahabuddin, the Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja, c.H.i:. ( Narayanganj South 

(Muliamuiiiduii). ] 

Sbahedali, Mr. [ Matiub bazar (Muhammadan), j 
Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. [Kusthia (Muhammadan).] 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. [Gopalganj (Muhammadan).] 
Shamsul Huda, Maulana. [ Myniensiugh South (Muhammadan).] 

SingKa, Babu Kshetra Nath. (Rangpur (General).] 

Sinha. Srijut Manindra Bhu.san. (Bankura West (General).] 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Murida. [ Bengal Dooars (Western) Tea Garden 
Labour.] 

Skipwitb, Mr. W. E. (Calcutta and Suburb-s (European).] 
Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. [Darjeeling (European).] 


Tarliameniary Secretaiy. 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBEE8. 


Mr, A. F. [Calcutta and Suburbs (European).]- 
Steven, Mr, J, W. R. [Dacca (European).] 

Subrawardy, the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. [24-Parganas Municipal (Mubam- 
madan).] 

Sur, Mr. Harcndra Kumar. [Noakbali (General).] 

T 


Tamizuddiu Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. [Faridpur West (Muhammadan).] 
Thakur, Mr. Promatha llanjan. [Faridpur (General).] 

Thorman, Mr. 0. M. [(Chittagong Division (European).] 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. [Bhola South (Muhammadan).} 

W 

Waliur Hahman, Maulvi. [Jessore East (Muhammadan).] 

Walker, Mr. J. R. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., c.b.e. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 
Whitehead, Mr. E. B. (Indian Mining Association.) 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., c.i.e. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Y 

Yousuf Mirza. [24-Parganas Central (Muhammadan).] 

•Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. [Faridpur East (Muhammadan).] 

Z 


Zahur Ahmed ('^Imudhurv, Maulvi. [Malda North (Muhammadan).] 
Zamun, Mr. A. M. A. ( Hooghly ru/n Serampore (Registered Factories) 
Labour.] 

Zillur Rahman Shah Chowdhury, Maulvi. [Bulurghat (Muhammadan).] 


•parliamentary Secretary. 



THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY PROCEEDINGS 


Oflleiai Rtfiort of tht Sovontoonth Soition. 

Volumo LXVI- No. 1. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Asskmuly met in the A^isemMy Hons^*, (^alciitfa, on Tuesday, the 
14tb Se])teinl>er. at 4 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hoiride Mr. Syed Xaushkr Am) in the 
13 Hon ’hie Ministers and 1711 menihei^. 

Obituary. 

Mr. SPEAKER: ladies and (lentlenien, before we proceed with the 
business oT tlie House, it is rn\ sad duty to refer to the death of Maulvi 
^hdiil Karim. Maulvi Abdul Karim was a member of the old Bengal 
liegislativp Council from to the inauguration of the new reforms. He 
W'as an ardent nationalist and was associated for many years with the 
educational, cultural and political activities of the land. In him tho 
province of Bengal lost an outstanding figure of tlie old generation. 

I feel it my duty lo send a message of sympathy to the bereaved family 
and I hoj)e members will signify their assent by rising in their mits, 

(Members then rose in their seats.) 

Thank ^ou, Ladie.^ ajid (lentJ^men, Sp<Tetary will lake tlie nec<*ssary 
action. 


Pftnei cf Chaimicfi. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In accordance with the proviuiong of rule 6 of the 
Bengal liCgislative A^’J^^nihly Procedure Buies, I nominate the following 
members of the Assembly to form a panel of four Chairmeu for the ensuing 
session : — 

(1) Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, 

(2) Mr. Kiran Saukar Roy, 

(3) Mr. J. B. Walker, and 

(4) Mr. Hem Chandra Xasker, 

tmless otherwise arranged the senior member auiong them present in the 
libove order will preside over the deliberations of this Assembly in my 
absence and in the absence of the Deputy Speaker. 
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QITESTIONS. 


[14th Sjept., 


STARRED QUESmONS 

(to which oral answers were gnren) 

Mast Littraoy oampaign. 

*!• Mr. MUHAMMAD ABUL FAZL: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state — 

(1) th^ result of the mass literacy campaign in Bengal from April, 1938, 

to January, 1943 — 

(rt) how many people were made literate during that period, 

(h) how many people passed the literacy test, if any, 

(c) how many literacy centres were opened, and * 

(fl) how many of the literate people were (i) Muslims, (n) Sche- 
duled (Pastes, and (Hi) aboriginals, if any; 

(2) how many workers were api>ointed by (ioveriiment for the cam- 

paign ; 

(3) how many of the workers were volunteers; and 

(4) what steps, if any, are being taken by (Government at the present 

time for this campaign?' 

MINISTER In charge of the AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon*bte Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain): Owing to the 
present emergency the iiiuiii scheme for tlie expansion of rural reconstruc- 
tion activities in tlie I’rovince including the scheme for encouragement 
and spread of adult education has been held in abe>ance for the duration 
of war and tlie department has been allowed only to tiarry on. Pending 
therefore the initiation of the* same, activities in connection with the 
spread of adult education are almost excdusively being carried on a voluntary 
basis with the assistance of the Jute Tlegulation Dejiartmenl staff and a 
statement furnishing the information asked for as far as available, is laid 
on the Library Table. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA BEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether be is uwmre if in any belligerent country among the allied 
nations major educational ai tivities have been kept in abeyance during the 
pmgress of the war? 

The Hon'hlc Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Major educational activities have not been kept in abeyance as far as I 
know . 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Will the Hon ble Minister 

be pleased to state what is the nature of assistance given by the Jute 
Regulation Department in this mutter? 

Ths Hon’bla Khan Bahaihi# SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

They are organising night schools on a voluntary basis. 
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OisIribiiCiofi of ptMjf Midi to Agriomturlsto. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Will the mnhle 
Minister iu charge of the Agriculture Department he pleased to state — 

(a) the quantity of (1) aus seeds and (2) ainan seeds that have been 

distributed to the agriculturists of Bengal from Ist March, 1943, 
up to 30th June, 1943; and ' 

(b) the price charged j)er maund from the cultivators for the seeds ^ 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur BAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAINt 

(a) (1) Aus seeds — 38,875 maunds distributed. 

(2) Avian seeds — 104,000 maunds distributed. This was up to 80th 
June. Since then another lakh more maunds of seeds have been distributed. 

(b) Arrian seeds have been issued on loan repayable at the harvest at the 
rate of IJ maunds or R8.20 in cash for every maund. Owing to the rise in 
prices, in Eastern Bengal latterly the cash etjui valent has been 
fixed at Ks.25. The cash e(juivaleut in all cases represents as nearly as may 
be the actual cost. For aus seeds distributed on loan, cost prices of the 
.seeds are being charged, which varies from Rs. 12 to Rs. 10 per maund. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
j)lcased lo suite wlietluT it is a fact that not u graiji of aus seed was 
distributed in the district of Rang])\ir during the last aus season P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAUAMUDDIN HOBAINs 

1 am sure some lias b(*en distributed but J have not got the figures before 
me. Without notice I cannot say. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
To state whii'h district got what <iuanti1ie.s out of thi.s -18,875 maunds of aus 
seeds distributed P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOBAINf 

Allotments, district by distrid. cannot be given without notice. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it i.s a fact that rotten hwmIs wei« purchased by the 
Agriculture Department iu the district of Raugpur for distribution in that 
district P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAiYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOtAINi 

I am not aware. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN SARKAR: Will the Hori’hle Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that compluintM were made to the 
authorities lo that effect and that the officer in charge of that department 
w*as suspended ?. 

The Hon’ble Kban Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HDSAIN: 

•I could not say about Rangpur, but in one or two places there were 
complaints and enquiries were made and steps taicen. 
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Mtllfiri ABU HOStAIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the contract for the purchase of 
<tu$ seeds was given to a compounder of the Medical Store of the Rangpur 
College 

The Hofi’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIH: 

I could not say that. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hou'ble Minister be 
pleased to state what he is aware of? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is noi a question. 

Mr. I. 0. JALAN: Will tiie Hon ’Me Minister be pleased to state 
whether it does not auiounl to an exorbitant rate of interest because they 
have been given tlie option of paying either 1.} mauiuls or Rs. 20 for every 
maund? Is the cost price very high? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AINB 

They are asked to pay back only the cO.st price. 

Mr. P. BANERill. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that in ]>revious yeixvs (iovernrueni charged as interest 
only i maundP 

Thf Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

That is a fact. The change has been effected because th(‘ jo’ices are so high 
that if they go down the loss to (Government will be tremendous. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: is it not against tlie Bengal Mone.t -lenders Act? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8A1YED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No, it is not. In no ease, the agriculturists will have to pay more than I he 
cost price. 

Mr. I. D. JALAN: Is it not a fact that the interest works out lo moiv 
than 50 per cent. P 

The Hon’hte Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

in terms of money it will not be at all, because they will have the 
option of paying back U maunds in kind or the actual cusi, 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be jdeased to enlighten 
U8 as to what the actual cost is? 

The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

It will be Rs. 26 . 

Mr. P. BANTERJIS Including interest P 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

No interest, t)nly actual cost price or in the alternative H times of the crops 
could be repaid. The loanee will pay in terms of crop only when the price 
of crop is low and price of 1| maunds will be less tbaii 26 rupees which 
was the cost price. 
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Sliiiglitir •f Mttl9 for of tnoit to ^ MUIlify. 

*3. Khali Bahadur Mauivi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: (a) Will tlie Hoable 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that thousands of cattle are bidng alanghteiW every day in Bengal 
for the supply of meat to the Military ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing the number of cattle slaughtered^ month by month, from the let 
April, 1942, to Slst May, 1943? 

(c) Is it a fact that the price of cattle has increased by more than 
hundred per cent, during the period? 

The Hofi’blo Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN1 

(a) and (h) I am aware of the slaughter of cattle for suppy of meat to the 
Military but I have no information as to the number consumed by the 
Military. 

(c) The prices have gone up considerably but there are other factors as 
well leading to the rise in prices. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleasi^l to explain what are the other factor.s which have contributed to 
the rise of price of meat? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAUAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Lffrge rnortality among the animals and also sympathetic rise in the prices 
of all articles with the rise in the prices of staple food crops. 

Tube-wells sunk In Calcutta in apprehension of air raids. 

*4. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: {a) Will the Hon ble Minister in 

charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state the nunil>er of tube-wells sunk in Calcutta in apj)reheusion 
of air raids? 

(h) Ls it a fact that 60 per cent, of those tube-wells have become 
unserviceable ? 

(r) If the answer to (6) is in the affimative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) the name of the Engineer in charge; and 

(n) what action hr proposes to take against the person or persons respon- 
sible for such sinking of tube-wells? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the Engineer 
referred to in (r)(i) has been granted an extension of service? 

(e) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Sahib^HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’bla Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaliiddin Ahmad): (a) 2,496. 

(h) No. 

(c) to (e) Do not arise. 

- 2 
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Wiu the Hon’ble Minister be 
rf^er k CrkutTa ? " tnbe-wells that have gone out 

eaid'^Tut ••*’«» The actual number cannot be 

bin repaiir of order, almost all of which have since 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : ^ifsT^ ^ ^ Of 

tube-well ^nr<j < ;|r| jij ^ 

Khu (.bib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; Th. t„W-w,ll, we,. .„„k i„ 

■»“» “■ — « »< 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : ^ tube-well 

''TOT51% % 1 

Khai. Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; I have nothing further to add. 

Mr . CHA RU CHANDRA ROY : Jjfiitfhj ^ 

’Tl? I itm vfDpr C«n:=!|^ tube-weU ^;rmt$T %T I 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I have already answered that 
some tube-wells were found out of order in the month of June. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : ^ n^Dfr, cvfr^ ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; As regards the first part I 
oro^d^’*'*^‘^A answered that in the month of June some tube-wells went out 


Tender for the einking of additional tiibo*well8 in Calcutta. 

of p“w- (“> Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 

sta^^'*****° Self-Government Department be pleased to 


(»•) the n^es of the contractors who submitted tenders for sinking the 
additional 200 tube-wells in bustee areas as an A.R.P. measure 
m Calcutta to the Chief Engineer, Public Health, Bengal; 

(u) the name of the contractors who submitted tenders but were not in 
the rwatered list of contractors in that department before the 

18th May, 1943, the date following the last date of submitting 
tenders ; ® 

(«t) the name of the contractors among whom the proposed additiwial 
200 tube-wells have been distributed to sink in bustee areas; 

(iv) the number of tube-wells allotted to each of them-; 
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(v) the rates and qnotations of the tenders submitted by each of them 
for which the work has been distributed ; and 

(v») the names of the contractors whose tenders were not considered as 
they were not in the registered list of contractors in the depart- 
ment P 

(b) Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state whether any tube-wells 
were sunk by any contractors whose name did not appear in the registered 
list of contractors of the department before the date of opening the tenders 
by the Chief Engineer? 

(r) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Messrs. 
Oriental Engineering and Mercantile Co. were in the registered list of con- 
tractors of the dei>artment — 

(1) before the 13th May, 1943, and 

(2) before the date of opening the tender hy the Chief Engineer? 

{d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether Ooverniiient are considering the desirability of 
examining the cases of those contractors whose tenders were not considered 
by the Chief Engineer ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hoii’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (o)(/) (1) llaidynnnth Hiswus, 

J. K. Da^i, (3) Jufar & ('o., (4) Reliable Water Supply Service of 
India, Limited, (•'>) Hindu.sthan Traders, (b) Ahmed & Co., (7) S. P. Mullick 
& Co., (S; V. C. lliswa'. ^ ('o., (9) Popular Tube Well Co., (10) Oriental 
Engineering Mercantile ('o., (11) llhattacharjee Brothers, (12) Pioneer 
Iron Works (13) Standard Tula^ Well Co., (14) Kishori Mohan Dhara, and 
(lo) Water Supply (^o. 

(71) Nos. (1), (2), (6), (15). 

(lu) (1) S. P. Mullick & Co., (2) P. C. Biswas & Co., (3) Popular Tube 
Well Co., (4) Standard Tube Well Co., and (5) Oriental Engineering and 
Mercantile Co. 


(iv) Item 

No. 1 

... GO 

Item 

No. 2 

... 60 

Item 

No. 3 

... 20 

Item 

No. 4 

... 40 

Item 

No. 6 

... 20 


(v) A statement showing the rates and quotationp is laid on the Library 
Table. 

(t>i) Vide reply against item No. (it). 

(h) No. 

(c) Messrs. Oriental Engineering Co. who are the registered contractor® 
of this department submitted their tender in the name and style of Meesrs. 
priental Engineering & Mercantile Co. 

{d) Does not arise. 
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Rimoval of rofitto from otroots of Oiioiitto. 

Mr* M« A, Ft HIRTZEL: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Local Self-Government Department aware — 

(t) that there is widespread public dissatisfaction in Calcutta owing to . 
a steady deterioration in the arrangements of the Calcutta Corpo- 
ration for removal of refuse from the streets of Calcutta; and 
(ii) that the condition of the streets of Calcutta owing to accumulatioii 
of refuse and unsatisfactory state of refuse bins is such as to be 
dangerous to public health P 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any action 
has been taken by Government under sections 16, 17 and 18 of the Calcutta 
Municipal Act, 1923, to secure an improvement in the arrangements for 
removal of refuse from the streets of Calcutta P 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of deputing an officer under section 16 of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act, 1923 — 

(i) to inspect the arrangements of the Corporation for removal of refuse 
and for daily cleansing and scavenging of the streets; and 
(it) to make recommendations to Government for the improvement of 
these arrangements? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mautvi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a). Yes. 

(h) Not up to date; but specific suggestions have been made to the Cor- 
poration for abating the nuisance arising from dustbins in the immediate 
vicinit>’ of hotels and eating houses, primdpal markets and stations and 
hospitals, arid the Oorp(ftation have been reciuested to resume the afternoon 
clearance of these dustbins and Iiave been assured that they will be permitted 
to obtain such additional i>etrol as may be found to be retjuired for this 
purpose. , 

(c) I am considering the desirability of this step. 

Mfi A* F. STARK: Will the Hou’ble Minister be pleased to state what 
specific suggestions have been made to the Corporation for abating the 
nuisance arising from dustbins? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: To make arrangements to 
piwent refuse from hotels and other catering establishments lying in the 
diitbins and on the pavements for many, hours before being removed by the 
conservancy lorries; and to state how much of petrol is necessary for after- 
noon clearance of the offensive refuse in the dustbins. 

Mfi A, F* STARK: Have suggestions been made for cleaning the 
dustbins P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Have Government suggested that the Corporatio^i 
ahould acquire a spare set of dustbins? 
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tClMll Sihib HAMiDUDDIN AHMAOs They haTe not yet been asked 
specifically. 

Mr, A. F. STARK; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to consider 
the desirability of making that suggestion? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes, I will do that. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQIS Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to spread his generosity over every part of the city and not over 
selected areas ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It will certainly be considered 

by Government. 

Extansion of tho operation of the Calcutta improvement Tniet to Howrah. 

•7. Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Public Health and Ix)cal Self-Goveruineut Department aware 

(t) that at a Conference held in SeptemWr, an agreement was 

reached l>etweeu the Howrah Municipality, the Calcutta lm}i(rovo- 
iiKMit Trust and (ioverument that the o|)eration» of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust should l)e extended to Howrah by legisla- 
, tion ; and 

(ti) that in conformity with Hint agreement the Howrah Muniri|>ality 
have since April, IIMO, Wen collecting a special rate of 2^ per 
cent, from the rate|>a\ers of the municijHility to meet the 
exjienses for the extension of the Improvement Trust? 

(^) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Mipister 
be pleased to state the reasons for the delay in introducing tho necessary 
legislation in pursuance of the Agreement? 

(c) Do the Government intend to introduce the necessary legislation in 
the Legislature during the current Budget Session? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will tlie Hon’ ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on bMiilf of tho Hon’bio Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi daialuddin Ahmad): (a)(i) Yes. 

(it) No such special rate as suggested in this question is being collected. 
The consolidated rate levied in this municipality, under section 124 of the 
Calcutta Municipal Act as extended to the Municipality of Howrah was, 
however, increased by 2i per cent, with effect from the Ist Ajuril, 1940, and 
while recommending this increase the Chairman and the Secretary of the 
Municipality only incidentally referred to the necessity that would arise of 
contributing a sum equivalent to 2 per cent, on the annual value of holdings 
• to the Calcutta Improvement Trust when its operation would be extended 
to this Municipality. 



10 


QUESTIONS. 


[14th Sept.» 


(&) to (d) The delay in introducing the necesHary legislation has been 
due to the fact that various matters had to be considered and settled before 
a Bill for amending the Calcutta Improvement Act coujd be prepared, A 
Draft Bill has since been prepared and is now under the consideration of 
Government. Steps are being taken to expedite the matter as much as 
possible. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE; With reference to the answer given to 
question (r), will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to inform the Hrmse when 
he intends to introduce the legislation P 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMADs It is under consideration of 
Government and it will Ive introduced as soon as possible. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
etftte what he means by “as soon as possible”? Can we expect the legis- 
lation to be ]mblish(*d during the current session? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; All that I can say is that it 
is being expedited and I can assure the honourable member that it will be 
taken up as soon as possible. 

Mr# A, F. STARK; How long Government have been considering this 
piece of legislation P 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: This 
Government resumed power only four or five months ago and in the 
intervening time 

Mrg SPEAKER: Well, Khan Bahadur, w h e n you. ed your 

Parliamentary 8ecrehirj,,,ift. , to Uii^ question it was not desirable for 
you to inters^eiiV*. It would be better for you to wait until he htis finished. 

Dr^ NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, I raised a point of order on a 
previous occasion on this question and I had asked you s|)ecifically to let 
us have yotir decision as to the ]>osition of the Parliumentary Secretaries in 
regard to replies. We would like definitely to know whether Parliamentary 
Secretaries have been duly authorised to s])eak on behalf of Government 
and wliether the statements made by them are committed hy Government 
or not ; secondly. Sir, whether it is proper and within the rules to permit a 
Parliamentary Secretary to function as a Minister, as contemplated under 
the rules, when the Minivster concerned is also personally present in the 
House. These are the two issues on which we want your definite ruling. 

Mr. 1IOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: I may add that this is not a 
matter of academic interest. You, Sir, are aware that on hehalf of the 
Government of Bengal it was seriously contended before the Hon*ble the 
High Court of Calcutta as also Iwfore the Federal Court that answers given 
by the Ministers may not bind Government. Of course, the High Court 
and the Federal Court have both turned down that contention by pointing ^ 
out that according to Rules of Business the Minister in charge has to give 
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answ^s relating to his department. Until that ilile also includes 
“Parliamentary Secretaries’* whether the Government of Bengal will not 
repudiate the answer is also to be considered by you, Sir. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, when you m consi- 
dering this problem, I will respectfully request you, Sir, to consider what 
do a Parliamentary Secretary and his institution in the constitution and the 
law of the country imply 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It is a prostitution. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, my friend knows more about 
these things tlian I do. He may be an ex{K‘rt and authority on that aspect 
of the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, 1 can teach an old bachelor. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDfQI: 1 have raised a constitutional 
point because it is within parliamentary practice that if the Minister so 
desires, he can hand it over to hi.s Parliamentary Secretary, the High Court, 
the Federal Court or (he Priv\ Council notwithstanding. 


Mr. 8PEAKER; That is a very important point for consideration. I 
will consider it and 1 think the rules require amendment, but before that is 
done 1 think it will he desirable that I discuss this matter with the Minister 
in charge of Home Affairs and with the Leaders of the partie.s because I 
myself have to devote a little time to this a.s|>ect of the question and I think, 
after we liave arrived at a decision, it may be necessary to amend the rules 
and that will be done in due course. 


Bengal Pure Food Bill, 1940. 

*8. Mr. I. A. CLARK: (/^i) Will the llou'ble Minister in charge of the 
Public Health and Local Self-Government Deixirtmeut pleased to slate 
whether it is a fact — 

{i) that the Bengal J’nre Food Bill, 1940, was referred to a Select Com- 
mittee of the Assembly on the 7th April, 1941, with Jiistruciioas 
to reiKirt by the 01st duly, 1941; and 

(it) that the date for submission of the report of the Select (,*ommittee 
was extended to 3Lst July, 1942?' 

(h) If the answer to is in the affirmative, will the llon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) why the rejwrt of the Select Committee has not yet been submitted 
to the Assembly; and 

(li) when the report of the Select Committee is expected to be submitted 
to the Assembly? 

Khui Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (M bahalf of tho HOR'Mo KhM 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddbi Ahmad)! (a) Ye.. 
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(fe) (i) Tto Select Committee cotild not finish its deliberations on the 
proTisions of Uie Bill. 

(u) By the 31st December, 1943. 


Appointment of a Muslim Medical Officer (School Hygiene). 

*Si Mauivi ABDUL KARIM, (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that one of the posts of School Medical 
Officer (School Hygiene) meant for Muslim has been vacant for the last 
8 months? 

(b) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason there- 
for? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi dalaluddin Ahmad): (a) Yes. 

(b) As no suitable Muslim candidate was available, the post remained 
vacant for some time. It has since been filled up by a Muslim. 

Revival of disturbances in Dacca in June, 1943. 

•10, Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleaseii to state whether Government 
have made any enquiry into the revival of disturbances in Dacca during the 
month of June, 1943, leading to several cases of murderous assaults? 

(b) How many of the persons assaulted during these fresh disturbances 
are (1) Hindus, (2) Muslims and (3) how many cases have proved fatal? 

(c) What action has been taken by Government to jnevent these out- 
breaks and to check the disturbances when the first signs were noticed ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(t) the date or dates of Pakistan Conferences held at different places in 

East Bengal during the months of May and June, 1913; and 

(u) the date or dates when the outbreak of disturbances took place in 

East Bengal ? 

MINI8TER in chirge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Naiimuddin); (u) No. 

(b) (1) Hindus 18, (2) Muslims 22 and (3) fatal cases 15. 

(c) Promulgation of order under section 144, Cr.P.C., prohibiting the 
carrying of lathis and weapons and assembly of five or more persons; closing 
of restaurants and excise shops; imposition of collective fines; posting of 
armed pickets where necessary; Civic Guards too were on duty in their 
respective mahalhu. 

(d) ($) There was no Pakistan Conference in May and June in any cf 
Hie distrieta of East Bengal etxoept in Faridpor, where at Gopalganj the* 
Muslim Students League held such a (Tonfereiioe on the 35th May, 1948. 
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No diatorbABOd was reported from any district except in Dacca where 
on the 6th June, 1946, a series of assaults began which fortunately did not 
result in Communal disturbances. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a), will the 
Hon^hle Minister please state, as a result of the enquiry they have held, 
what has been found to he the cause of the disturbance at Dacca P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The enquiry is not yet 

complete. 

Dr. NALtNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state who is holding this enquiry, who are the ineinhers and whether it 
is a departmental enquiry or an ojien enquiry w'here evidence is collected or 
attempted to he collected from non-official sources as well? 

The Hoffi’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Departmental enquiry. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the Inspector-General of Police icent to Dacca 
on receipt of information of disturhame and held personal enquiries there? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If the visit of the Inst)ector- 
General of Police is considered hy tlie honourable member to he an enquiry, 
I do not contradict him, hut he went there chiefly with the object of 
ascertaining the exact situation there and trying to stop assaults and stab- 
bings that were going on in Dacca at the time. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the 
Insper'tor-General of Police invited some citizens of Dacca including myself 
and made enquiries as to what they thought as to the cause of the 
disturbance P 

The Hon*b(e Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated that 
if the honourable member thinks that it was an enquiry hy the Inspector- 
General of J*olice, I do not contradict him. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Did the Inspector-General of Police 
make any report to the Government? 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, and on the basis of 
that further enquiries are l)eing held. 

Repreaentation of inHitioai prisoners of Dum Dum Control doil. 

•11. Mr. SATYAPRIYA BANERdEE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge ot the Home Dejiartmenl l)e pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
some political prisoners of Dura l>ura Central Jail made a representation 
on the 12th March, 1942, through the Hon’ble Minister to the Hon’hle 
Speaker of the Legislative Assembly to be circulated among the members of 
the Ijegislature? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to aiate what action, if any, haa been taken on the said represen- 
tation? 

(c) If no action has been taken, will the Hoa’Ue Uimster be {deaaed 
to state the reasons thereof? 
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(<f) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a copy of 
the said representation P 

(e) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether he received 
any appeal from the prisoners of Dum Dum Central Jail on the 25th May, 
1942, for publication? 

The Hoh’Me Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) Yes. 

ib) The cases of the 20 signatories to the iwtition were duly considered 
by (iovcniment and they were released. One of them was subsequently made 
into u security prisoner. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) I am not prepared to do this in the public interest. 

(c) Such an apj)eal was received by the then Minister in charge of the 
Horae Dei>artment, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: With reference to answer (d), will 
tlie Hon’ble MinisU'r he pleased to let us have a summary of the contents 
of tlie said representation if it is not possible to give the whole of it in 
public interest ? 

The Hotl’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUODIN: These things wore dealt with 
during the regime of tlie last Government and in view of the fact that the 
signatories have lt*en released, 1 luive not taken the trouble to look into 
the i>etition that was there and I do not think that, in view of my reply 
to (/>), any useful purpose will be served by going through that 
representation. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: With reference to answer (c), will the 
Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state whether he has considered the 
desirability of publishing the appeal? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I refer the honourable 
member to my answer to (//). 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Will the Rou ble Minister 
please consider tin* desirahilit\ of publishing tliis statement? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have already stated in 
answer to (</) that it is not in the public interest and as far as I know that 
was the decisiwn of the last Government to which I agree. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fat’t that this appeal contained an exhortation to the people 
of Bengal to put up resistance to the Axis powers, particularly to resist 
Japanese aggression? 

The Hon’hio Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have nothing further to 
add to what I have stated in answer to {d). 

Oonatniotion of A.R.P. aholtera in CaloutU. 

M2. Sir HENRY BIRKMIYRE: {a) Will the Hon^le Minister in charge 
of Home (Defence) Department be pleased to state the total number of 
•mlaee shelters constructed in Calcutta, and the number erected in each « 
A.E.P. sub-areaf 
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(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is in the 
contemplation of the Government to increase the number of surface shelters? 

(c) If 80 (1) to what extent, and (2) when is it expected that the addi- 
tional shelters will be completed? 

The Hon’Me KhMja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) A statement is laid on the 
Table. Inf^onnation is given according to vrards as the number according 
to A.R.P. sub-areas is not available and I do not consider the expenditure 
of time and lal>our that would Ik* involved on its collection would be justified. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) (1) This will depend on the numW found to be necessary and the 
availability of materials. 

(2) As early as jwssible. 

Statement referred to in reply to clause (a) of starred queMion No. 12. 

Parabolic brick .shelters provided in Calcctta up to 31st May, 1943. 

Numl)er of Circular 
shelters shelters 

Ward No. providcsl * without 

(parabolic). roof. 



Total .. 


m 


62 
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Mr. iUmilOIIA NATH BitWASf Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleteed to state if he is aware that most of these shelters have become use- 
less from the sanitary point of view? 

TIm Hotl’bto Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs Government are fully aware 
of the present state of the slit trenches and also some of the covered shelters 
and instructions have already been given to have them ready and in 
working order before the raiding season begins. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister consi- 
der the desirability of covering all these shelters which have been 
constructed in Calcutta so that they may be used at the time of need? 

Tha Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That question has been very 
oarefully considered and the idea rejected as being not feasible and 
practicable. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: With reference to answer (c)(1), will the 
Xlon’ble Minister be pleased to assure the House that necessary steps are 
being taken to ensure ihat materials requm^d are available? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDINs That is just the difficulty. 
I am afraid, there are so many priorities on the ipaterials that even the 
priority of the air raid alielters has to take its turn along with others. 

Want of A.R.P. shattors in ranted houses of Caloiftts. 

M3. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI; (a) Is the Hon’ble Minis- 
ter in charge of the Home Department aware that most of the rented houses 
in Calcutta are not provided with shelters and baffle walls? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what steps have been taken to make the proprietors of the 
houses to construct proper shelters and baffle walls in each house in 
Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Khwi^a Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) Though Government have 
no accurate information there is no reason to disbelieve the statement that 
many rented houses in Calcutta are without baffle walls and shelters. 

(h) Propaganda on a very extensive scale has been undertaken by Govern- 
ment to bring home to the occupiers of the houses the necessity for providing 
themselves with adequate shelter in the shape of refuge rooms. 

Organisation of ’’Homo Guards” in rural areas of Bengal. 

M4. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state what is the present posi- 
tion of the proposal for organising *‘Home Guards” in Bengal, specially for 
the rural areas? 

(6) Was any aclieme for Home Guards drawn up after consultation with 
certain leaders of public c^nion, including the President of the Indian « 
Katicmal Congress? 
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(tf) Was any scheme finally prepared and appsroVed by tlie Oonnoil of 
Ministers, Bengal? 

(d) If the answers to (h) and (c) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay oa the Table a copy each of the said schemes? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the i*ea8on8 
lor the delay in or postponement of the organisation of Home Guards in 
Bengal? 

The Hon’Me Khwi^a ftir NAZiMIUDDIN: (a) 1 refer the honourable 

member to — 

(i) a statement issued to the Press on the 2^h April, 1&42, by the 

Hon’ble Chief Minister Mr. A. K. Failul Huq; 

(ii) speech by him in this House at the commencement of the last session 

which will be found at pages 42-43 of the Assembly Proceedings, 
Volume LXIIT, No. I; and 

(Hi) a statement ot progress puWished in the Press; a copy of Bengal 
Weekly containing this, datinl the I6th February, 1943, is laid 
on the libraiy’: Table. 

(h) to (d) I am informed that I^oaders of some i^olitical parties including 
the President of the Congress were consulted during the early jw^rt of last 
year and a scheme was drawn up thereafter w^hich is still under consideration 

Government. 

I think this might he correct when the reply was given by the then 
Minist-tT. As far as we are concerned the scheme is not under consideration. 

(t) In view of the answers given, does not arise. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8AHYAL: With referenee to answer (r) wdiich is 
compreliensively taken under (h) to {d) in the reply, will the Hon’ble 
Minister 1 h^ pleased to state if it is a fact that some scheme with the 
approval of leaders of public opinion was actually approved and ai)proved by 
the then Cabinets 

The Hon'ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as the decisions of 
the then Cabinet are concerneil, I have not had time to see them, but very 
Ekely the assumption is correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state in what respects the present arrangements for the organisation of 
Home Guards for rural Bengal differ from the recommendations that the 
leaders of public opinion made and which were considered at that time by 
the then Government, and whether the present Government is in a position 
to revive or re-model the Home Guard organisation on those lines? 

The Hon'ble Khwaje Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware, 
actual orders and definite instructions were never given about the scheme 
which was approved perhaps by the Council of Ministers and which was 
aever given effect to by the last Government. It never came into effect. 
Now we are considering in what line reorganisation should be effected. 
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Dr, NALIN IHA SANYALS Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that Mr. Buchanan, Director of Physical Education, 
was actually placed in charge of the organisation of Home Guards for rural 
Bengal and a number of officers under him were actually selected and given 
training for undertaking the work in different districts? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That may have been one 
aspect of the scheme or part of the scheme, but I am not fully awaie of it. 
I want notice as to the exact functions that were allotted to Mr. Buchanan, 
but 1 can assure the honourable member that the scheme as contemplated 
by the then Government was never given effect to. 

Dr^ NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
io state if the present Government is considering the desirability of putting 
into action, as early as possible, a stdieme which would be readily acceptable 
to all sections of the people in Bengal, particularly in view of the present 
emergency and the desire or the intention of the United Powers to fight the 
Japanese on Burma at a very early date? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As soon as we have come 
to a de(‘ision on this question, I hope we will be able to answer that 
question. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: With referxuice to answer 
(b) to {d)y will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state w'hether the scheme 
referred to in the answer w'as the scheme that w\as prepared by the old 
Government P 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I could not follow the 
honourable member. Will he kindly repeat the question? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: In the answer (6) to (d) 

there is a reference to a scheme. My question is w’hether that scheme was 
prepared by the old Ministry or by the present Ministry? 

Tha Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The scheme referred to in 
the answer relates to the one prepared by the old Ministry. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Are we to understand that 
that scheme is still under the consideration of Government? 

Tha Hon’blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; No, Sir, As I have already 
said that scheme is not under consideration. 

Mr* ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Will the Hon’ble Minister kindly 
assure the House that the ban on the Muslim League members (as the word 
has been used) imposed by the old Ministry has been removed? 

Tha Hon’bia Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think it was removed even 
by the old Government. Of course I am speaking imofficially now. 

Mr, OHARU CHANDRA ROY S 

aobomeft r 
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Tiw Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDOINi I W ab«ad; sUted that 
the scheme is under consideration and it is not possible to give any 
information about that. ^ 

DMpatoh and dalivary af laCtara of aaourity fM'iaonoia. 

M5. Babu JNAHENDRA CHANDRA MAdUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department l)e pleased to state — 

(1) whether the security prisoners of Dacca Central and other Jails have 

complained from time to time to the Government and to the 
respective Jail Authorities and the l>istrict Magistrates about the 
unusual delays made in the delivery and desjKitch of letters to and 
from them; 

(2) whether — 

(?) a letter, daled the Hth February, 1942, from the (luestioner 
was received by tlie llon’ble Mr. Pramatba Nath llunerjee 
on the Kith March, 1942, 

(tt) a letter, dated the Kith September, 1942, frt>m the questioner 
was received by the Hon’hle Mr. S. K. Basu on the 3rd 
Octol)cr, 1942, 

{ill) an application for leave of absence from the (piesticmer, dated 
the Kith September, 1942, was received in the llon’hle 
Speaker’s office on the 3rd October, 1942, after the Assembly 
was adjourned sine die, 

(iv) a letter, dated the 14th September, 1942, from security prisoner 
Babu iVavasli Chandra Lahiri, was receive«l by the Hon’hle 
Mr. S. K. Basu in Novemlier last, and 
(r) similar delays were made and are being made in the cose of — 

(A) other letters from the (luestioner and other security 
prisoners to the Hon’ble Minister, and 

(B) notices of questions and other correspondence addressed 
to the Hon’ble Speaker from the questioner and other 
M.L.A. security prisoners? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the aflBrmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) the reasons thereof; and 

(it) what action he has taken or contemplates to take in order to prevent 
the recurrence of similar delays? 

The Hoii'hie Khiraja Sir NAZIMUDDINs (a) (1) and (2) (i) to (in) Yes, 

(iv) I have no information about this letter. 

(v) and (b) (i) 1 cannot give a definite answer unless specific instances are 
dted. But I may inform the honourable member that special care is always 
taken to deal with these communications with the utmost expedition. Not- 
withstanding the above precaution, delays often occur because of heavy 

* pressure of work in my office. 
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(ii) 1 have gfiven special instructions to all concerned to treat these 
lHatters in such a way that there will be no occasion for complaints on this 
seore in future. 

Mr. CHARU OHANDRA ROY : ^ to CT 

cvtJT 6g1% ?5 sfft i c*rPiiB*ft w*i rti® 

fiS rtra ?(W 501^^ ^ I 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am glad to haTe an 

f'pportuiiity to be more explicit about this. This is one of the outstanding 
grievances of the security prisoners and we have appointed additional staff 
and they have been trying to clear up the arrears of correspondence that 
have been pending and today I have ascertained from the I.B. Department 
that they have now reduced it to four days’ delay and they hope to improve 
on that. There are some cases 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That refers to M.L.As. 

Th« Hofi’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: No, to every one. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. That is all humbug. My sister has 
received from her son a letter which took 17 days. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Let him say what he has got to say. Please don’t 
interrupt him. 

Tha HoH*bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If the honourable member 
will give me the particulars, 1 will certainly have them looked into. 1 
think tiiat complaints from prisoners have been very much reduced on that 
score. From that I gather that we have been successful in removing the 
complaints. But if they still continue and if they are brought to my 
notice, 1 will certainly see that they are removed. I may mention — and 
the delay referred to may he due to that — (here are certain classes of letters 
whose number is very small where information has to be (‘ollected. It is 
there that delays occur. Excepting those classes, as regards the rest 
where no enquiry has to he made by the I.B. Department, the delay has 
b«en reduced to 4 days. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware that in certain cases letters addressed to the 
Ministers of the old Ministry — I am accepting that expression — used to 
reach them three or four months after they were addressed to them by the 
security prisoners with a note by the Home Department that “the matter 
is receiving attention”? 

Tlw Hon^ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I have already stated that 
that was the condition which w^as very bad. I myself, when I was not a 
Minister, received a letter from a security prisoner two months old. I am 
hoping by now we have reached a stage when letters are delayed only by 
4 days except in certain particular cases. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA 8 U 1 Will the Hon'ble Minkter be 
pleased to make enquiries and find out whether in more than dozen cases — 
may be two or three dozen cases — attention of the Home Department was 
not dIawn bj* some of tlie Ministers to the enormous delay that had 
taken place? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: That may be so, but the 

remedy lay in haviiij^ more staff ai)pointed. It has been done now and 
they have been able to cope with the arrears of letters received. 

Mr, HARIPADA CMATTOPADHYAY; Is it md a tact that even after 
censoring there occurs a delay <if 7 (laysy* 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8 ir NAZIMUODIN: I will have it enquired into. 

Issue of oertificatee against society members of Kurigram Co-operative 
Central Bank. 

MS. Kazi EMDADUL HAQUE: (a) Will the Hou*hle Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Credit and Itun^l Indebtedness Dej>artmeni be 
pleased to state the number of certificates issued against the Society 
members affiliate<l to the Kurigram Co-operative Central Bank in the year — 

(1) m2, and 

(2) im? 

(h) Is it a fact — 

(/) that realisation is being made by certificate procedure; and 

(n) that acute distress prevails in the subdivision K 

^c) If the uii.swer to (h) in in the affirmative, do the (Government (Ton- 
teni}date to stop the realisation by eertifiiateh during the present distress!^ 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHMAN (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. ilogendra Nath Mandal): On <1) 211. 

l2) Up to the 27th June, ir)4.W;40. 

(h) 10 Yes, the realisation is being nuide by certificate ]HO<*e«lure only 
in the case of persistent and wilful defaulters, 

(ii) Yes, to a certain extent. 

(r) In individual oases the execution is lieing stayed and time allowed 
for pajTnent. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

. Formation of Muslim League Committeee. 

1 . Mr. 8 YED BADRUDDUdA: Will the Ilon'ble Minister in charge 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether any secret or confiden- 
tial note haa been issued by ths Hon’ble Minister or the Secretaries of, the 
3 
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flefmrtmenta to the officialw of every district to form or to help the forinatiori 
of Muslim I.^eag’ue Committees in every union of the Province before the 
30th July, 1043? 

Tilt Hoii’IMe Khiirija 8ir NAZIMUHDIN: No such note has been issued 
by me, or by any Secretariat office or depmtments of which I am in charge. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS The Hon'l)le Minister sa>'s that no such 
note lias been issued by him or any department of which he is in charge. 
Ah Chief Minister, is he aware whether any such note lias been issued by 
any department? 

Tht Hon'bit Khwtjs Sir NAZIMUDDINs Sir, 1 am sorry 1 have been 
caught napping. I intended to correct the answer. The reply should 
have been “No such note has been issued by me or by any Secretariat 
office or deyiartnient of GovernmenC*. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Has aii\ suel» iioU‘ emanate<l from any 
department of Oovernmerit? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Th at {[uestioii has been answered. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the HoiClde Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that notes have been eireiilaled over tlie si^rnature 
of one who is a member of the (\ibinet of Ministers now? 

TN Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: Not in his capacity as 
Minister, nor to un\ individual officer of Government. 

RMiTiit of oartain dotonuf undor Rogidation 1 1 1 of ISIS aftor roloaso. 

2. Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: {a) Will the Uon’ble Minister in 
f barge of the Home Department l»e pleiised to state — 

(i) whether Government are awaie that Sieejut Silmath Hanerjee and 
eight others who iiud Immmi detainetl in jail tinder rule 2G of the 
Defence of India Uiiles were ordered by the Hon’ble High Court 
to l)e set at liberty on the 3id dune, Hf43; 

(</) what action has lH*en taken to give efteot to the aiders ot the High 
C(Hirt in each case; and 

itii) whether it is u fart that all tln>st* jHiirsoiis ha\e been kept under 
detention undei Hegulation III of 1818 iheieafter? 

{b) If the answer to {o){iit) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(i) who issued this order under Hegulation ill »>f 1818 and on whose 

authiirity; and 

(ii) what uie the rules for the guidance of ujkI provision oi amenities to 

the detenus under Regulation III of 1818? 

Cc) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the present 
Cto>?emment hav6 modified such rules or issued any fresh rules for the same? 
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(fi) If St), will the Hoii’ble Minister l)e iileasod to ^tau^ in what resjiects 
such rules are ^similar to or ilifferent frtmi the Bengnl Security Prisoners 
Rules, 1940? 

Thd Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: {<i) (t) Ves, on the ground that 
ordeis for their detention under Defenee Rule 2G were invalid. 

(ti) Their detention undci Ih'feiue Rule ?(» ie^minatetl iiixni the pro- 
nouiieement of the High ('onrt jinlginent ainl there was n»> attempt to 
continue it. 

tiii) Yes, 

ili) <i) I'he (tide] wah i.s.siied lo ami on the authority ot Government. 

<i/) and <e) A eoj)y of the Meiigal State PTisoners Rules, 1943, is placed 
)u the I ii 1)1 ary. 

(d) 1 refer the honourahle memher to (he lules tliem.selves, copies of 
whiel) in each ens)* iiave lK‘en made avaiiahh*. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: \Vith regard to answer (/>), that (be 
order ua^ i^.^ued h^ and on (he authority of Government, will the Hon’blo 
Ministei ])e pleuhed to state if the authority of Government was obtained 
in a regular wa^ witli the knowledge and approval previously of the 
lion ’hie Minister in cliarge.'^ 

The Hon’ble Khwa)a Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 have nothing further to add. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a fact that the Hon'hle Minister 
in charge was then not in Calcutta, nor was the heatl of the executive of 
the province and the order was issued on (he authority of sonndmdy wlio 
assumed power under tlie executive rule ot the Secretariat? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 have nothing further to add. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference io answer {d), will 
the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state if it is a fact that Regulation III 
of 1818 prisoners were to he given amenities in accordance with rules other 
than the Security Prisoners Rules of 1940? 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: There is nothing specific 
about it. But if the honourable memher was to compare the two rule* he 
will find there are certain differences in the treatment of the tw^o classei 
of prisoners. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon’hle Minister be pleased 
to state where one can get hold of the rules regarding Regulation III of 
1818 prisoners’ (reufment? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: 1 refer the honourable 
member to an.swer (ii)(c» where il is said that a copy of the Bengal State 

Prisoners Rules, 1943, is placed in the Library. 

• 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: It is not there. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Are you 8ure that it is not there? 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: It is not there. Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that immediately after the 
re-arrest of these prisoners in the pireniises of the Hi^h Court peremptory 
orders were issued by the Home Department of which the Hon’ble 
Miiii.ster is in charj^e directing’ that the.se prisoners although they were 
detained under Itegulaiion III of 1818 should he governed in regard to 
their amenities under Security Prisoners Rules of 1940 and no other rules? 

The Hofl’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 helieve the honourable 
member is not correct. 

Df. NALIHAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased 
to state which portion is not correct — immediately or some time after? Is 
it a fact tlmt they are being governed under Security Prisoners Rules of 
1940 or not? 

Tha Hon'bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far a.s 1 am aware there 
are different rules for State Prisoners under Regulatioji III f>f 1818, 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased 
l(j state if it is a fact that instructions were issued to the respective Jail 
Su]u*rinteiiden1s h} telegram and ('onfirmed by letters thereafter directing 
them to continue t(^ apply the rules regarding Security Prisoners (1940) ^ 
for this class of jirisoners as well? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will the Hon hie Minister 
eonsider the advisability of the application of Regulation III of 1818 to 
men who could not under wide stretehes that could he given to that 
Uegulalion conu* under it? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am sorry I have not been 
able to follow the question. Will (he h«)iiourahle member please repeat it? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir. I hold that Regulation III of 
1818 is m»l iitieixled tor gentlemen of the type ahoni the (fovernment 
lins<‘ clapped in jails. lh‘eaU‘>c the High Court released tluun the (iovern- 
meul brouglil the anti-diluvion Ian ami «]eprived the citizens and members 
of this House even of their right of appeal. My question is— Will the 
Hon’hle Minister consider the advisnhilit^ of consulting legal o]dniou as 
to the inapi)licahilit> of Itegulation III of 1818 to gentlemen who are 
arrested under rule 1*0 or under the amended rules under the Defeme of 
India Rules ? 

Th« Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I submit that the major 
portion of honourable member’s question is a matter of opinion. As 
regards facts there were people who were detained as long ago as 1987-88 
under Regulation III and who were released by the then new Ministry 
under the Heformevl Con.stituiion and as far as I am aware there is nothing 
illegal in detention upder Regulation III of 1818. 



19434 


QUESTIONS. 


as 


Oft NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer {d) regard- 
ing the rules under which security prisoners and Regulation III prisoners 
are detained, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact 
that Regulation III prisoners Imd been in the past in the habit of getting 
suitable allowance to maintain themselves exactly in the saifle standant 
of comfort and living as the> were used to outside the jails and if it is a 
fact that the present Government have applied other rules restraining or 
reducing the amenities previously provided for Regulation III prisoners ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, it is possible that the 
rules as in force at the present lime are not identical with the rules then 
in force. Hut 1 ma> cite one i!i>tance. Persons detainetl under Hegulaiion 
III of 1818 who liad not been allowed any family allowance when under 
detention under the Defence of India Rules are now being given family 
allow'ance ])e<ause they are now detained under Regulation III. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: ( an a gentleman wl»o has been 
arrested and who has lost his fret'dom under Regulation III of 1818 Im 
lodged in the ordinary jails of the province ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Not only can he l)e lodged 
in ordinary jails lull, as far as 1 am aware, h«‘ had ahva\s been so lodged. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ihuride Minister be ])!eased 

stale if be is aware that Mr. Sarat ('handra Hose who was formerly a 
Regulation III jirisoner was not (uily provided with ample allowance to 
maintain himself but was also given an allowance for paying his insurance 
premiums ns alsc) a family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think the honourable 
member is correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: In that ca.se will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to say what he meant by suggesting that formerly Regulation 
III prisoners were not getting family allowance whereas 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter of aigument, Dr. 8uuyal. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I did not mean that. 
What I meant was that these persons who came under rule 20 were not 
getting any family allowance but when they came under Regulation III 
of 1818 they got family allowance wiiich they would not have got, had 
they remained under rule 20. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state which of them have been given family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I ask for notice. 

Mr. DHIREMORA MATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state wbat is the amount of the faimly allowance they are 
getting now? 

Th. Hon’bl. KhwaJ. Sir NAZIMUDDiN: 1 ask for notice. 
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Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHAYA: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that none of the Reffulation III prinoners in the Alipore Central 
Jail has beeii getting any family allowance? 

The Hoo’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUOOIN: 1 ask for notice, 

Dr^ NALINAK8HA SANYALs Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that there is a member in this House at the present 
moment who was at that time a Regulation III prisoner who says that he 
never got any family allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDQIN: That que.stion does not arise. 

Aliegatione iigainst a Rajehahi District Boant Employee. 

3* Kazi ABUL MASUD. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge ol 
the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the 
District Officer, Eajshahi, wrote to the Chairman, Rajshahi District Board, 
to take steps against a District Board employee on the ground that the said 
employee had incited cultivators against Hindu jotedars? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Government be 
pleased to state — 

(t) the source of information of the District Officer; and 

(u) whether Government propose to make or made any enquiry in t^e 

matter P 

The Hon’bM Khwi^a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) The District Magistrate 
requested the Chairman to take such action as he thought necessary to stop 
the employee from provoking agrarian trouble. 

(h) (t) I am not prepared to ditfclose the source of the information about 
the activities of the District Board employee. 

(n) No. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state, with reference to answer (//)(»), whether it is a fact that the 
information received by the District Magistrate of Rajshahi was not based 
on facts? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 regret I cannot add any- 
thing more to what 1 have already stated therein. 

Inconvenience of prisoners duo to oortain Jails being under police control on 
the 15th January, 1943. 

4. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Home Department l>e pleased to state whether it is a fact — 

(a) tliat on the 15th January, 1943, Presidency, Alipoi'e, Dum Dum and 
other jails were in charge of the police; and 
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(b) that the security prisouers in Presidency Jail were unWked at 
10-30 a. in. till \vliicli time they were without tea and breakfast 
and even had no water to wash their faces and hud to spend their 
time in tlieir foul-smellinp' rooms where most of them were com- 
}>el]ed to ease themstdves, as they could not jro to the privy ^ 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: in) (hi that day there was a 
strike bv Waiders’ Staff and the assistance of police had been requisitioned 
for guard and security duties. 

(b) My infoi Illation is that on account of the strike the prisoners hud to 
be unlocked ward by ward on that <1ay and not simultaneously as is done 
usually with the r<‘sult that some prisoners were unlocked much later than 
the usual time. 

Promotion of a Jail dork of Aliporo Central ilail. 

5. Mr. MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: (o) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department U* pleased to state whether any jail clerk 
of AliiKue (Vmtral .lail has Ixhmi jiromoted to the rank of Dejmty .lailor in 
supersession of the claims of Muslim clerks? 

{h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state the reason 
Therefor? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state the educational qualifi- 
cation of the promoted clerk? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to lay on the Table copies 
of the correspondence of supersession l>etween the Inspector-Oeiieiul of 
Prisons, Bengal, and the Superintendent of the Ahl»ore Central Jai . 

The Hon’hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIM: (a) No. 

ib) to (d) Do not arise. 

Appointment of aoperviaor in connection with MunthiganJ Water Works. 

6. Mr DHANAHJOY ROY; Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Public Health and Local Sclf-doverninent Department be pleftaed to 

stntc — 

(a) when the la«l supeniaor under Executive EiiBiiieer, Public Health 
Department, Easteni Division, was apiwintcd in connection with 
Munshignnj Water Works in Dacca district; 

{h) how Ipng he stayed at Munshiftanj ; 

(c) what work he had to do thepe during the period ; 

id) what is the estimated cost of the work he had to do; and 

<«) what pay he was drawing there? 
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Hit Khan Bahadur Maulvi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: (a) In 

Uwtch, 1942. 

(h) From March to Noveml>er, 1942. 

(c) The following works were actually performed by him: — 

(1) Construction of the suction pump at the head works site. 

(2) (‘erlain survey works in connection with the scheme. 

(3) Taking of gauge reading of the water level of the Jubilee Khal and 

(Irand Khal. 

(d) Estimated value of the work referred to in item (1) is Ks. 1,100. 
Items (2) and (d) are works for pieliininary arrangements necessary l)eforo 
starting con.st ruction works on the scheme. The value of tlie.se items is not 
assessable, 

(e) lls.l2o per month. 

Staff ufwiar RuraJ Reconstructioti and Juta Regulation Dofiartment 

7i Mr. PUSPAJIT BARM A: Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge of 
the Agriculture Department he ])leased to lay on the Table a statement show- 
ing, year by year, from 1938 to 1942 — 

(1) Primary Licensing Assistant, 

(2) Olerks, and 

(8) other superior appointments made in the — 

(1) Jute Regulation, and 

(2) Rural Reconstruction 
Departments in the district of — 

(1) Rangpur, 

(2) Dinajpur, and 

(3) Jalpaiguri, 
from the 

(1) Scheduled Caste Hindus, 

(2) Caste Hindus and other communities, and 

(3) Muslims? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN; 

As the first operation of the compulsory jute regulation w'as started only 
from September^ 1939, and as no field staff w’as appointed in connection 
with the voluntary Jute Restriction propaganda carried on earlier to that, 
statenmnts showing the nhraber of staff employed from 1939 to 1942 in 
Rangpur, Dinajpur and Jalpaiguri districts from the various communities 
in connection with the jute regulation and rural reconstruction works are* 
hud on the Table. 





in. SrATXicmiry sHtownro th< coidttnsriLi. baud of aix trb staff sKFiiOYXD outuvo 1041.4^. 
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Information roganling Dobt Sottlemont Boards in OfiandpMr. 

8. Mauivi dONAB ALI MAJUMDER: (a) Will the Hon ble Mimster 
in charge of the Co-operative Credit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to state — 

(t) whether the terms of office of the members of the Debt Settlement 
Boards in the suMivision of Chandpur (Tippera) have expired; 
(it) whether the works of those Boards have lieen suspended; 

(in) whether the Boards have not yet been reconstituted; and 
(iv) whether the old ('hainnan of the Kalotho Debt Settlement Board 
within the Ilajiganj circle has Ikhui asked to hand over the charge 
of the Board to the newly appointtnl (3mirinan in pursuance of a 
notification in the Calentta Gazette, dated the 4th Feliruary, 1943, 
announcing its reconstitution? 

(6) If the answer to {a)(iv) is in the negative, will the Hon*blo Minister 
he pleased to state the reason thereof? 

(c) Do the Government consider the desirability of reconstituting the 
Debt Settlement Boards of the Hajiganj j)oli(‘e-station without further delay? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. JOGENDRA NATH MANDAt: (a)(i) The term of 

office of members of some of the Boards expired. 

(it) No, excepting a few w’here change.s have been proposed. * 

(Hi) Some of these Boards have l)een reconstituted. 

{iv) Yes. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) This is already being done. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 'Questions over. 

Adjournment motion. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Sir, 1 have given notice of an 
adjournment motion and I have got your consent. The adjournment 
motion is in these terms:— 

The bu8ines.s of the Assembly do now' adjourn to discuss a definite 
matter of urgent public importance and of recent occurrence, vi*., the 
failure of the Bengal Government to set at liberty persons purported to 
have been detained under rule 2h of the Defence of India Rules in spito of 
the decision of the Calcutta High Court and the recent decision of the 
Federal Court of India declaring the procedure adopted by the Bengal 
Government regarding detent i(»n as contrary to law’ and improper. 

May 1 have the leave of the House to move the adjournment motion? 
I hot>e in an important matter like this the Hon*ble the Home Minister has 
no objection. 

Tht Hon’bla Khuraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am afraid 1 must object 
to the motion being moved on two grounds in order to maintain past 
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preoedentfl and also the tradition of this House. First of all, this question 
is, in my opinion, mth judicct because we are filing an appeal. Of course, 
it has not yet been filed but it is a fact that papers are being prepared, and 
it is only because the appeal has got to be filed in England that it has not 
been filed yet. I believe there are rulings in the Central Legislature that 
if it is reasonably assured that there is going to be an appeal the case 
should be considered as suh jvdice. That is one ground, and the other 
ground is 

Mr. PRAMATHA HATH BANERdEE; I do not desire to interrupt 
the Hon’ble Minister at this stage hut I must ask him whether the inten- 
tion of filing an appeal is really filing an appeal. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Mr. llanerjee, let the Hon’ble Minister finish liis 
argument first. 

The Hofl’bte Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The other ground is that it 
is clear from the rules regarding adjournment motions that if the matter 
is going tt) be discussed and can be discussed in tlie House in the n(*ar 
future, then it should not be discus.sed by means of an adjournment 
motion 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Under which rule^ 

. Tha Haii'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The rules relating 
adjournment motions. 

As honourable members will have an opportunity to discuss this ques- 
tion at the time of Budget discusion 1 submit that the adjournment motion 
should not be allowed. It has always been the practice in this Hou.se 
that if you can discuss a question at the Budget time, an adjournment 
motion on that question should be allowed only when it would not be 
possible for members to bring it up before the House in any other way : 
moreover, it is a mh jndiee case. If the question can be brought before 
the House by other means then an adjournment motion is not allowed. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Will you give us any precedent of the Central 
Apaembly to which you have referred!^ 

TIM Hoii’bl* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am sorry I have got no 
precedent wuth me now but if you like 1 can give it. But, Sir, I maintain 
my objection on the ground that this question can be discussed during the 
Budget discussion 

Mr. SPEAKER: But (hat is another ground. 

Tha HoA’blf Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have no precedent 
with me now' and I withdraw my argument based on precedent. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, my 
honourable friend the Chief Minister has raised objections to Mr. Qupta'a 
motion primarily on two grounds. First, the question is whether or not , 
tha intention on the part of the Qovemment of Bengal to file an appeal to 
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His Majesty in Council constitutes a matter judice. On that point I 
hope, apart from the le{fal luminaries who adorn the treasury benches of 
the Government of Benjj^al, there can be no difference of opinion. Intention 
to file an appeal is an intention: it is not a fact, and unless an appeal is 
actually filed before His Majesty in Council 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOIQI: May 1 rise on a point of order? 
Tlie Hou’ble ('hief Minister has withdrawn it. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANER4EE: He has not. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOIQI: The ( hief Minister having? with- 
drawn it may I ask whether the honourable member i^ relevant? 

Mr. SPEAKER. I think you have not heard Sir Naiimuddiu. When 
i asked Sir Nazimuddin to cite the prece<leiit he said that he withdrew that 
part of the argument, 1 mean tlie part with regard to the precendent, but 
his argument with regard to the matter being nuh judice remained. That 
was what I thought and that is why 1 allowed Mr. Banerjee to s))eak, but 
if Sir Nazinniddii» withdraws the entire argument, certainly he will have 
no right to speak. Therefore, it is first of all neccHsary to clear up the 
positioji - whether Sir Nazinuiddin has withdrawn the entire argument or 
he lias ivithdrawii onl.\ the prcK-edent part. 

The Hoffl’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have withdrawn only 
that portion which referred to the Central AsHemhly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Tlon is (he precedent part. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, 1 was arguing the point 
a> (o whether or not an ‘intention — ^aii alleged intention of a litigant, be it 
a public citizen, a corj)oratioii or the tiovernment of Bengal (’.(institutes a 
fact and constitutes a matter stth judire, and 1 say without fear of conlra- 
dietion, apart from my honouralde friend Mr. Suhraward\'s great knowledge 
ot law, that there ran he no diffenmce ot opinion on dial point. The 
Hoirhle the Chief Ministei did not withdraw that part of his objection. 
He withdrew only tliat part ot his objection which referred to precedent. 
So far as I am aware, in this House the piecedents are just the other w'ay 
about, viz., that unle.ss a matter is actually pending before a tribunal that 
matter is not regarded] as ,su/i judia. The second point w'hieh my 
honourable trieml the Cliiei Mini-'t^r raiHcil ih with reference to the rights 
of the Opposition w'ilh regard to motions tor adjournment lor purposes of 
debate. Now, Sir, if you will he good enough to g(f through purl VII of 
the Bengal Legislative Assemhlv Procedure Rule«-~you have gone through 
them >0 often- [ am on .s(Htion {(S. The right to move the adjournment 
of the Assemhl\ tor die purpo-e <d di.scu-sing a definite matter of urgent 
public importance sliall lie subject to the following restrictions, namely:— 
(#) not more than one such motion shall be made at the same sitting; 
{it) not more than one matter can be discussed on the same motion, 
and the motion must he restricted to a specific matter of recent 
occurrence ; 



U ADJOURNMENT MOTION, [14th Sept., 

(in) the motion rauHt not revive di«rusifiion on a matter which has 
been discussed in the same session; 

Sir, since it is the first day of the session my honourable friend the Chief 
Minister cannot take shelter behind sub^section (iii) of section 98. 

(ir) the mot(ion must not anticipate a matter which has been previously 
appointed for consideration. 

There has been no previous appointment apart from my honourable friend’s 
allegation about a previously appointed intention to file an appeal to His 
Majesty in Council. 

The Hon’hle Mr. Ha 8a SUHRAWARDY: Leave has been taken. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Leave has not been taken. 
You do not know the procedure for taking leave under either section 109 
or 110 of the f’i^il Procedure Code or under the newly constituted flovem- 
ment of India Act, 1935. 

(iv) the motion must not anticipate a matter whicli has been previously 
appointed for consideration, or with reference to which a notice 
of motion has been previously given ; and 

Th« Hon’bto Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I am sorry to interrupt on 
points of fact. Leave ha.s been ^obtained by the Federal Court. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mr. SuhrawardyVs statements 
[)f facts are always accurate, 

(r) the motion must not deal with a matter on which a resolution could 
not be move<(. 

K resolution cannot be moved with reference to this jiarticuiar motion 
ivhich is now before you and before the Assembly. 

I therefore submit with all humility that whether it is a question of 
^Hjur ruling or whether it is a (juestion of the decision which you may be 
jailed upon to make, the motion i.s perfectly in order. May I also refer 
irou, Sir, to the opening section in Part VII — rule 96? It cannot be denied 
lliat this is a definite matter of urgent public importance and therefore, 
Sir, there is no question about objection on that ground, and the objec- 
ions raised by my honourable friend the Chief Minister are objections 
which are 'absolutely untenable, intended only for the purpose of shielding 
i system of government and for the purpose of scotching a discussion. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, my knowledge of forensic 
aw may be defective but the matter is suh judia especially when leave 
ms been granted, and it is n fact that leave was granted by the Federal 
[^ourt, and therefore from the initial stage right up to the final decision 
lie matter is to be taken as snh judice. I may be, as I have said, not mi 
wutant with the sections and so on and so forth but the jurisprudence behind 
he theory of suh judicc is common knowledge. 

Dr. NALINAIC8HNA BANYALs Jurisprudence of AUgarh! 
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Mr* ABDUR RAHMAN SIDOIQI: Jurinprudenoe of Alifcarb is the 
best in India. Sir, out of 12 candidates 11 passed first class and I second 
class — record in India. 

The second point to which I should like lo. draw your attention is 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Is my fi^iend Mr. Siddiqi the 
thirteenth onei' 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN SIDOIQI: Sir. thi.s is the relevance that you 
notice in their arjfuments. Sir, it is no use trying? to explain to them 
because they* are determined not to accept. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I w'ant your advice. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I cannot advise you. My humble 
submission to you is not to he taken away liy an arjfument which is not 
entirely disinterested. 

Mr. dOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr.^Speaker, 1 will ^ive only one 
fact. The Government of Hetignl obtained leave from the Hifrh ('ourt to 
appeal against the decision regarding Ordinance It) ot and I think 

the Member in charge of the Judicial Department will < dearly tell you that 
though that permission has been obtained the Government «»f lleugal has 
not filed any appeal before the Federal Court. 1 urn making this state- 
««anent that on Ordinance XIX of I94d judgment was delivered by the 
Hon’ble (’hief Justice, Mr. Justice Mitter and Mr. Justice Khundkar ami 
then the Chief Justice granted permis.'^ion to the Government of Bengal 
for filing m appeal and we know that they were talking aUmt filing an 
appeal. They even drew up grounds of appeal but ultimately they have 
not filed any appeal. That being so, that fact alone will exjdain that 
obtaining leave 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not quite relevant to the point. 

« Mr. JOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Yes, Sir, it is relevant in this wa,v 
that mere taking leave does not amount to filing an appeal, and does not 
make a matter sub judice. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 1 would like U) hear Mr. Suhrawanly. 
Will he kindly enlighten me? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, my view, if 1 may say 

so, is this. Sfih judice does not necessarily mean that the matter is being 
agitated in a court of law. If you are satisfied that a case will surely he 
filed, if you are satisfied about our fwiia ficUs that we shall file the case it 
becomes itub judice. Our point of view is that inasmuch as we do intend 
filing an appeal, it would be entirely wrong on the part of Government t(v 
take steps in respect of a decision which is being contested,— steps which 
might become irrevocable — steps which we r^nnot retrace should the 
«pp^ be decided in our favour. In the meantime, the first application 
has already heefi made in respect of the decision against which we are 
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i^pealing. The whole thing k a question of intention. If you are satis- 
fied that we do intend filing an appeal and that we have taken all the steps 
necessary, then the .case is xub judice. There is still time to file an appesJ. 

•If. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: J£ay I just draw your attention in 
this connection to one fact Y 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Buhu, will you kindly resume >'our seat for one 
moment?' Mr. vSuhruwurdy, do I understand you to suggest that when 
there are indications from (Government to the effect that they intend to file 
An appeal, that in itself will make a motion for adjournment inadmissible? 
Do you mean to say that? What is the ordinary meaning of the terin 
jvdur''? If you say this that when a Court is in seizin of a matter, 
it is certainly xvh jndicc. There is no doubt about that. But M'hen no 
Court is in seizin of a matter, can it be said that the matter is suh judice? 
If I acciept your argument, it <*omes to this that when there is any intention 
on the part of a party to move the higher Court, we have got to assume 
that the matter is Kiib judice.' The question is whether it w'ill make any 
dift’erence between the intenticm of (Government and the intention of an 
individual who is not (Government. Therefore if such a matter comes up 
before this House, any honourable member can rise and say: “Well, 
though no Court is in seizin of a particular matter but the person 
interested intends to file an appeal” and the Speaker is satisfied. Then 
diacussion on that subject w’ill be stopped. 

Th® Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: What I beg to submu is 
this. Here one (,'ourt has done as mucli as it possibly could, namely, that 
it gave us leave to file an appeal. The question is that of intention and 
that intention, whether il is of (iovernmeiit or of u person, makes no 
difference. You must be satisfied whether an ap])eal is going to he tiled 
or not. If you are satisfied with regard (o this. \o\i should eonsiiler it 
jtuh judice for the purjioses of an adjournment motion. I liave a vague 
recfdleetion that either in this House or in the Council the President dis- 
allowed such a mutiou for a<ijuuriimeut in u taivse when (iovernment stated 
that the mutter was under inve.stigati<m. It had n<»t been taken seizin of 
by the ('ourt but (Government intemled to tile a ease and bring it before 
the Court. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, the proposition enunciated by 
Mr. Suhrawardy is extremely dangerous from the point of view' of the 
rights and privileges of this House. I’here is no limitation of time for 
filing an appeal hefoit* the Privy Council, particularly in criminal cases. 
'Ihey rely on the mere fact that the\ have obtained leave to ap{>eai. Once 
that is sought to be put forward as an argument that the matter is .mh 
judice^ then by obtaining that leave and never filing an appeal they can 
for ever prevent this House from diseussing the matter. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There is one more iMjint about which 1 want to be 
Bure. With regard to the first point of Sii' Nazim uddin, namely, that^ 
aoeording to the convention — ^lie has not used the word “convention^'; be 
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lu wid “tradition” — of this Honse, when a matter cBn be diacnssed dnriaf 
iliis sMion in connection with any ot^her matter, no adjournment motion 
should be allowed. So far as I am concerned, I am not aware of anything 
like that. Is there any precedent in this House? 

Tho Hon’ble Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDtNs Sir, I actually heard about 
this adjournment motion at about twenty minutes to four and as far as 
I am informed my office got notice of it at about 3-30 p.m. So I have not 
been able to come prepared. As far as my recollection goes, I am fairly 
certain about the mulier that Sir Azlzul Haque more than once enunciated 
this priiu'iple that when n matter can be discussed by means of a budget 
cut motion 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: DonH talk of budget cut motions 
this lime. We have got to deal with 70 items in five days’ time. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But why should he repeat that joke. 
Sir? 

The Hofl’bte Khwaja 8ir NAIIMUDDIN: 1 think, Sir, that if the rulings 

of Sir Azizul in budget sessions are looked into, you will find it. If it it 
not in the rulings, then it is one of the conventions which he had set up. 

Then, Sir, I may just say oue word about the matter being judice. 
I feel that sub judice has got no meaning if where there is a possibility of 
an appeal being filed during the time-limit we discuss a matter and prt^judice 
the Court. Mr. Basu has pointed out that in the Privy Council there is no 
time-limit but there is practically a convention that it must be done in a 
short time; otherwise leave to file is not granted. 1 submit. Sir, that 
as far as this House is concerned, if this modus operandi is accepted that 
where it is a.scertained definitely that leave has been obtained or notice has 
been given that an appeal w'ill he filed, then during the pendency of the 
time-limit for an appeal the matter should be treated as sub judice. Other- 
wise, it will have no meaning. (Hai Hahknora Nath Cnu nHi ui : There is 
BO time-limit in filing an appeal in this case.) 1 am talking of other cases. 
As far as the Privy Council cases are concerned, there the convention is 
that it must be done w'ithin a reasonably short term. (Dr. Nalinsksha 
Sanyal : You must act immediately according to the order of the Court.* 
Xou must set the prisoners at liberty.) I am not talking about the 
question of release. I am talking about our right to discuss the matter so 
that the Court may not be prejudiced by any decision that may bfe taken. 
That is the convention about sub judice. That is my point of view and now 
it- is for you to decide. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think 1 have got to give my ruling here and now, 
because today is the day for the presentation of the budget and we have 
got to see that the budget is properly gone through. Now the motion dealt 
with a matter of the utmost importance. There can be no denying that 
ibid there has been no discussion with regard to that as well. Admittedly^ 
Aorefdre, this is a matter which the House would like to diaouss. fhM 
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qoMtion i« whether, in view of the may he discussed 

during the cut mo tions^ of J^g,,feigtot«.ito^ 

stnMpwrTB 18 other point is whether, on account 

oftlus matter hem^Ljuhiudice^ the motion is or is not in order. 


Now I shall begin from the second point. It has been stated that this 
matter should be considered to be iub judice. The reason assigned is that 
leave has been obtained of the Federal Court to appeal to the Privy Council 
and, that that makes this matter ^uh iuAir.p.^ T rpf^rftt. I cannot accept this 
means that the matter is subject oT^adJ^^ of a 
^competent court and it is sub judice only if some court is in seizin of it. 
In this p as tieaiaj r J iaaa»vl^yj!^ ha^.be^^ obtained to appeal to the Privy Council 
but no could kave been 

said in favour of this argument, if this leave liad been obtained as a special 
leave of the Privy Council itself. There it could have been said that the 
Privy Council is in seizin of it or it has taken notice of the case. But the 
Privy Council cannot now by any stretch of imagination be said to be in 
seizin of this matter. It may be that the Government of Bengal intend in 
ell seriousness to file an appeal but there may be many reasons which may 
induce them subsequently not to prefer an appeal. Take for example things, 
which I hope will not take place but which are not impossible to take place. 
Take for instance this: Tomorrow there may be a change of Government: 
The next Government that will come in may not perhaps take the trouble 
of filing an appeal. Therefore, with the best of intentions or earnestness 
on the part of the present Government, it cannot be said that such an appeal 
will surely be filed by its successor. That is with regard to fact and that 
is an extreme case which is not likely to take place. But there may be 
many reasons like this. There may be a change of policy on the part of 
the Central Government even and, therefore, it may not be necessary to 
file an appeal. Apart from these speculations, let us now come to the 
point, namely, whether it may be said by any stretch of imagination that 
any court, either the Privy Council or any court in British India, is in 
seisin of this matter. The moment the Federal Court passed its judgment, 
that court ceased to have seizin of this matter. tMr. Santosh Eumau 
Basu : The Privy Council is not a Court either.) It is clear that after a 
judgment is pronounced by a court, that judgment is subject to criticism 
and it is criticized almost daily by the press. That does not constitute a 
contempt of court because no court is in seizin of the matter unless an 
appeal is actually filed. Therefore, I am clea zl¥'^of op inion that it cannot 
be said lhat any co\ut..is in seheiu of this matter and "waAAes- ia 

Now the next point that arises in this connection for consideration is; 
though it in not sub judice^ strictly speaking, whether it is desirable that 
matters of this description should be allowed to be discussed in the Assembly 
in the circumstances stated in the present case, namely, where there is a 
•erious desire, a bo^ta fide desire and intention on the part of the Govemment 
lo move in this matter. I, standing here os the custodian of the right^ 
and privilegea of llus House, will never say that whenever there is a desir^ 
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on tint part of the OoTernznent to move in this matter* thia House should not 
have the right to discuss it. (Hear, hear.) I will say that this House has 
got the right4o^jiiiiftm.i^ »• h wmi < 

oiwsing it. Therefore, t^]t is^j^ reglM:?^ jpoint of 

tub judice. - 

Then coming to the other question, namely, convention in this House, 
I have just consulted the Secretary and he is of opinion that it cannot be 
said as a matter of convention that discussions of matters like this in a 
Budget Session have always been overruled. This cannot be said to be so. 
As 1 looked into the rules I find that there is a sort of partial bor during 
the voting on demands and it is perfectly correct that there it is a quesion 
of principle. When actq(»jt;y gQiiag.,aa*.t^ be discussed 

thr eadbare b y a .Xtlt » Consequently, it would be a sheer trasle of 

time^oFf henou se to allow the matter to be discussed and again brought up 
during the same session by a cut motion. Therefore, I think that so far a| 
that part of the argument is concerned^it jqppjiies tq ^l^u pfuriod covered by. 
voiiiqji:^on demandg^^ In this e«4M^, it is not so. Today is tjje 

cay for the presentation of the budget. Therefore, the rules do not stand 
in our way. 

But I felt another difficulty in my way. I am told by my Office, by tbs 
Secretary, that there are precedents to cover that, and that is this. When 
the budget has got to be gone through, the presentation of the budget must 
take place today. My idea of an adjournment motion is that it is given 
priority over all other business, that is to say, every other business of the 
day is su.spended to give preference to that matter. That is the very 
essence of an adjournment motion. Now jjiidged by that st^udurd it 
becomes extremely diffij^|i,^tgk.ullow 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* I am sorry to interrupt you, Sir. I 
want to submit that it is not our intention to shut out the budget. We can 
bring this up tomorrow, So far a.? the Opposition is concerned we shall be 
prepared to go through the Bill in a much shorter time if the debate Is taken 
up on this issue. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr, Sanyal, vou are often veiy' helpful but sometimes, 
I must say, you are a sort of an obstruction i.st. You will excuse me for 
using this mild expression. While I was giving my ruling, you ought to 
have some patience. 

Dr. MALINAK8HA SANYAL: I am sorry, Sir, and I express my regret. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thank you for that, and 1 also withdraw my remark* 

Now, I think I w-as pointing out my difficulty with regard to the 
presentation of the budget. If there is any convention in this House that 
this adjournment motion can be taken up on a subsequent date-<-raml I am 
told that there is such a convention — there would not be much difficulty, 
but at the same time I should like to remind the House that it was agre^ 
•in a conference of all the Whips of the parties and therefore 1 take it, with 
the eonseni of the leaders of all the parties, the entire business m^t 
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!• iflished witiiin a certain ntimber of days and tkat the two Billa, mamelTj 
At Btngal Vagrancy Bill and the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill must 
be finished within the two days allotted for them viz., the loth and the 
16th. And now if the House agree that they will see that these two Bills 
are gone through and finished in cousae of tomorrow, then and then only 
this adjournment motion can be taken up on the 16th. If the House agrees 
to that, I think all these difficulties can be got over; and therefore if I am 
to allow this motion, 1 think, 1 have got to fix the date and the time. 
Therefore I want to know first of all if the House agrees to the discussion 
of this matter on the 16th at 4 p.m. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, if we finish the two Bills within 
tomorrow, there will not be any business for the day after tomorrow, and 
in that case there cannot be any occasion for adjournment of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: There will be some business left over and that business 
will he finished in a few minutes after question time, and then we will take 
Up the adjournment motion. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, may I suggest that tomorrow we 
finish the Vagrancy Bill and we give an undertaking to have it finished in 
Course of half an hour. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, when you are speaking of an undertaking, 
have you consulted your leader? 

Mr. EYED BADRUDDOJAs Sir, we can have it on Saturday morning. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But we have business also allotted for that day. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: At what time we are meeting tomorrow. Sir? 

Mr. 8PE AKERS At 4-30 p.m. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: That being so, we will have half an hour’s time to 
finish the Vagrancy Bill and the Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think it is settled then that we finish our business, 
say, at 4 p.m. on the 16th — I mean, the business on the agenda for the 15th 
iiid the 16th, and then we will take up the adjournment motion. 

^ Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALI Sir, I have consulted the leaders of 
different parties. It will he convenient for us and for the Government also 

tomorrow we finish the Vagrancy Bill and then proceed with the 
adjournment motion. The Agricultural Income-tax Bill may he taken up 
and finished the day after tomorrow. 

. Mr. SPEAKERS The first thing is, you see, 1 am not quite in order 
myself. Before I allow it to be discussed I must see if there is any objection 
to it and then I must take the sense of the House, because otherwise it vdll 
|e impossible. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEEl Sir, I do not understand wbaA 
j|W» Sanyal exactly means. If tomorrow we take up the Vagrancy Bill and 
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prooiNid to diacuM ibe adjournment motion, tkit meane that both of thain 
will hav« to be finished within half an hour. You said that the House would 
meet at. 4-30 p.m. on that da^^. Allotting one hour for questions there 
remains onljr half an hour for the Vagraney Bill plus the adjournment 
motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Mookerjee, if is quarter to six now, and we haxe 
got much woik to do which must be finished very quickly. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEE: Sir, what 1 would like to suggest 
is that in consultation w^ith the Leader of the House you decide whether 
the adjournment motion should be admitted or not, then you should take 
the sense of the House whether the inotion should he adopted or not and 
then in consultation with the Leader of the House and the leaders of all the 
parties you fix the date, either tomorrow or the day after. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. I will do that. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 have no objection t the 

only thing is it is impossible to take up the adjournment motion tomorrow, 
but we have no objection to the 16tfa being fixed if tbs House is in agree- 
ment. As you^. have already mmlu Ibw soudi t i ew ptUfi om i 

agreements would beobsirved, we have no objection il the House agaaos. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then I hold that this motion is in order. Is there any 
objection? (No objection'"^ was raised.) t lee there Is ho objection. It 
is admitted. With regard to the time and the hour it will be announced 
iomorrdw. 


ORDINAMOfi. 

Tha Bengal Vagrancy tfitlinanoaf ISIS. 

The HoA*bia Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 beg 
to lay the Bengal Vagrancy Ordinance, 1948, before the Assembly, under 
•eetien SB (a) of the Government of India Aei, 1935 


BUDGET ESTlMATESt 1S4S-44. 

Statament by tha Hon’ble tha PUianca Miniatir. 

The Hon’bit Mr. TULSI CHANDRA OOSWAMI: Mr. Speaker, 1 rial 
ie present the budget for the year 1943*44. 

Five months of the year to which these estimates relate have already 
passed; and this is now the third time that the estimates for 1943*44 Have 
been before (he House but 1 hardly think 1 need, or indeed shall be expected, 
to remind the House of the circumstances in which niore than five months 
Info the financial year Government find themselves without due sanction 
•lor the appropriations necessary to carry eii the admiutstratioii of the 
^ pf l a t ce. etiitts of the July eesaioii art i«0 fresh it the miiids ef ba 
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ill for it to be necessary for me to recall bow you, Sir, ruled as out of 
Government's proposal to move the demands that had not been voted 
in Ifarch last before the fall of the Fazlul Huq Ministry. We have studied 
your ruling, Sir, and the estimates laid before the House this afternoon 
have been prepared in the light of the observations contained in that ruling. 

I propose to make one reference only to the constitutional aspect of the 
present proceedings. In the course of your ruling, Sir, you said, “The 
rules regarding the time for presentation of the budget, etc., could not for 
obvious reasons be complied with 

Df* NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, may I venture to suggest that 
the budget speech be taken as read. 

The Hofi*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; This is very unfair. It has 
never been done in the case of the budget speech. I strongly protest. 

Dr* NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: It is only to save time. 

Mr* SPEAKER* There is still time. ' 

The HOfl'ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMI: ‘Section 78 of the 
Act does aot prescribe any time when the annual financial statement is to 
be presented, though rule 12 of the Governor’s Rules does. It is only 
reasonable to hold that in extraordinary circumstances not covered by the 
la# it should be permissible to place the annual financial statement even after 
the year has commenced or proceeded further. I do not think there can be any 
serious objection to such a procedure”. These, Sir, are your words. , 

If I may be allowed to say so, I entirely agree. But, with a view to 
ensure, as far as possible, that our endeavours to comply with the 
provisions of the Constitution Act and the Rules made thereunder may not 
be rendered iufructuous on the ground that they contravene rule 12 ol 
the Governor’s Rules, the Governor after consultation with you. Sir, has 
been pleased to make an ad hoc Rule to govern the time for the fresh 
presentation of the estimates for the current financial year. 

One word, Sir, about the form of the estimates : honourable members will 
eiwerve that there has been a change in the form of the budget. In the 
first place, the customary revised estimates for the preceding year have been 
replaced by actuals since these actuals are now to band. In the second 
place instead of the usual single column headed “budget estimate, 1943-44” 
or such other year as may be appropriate, the estimates for 1943-44 have 
been exhibite<l in three columns: reading from the right, we have first a 
column in which is shown “Actual expenditure from Ist April 1943 to 
24th April 1943” : next we have a column showing “Estimated expenditure 
irom 26th April 1943 to Slat March 1944”: and finally there is a column 
in which has been entered the aggregate of tbe other two columns, 
^presenting the estimated expenditure for the whole year. 

^ In deference to the opinion expressed bv vou. Sir, in your ruling of 7th 
Igly, that honourable members were entitled to have at least some indication^ 

the amount of expenditure incurred between Ist and 24th April, the 
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A«»wrtaBt-Oei.eniI, Bengal, waa requested to compHe from his account 
registm as accuretely a, possible the expenditure during the section 93 
^uustration. He furnished the figures now placed before the House hut 

whS"Ln'l». r / 

hole months the figures in question are in many oases based on rough 
calculations with no pretensions to meticulous accuracy. 

I hope, Sir, that the form in which the estimates have now been drawn 
^^nd presented will be satisfactory to the House from every point of 

for the current year I shall review 
very bnefly the working of the past year. 

According to the Budget estimate the vear 1942-43 was to start will. .. 
opening JiSlance of a c^re and 15 lakhs mid to end tra dolg Zl" 

5 r ““ stood at a crore and 

32 lakhs and <he closing balani e at 2 crores and 61 lakhs The irnnrnvAmm 9 

of a croie and 82 lakhs in the closing balance is made up as Sw. «n 

iTthril”^ '’‘*'1’'' ‘’T "" of 82 lakhs 

"ertion; and an improvement of 82 lakhs outside the Revenue 

Account. Ut me now give a brief account of each of these changes 

The irapiovement in the opening balance was due mainly to the slowing 
down of expenditure in the closing months of 1941-42 as I 
war-time economy following the entrj- into the war of Japan. ^ 

, Revenue receipt.^ amounted to 16 crores 60 lakh* against the original 
estimate of 15 cores and 70 lakhs and thus proved 80 lakhs Wter ^h.n 
was originally anticipated. The main variations from the orig narlsl mate, 
were an ...crease of 47 lakhs under Income-Tax and 72 lakhs u«derK™ise 

under Income-Tax was due mainlv to the war boom in industries The 
improvement under Excise is attributable in the main to the 'larwr 
consumption of country liquor as a result of the influx into the Province ..f 
non-Bengal, lalmurers. factory workers, rau,p-followers and evacuee* 
addicted to liquor: but our revenues have also b.-nefited coiisideraWv in 
consequence of the greatly dimini.shed supplies of imported liquor in place 
of which consumers have turned to what is called "foreign liquor** made 
m India. The .^ecrease under Other Taxes and Duties i* due principally 

Airrin«*t I™™ anticipated. 

provision of on© crore. actuals amounted to 69 lakhs 
only. This was the first year in which the Act was in operation for a full 
twelve months and in consequence the original estimate was very largelv 
a matter of guess work. The Budget estimate may have been on the high 
aide even for normal conditions, but there can be no doubt that receipts 
wew very largely affected by the reduction of private sales of building 
luatenals and of imported consumer’s goods. 

• Kevenue Expenditure, although the actuals, in total, almost exactly 

^nalM the original estimate, important variation* occurred under three 
luain heads. There wee an increase of 49 lakh* nnder Famine Belief and 
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S lakbi under Extraordinary Cliarges, set oiff by a decrease of 92 lakbs under 
ril Works. The increased expenditure under Famine Belief became 
necessary owing to the devastation caused by the cyclone and tidai wave 
in the districts of Midnapore and 24-Pargana8. The increase under 
Extraordinary Charges was due partly to the intensihcatiou of A.B.P. and 
Civil Defence activities and partly to special measures designed to meet the 
exigencies of the war situation. Some of the more important schemes under 
the second category were the creation of the Directorate of Civil Supplier, 
the organisation of Home Guards, the grant of sejxiration and other 
allowances in non-family areas and additional war-time police. The decrease 
under Civil Works was due partly to the drastic curtailment of work and 
jortly to the delay in the making of an accounting adjustment the effect 
of which would have been to raise the actuals under this head by over 
20 lakhs. 

Outside the Bevenue Account a surplus of 70 lakhs was anticipated 
the Budget stage. In actual working this surplus turned out to be a crore ' 
AJid 61 lakhs. This improvement of 81 lakhs was the result of a loan el 
2} crores from the Government of India, set off by hea\der outgoings under 
s}»ocial advances and under advances to cultivators. The increase under 
spetnal advances amounted to 93 lakhs out of which 68 lakhs was for the 
purchase of food grains and 15 lakhs for the acquisition of motor \ehiclee 
for civil defence purposes. Under advances to cultivators the original 
piovision was 16 lakhs only. Actuals however amounted to 94 lakhs, the 
tnrifuiee being due to widespread distress of unprecedented severity caused 
by cyclone jand flood. 

Sir, I shall now pass to the estimates for the current year, 1943-44. 

The opening balance was 2 crores 61 lakhs ; the estimates provide fair • 
IffVtoue of 16 crovea 44 lakhs and an expenditure on revenue account td 
26 cjorea 80 inkhs. And so in a year in which our revenue is expected te 
be two crorea higher than that of last year, our best year up to date, there 
will be a deficit on revenup account of 7 crores 36 lakhs ! 

In Bengal of late we have unfortunately grown accustomed to deficit 
J^dgets but a deficit of over 7 crores is something new and something very 
etariling. On the other hand the conditions confronting us today are quit^ 
unparalleled. This huge deficit is due entirely to the burden laid on our 
revenues by measures for the relief of distress in our present misfortunes. 
In Bengal today there is only one problem that matters: the food jiroblem. 
Every one who has seen the plight in which Bengal finds herself today witi 
agi'ee that this is no time for half measures and no matter what the cost. 
Government must afford relief to those unfortunates for whmn failure 16 
afford relief may mean death by starvation. 

Sir, with this brief declaration of Government’s policy, I return to the 
review of the current year’s estimates. 

I have said that the deficit on revenue account will be 7 crorea 36 kikhi,^ 
JbEpenenoe has taught us that aa opening balance of 2 ernes 61 lakhs i6 
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AOiift too largo and so ontaide the lerenue account we frcfcw te herrew 
encK aums as will provide a suridus in the Debt Deposit Section of the Budget 
mtfficient to counterbalance the deficit on revenue account and leave the 
opening balance intact as the closing btdance for the year. 

How, Sir, let me fill in the details of this broad outline. 

As I have already stated, the estimated revenue for the current year 
is 18 (Tores 44 lakhs or on*' emre 94 lakhs lietter than the actual receipts 
in which at Hi crores 50 lukhs represents our best year to date. 

The main items of improvement are 65 lakhs under Excise, 50 lakhs undelr 
Stamps and 75 lakhs under Other Tuxes and Duties. 

The increase under Extdse is attributable in jiart to iiu^rensed 
consumption and in part to the enbanceiiient of the rates of duty on liquor^ 
fffittja and opium undertaken with the twofold pur|)ose of reducing 
consumption and mopping up surplus purchasing power. 

Mr, SPEAKER: We have got to rise punctually at 6 o’clock on aoocunt 
-of Rainxfm, So it is better that we should take the remaining portiim of 
the speech as read. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYa\: That is not possible, Sir. The 
Chief Minister made a serious objection to that and we will not permit any 
portion of the speech which is not actually read out in this House to bo 
regarded as read. 

Mr« fPEAKERl I quite oae the force of yanr reoson. 

Dr. DALINAICitIA tANYALf It ^es nrrt matter IT the remaining 
fOfrtion is not read out. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will be unfair. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Whv? The budget is there. I! a 
gp o oc h is not delivered that does not matter. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQi: Sir, statements by Ministers Jhavo 
lieen falten as read and have formed part of the official report of thio 
Aasembly. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know that has been done in the past. On Chi» 
Wcoaaion Dr. Sanyal also insisted that that should be done, but the oppoai* 
lion came from the Leader of the House. This is the whole tronblo. 

me Hoii’bla Khwiji Sir NAZIMUDOINs May I explain tlic stage sA 
whieli I took exception 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALl Ton want to shut down the ICmkler 
lor Civil Supplies. 
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Mr. iPlAKlRs Order, pleaee. Let him speak. 

Tilt H0ll*bl# Khwaji Sir NAZIMUODINs I thought it would be against 

a very valuable convention if we start taking a whole thing as read, because 
from time immemorial members have l|stened to budget speeches with great 
patience. As regards the Food Minister’s speech I considered that it would 
be impossible in lo minutes’, to read out a statement of this character 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If the Food Minister gives us a printed 
speech and if it is circulated tomorrow, then we shall be prepared to accept 
this. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US Sir, I want to draw your attention to 
« very serious omission which has taken place. The Bengal Vagrancy 
Ordinance has not been placed before the House. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; It has been placed. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8US Nobody from this side of the House 
heard it. 

Mr. BREAKERS Mr. Basu, I twice drew the attention of the House 
and it was placed. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8Us Everybody on this side of the House 
aeys that it has not been done. 

Mr. ABDULLAH*AL MAHMOODs Because they were unmindful. 

, Mr. BREAKER: X cannot detain the House any longer. It is already 
past 6 o'clock. I would no w as k the Finance Minister to read out tl^ 
conclusion and the rest will be takein las read. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Do we also take it that the Minister in 
, charge of Civil Supplies will have his speech circulated ? 

Mr. BREAKER: 1 will ask the Hon'ble Minister in charge as to wbat 
be has got to say. But let the Finance Minister finish first. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: The bulk of the 
^improvement under Stamps occurs under ^^Non-Judicial" and is due to an 
axpansion in the volume of transactions, such as transfers of immovable 
^property, involving the use of non-judicial stamps. 

Dnder Court-fees too a slight upward trend is visible after yeaiu of 
almost continuous decline. 

Out of the total increase of 75 lakhs under Other Taxes and Duties, 
some 40 lakhs are due to the enhancement of the rates of levy in reepect 
of Enlertuinment Tax, Betting Tax and Electricity Duty under the Bengal 
Finance Act, 1943. .The bulk of the renuuning increase occurs under Sales 
*^ax nud is due mainly to the general rise in the price of commodities a^ 
«paoiaUy of imported consumer’s goods. 
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*Ae estimatAd revenue expenditure in the current year is 25 crores 81 
lukha against an actual expenditure of 16 crores 73 lakhs in 194243. The 
increase is thus a little over 9 crores. 

Out of this, the loss on the sale of subsidised food accounts for 3j 
crores. With a view to meet the acute shortage of foodstuffs in this 
Province Government have been obliged' to undertake large scale purchase 
and distribution of foodgmiris. For the exhibition of these trading 
transactions, a new head “86 A — Capital outlay on Provincial Schemes 
connected with the War” has been opened this year in the “Capital” 
Section of the Budget. Government’s outlay on food grains will be recorded 
under this head and the sale-proceeds will be taken in reduction of the 
outlay booked under the head. If the sale-proceeds are sufficient to cover 
the cost of our purchases, the net outlay under the head will be nil and 
nr debit to provincial revenues will be involved. Unfortunately the average 
cost price of certain essential foodstuffs, particularly of rice, has for some 
time past been far Wyond the capacity of the jworer sections of the public 
and it ha.s been Government’s policy to make rice and other fomlstuffs 
available to such i)ersons at concession rates through a chain of “control*,^ 
shops and special grain shops l)oth in Calcutta and in the mufassUl* 
Government have also 'sanctioned the opening of deiMirtmeutal shops for 
the supply to non-gazetted Government servants drawing pnv not exceeding 
Rs.300 of certain foodstuffs at concession rates. It is estimated that thb 
loss involved in these snles will he not less than crores, 2} croies on 
account of sales to the public and 1 crore on account of sales to 
Government employees. This loss is chargeahh* to revenue and will be 
adjusted by debit to “03 — FA'traordinnry charges” with a corresponding 
deduct entry under the Capital head to balance the original capital outlay. 
f. The next largest increase occurs under Famine Relief: where there is 
a provision of 3 crores 52 lakhs against last year’s actual expenditure of 
52 lakh.s. Agaiii.st an average outlay of alx)ut 10 lakhs in normal years, 
the exjHMiditure on relief operations rose lust year to 52 lakhs. This was 
due mainlv tp the havoc caused by the cvclone and tidal wave in the 
di.stricts of Midnapore and 24-Parganas. Ibis year there has been a 
verv serious deterioration of the economic condition over (he greater part 
of the Province. Last year’s cyclone and this year’s floods have a share 
tn the responsibility for the present condition of the Province but th® 
teain cause of today’s widespread distress is the fantastically high price 
bf nee. The estimated cost of relief operations now stands at 3 crorea 
’62 lakhs of which a crore and 90 lakhs is on account of gratuitems relief 
and the balance for Test works. In order to minimise the inflationary 
affect of these relief measures, relief is being given wherever possible in kinj. 

The next item that calls for comment is an increase of 66 lakhs under 
Agriculture, This is due mainly to an intensification of the “Grow Mora- 
'Rood” campaign which wa.s instituted in the preceding year at a total 
cost of 21 lakhs. The provision on this account in the current year amounts 
•to close noon 83 lakhs. The more iraportont items on this rear’s programme 
«fe the distribution of 3 lakhs maunds of aman paddy seeda^ of 60 thousand 
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pMiiindt of wlneat aeeds and of 42 thmifland maands of gtam, lentil and 
smitand seeds. The distribution of aman paddy seeds has already been 
oompleted. Among subsidiary items may be mentioned a scheme for 
irrigation by means of Persian wheels at a cost of half a lakh; a scheino 
for the cultiTation of fodder croffe at a cost of H lakhs; and another 
scheme costing 2 lakhs designed. to stimulate the growth of vegetables. 
The Government of India have agreed to make an inteiest-free advance in 
respect of half the cost of seed distribution. This advance will be credited 
to the Debt Dejmsit Section of the Budget and repaid immediately after 
the recovery of the seed loans. 

The expenditure on Civil Works in the current year is expected to be 
some 65 lakhs higher than the actuals for 194243. The increase is dun 
partly to the adjustment during the current year of certain charges relating 
to 194243 and partly to the enhanced price of road and building materiale* 

There is an increase of 27 lakhs under Police more than half of which is 
due to the sui/plementary dearness allowance and the balance to such items 
as reorganisation of Civic Guards, Emergency Areas Bonus and increased 
ekarges for clothing and equipment. 

The increase of 11 lakhs in the Irrigation Budget is due mainly to thk 
ffpatr of irrigation embankments damaged by cyclone and flood. 

Interest charges are higher by nearly 15 lakhs as a result of heavier 
borrowing regarding which I shall have more to say when I deal with the 
Debt Deposit Section of the Budget. 

Another item of increased expenditure is a subvention of 51 lakhs to tbh 
Calcutta Corporation, representing a moiety of the War Risks (Factories) 
Insurance premium and a lump grant of Rs.5 lakhs as recommended b)^ 
Mr. Qurner to supplement the Corporation’s closing balance for 194243. 

Finally, the expansion and reorganisation of the Department of Civil 
Supplies accounts for an increase of 31 lakhs. Half of ibis increase it 
required to meet the cost of the additional staff first engaged in June last 

the purpose of the combined anti-hoarding drive and census of foodstuffs 
throughout the Province and since retained to supervise the work ol the 
food committees brought into Wing at that time. The balance is requii-ed 
to meet the additional cost of new or expanded offices under the Directomt# 
amongst which particular mention may he made of the office of the Cbntroller 
of Wheat and Wheat Products with an officer in T/ahore whose task it is 
aot only to expedite the despatch of all consignments intended for BenTsl, 
but also to make such purchases outside the basic plan as opportunity 
jmrmits; of a special relief organisation and of an Intelligence Section to 
detect and to supervise the prosecution of offenders againvSt the Directorate*# 
etatutory orders. 

It hat not yet been found possible to work out the full details of the eoit* 
la£'. xattOAiBg wh ich is going to be mtroducod shortly. CoohstfiMmtlJit* •• 
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fveririiB €or tkis it^in baa bean iaoliided in tbe praaent eatimatea* 
coat it however expected to be considerable and a supplementary demand 
nail have to be put in in due course. 

Let me now turn to the Capital Section. I have already referred to the 
new head of account, *‘85A — Capital Outlay on Piovinciol Schemes connected 
with the War’* which has been ojiened in the current year for the exhibition 
of large scale trading transactions undertaken by Government. The 
achemes for which provision has been included under this head relate to the 
purchase and distribution of food grains and standard cloth and the builduig 
up of a reserve of salt. The outlay on the Grain Purchase Schemes is 
estimated at 10 orores of rupees and as already explained the loss involved 
in the subsidised sale of foodstuffs to the public and to Government emplo\et's 
on small pay is estimated at crores. This loss will he adjusted hy 
transfer to revenue. The outlay on standard cloth is e.stimnted at 7J croies 
and the whole of this amount is expected to he recovered. Ihe salt {mrehase 
scheme involves an outlay of 50 lakhs and os the salt is to !>e held as a 
reserve against emergencies the expenditure wilLremian outstanding at the 
close of the year. The net exi>enditure under “85 A” accordingly stands at 
50 lakhs. 


I may add that since the foregoing estimates were drawn up, a scheme 
has been formulated for the purchase of some 65 lakh mounds of the oifs 
arop at an estimated cost of 16 crores of ruix^es. Arrangements to finance 
these purchases have been completed with the Imperial Bank ot India. 

I shall now pass to the D<*bt Deposit Section of the Budget. The surplus 
under this stefion in 11M2-43 was a crore and a half. The present estimates 
provide for a surplus of 7 crores. The improvement of 5i crores is the 
result of larger borrowing set off to some extent by a larger issue of 
agricultural loans. 

In 11)42-43 our net borrowing amounted to 3} crores of whiefi 2J crores 
represented a Ways and Means Advance and 1 crore was an advance in 
respect of the Provincial share of the poolable Civil Defence expenditure. 
The present estimates provide for a total borrowing of 18 crores, including 
general Ways and Means Advances aggregating 9i crores, a rice purchase 
loan of 5J crores, a wheat purchase loan of IJ crores and a Civil Defonc 4 » 
advance of 1 crore. The repayment contemplated amounts to 7J crores, 
mcluding 2i crores on account of last year’s Ways and Means Advance and 
b crores on account of rice and wheat purchase loans taken in the current 
year. The net borrowing therefore amounts to lOJ crores, that is to say, 
T crores more than in 1942-43. On the other hand, owing to the senoua 
deterioration in the economic condition throughout the Province the Issue 
of agricultural loans will be on a very much larger scale in the current year 
and after taking into account the estimated recoveries there will be a net 
outgoing of 260 lakhs as against last year’s actual net outlay of 70 lakbi. 

It will appear from tbe foregoing analysis that although our revenue ia 
f eroree higher than last year, it has failed to keep pace with the hufO 
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fxpenditure forced upon us by the exigencies of the present situation and 
we ere faced in the current year with a revenue deficit of over 7 crores. 


Our outstanding debts at the close of the current year are estimated at 
14 crores made up as follows : — 

Crores 

Advance in respect of the Provincial share of poolable Civil 


Defence expenditure ... 2 

Ways and Means Advance ... 9^ 

Advance for purchase of food grains ... 2 

Advance in connection with ‘‘Grow More Food” schemes ... | 


Total ... 14 


It remains for me to give some indication of the measures I propose for 
reducing the startling gap between our expenditure and our revenue. 
Tomorrow I shall beg leave to introduce and move for reference to a Select 
Committee a Bill to impose an iucome-tax on agricultural incomes. I need 
not make a secret of OovernmenCs decision to introduce later in the year a 
Bill to enhance the sales tax. 

No revenue can be expected from an agricultural income-tax till 1944-45 
and it may not be possible to pass the legislation necessary to enhance our 
tales tax in time to afford any relief during the current financial year. And 
so for the present there is no alternative but to borrow and it is on this 
assumption that the estimates relating to the Debt Deposit Section of our 
Budget have been framed. 

lu my attempt to delineate a true picture of the financial position of the 
Government of Bengal, I have had to introduce wearisome details. It is a 
dismal picture that bears little resemblance to those which were presented 
before th^ Legislature in past years under less unhappv circumstances. 
Bengal, once so richly dowered with Nature’s bounties, is today bent double 
with woe and agony and is a suppliant for neighbourly charity. In the 
situation in which we find ourselves, there is no choice left to Government 
)mt to undertake in the very largest measure the task of relieving distress 
regardless of cost. 

Nature and Man seem to have con.spired to inflict on the people of this 
Province almost unbeorable sufferings, in the mitigation of which we 
may Have, from time to time, to violate the accepted canons of public 
finance with a view to the ultimate good. Within the space of less than 
a year, Bengal has been visited by two major natural calamities, imposing 
upon our resources a burden the magnitude of which can be at least 
partially judged by the figures I have given you in regard to our relief 
operations. It is a commonplace in conversation and journalism today to 
describe Bengal as a base of military operations. The presence of the large 
military personnel, the construction of aerodromes, roads and bridges, and 
ibe almost unlimited purchases of commodities have inevitably upfw^t tbe<^ 
iMllauee of the ecouomio life* of the Province and intensified the evil o| 
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Inflation. While it is the determined policy of our Government to adopt 
measures against inflation, it is only too obvious that many of 
the remedies which might suggest themselves to you or to me are beyond the 
Provincial Government’s powers. 

It must be remembered that Inflation which is set in motion by war 
conditions and is the creature of a vicious circle, itself creates vicious 
circles, in the general econ(»my of a country. Abnormal purchasing power 
created by and for Government is passed on to the i)eople. But it is so 
unevenly distributed that, among other evils, that of the “black market** 
is inevitable; for, as a result of inflation, the rich are richer and the poor 
poorer. We in Bengal have sought the assistance of the Government of 
India; we have, at great sacrifice, offered them co-operation. I sincerely 
hope that assistance will be rendered unto us in the spirit of the proverb: 
“He givelh twice who giveth soon”. 

A situation like this must naturally give rise to recriminations: 
recriminations between Government and people, between one Government 
and another. Not only do I desire to avoid recrimination, I wish that we 
the people of Bengal— nay, we the people of Indin—shoiild prayerfully 
re.solve that, however artfully some sovereign Demiurgus in the stars may 
have cast our parts, each one of us will be steeled by adversity and imiidleil 
to unite in a common endeavour to allay suffering, and in so acting to be 
the architect of a brighter and more glorious destiny for the laud of our 
birth. 

APFENOiX. 

[Figumi are in thounamle of rupei)e.j 

Actuals, Budget, 

19424.1. 1942.4S. 1943 44. 


R«ee^pt « — 


Opening Balance 

Revenue Recoints . . 

ReoeiptA from Debt Heads 

1,14,73 
, . IS.fi9.79 

1 8.03.39 

1.32,40 

lfi.49.97 

31.70,33 

2,60.46 

18.43.89 

44,50,12 

Total 

35.47.91 

49.52,70 

65.54,47 

JExpepditur&— 

Revenue Exp«)diture 

Capital Expenditure 

Expenditure on Debt Heads 

Closing Balanoe 

16,75,38 

-2.38 

17,96.17 

78,74 

16,73.16 

-1.05 

80,20,13 

2.60,46 

25,80,67 

50,29 

86.63,40 

2.60,21 

Total 

35,47,91 

49,52.70 

65,54,4? 

Jfrt RmuU— 

Surplus 4- 
DeBoit — 

(it) On Revenue Acemmt 

(fc) Outside Revenue Account 

(e) Net, excluding opening balance 

.. -1,05.59 

+ 69.60 
-35,99 

-23.19 
+ 1.51,25 
+ 1,28,06 

-7.36.6i 
+ 7,36.43 

-25 


Dr. MALIMAKSBA SANYALi Sir, may we have the Food Hiniater’a 
.afatement, either typed or printed, circulated hereafter f It ia a very 
important matter. $ 
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H Ufi tPIAKERS Sir Nacimuddin, it is already 6-8 p.m. now. I oannol 
tbe House waiting any longer. Beading out a speeck or an extempore. 
apeeoli from the Hon’ble Minister for CiTil Supplies is an impossibility al 
this stage today. It appears from wjiat Dr. Sanyal says that he desires 
that printed copies of the Minister's speech may be circulated. I would 
like to know whether that is practicable and whether there is any objection 
to it. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Can the Chair really take such a 
suggestion into consideration? The Hon'ble Minister for Civil Supplies 
may tell the House verbally what he has got to say. I am very doubtful 
if the Chair can recommend such a procedure at all, because it is not known 
yet whether the Minister .would read his speech or whether the Minister 
would keep his notes in hand and deliver his speech. Sir, you are establishing 
a convention to which members have every right to take exception. Because 
the honourable member for the municipalities of Murshidabad has come 
forwaad with the suggestion, it is not necessary that the Chair should give 
it attention. There are others also in this House who demand that the con- 
vention '*that the rules of debate shall not be broken'' shall not be interfered 
with.. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I quite agree with the last remarks 'of Mr. Siddiqi that 
discussion by extempore Speeches should be encouraged and that manuscript 
speeches should be discouraged. There is not the slightest doubt about 
that. That ought to be the procedure follow^ed in this House and hence- 
forth I would try to see that that is done. In other words, T would dis- 
courage manuscript speeches. But w'lth due respect to him I disagree with 
him when he says that it will be wrong to ask the Hon’ble Minister as to 
what he proposes to do. I have not asked him to do a particular thing in a 
particular way. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI; You are giving yoUr support. 
(Cries of ‘‘Order, order’* from the Opposition Benches. Dr. Naunaksha 
SaItyal: Ijearn manners.) (A Voice: From you!) (Laughter.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: For the convenient transaction of business in this 
House, as far as my memory goes, we have departed from many things on 
many occasions and the rules are only intended for the convenience of 
carrying on business in this House. That is why I have asked Sir Naeim- 
uddin what he has got to say in the matter. 

Tha Hoil'bit Klmnila Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I cannot tell you just now 
whether we can have it printed and circulated. Tomorrow we will see what 
can be done and 1 will inform you beforehand. 

Mr. SPEAKER I Thank you. The House stands adjourned till 4-30 p.m. 
tomorrow. 

Ailjounmiiiit 

^ The House was adjourned at 6-13 p.m. till 4-80 p.m. on Wednesday, tklf 
Utk September, 1943, at ike Assembly House, Calcutta. 



PioefNMKni* of the Benyal Legishttive Ateenihlr aMewhled undel 
' die provttlon* of the Govemiaeiit of Indie Act, 193S. 

The Assembly met in the 'Asi»embly Houtie, ■(^aleuttu, on Wetlnesday, 
the 15th SepteDfiWr, lfH3, at 4-30 p in. 

Priiantt 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Sved Natjsheh Au) in the Chair, IS 
Hon’ble MinisteiN and 181 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ffreii) 

ImpeotioA of primary achools by the tuh^liiepeotofi of SohoolSv CotIuiMlo 

(Ra)bori)« 

M7. Mr. AHMED All MRIDHA: (o) Will the Ilon’hle Minister in 
charge of the Education Department he pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing — 

(f) the present number of schcmU prhnar> — 

(1) for boys, 

(2) for girls, 

(3) mixed, and 

(4) otherwise, 

that are in charge of the t^ub-Inspet tor of Schoi^s of (foaluudo 
(Rajbari); 

(ii) the number of them that have been visited by the Hult-lnapeotor of 
Schools in the year 1942-43 ; f 

(iti) the number of days in the said year |lie Sub-Inspeotor of Hcboob 
mafle tour in the mufassal ; and 

(ir) the number of nijj^hU he stayed on in the mufassal during the period? 
(b) "Will the Hon’ble Minister |>e also pleased to state — 

(i) up to what period bills of aoJarj’ of teachers were submitted to the 

School Board by the Sub-Insfiector of Schools by the 15th April, 
1943; and 

(ii) up to what month the teachers have l^een |>aid in full satisfaction 

of their demand by the 15th April, 1943? 

MINISTER in eharge of thf EDUCATION OCPARTMENT (tfio 
Hon’bto Mr. TamiziMMin Khan): (a) (i) (1) Nil. 

(2) 2a. ’ 

(3) 182 (includes free ^uul stipendiary schools where bCys and giris retd 
together). 
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tlQ Oirls 1& and mixed 102. 

(tit) daye. 

(tt^) Ijn night#. 

(6) (i) Up to Marehj 1943. 

(it) Up to February, 1943. 

RMiiMtiofi of ^limory Education Cats from Radwi^ Oompanios in Bangal. 

M8. Haji 8AFIRUDDIN AHMED: (a) WiU the Hon ble Miniater in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the rate of rural primary education cesa per rupee to be levied from 
the tenants of — 

(1) raiyati holdings, 

(2) utimurari holdings, and 

(3) rent-free holdings; and 

(n) whether the Itailway Companies and their stafit, are liable to pay the 
rural primary education cess ? 

(h) If tile answer to (a) (n) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor i' 

(c) If the answer to (rr) (/t) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the total amount of cess realised from — 

(1) the Itailway Companies, and 

(2) their staff 

in the pyrovinoe of Bengal ae a whol^ and in the district of Rangpur in 

mZAS? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the agency through 
which the education cess from the Railway Companies is realised? 

The HOfl’blf Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (?) Primary education cess 
te levied under sections 29(2) and 30(2), (3) and (4) of the Bengal (Rural) 
Primary Education Act, 1930, at the rates prescribed therein on the annual 
v^ue of land determined under the Cess Act, 1880. 

(n) and (h) Under section 29(2) of the Act, cess is levied on annual net 
profits from Railways as determined under the Oess Act, 1880. Section 32 
of the Primary Education Act provides that, subject to the provisions of 
Chapter IV of the Primary Education Act, the provisions of the Cess Act, 
188(), shall apply as far as possible to the assessment, levy, payment and 
recovery of the priipary eduoatiox^ess. Under rule 106 of the Cess Manual, 
Railways, whether State, Guaranteed dr Private, are exempt from assessment 
io road and public works oesses. Railways are, therefore, ex^nipt from pay- 
ment al edimation cess. Property belonging to staff, if not situuted within 
any municipliity, is liable to the payment of education cess. 

„ (c) (1) Does not arise. 
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(2) Tie infonnation is not readily available and its ooUeetion would 
invohw alk amonnt of time and labour that wot^4 eot be jtutiflftble dnring 
war tiaie. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Admitstoffi of Sobodutod Casto oamNdatos Idto AhtaiMtllah Seliool of 
Engiiioarliigi Dmmu 

•IE. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY: (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleaned ta-etate-^ * 

(i) the numl>er of Scheduled Caste candidates admitted into the 
Absanullah S( hool of Engineering, Dacca, in the year 1E40, ItHl 
and 1942 ; 

(it) the number of Scheduled Caste candidates seeking adiniaeion in 
those years 1940, 1941 and 1942; 

(Hi) whether all those who applied for admission were admitted? 

(h) If the answer to (f/) (//i) is in the negative, will the Jlon’blo Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) the total fttreugth of admission iierycar? 

(ii) the number of them that are for— 

(1) Muslims, 

(2) Caste Hindus, 

(3) Scheduled Castes, and 

(4) Assam scholars? 

(d) Do the Governineut conteuiplale to admit Scheduled Caste cundidatea 
accor'ning to (Vjinmunal Rules? 

The Hofi’Mo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) 


(t) 1940 

... 1 

1941 

... 2 

1942 

... 4 

(t’O 1940 

... 2 

1941 

... 3 

1942 
(tti) No. 

... 6 


(6) Two candidates — one in 1940 and another in 1941 — were not admitted 
as they were **over age’\ In 1942 two candidates did not get admission as 
the four seats reserved fot Scheduled Caste candidates had already been 
filled. 

(c) (i) 120. The Principal can admit 10 more in his discretioj^. 


(it) Muslims ... 65 

Caste Hindus ... 56 

Scheduled Castes ... 4 

Assam scholars ... 5 
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OovankHieiit ha^ve under conHidaration the question of reserving more 
aeale in the Institution for !^heduled ('aste students/ 

inmil SulvR^istry Ofllot in the distriot of Tipponu 

Maulvi MUSTAFA ALI DEWAN: (a) Wil] the Hon’ble Minuter 
in charge of the Education Department In* please<l (o state whether it is a 
fact— — 

(i) that the Suh-llegistry Office at Sarail in Tippera district has been 

transferred to Brahmanbaria ; 

(ii) that the documents of the Sarail rJaka are now being registered at 

the new Brahmanbaria office; and 

(ni) that the people of the Sarail cffika havi* ivpresented for the transfer 
of the said office to Sarail? 

(h) If the answer t(j (a) (Hi) is in the affinnative, what action do the 
Govt?rninent contemplate to take in the matter? 

The Hon’hle Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (i) No. The Sarail Sub< 
Il^'gistry Office, regist(?ring alxmt 1,()(K) documents a year, was abolished in 
the year IfhSH on the recommendation of the Ketrenchment ('ommittee. A 
new joint office was established at Brahmanl>aria in 1941. 

(ii) Both at the present f»ffice and at the new joint office at Bralmianbaria. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(b) Government do not see any jxistificaliou for transferring the joint 
office to Sarail. The people of Sarail (*an easily go to Brahmanbaria. 

Rmistion and auspansion of revotiiies and caaaea in tho cyclono-affected areas 
of Midnapore and 24-Fargana8. 

*21. Mr. P. BANERdl: (n) Is the Hoi/ble Minister in cbarge»of the 
lleveiiue Department aware — 

(i) that there has l>een a failuie (.f H to 1*,.* annas of crop in the Suiuler- 

bans,of the 24-Parganas district due to the ravages of inBe<‘ts; and 

(H) that a representation has >K»en made to the Government to that effect 
by the Sunderbtins Landholders Asswiation in-aying fox* remissiooi 
of revenue and cesses on condition of corresi>omling remission 
of I'ents and cesses iniyable by the tenants? 

{b) If the answer to (a) (i) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
Tie fdease<l to state what the Government proi>«>se to do in the matter? 

(r) Will the Hoi/ble Minister l>e pleased to state the Iwsis for granting 
remission and susjiension qf revenue and cesses in the cyclone-affected areas 
of Midnapore and the i24-Parganas ? 

MINISTER in ohorgo of tho REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlio Hon’blt 
Mr. Ttrtk Noth Mukorjoa): (o)(i) M>out 70 per cent, of crops has been 
damaged by insects in some |>arts of the 24-Parganas Sundarbans which 
wer<;^ not affected by the cyclone. • 

(it) Toe. 
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{h) tmi (c) Tlieee natters »re beingf (ieoH with in ac«ord»nci witk ihn 
inles contained in Chapter XIV of the Bengal Taaii Manual, iMd. 

Dr« NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to answer (o)(#V) 
“Yes’*, will the Hon’ble Minister Ik* pleased to state what action has been 
taken on the said representation? There was a representation from the 
landholders requesting remission of revenues in iheite 03rcloiie-alf acted 
areas. My question is, what action lias been taken on that representation F 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Necessary orders 
have been issued under the rides contuiiH*<l in Chapter XIV of the Bengal 
Tamei Manual, MHO. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoidblc Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that no orders have so far been issued for remission 
completely or there is merely u provision for the imstponemeut of 
realisation ? 

Tha Hofi’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Hemission, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that n<i (nalers have so far Wen isHUwl for remission 
of laud revenue in the cycloue-atfected areas of 24 -PargunUH uml that there 
has been only a fen cases of po»t]H)nement of realisation? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Orders have been 

issued after thi-x answer wa> rea(l\ . 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURIs Will the Hon bic Minister 

be pleased to state in how niau;^ cases tUefe has been remission of 
laud revenue? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: We have not yet been 
informed who are the landholders who will W eligible for remission. 


Relief in Mfdhapore. 

*22. Rei Bahedur dOGESH CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the lion’ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue Department W pleased to state w'hether 
Midnapore relief operation has been stopped or reduced? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Honide Minister be 
pleased to sta le- 
ft) how the relief work is now' being conducted in Midnapore; and 
(ii) whether non-official agencies are Still rendering help and doing reliol 

work? 

[c) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to stale- 
st) their names; and 

(ti) the area where they are working? 
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TiM HaQ^ Mr. TARAK NATM M>UKERJEA: (a) The relief operations 
in Mldnapwe have not been stopped though owing to the monsoon test relief 
works have had to be largely reduced. 

(b) (i) E^ief is being given mainly in the following ways:— 

(1) Gratuitous relief in cash and kind. 

(2) Test Belief works. 

(3) Agricultural loans. 

(4) Sinking and re-sinking of tube-wells. 

, (it) Yes. 

(e) A statement is laid on the Table. 

Statement referred to in reply to clauge (c) of starred question No. 22. 
Contai subdivision. 


Name of non-official agency. 

1. Contai and Midnaporo Cyclone 
Relief Committee. . 

2. IJpiwr India Association. 

3. Ramkrishna Mission. 

4. Marwari Relief Society. 

6. Friends Ambulance Unit. 


Area in which working. 

U^nion X of Contai police- 

station. 

Union XI of Contai police- 

station. 

Union XI I of Contai police- 

station. 

Unions IV' to VII of Bhagwan- 
pur iK)licc-8tation. 

Milk canteening to Coastal 

Belt. 


Tamluk subdivision. 


1. Nabti Bidhan Mission. 

2. liumkrishnu Mission. 

3. Bharat Sevasram. 

4. Moslem Relief Society. 


Union III of Tamluk police- 
station . 

Unions Xlll, XIV and XV of 
Nandigram iwlice-station. 

Unions JX and X of Sutahnta 
police-station. 

Union XI of Mahisadal police- 
station. 

Union XIT of Nandigrara police- 
station. 

Union VII of Nandigram 
police-station. 


Sadar South subdivision. 


1. Khademul Insan Mission. 'Unions II, IV, V and VI of 

Sahang police-station. 

Sadar North subdivision. 

1. Ram Krishna Mission, Sebas- Unions VI of Midnapore police- 
ram^ Midnapore. statioii and Vll of Bebra* 

poiioe-siation. 
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Of« IIII4 iIIIAK8HA SANYALS Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that about two weeks ag^ serious complaints were 
receiTed in Calcutta statin;^ that relief works in these areas have 
been etoppe^l ? 

% , ' 

Tilt Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It has not been 

stopped. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that for the time beings the local officers had actually 
stopped its relief work and the Benffal Government in the headquarters 
had to be moved as affainst that order? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: No. Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the IloiCble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is- aware that the Bengal Government had issued a Press 
communique stating that ultliough the local oflicers under a misapprehen* 
sion had stop]»ed the relief work, the Bengal ttovernnient now propose to 
revive the same? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No 1 do not 

remember the details of the communique, but this mucli I ean say that 
the statement is not correct. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Sir. of which porti«in the reply is 
^‘No” and which .statement is not correct? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is tl i(‘ reply given to >our question, but 1 can- 
not all(»w this sort of cross-exam inat ion. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKER: Will the HonTde Minister be 
pleased to state what is the daily wage of the workers per head? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is guided by the 
Famine Ciale. 

f 

Roooilit of Information from Diotriot Mogietrale of Midn^pore rogMiling 

oyokmo. 

*23. Babu A8HUT08H LAHIRI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of Revenue I>epartment bo pleased to state when the District Magis- 
trate of Midnapore sent information to the Bengal Government about the 
tidal bore? 

(b) Is it a fact that he recommended relief for the distiessed jieoide after 
a month? 

<c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

Tba HM’blo KH^. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA! (a) The District Magis- 
trate of Midnapore sent one report on the Hth and another on the I8th 
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Obiobir, 194^^ but tb«y Molied GoTerniueat on 20tb and 2lst idem 
Mfectively. The reports were despati^hed through meseeiigers as all postal, 
telegraphic and railway communications had broken down. 

(6) Govenimcnt are not prepared to discuss on the floor ol the itouse 
any confidential correspondence that may have passed between the District 
Ofiicer and Government, As a matter of fact, distribution of gratnitooa 
relief was started at several thaiia and other convenient centres in the cyclone- 
affected areas of the district immediately after the cyclone. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Roftlfu^iofi of agriouKiiral loans oartiflcato prooaduro in CailiancilMi 
subdivision. 

•24. Mr. AHMED H08SAIN: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Revenue Department aware of the fact — 

(/) that notices threatening immediate resort to certificate procedure 
are being issued to realise agricultural loans advanced to the 
agriculturist of Gaibandha subdivision; and 

(it) that acute distress prevails in the subdivision 

(/i) If so, do the G(»verniiieiit <*oiitemplate to defer (he realisation of such 
loans till the mouths of next Bhadra and Aswin? 

Tho Hon’blt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (/;) i,) No. 

(ii) Distress prevails in some parts of this subdivision but it has not 
reached an acute stage. 

(h) A general postponement of the realisation of agricultural loans is 
not considered desirable. The local officers have been instructed to take 
coercive measures only against those who appear te be in a position to pay. 

Mtulvl ARU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to st^ite in what part of the Gaibandha subdivision the distress prevails? 

fiM HMl’bli Mfi TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: For details I want 
notice. 

Mlttlvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR8 Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state where he got this information that the distress did not 
reach an acute stage? 

TN Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: That is the report of 
the local officials. 

Miulvl ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: Who is the local officer--the 
District Magistrate or the Subdivisional Officer? 

Tbt HunMMb Mr. TARAK NATH MUKlNdBAl Eeporte are genaraliy. 
abut through the Commissioner and tlie Collector. 
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•3S. Dr. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKERJCE: (a) WUl the Hon’ble 
Mmifter iu charge of the Revenue (Civil Defence) Department be pleaeed 
to st&t e 

(f ) the amount of money that has been spent for the erection of evacuee* 
camps in the whole Province; 

(it) the amount of money that has been spent up to the Ist March, 194tl,. 
in the district of Birbhum, for the construction of evacuee camps;, 
and 

(in) whether any damage has been caused to these camps by ej'cione and 
high winds and fire? 

(h) If the answer to («) (///) is in (he affirmative, will the Iloirble 
Minister be pleased to state - 

ii) the additional money spent in Birbhum ilistrict for reconstruction 
and repair works; 

(ii) the amount of money that has been siKUit for the erection of Illam* 
bazar evacuee camp (Birbhum ); 

(Hi) the amount of money received when the whole lot was sold under 
orders of the Government ; 

(ip) the number of evacuees accommodated in these camps during the 
last onrusli after ( alcutta bombing; and 

(v) for how many i>ersons accommodation has been made at Suri townf 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: {a){i) Hs.l 1 ,78,78K>9. 

(ii) Rs.l,27.1l(l-fM>. 

(in) Yes. 

(h) {t} Ks. 20,015-0. 

(ii) Rs.2, 527-10. 

(ui) Rs. 55. 

(iv) 8,367. 

(v) 10,000. 

ExtMsiwi of oorvioi to tho Ofiloe tuporintomliat of Myinomingb Ooliaetorato* 

*36. Muivi ABUL HOEiAIN AHMED: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minuter 
in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state — 

(f) whether an extension has been granted by the Collector of 
Mymensingh to the present Office 8uperint«ndent of the 
Mymensingh Colle^'-Uirate, wdto attains tb<‘ age of superannuation 
on the 30th June, 1943, the due date of his retirement; and 

(m) whether this has been done in concurrence with the Board of 
Revenue ? 
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{h) II the an/^wer to ( 41 ) (i) in in the affinoatire, will the Hon’ble 
If i&liiiter be pleased to state the reasons for granting such an extension ? 

(c) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the negatiTe, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state why this has not been done ? 

Tht HOfi’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (a) (i) Yes. 

(it) No. 

(b) Under B.S.R. 76 a member of the clerical staff may be retained in 
eervifo at the discretion of the appointing authority up to the age of 60. 
The present Office Superintendent has a brilliant service record and his 
retention was in the interests of the public service. 

(c) The concurrence of the Board of Revenue is not required by the rules. 

Mr. ABUL HOtAIN AHMED: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state whether he is aware and whether it is a fact that the present 

District Magistrate revised fliis extension on a monthly basis? 

The Hofl’bln Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No, Sir. 

Ramoval of oroas-bund over tiio Dhopore khal, Khulna. 

*27. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: With reference to the reply to clause (b) 

of starred question No. 102 of the 2nd August, HMD, will the Hou’ble 

Minister in charge of the Unmnumicalions and Works l>‘parhneni he pleased 
to state - 

(o) whcthei any enquiry has since l»een made into the nmttcr; and 

(b) what steps have been taken for the removal of the (Toss-bund over 
the Dhapore kb/il? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. Barada Proeanna Pain): (a) Yes. 

(b) It has lx»en reported that, if the bunds across the Dhapore J^hal are 
removed, the fields alongside the kbal w’ill be flooded and there will be no 
cultivation unless marginal cmlmnkmeiits are constiucted 1 have been 
advisetl, tliat in view of the present nex'essity for glowing more food the 
bunds should not l»e removed now. A scheme for the drainage of the Taki- 
por»* mausa by excavating an inde|)endent channel with a l)o\ sluice at the 
outfall has Wn prejured. The question as to how this scl cme should be 
ffnaneed is under considemtiOn. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the answer that a 
aobeme has been prepared for a box sluice at the outfall will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state when the scheme was prepared and at what 
etage the scheme now is and whether the scheme has been approved? 

Tilt Nonlblv Mr. BARADA PROBANNA PAIN: The scheme has been 
prepared this year and orders have been issued for the execution of the# 
•oheme in ibe current year. 
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Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister bo pleosed 
to s^te whether any amount of contribution from the local people anil in 
particular from the district board has Wen demanded !* 

The Hwi'bla Mr. BARADA PROBANNA PAIR: No. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA SAMYALs Will the Hon'ble Minister W pleased 
to state whether the (rovernment of Bengal has l)een goml enough to 
undertake the entire respmisihililv of financing the schemed 


The Hon'ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: 

with the Government of India. 


Yes, in oo-operation 


iMi af notices under section 34 of the Benge! Agriculture! Debtors Act in 

Chend^ur. 

•2B. Meuivi JONAB ALI MAJUMDAR: (n) Will tin Jlon hie Mininter 
in charge of the Judioial Department lie pleaded to states 

(t) the number of oases in which the i»nti<es under seotioii of tho 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Avi have been vacated by the Munsif 
(\mrts of rhandfiur in the district of Ti|i|)era on *he slrength 
ot tiic ruling of the llon’hle High Court recently given in con- 
i.citioii wjia the decrees of tie Smull Causes CouiU. imd 

(ii) the number of cases in wliich the execution of those decrees has 
hccji (.id(»rcd for realising tlu* dccreial ani.iiini y 

(/) Ls ihc Hoirhlc Minister considering th" desirubiliiy of slopping those 
execution.s during the present distress prevailing in the subdivision? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID (on behalf of the Minister in charge of 
the Judicial Department): (^i) {i) 81. 

(n) 51) 

(h) The execution of decrees can be stayed only Bccording tfi the fiTfAi- 
nons of Jaw, and Government is not comfietent to order stay of execution. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the recent ruling of 
the Hon’ble the High Court, will the Hon'ble Minister consider the desir- 
ability of amending file Act so as to include the Small Causes r;ourt 
within the purview of the Bengal Agricultural Debtors Act? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Government contemplates to bring 
foxward an amendment within a reasonable time. 

Beheme regarding *«Groiif Mere Food*’ campaign. 

•m Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZJ (a) Will the Hon^ble Minister ia 
duoge of the Agricultuie Department be ideased to state an outline of the 
•edieme that Government intend to work out with reapeoi to the ''Grow 
More Food** campaign? 
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^h) Will tike Hon^ble MiniKter be pleefied to- elate whether Goiwniiiieiii 
oMilMipliite to take int^ mnei deni f ion for the same porpoee ihe loilowing' 
point#, namely: — 

(t) irrigation of khali, htlg and lowlMids; 

(ti) etaiting of faiinn in each Hubdivision; 

(nt) inereaeingr cultivable area by clearing jungles and by cultivating 
eultiirable but uncultivated lands; 

(tV) procuring and distribution of improved ty])e of seeils among the 
ugriculturists ; gad 

(v) adojjtion of inter-jirovincial facilities? 

(c) I« ihe Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of requesting 
the Assam Governrneiit ns well aa the Central Government for aboliahing 
the line system in Assam to help the solution of the food problem perma- 
nently ? 

MINISTER in oluirge of tha AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT (Om 
Hon’bio Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muaziamuddin Hoaain): (a) The 

programme of work contemplated under the “Grow More Food” 
campaign is — 

(1) to give seed loans to the cultivators in areas where there is scarcity 

of seeds; 

(2) to improve irrigation facilities by initiating irrigation schemes 

which wouhl help to bring more lands under cultivation or to 
increase the production of cultivable lands; 

(3) to grant takavi loans to the cultivators; 

(4) to make proixigundu for growing more food crops; unci 

(5) to advise the cultivators as to the best means of increasing food 

production and improvement of fertility of land by use of manure. 
(5) Yes. 

(c) This does not concern ray department. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aaewert to whlck were bud on the teble) 

Diriotor df Publio InttruetkMi'f oiroular for apeoiai eomidoritioii of tlio 
olaHiii of oflloort with foroign quolilleation for promoHoiu 

% Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Is the Hoirble Minister in charge of the 
Education Department awar^ 

(a) that a circular, dated the 23rd I>eceraber, 1938, and other subee- 
quent circulars were is8ue<1 by the Director of Public Ineimotion, 
Bengal, asking the Inspectors and other local controlling offioera 
to specially consider the oflicers with foreign qnalificaitoiis whBo^ 
sending up theii recommendations for promotion; 
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OMt there is a feeling of discontent among the senior and efficient 
officers of the Education Dei»artment against this preference for 
the England-returned younger officers; and 

(e) tliat such preference debars the prosis'cta of senior and more effi- 

cient officers Y 

The Hon’bla Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: («) Ves, hut the policy was 
r6vi8e<l ui suhstsiueni circulars and s|)ecinl consideration is no longer ‘gicen 
to foreign qualifications. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Applicability of Communal Ratio Rules in case of appointment to tbe 
Calcutta University. 

tt. Mr. ABDUR RA8CHI0 MAHMOOO: («) Will the Ilon'hle Minister 
in charge of the Education Ih'iKirtnicnf he pleased to lay on the Table a 
etatement showing — 

(f) tin* preseni nuniher oF priifcsMor'j and {2) lecturers in tho 

(’alruUa rnivuisity, in *<uhj(‘((s utlicr than Arahic, Persian, 
Islamic studios and Sanskrit ; 

(if) the numher of them that are Muslims; 

iui) the present numher of rinverHity seliolars in the Oiilrutta l-niveraity 
in subjects other than Arabic, Persian, Islamic studies and 
Sanskrit ; 

(tv) the numliei of them that are Muslims; 

(f) the iireseiit numher of (1) ExtH-utive Officers and (2) Olerical staff 
in the Calcutta University; ami 

(vf) the numher Cif them that are Mu.sliins? 

(h) Will the Hon’ hie Minister lx' please^l to state whether the Communal 
Ratio Rules are applicable in case of ap|)f>int merit to the Calcutta University? 

Tfi# Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDOIN KHAN: (a) A statement is laid>ou tbe 
Table. 

(b) No. 

fftaUment referred to in reply to clause (a) of unstarred question No. 10, 

Number of 
PreMnt Muslims 
number, among them. 

1. Profeesors in subjects other than Arabic, 

Persian, Islamic Studies and Sanskrit . . 21 1 

2. Lecturers in subjects other than Arabic, Persian, 

Islamic Studies and Sanskrit . . 18S 4 

3. Lecturers in University Law CJoUcge . . 24 1 

4. Univernty scholars in subjects other than 

Arabic, Persian, Islamic Studies and 
Sanskrit 

5. Executive o ffi cers 

6. Clerical staff . • 


1,343 

14 

300 


157 

Nil 

6 
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Hff iiicl jmifMott of offloin of Eikiottiofi DofMirtiiioiit ao 
by WordnirorUi Committoo. 

^ 11. MouIyi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Is iho Hna ble Minister of Education 

Department aware that the Wordsworth €?ommittee submitted its Eeport to 
the Government of Bengal in 1921 recommending certain improvements in 
the pay and prospects of the officers of the Education Department parti- 
cularly in the lower rank? 

(h) If HO, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government contemplate to give effect to the said recommendations of the 
Oommittee? 

(c) Is it in the contemplation of Government to create some mere jxibte 
in the scale of Assistant Head Masters for the efficient and senior teachers 
as contemplated by the late Sir P. C. Mitter, formerly Member of the Execu- 
tive Council in charge of Education, Government of Bengal? 

Tha Hoffi’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Yes. 

(/>) Salary scales have been since tevised and the rejxirt is out of date. 

(c) No. 

Number of Artisans admitted in the Ahsanullah School of Engineering* 

1^ Mr. DH AN AN JOY ROY: Will the Hou’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Dt^partment he pleased to state — 

(а) the numher of artisans that have been admitted in the workshop 

of the Alisahiilluh School of Engineering, Dacca, during the last 

5 years; and 

(б) the numl>er of thfui that are (1) Muslims, (2) (^aste Hindus and 

(fl) Schedule<l Castes? 


The Hon’ble Mr. 

Table. 

TAMIZUDDIN 

KHAN: 

A statement 

is laid 

iSiakment referred to in reply to unetarred question No. 12. 

Caste Scheduled 

Year of admission. 

Muslims. 

Hindus. 

Castes. 

Total. 

1038 

14 

12 

5 

31 

1939 

28 

10 

6 

44 

1940 " 

16 

15 

5 

35 

1941 

30 

9 

6 

45 

1942 

25 

17 

0 
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Appointminte moiie in Ahsanullah School of Enginaeriiigp IfaoML 

IS. Mr. TARINI OHARAN PRAMANIK: (a) Will the Hou’ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of appointments made in the different departments (e.g., 
workshop and office) of Ahsanullah School of Engineering at 
Dacca since 1939 up to let March, 1943, with dates ; and 
{it) whether the Service Hatio Rulee were followed when those appoint- 
ments were made? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (u^ is in the negative, will the Hon*bie Ministea 
be pleased to show the reaiona therefor? 
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(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the number of. the 
Schedtsled Caste candidates serving in that School. 

(<£) If the answer to (c) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps the Government contemplate to take in the 
matter? 

Tlw Hofl’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) 

(i) Teaching staff ... 7 

Workshop ... 13 

Office ... 6 

A statement about them furnishing particulars is laid on the Table. 

(it) Yes, 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Eight. 

(d) Does not arise. 

Staiements referred U) in reply to clau/ie {a){1) of vwiarred gve/ition No. 13. 

The following appointments have boon made since 1930 up to Ist March, 1943, 
in the Ahsanullah School of Engineering, Dacca. 


(/) Appointments of workshop 

Caste. 

Date of 
appoint- 

R(>marks. 

1, 

staff. 

Mohiuddiil Bhuyaii, 4th Smith 

Muslim .. 

ment. 

196-41 


2, 

Aklar Ali, 3rd Moulder 

Do. . . 

12-40 


3. 

Md. Sharif Hossain, New 

Do. .. 

1-9-41 


4. 

Moulder. 

Oolam Mo\»Ia, New Moulder 

Do. .. 

1-9-41 


5. 

Birendra K. Seal, Officiating 

SehiHluItHl 

1-3-42 


6. 

Head Turner. 

Hafizuddin, Officiating Fitter 

Muslim . . 

8-4-42 


7. 

Kutubuddin Ahmed, Officiat- 

Do. ., 

19-41 


8. 

ing Head Moulder. 

Md. Aref, Officiating 2nd 

Do. .. 

1-10-41 


9. 

Turner. 

Md. Eanufl, Officiating 2nd 

Do. .. 

1-3-42 


10. 

Moulder. 

Santosh Ch. Sarker 

Scheduled 

8-4-42 


11. 

Hafiruddin, Head Carpenter 

Caste. 
Muslim . . 

1-9-41 


12. 

Jadu Nath Pal, Head Mistry 

Scheduled 

20-8-41 


IS. 

Ali Hossain, Tyndal 

Caste. 

Moaitm . . 

1-3-40 


(IT) Oterical appointments tn 
office. 

1, Manlvi Motior Rahman, derk 

Muslim .. 

11-8-39 

Direoi. 

2. 

and accountant, on 

Bs.80-105. 

Manlvi Berajul Huq, head 

Do. .. 

19-9-30 

Promotioo* 

S. 

derk, on« Rs.90 — 130. 

Babn Kantimay Sur, third 

Caste 

9-12-30 

Direct. 

4. 

derk, on Rs.3S— 80. 

Manlvi Md. Mnaharrof Hussain, 

Hindu. 
Muabm .. 

9-12-SO 

Do. 

5. 

aeixmd derk, on Ba.SS~-80. 
Babu Chandra K. Sarkar, 

Caste 

11-1141 

Phmiotkm. 


head derk, on Ra.OO — ISO. 

Hindu. 
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fifj) Appainimeni made in the 
School. 

Caste. 

Dale of 
appoint- 
ment. 

Bemarks. 

1 

Babu Chittapriya Gh(»h, 
Lecturer, now on deputation. 

Caste 

Hindu! 

27.11-40 

Direct. 

2. 

Maulvi Moinul Islam, J^eoturer 

Muslim . . 

7-9-42 

Officiating basis. 

3. 

Babu Tejendra Bhattasali, 
Lecturer. 

Caste 

Hindu. 

7-7-41 

Do. 

4. 

Babu Sisir Kumar Bose 

Do. . , 

24-8-42 

Do. 

5. 

Babu Sisir Kumar Ghosh 
(now on deputation). 

Do. .. 

26-7-41 

He has been selected 
for permanent 

appointment. 


Maulvi Muzafar Ali, Assistant 
Teacher. 

Muslim . . 

16-8-41 

Direct. 

7. 

Maulvi Shaikh Syed Ahmed, 
Games Master. 

Do. .. 

16-9-41 

Do. 


Non-Mutlim staff of Sakhawat Momorial Sohool for Muslim Girls. 

14. Mr. A. M. ABDUL HAMID: {a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in 
•charge of the J>lucation Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the present number (►f teachers in the staff of the Sakhawat Memorial 
Girls' School ; and 

(ti) the nuniW of them that are (1) Muslims and (2) non-Muslims? 

(h) Is it a fuel that the School is meant only for Moslem girls? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, wall the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for appointing non-Muslim lady teachers in 
preference to Muslim ones? 

(d) Will the Hou’ble Minister l)e further plea^sed to state whether the 
teacher who has lieen most recjently appointed is a Muslim or a non-Muslim P 

Tfm Hon’blc Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) (i) 24, 

(if) Muslims 11 and non-Muslims 13. 

{b) Yes. 

(c) In view of the jfaucity of (jualified Muslim teachers. 

(d) Noii-Muslim. 

Publloation of advortiMmoiiti rogirding aatiofogo. 

15. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Publicity Department be pleased to state whether the Benjgal 
Government have published the advertisements appearing in the different 
English and vemacnlar newspapers in Calcutta regarding sabotage and 
other prejudicial acts perpetrated by persons during the month of August,# 
1042, and thereafter? 
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(h H the answw to (o) is in the afSrmative, will the Hoa’ble 
be ideaeed to state — 

(t) whether the cost of such pablications is. borne by Bengal OoTem* 
meat; and 

(tt) i| 80 , under what head or heada of expenditure P 


MINISTER in chtrge of the PUBLICITY DEPARTMENT (IN 
Hon’blo Mr. Pulin Boliary Mulliok): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 


Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. TV ill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to enlighten us as to whether this Government or the Central Government 
is responsible for the publication of advertisement regarding sabotage P 

Tho Hon'ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLIOKs These advertise- 
ments were sent by the Calcutta Press Syndicate Limited. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL* Who are the proprietors of the Calcutta 
Press Syndicate Ltd.? 

The Hofi’ble Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLIOK* I do not know. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 

pleased to state if any grant or subsidy has been granted to that Press 
Syndicate from Government? 


Tho Hoii’bio Mr. PULIN BEHARY MULLIOK: No. 


Lou# of a ohtr of 8aiiilMrip KhM to a OMtain ponon. 

Mamaiia Md. MANIRUZZAMAN I8LAMABADI: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue De|>artment aware 

(0 that the present Khas Tahsildar of Sadar Khas Mahal, Chittagong, 
has leased out temporarily a vast tract of uncultivable char loud 
of Sandwip Khal, in mauza Bhater Khil, Sitakundo police-station, 
to one Hakim Baksh for graring purposes at a rate of Bs.30 per 
annum; and 

(it) that inconvenience has been caused to thousands of cultivators of 
neighbouring villages for want of gracing land? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (t) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of — 

(i) cancelling the aforesaid lease; and 

(u) permitting the cultivators for the grazing of their cattle? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, do the Government contem- 
plate to make an inquiry into the matter? 

The HMPbie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: (a) (£) Yes. As the 
thdur has not yet become fit for cultivation a short-term grastng leaee has 
been (^ted under rule 90 of Uie Crown Estates Manual. 
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(U) Vo, The ouIiivatorB cm groMO their cattle in the char ae well as on 
the slopes of the hills on payment of fees to the settlement-holders of ^ese 
lands. 

(h) (t) No. 

(u) The cultivators can grace their cattle on payment of fees. 

(c) Does not arise. 

Rtfiif In ChaUI aubdivislofi through local oontribiitioii. 

17. Mr. HARENMA NATH DOLUl: (a) h the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware of the contribution locally realised 
by Subdivisional Officer, Qhatal, for the relief of the local people rendered 
helpless due to havoc caused by the last cyclone ? 

{b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state— 

(t) the amount so realised; and 

(h) the amount spent towards their supply of food, clothing and materials 
for house building, etc. 

The Hon’bio Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (^0 Some contributions 
to the Midnapore District Cyclone Relief Fund were received by the Sub- 
divisional Officer from the i>eople of Ghatal subdivision as well as from 
outsiders. 

(b) (i) Rs.2, 894-14. 

(it) The District Cjclone Relief Committee allotted Rs.6()0 for gratuitous 
relief and Rs.4,000 for reconstruction of houses. A sum of R8.85-4 was 
also allotted for distribution of saris among the poor women of certain 
villages. Besides 205 pieces of cloth and 25 pieces of blankets were sent 
to Ghatal by the said Committee for distribution among the needy people 
of the subdiidsion. 

Expenditure incurred by Government on account of supply of food and 
cloth in the subdivision amounted to R8.2,223-15 and Rs. 184-7-6 respectively. 

Oatf and timt for diSGuasion of tho Adjoummefit Motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER I 1 promised yesterday to give you the time for dis- 
cussion of the adjournment motion moved yesterday. I fix 4 p.m. 
tomorrow as the time for discussion of this adjournment motion. 

Proooduro obout taking anowort to starred quoations as read. 

Mr. OHARU OHANORA c TCSCf ?rj 

Of tfT ffj 

tr^ TO 

Mf* SPEAKER I No new 011 ]^ ^ 

f$fa you more ii ss ^ ^ adop^ tbis prooeduifi imlajii* 
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j STATEMENT ON fOOD MlNl^tSB. 

•tttMMiit Iqr ttii Miiiiiliri Oivil iiippliiii 

Tki Mofi’lilt Mr. H. S. iUHRAWARDYt Sir, would I be in order il 
I were to continue the agenda of yesterday and make a statement. on food? 

Mr. SPEAKER I That is not on the agenda paper today. 

Or. NALIHAKSHA SANYALs Sir, may I submit that on an import* 
ant matter like the food situation, particularly in %’iew of the earing of 
time that you have so kindly arrangetl today, we would like the Food 
Minister to make a statement. It has been customary to permit Ministers 
of Government to make statements, 

Mr. SPEAKERS If you all agree I certainly have no objection. I 
think the Opposition has got no objection. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERdEEs How long will it takef 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: 20 minutes. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERilEEs May I just point out, now 
that you have decided (hat the Hon’ble Food Minister is going to read his 
statement, that u large number of telegrams are pouring in from all parts 
of the Province and the sample wording of these telegrams is this: “No 
rice in Serajganj 'market six days. People starving. District Magistrate 
approached without effect. Kindly order immediate despatch of 20,000 
maunds from Government stock.” 

Mr. SPEAKER: May 1 k now with what* object you are reading 
the telegram ? 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE. 1 am reading the messages with 
this object. Now that the Ilon’ble Minister is going to read his staieineut. 1 
would like to draw' his attention to the fact that there is a serious situa- 
tion prevailing in almost all parts of the Province on account of 
want of rice and in the statement which the Hon’ble Minister will place 
before us it is necessary that he should be able to assure the House and 
through the House the public that some arrangements are being 
immediately made, quite apart from other steps which Government propose 
to take, so that the Province may be saved from immediate starvation. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you have no objejctiou to bis making his 
statement now. Government is willing and the Opposition has no objec- 
tion. 1 therefore call upon Mr. Suhrawardy to make his statement. 

TfM HoiPIlM Mr. N. S. SUHRAWARDY S Sir, before 1 make my 
ment 1 should like to make an apology. I had intended to make '* 
es tempote in Hie House regarding the food situation, but 
the topic combined with my indifferent health has in ' 
in writing a brief outline of some of the steps which 
taken ainoe our last meeting, the situation as it now sta 
lor the fuiuie. 
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Hi# loodgraiii# which on the laet occasion I stated we were sending or 
were on the move, have been duly despatched to the deficit areas and have 
helped greatly in relieving the situation. Further despatches are constant- 
ly being made, but the extent is limited, partly by supplies and partly by 
the inadequacy of transport facilities within the province. Up till now, 
we have not been able to speed up these transport facilities and our 
programme for moving foodgrains is always behindhand because we are 
unable to get the necessary wagons. 

The following quantities of foodgrains have been ordered to be 
despatched from Calcutta, some of which are already on the move. These 
are in addition to allotments of wheat products which are now being sent 
to the mufassal areas directly from the Punjab and which are fairly 
substantial and also in addition to foodgrains being sent for relief measures 
to the cyclone-affected areas of Midnapore and 24-Parganas and the fiooded 
areas of Burdwan and Midnapore and in addition to movements from one 
district to another: — 

To Chittagong division — 62,000 maunds of rice, 30,000 maunds of 
bajra and 32,000 maunds of dal. 

To Chandpur in addition — 55,000 maunds of rice. 

To Faridpur and its subdivisions — 81,500 maunds. of rice, 40,000 
maunds of dal and 20,000 maunds of bajra. 

To Dacca and its subdivisions — 47,500 maunds of rice and 17,500 
maunds of bajra. 

To Darjeeling — 79,500' maunds of rice, 10,000 maunds of gram and 
3,0(M) maunds of maize. 

To Barisal and Bholu — 16,000 maunds of rice. 

To Midnapore — 27,000 maunils of rice. 

To Tangail — 15,000 maunds of rice, 25,(X)0 maunds of bajra and 10,000 
maunds of ial. 

As 1 have said, Sir, these are the orders which have already been placed 
but more will be sent to other districts as soon as we have been able to 
take an estimate of the situation. (A voice from the Opposition: Will 
these reacli those places at all^) 1 am sure, Sir, that these will reach the 
proper quarters. On the last occasion I announced to the House that I was 
•ending foodgrains to various places and all those foodgrains have been 
deepatched. There is no reason to suppose that these foodgrains which 1 
have promised will not be despatched. 

Next, feeding plans have been prepared for every village and union and 
as far as possible tbe local requirements are being met by a continued 
system of equitable distribution and by the movement of supplies from 
surplus to deficit patches, and from Calcutta. 

Thirdly, Bengal has been organised on a famine basis and famine reli«| 
organisations are being set up in ail those areas where distress prevails or 
where distress is apprehended. Very detailed instructiona have been 
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issue^f the same time local officers lii^e been left a considerable ammint 
of diaewtion and initiative and they have been charged with the duty of 
opening relief kitchens and organising relief committees as rapidly as 
possible. Already 2.200 kitchens have been opened in the rural areas of 
Bengal which, on an average, are feeding 600 persona per kitchen and 
more are being constantly and daily opened. To find supplies for these 
kitchens, which are almost wholly run at Government expense but with 
which non-official endeavour is being increasingly associated has given rise 
to problems of great complexity and magnitude, particularly because these 
kitchens have been opened in those areas where foodgrains ere scarce. In 
order to expedite the giving of relief and spread the organisation further 
and wider and to keep all District and Subdivisional and Circle Officers 
up to* the mark, the appointment of a senior officer of experience and energy 
is being considered who will be able to co-ordinate and standardise relief 
work throughout the distressed areas (Dr. Naliksksha Sanyal: Still under 
consideration P). 

The Calcutta drive has been held and the figures show that the stocks 
are neither considerable in the hands of consumers nor of the trade nor 
the employers. 

After considerable confusion, the provincial barriers have once more 
been imposed and u new basic plan evolved based on the estimate of the 
various provincial Governments of their requirements and their surpluses. 
The Bengal Government has been asked to get rice, wheat, millets and 
gram from the various provinces and in each one of them to set up its 
inspection and forwarding agents at short notice*, or lose its supplies. The 
procurement has kept pace with transport facilities. 

Another regional food conference has been held in the earlier portion 
of which the Hon'ble Member for Food, Government of India, was present 
and many of the differences between the provinces were resolved. 

The Government of India in the Finance Department has placed some 
money in our hands to enable us to meet the requirements of the various 
districts for gratuitous relief through gruel or kichuri kitchens or through 
doles in kind, test relief works, agricultural loans and cheap grain shops. 
The amount at our disposal is not sufficient and we have had to supplement 
them by raising money through treasury bills. 

Or. SYAMAPRAtAO MOOKERJEE: What is the amouniP 

Tile Hon’tlle Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I think they have given us 
a crore and a half for this month, but I expect that the amount will be 
repeated in the next month and the month after. 

The aus crop has to some extent relieved the great distress in many 
districts arising cut of shortage of foodgrains and several agents have been 
appointed for the purchase of rice and paddy covering nearly all the districts 
of Bengal. 

mmM MV MOMAIN SARICARl Who are theyf 
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iOHRAWAUDY* Tliwr names hare been 
w Oie papers over and over again. 

Six districts have been cordoned oF which, in accordance with our 
estimates, will have a surplus am crop. Deficit areas have been linked up 
with these surplus districts and movement of foodgrains from a surplus to 
a deficit district which is linked up with it is freely permitted but under 
permits so as to be able to keep a tally on movements. Purchases will be 
made even in the non-surplus districts of all rice and paddy that may be 
ofered, but they will not be moved from the deficit districts. These food- 
grains will be utilised within the district for controlled distribution and 
for relieving distress. Coupled with the purchase of am, a descending 
scale of controlled prices has been fixed and the vicious rise in prices ^which 
brought untold misery to hundreds and thousands of people has been 
checked. It is gratifying to note that the price control has been main- 
tained and that rice is re-appearing in our markets at controlled rates 
(Cries of ‘No’, ‘No’ from the Opposition Benches) (Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookebjtxe: Where can we get it?) It is quite possible, Sir (Uproar). 

Mr. SPiAKERl Order, order. 

Tlw Hoa*llla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY1 The fact remains that when 
price control was first brought in, rice disappeared from the markets, but 
it is reappearing. At the same time, I am prepared to admit, and I am 
receiving telegrams, that in some markets rice is disappearing and this, 
I am afraid, is largely due to the propaganda which has been carried on 
by certain members of the Opposition to the effect that price control is not 
possible without supplies. 

Dr« lYAMAPRAIAD MOOKERdEEs That is peHectly true. 

Tht Hon’blg Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDYs That may be perfectly true, 
but you will realise that supplies are there. Rice cannot possibly disappear 
from the market in one day. It has been deliberately kept back by the 
trade, and I shall point out to you that owing unfortunately to the 
mischievous propaganda which has been carried on by certain members of 
Ite Opposition (Uproar). 

Mr. 8PEAKERS Order, order. 

Mr. iiOQE8H GHANDRA GUPTA: May I suggest, Sir, that on an 
important matter like this when a statement is made, if Mr. Suhrawardy 
will avoid recriminations, that would be much better (Uproar). 

t 

Mr. 8PEAKERI Order, order. It is desirable that on such a 
momentous question you will give a patient hearing to the Hon’ble 
Minister* You may not agree with many a statement that he may make. 
You will have yodr opportunity of criticismg that, but I know that on 
oortain occasions an interjection may bring out something new. You 
do that, but if you go beyond that, it vriU ofrtainly be wieif. 
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Mr. H. t. tUHRAWARIIYi We m not- Jiowew* out 
of the yet It will take some time before tbe trade edjoete itsdf 
to tbe faUing prices and realises that we are determined to keep the prices 
down and to take all steps to see that supplies are maintained. It is a 
matter of regret that in spite of all the appeals that I made to the trade 
for co-operation and in spite of QoTemmeni haying adopted generally their 
advm, the trade has not responded to our policy. Already^ I ]iaye under 
consideration the cases of traders who refuse to put their stocks on the 
market or to continue their normal trade and I am afraid that I shall have 
to take steps against them and cancel their licences so as to debar them 
from further trading. District Magistrates are being instructed to take 
steps against traders who have stopped placing stocks in the market and 
have suspended their normal trade as a protest against of in opposition to 
the policy of Government to bring down prices. In the meantime I am 
taking steps to supply the markets with rice and atta from our stock not 
only in Calcutta but in those areas of the mufassal where the stocks have 
been withheld by the trade. I shall not, however, be content with this, 
and steps are being taken to ferret out all concealed stocks for which 
substantial rewards are being offered. I would like to advise the trade— 
and if they will not take my advice, let them not blame me if I have to 
take serious steps against them — I would like to advise the trade to put 
their stocks on the market at once and play the game by tbe people of 
Bengal, by the producers and the consumers out of whom they make their 
living. 

Although the height of the distress has been to some extent alleviated 
by the advent of the aun crop, distress, even famine conditions, still exist 
in an acute form in many areas. The price of rice still remains far too 
high for the average population, and undoubtedly this has led to grave 
distress throughout the province even where foodgrains are available. The 
difficulties are undoubtedly greatly accentuated in those areas where there 
is scarcity of foodgrains and where there is no aus crop, and in these areas 
the distress conditions are appalling. All that we have done or can do 
depends on supplies and if we have not tbe supplies within the province, 
supplies must come from outside. As we get in further supplies, they have 
to be rushed to those areas which are in grave distress and arrangements 
have been set up for their proper requisite distribution. In the matter of 
supplies we have to make the best of our internal resources and at the same 
time get in as much supplies as possible from outside. The au« crop this 
year, in spite of damages and the fact that most of the aut is of the early 
variety and therefore yields less grain, is surplus in some of the districts. 
But to expect and hope that mathematical allocation is possible for the 
4iu$ crop is to hope and expect tbe impossible and could only have been 
entertained by those who bring to bear on the problems of Bengal ideas 
and solutions wholly divorced from realities. As every one knows, the 
crop is not a, marketable commodity. It is a consumer’s crop. It has come 
after a period of great distress. It has come when the psychology of tbe 
^leople is attuned to caution and where tbe distress of others has only served 
to ilicrease tbe instinct of self-prescrvatiiAi. There are many reaecnts dm! 
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IL <ilMl give to prove that meticiiloue statistical distribution is impossible in 
thp case of the ems crop. In spite of all drawbacks, however we have taken 
all the best possible steps that could have been taken under the soundest 
advice that ^e Chambers of Commerce could offer to us to purchase and 
distribute as much of the crop as we cln. But there can be no doubt about 
it that without substantial imports of foodgrains from outside we are not 
in a position to meet the situation. 1 am amazed at the ignorance prevail- 
ing in generally well-informed circles regarding the Bengal position and 
the reason why there is a shortage. There are still people in India who 
suggest that there is enough foodgrain in Bengal and that by false propa- 
ganda we are declaring a shortage which does not exist and are over- 
dramatising the situation. 

Dr. SYAMAPRAtAD MOOKBRJEE: Ton said so only a month ago. 

Tha Hon’bla Mr. H. S. tUHRAWARDY: I have never said so. 

Mr. EANT08H KUMAR BAEUs You are now making fine distinc- 
tions. 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY. I can understand this from 
the representatives of those provinces who are themselves in deficit and 
who are most anxious that their deficit should not be lost sight of in the 
consideration of the extremely distressed conditions in some parts of Bengal. 
There are others however who have even no such justification of self- 
preservation for the view which they hold but there are people also who 
are asking in all genuineness for the reasons why there is a shortage of 
loodstulfs in Bengal, During my recent stay in Delhi I have met 
journalists, from various climes and countries all asking the question, the 
answer to which we know so well in Bengal but which seems to have been 
lost sight of in political controversies. For their benefit I will set out 
seriatim and in very brief detail some of the reasons as they strike me : — 

(1) We begin with the failure of the aus crop of 1942, There was severe 
drought and the crop burnt up in most of the areas. The agriculturist 
therefore had to fall back on his reserves from the previous crop which was 
letter than the average. 

(2) Then there was the failure of the anuin crop of 1942-43. Some 
estimate the shortage at 3 million tons; some a little bit more, and some 
less. That there were no general reserves is proved by the fact that as 
soon as the crop came on to the market people started eating the new crop 
in some of the areas — the surest sign of approaching distress or famine, a 
sign which should have been taken note of by the then administration, a 
sign which should have warned them to take steps as against future 
catastrophe. 

(3) Then there is the havoc caused by cyclone and floods in which the 
most proliflc areas of Bengal in Hidnapore and 24-Parganas were destroyed 
eeni. per cent., and whose population hae had to be fed entirely from othe% 
Mtside reeouroee. 
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(4) ) in seTend districta a kind of pest jtui belota tli4 onttuif of tko 
crop looted havoo with the standing crop. 

The difficulties created by these cataclysms have been accentuated by 
certain steps due to military causes — none of them perhaps of any great 
magnitude if taken indiyidually but cumulatiyely causing a serious inroid 
on our resources. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALs What about* the denial poUcyf 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. t. 8UHR AWARD Y: Will you kindly allow me 
to continue? 

(5) The boat denial policy interfered with the cultivation in the char 
areas, with the movement of commodities and also with deep-sea fishing. 

(6) The evacuation of the coastal areas threw a considerable amount of 
land out of cultivation and also threw a large portion of the population 
on other areas which bad barely enough for their subsistence. 

(7) Refugees from Burma and Arakan poured into Bengal and swelled 
the category of consumers; 

(8) There has been a tremendous increase of industrial activity and an 
influx of industrial labour from the rest of India, particularly Bihar^ 
Orissa, the United Provinces and the Punjab. 

(9) There was the loss of import from Burma, the net import represent- 
ing 200,000 tons. 

(10) Aerodrome construction has also put out of cultivation some landf^ 
has diverted labo'ur from the fields, and at the same time has produced 
another consuming non-productive population. A proportion of tbes# 
labourers come from outside Bengal. 

(11) There bus been a further influx of a consuming population in the 
shape of the military. Their requirements other than foodgrains have to 
be met from local resources. 

(12) Last but not least, there is great shortage of normal imports from 
other provinces which would have been a most valuable addition to our 
resources. 

Is it to be wondered at that there should be a serious shortage of food- 
grains in this province, and is it to be wondered at if we stress the point 
that the peculiar conditions of Bengal east on the Government of India 
an added responsibility to come to our aid? When I attended the last 
Food conference in July I w’as amased at the scepticism of the representa* 
tives from the other provinces, when I pointed out to them the parloua 
condition of Bengal. What this was due to I will not refer at this stage, 
as I am making a bald statement of facts and do not wish to enter into a 
controversy. But it seemed to me too that the Government of India itself 
was to a law extent infected by those ideas. It was fortunate that a 
distinguished^son of Bengal, the Hou'ble Sir Asisul Huque, wta plaoed m 
charge of the Food Department and his efforts have been to some extent 
• responsible for changing the attitude of the Government of India towarda 
Bengal. 
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ttl^ MLINAMiHA iANYALs That u whj he has been ramoW. 

illt Hoil'fla Mr* H. t. tUHRAWARDYs That is not a fair state- 
jnant for the honourable member to make, I am fully aware that the 
Bon’ble Sir Asisul Haque himself relinquished his portfolio. Any insi- 
nuation or allegation to the contrary is false. 

Dr# NALINAK8HA SANYALs You may also be removed after this 
bald statement. 

Thf Mr« H* $■ fUHRAWARDYs The new Food Member of 

the Government of India, the Hon’ble Sir Jwala Prasad Srivastava has 
taken a very keen interest in our affairs. Almost his first act was to come 
down to Calcutta, meet persons of all shades of opinion and all interests • 
in order to appraise the situation himself. Through my constant contact 
with him at Delhi and at Lahore I am convinced that he will leave no stone 
unturned to send foodgrains to Bengal which we so badly need. Already 
ihe Bengal allotment of rice has been increased by 15,000 tons from the 
Punjab alone and 8,000 tons from the Central Provinces and efforts are 
being made to procure as much of the foodgrains allotted under the basic 
plan as possible within the next 3 months. Sir Jwala Prasad will be soon 
proceeding to Simla to use his influence to expedite this procurement, and 
thereafter he will proceed to Sind to see what can be done in that direction. 
The Transport Department has also made arrangements for despatching 
fpodgrains by trains as well as by ships. Special wagons will be allotted 
for free foodgrains which will be allowed to come outside the quota, and 
more wagons will be allotted if necessary. The Military Water Transport 
are allotting ships for foodgrains from Sind and the West Coast ports and 
within the last few days a substantial amount of wheat and millet and a 
certain amount of rice have come into Bengal. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAO MOOKERJEE: Where have they all gone? 

Tilt Hon’bif Mr. H. i. iUHRAWARDYs They are nil here and they 
are being distributed. It is only now that after long last we are able to 
eee some light and some hope surges in our breast that we may by the aid 
ot the Almighty be able to alleviate the present situation. Our cordial 
thanks are due to Sir Jwala Prasad for the. efforts that he is making, and 
our earnest prayer to the Almighty is that his efforts may be crowned with 
euocess. Although we have not sufficient supplies, still in the hope that 
those supplies will be forthcoming, we are pushing on with our efforts to 
ration Calcutta. More and more distribution centres have been opened, 
•officers have come back after profiting by lectures held in Bombay by 
Hr. Firby, the rationing expert from England. We are fortunate that 
Mr. Kirby himself is in Calcutta to guide us in the operations. The 
Tationing scheme is being pushed through with the greatest vigour and 
expedition 

Dn tYAMAPRAtAD MOOKERJElt The operatioii is suooMful but 
patient wiU die. 
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Mr. H. S. tUHRAWAHOYt And I hope that shor% in 
the ntttftih of October we shall be in a position fully to ration Calcutta. 
My target date of the Ist of October, I regret to say, cannot be fulfilled. 
The work is colossal and the organisation that will have to be set up needs 
recruitment and training, but I hope that by that date partial rationing 
will be enforced in many sonea and a large portion of the public will have 
the benefit of distribution from our centres. Distribution is also being 
pushed forward and I hope that within a short time the districts of 24- 
Parganas, Hooghly, Howrah, the distressed portion of Burdwan and Midna- 
pore and certain areas in Bankura and Birbhum will be covered with a 
network of free kitchens and cheap grain shops, and that I shall be in a 
position to send substantial amount of foodgrains to places like Faridpur, 
.Dacca with its distressed subdivisions, Tippera, Noakhali and Chittagong 
and other areas in distress. I am happy to be able to announce that we 
have in store and in process of manufacture and in process of despatch a 
sul^tantial amount of atta. This, I propose, to place on the market at six 
annas a seer. The mills will get wheat from us at Rs. 12-4 a maund an^ 
we shall supply the afto to the retailers at Rs. 14 a maund. We are able 
to make this reduction in price owing to the reserve that we had accumu- 
lated in the first days when the wheat was sent to us, and we could not 
gauge exactly the expenses that we would have to incur. Th*e present price 
of annas 6 a 8i*er will mean a continuous loss to us, but we can afford this loss 
against the reserve which we have accumulated. At Delhi and the Punjab 
I found that there was considerable perturbation over the alleged profits 
that were being made by the Government of Bengal on the wheat transac- 
tions. The figures which had been put out by us ivere not even known to 
them. I published the figures once more, I made it clear to them that in 
the beginning we had laid by some reserves, but at present prices we would 
be undergoing a loss. I agreed to give further consideration the matter 
and at the same time I have offered to the Governments of India and the 
Punjab that they should send me some costing advisers who would in con- 
junction with an officer of the Bengal Government go through the prices 
of wheat and atta and see if anything can be done to revise the price down- 
wards still further, keeping in view the fundamental fact that no Govern- 
ment shall make a profit on these transactions and that no private party 
shall profiteer at the expense of the Governments, the consumer and the 
producer. I hope and trust that, if any apprehension is still felt, my 
offer can be accepted as 1 am most anxious to bring down the prices and 
to see that other Governments who are sending their foodgrains to this 
province should have no cause for complaint. 

And now, 1 come to the situation which has aroused the attention ot 
India to the appalling conditions prevailing in Bengal, namely, the influx 
of the destitutjM to Calcutta and the district towns. This is a subject which 
hae to be dealt with caution and with reverence as we are in the preeenoe 
of tragedies which are occurring around us every day. To some tl^ie hae 
provided an opportunity for caeting stones at others and diverting the shaft 
of o^Mrohrium and reeponeibility from themselves. To some othesu this 
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prorided m opportuiiity for party politico! propaganda and to create 
4 INintinient againit the present Ministry. Some have taken advantage of 
thw io create an atmosphere that they and they alone were saving the lives 
of the people, and that the present Ministry in Bengal was doing nothing. 
They and they alone probably jointly#with other relief organisations have 
not spent more than two lakhs of rupees whereas the Ministry has spent 
at least four crores of rupees in the recognised form of relief work and 
another three crores of rupees in giving relief to the middle classes by 
supplying rice at subsidy rates through cheap grain shops, I would not have 
referred to this aspect of relief at all as I greatly value non-official assist- 
ance and have endeavoured in my own way to encourage, organise and 
help them and give prominence to their activities but for the fact that 
this has been unfortunately utilised as a weapon against Government and 
for conducting propaganda against it. To some others this has provided 
an opportunity for exercising their dormant instincts of charity which were 
not aroused as long as distress was confined to the villages. In Calcutta 
today there are 140 kitchens managed by several organisations, hard at 
work, serving food to these destitutes who have migrated from the 
surrounding districts which have been most afflicted by scarcity. I pay 
my tribute of gratitude and thanks to these organisations that have taken 
on this task atf, otherwise, it would have had to be home entirely by Govern- 
ment but which cannot possibly be satisfactorily undertaken without non- 
official assistance and organisation. Most, if not all, of these organisations 
are being subsidised by Government and have been standardised and co- 
ordinated by the Relief Control Officer who has been placed in charge of 
these kitchens. With meagre supplies in hand we had to cut down the 
amount of foodgrains per head; with better supplies coming in we have 
decided to increase the per capita allotment and make special provision 
for nursing mothers and infants. But this is merely a palliative; it is no 
solution of the problem. W© have therefore takeu steps to remove these 
people to shelters, treat them, clothe them, send them out to camps outside 
Calcutta and ultimately to repatriate them to their homes, not to starve, 
but to be fed. They will be removed only when in their homes similar 
relief kitc^hens have been set up to meet the distress in that area. To meet 
4iie insensate propaganda that we intend to remove them merely because 
the attention of India may not be attracted to the appalling conditions in 
Bengal, we have invited non-officials to inspect every single step of our 
arrangements. Unhappily, in spite of all the steps we have taken and are 
taking and in spite of our having opened up hospitals to receive the sick 
destitutes death is taking place in the streets and in the hospitals. With 
people starving and famished, wandering away from their homes, away 
from their shelters, away from the environments which supported them, 
in a state of economic submersion, with no vitality to bear Uie inclmnencies 
of the sun and rain in a strange land, some are unhappily bound to succumb 
and death must take its toll. In reverence 1 mourn their death. Perhaps 
they ^ve not died in vain as they have focussed the attention of India 
to the terrible conditions prevailing in this province, have roused 
Ooverament of India to action which is already bearing fruit and has 
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sroiue4 ^ sympathy of the Indian peoples to the need for snocour. I 
rememhw a member of the Food Conference dilating on this aspect. He 
said thht it was from my lips for the first time that the conference and the 
represcBtatives of the provinces and states were being told of the magnitude 
of the distress within Bengal. The people of India fed hitherto on different 
stories were not prepared to believe it and propaganda was necessary to 
enlighten them regarding the situation. Indeed, these unfortunate people 
have not died in vain and their death may be the cause of saving 
of others from distress and starvation. 

Some may ask at this stage why has the situation been allowed to 
develop? I am afraid that it was inevitable. There is a shortage of food- 
grains in the province and some areas were in serious deficit. There was 
phenomenal rise in prices. The village people couljl not afford any longer 
to feed the destitutes of their area. We saw the danger approaching. We 
were helpless to do more than alleviate the situation. Foodgrains were 
sent as much and as rapidly as possible. Money was sent but without food- 
grains gratuitous relief could not be dispensed in a sufficient measure. 
The distress was widely prevalent and I needed foodgrains for gratuitous 
relief, for test relief works and for agricultural loans — foodgrains which 
were non-existent. 1 claim that we have done the best that we could with 
the resources at our dispffsal and I believe that though dark and dismal 
days are still ahead of us we are in a position to face the future with more 
hope and assurance than hitherto and with better supplies ahead of us, 
effectively to organise relief throughout the length and breadth of Bengal. 
When I was at Delhi and Lahore I found the atmosphere surcharged with 
falsehood sedulously propagated by Mahasabhaites against the Bengal 
Ministry. It is a colossal pity that Dr, Syamaprasad Mookerjoe has b^n 
making unfounded insinuations and allegations against the firm of M. M. 
Ispahani, Ltd. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERilEE: Face an fjpen enquiry. 

TKo Hon'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs and 1ms been broad- 

casting the speech which he delivered in the House in the last debate con- 
taining all kind.s of base and unfounded charges against the Company — 
charges which were smashed by me on the floor of the House. In spite 
of that the insinuations have been repeated without deletion. I say it is 
unfortunate not for the Ispahanis who have shoulders broad enough to 
bear the brunt of these charges and whose probity and efficiency in business 
circles is well known for generations. It is unfortunate, however, for the 
people of Bengal because these allegations, in every particular, harm the 
cause of the people of Bengal and give rise to an impression in India that 
there is something seriously wrong in the administration of the prcmnoe 
but not with the food situation. 

Sir, I hare heard an interjection from the other side of the House that 
I am a partner of the Ispahanis. Let me inform the House that 1 am not 
a partner of the Ispahanis and I have no personal interest in that firm. 
Le$ me inform the House that if that charge is again repeated it wHl he 
a charge deliberately made against me, knowing it to be false - ** 
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ilr* ATUL 0NAIIOIIA ilNt Why not come to a court of lawF 

tilt Hoil’blo Mr« H. t. tUHIIAWARDY: The honourable members 
on the other side of the House, whom I might not call honourable lor 
making these charges but whom 1 hai4 got to call honourable* ^ are not 
worth ray attention in a court of law. 

Dr. •YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdiE: Why not have an open enquiry 
and let the public knowP 

The HOffl’bIt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY8 There is no scope for an 
open enquiry. The scandal-mongering of vicious intellects does not justify 
an open enquiry. Sir, the scandal-mongering goes on day after day and 
fertile imaginations of vicious intellects are busy manufacturing vile 
insinuations and in whispering them through diseased political galleries. 
(Dr. Stamaphasad Mookebjee: Mere abuses will not help.) The firm of 
Ispahanis have borne the scandal-mongering tales with dignity and forti- 
tude. Their reputation for probity and honour remains as high as ever 
in spite of all the attempts to besmirch them with vile insinuations. 
(Dr. Syahaprasad Mookeejee : Besign your Ministership and defend 
Ispahanis before an open tribunal.) They have been advised to treat these 
charges with scorn, for all know t^t they are false, false to the knowledge 
of the utterers and have their origin in political frustration and envy. 
(Dr. Stamapbasad Mooxerjee: What an impartial Minister!) But 
patience has its limits. The latest canard is that their godowns have been 
locked and searched by Government and that they have been detected in 
the process of committing a great fraud. The fact is that during the drive 
the inspecting otiicers estimated the stocks of Mirza Ali Akbar who is one 
of our handling and storing agents 

Or. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEEs Who is he? Is he a benamdar 

of Ispahanis? 

Tht Hoii’li'lt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY; No. 

* Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEEs Yes, he is. 

Th« Hoit’blB Mr. N. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is another false and 
stupid allegation that is made. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: What have Ispahanis got to do 
yrith Mirsa Ali Akbar? 

Tbt Hon’blt Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: They are the handHng and 
inspecting agents of Government. The figure which was given by our 
inspecting agents was a figure different from the stocks shown in the 
accounts of the office of the Foodgrains Purchasing Officer. Mirsa Ali 
Akbar stated that those godowns contained nothing but Government stocks, 
that be bad no private stock of bis own or of any client, that be was not 
intereited in these stocks and be would welcome if Government woidd 
al Bi tti ae tbe stocks and make a tally. Tbe godowns were accordingly ^ 
sailed and a sto^ baa been taken. It ie obtioua that in taking tbe 
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ftnd tte weights, we have not been abk to weigh eifory bag but ba^ 
proceeded on the basis that 2 ^ maond bags contained 2| maunds and 2 mauad 
bags contained 2 maunds. The latest figures show that in a tumoTer of H 
lakhs of maunds from that godown, there has been a difference only of 700 
maunds. This has been made the foundation of serious fdlegation not 
against the firm of Mirza Ali Akbar, the handling and storing agent but 
that of Messrs. M. M. Ispahani, Ltd. 

But, Sir, may I take this opportunity to make an earnest appeal to the 
members of the Opposition to drop this unnecessary decrying and defaming 
of a company that has come to our rescue at a most critical moment and 
has been able in the teeth of frantic opposition to procure foodgroins which 
have enabled us to keep our control shops and distributing centres going, 
to feed Calcutta and to feed the honourable members of the Opposition for 

the matter of that and the essential services (A voice from the Opposition 

benches : What about the Minister and his party?), to feed us, the members 
of this side as well and to send supplies to deficit areas and to find graiUa 
for each gruel kitchen. Is it not possible to cry a halt to allegations and 
insinuations? My offer to the Opposition to examine their accounts and 
papers has not yet been acceptetl. 

Or. SYAMAPRASAD M00KER4EE: I did accept and you asked me 
to go to Ispahanis. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAROY: You did not. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: 1 did. 

The Hoh’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: EveryboiJy will remember 
that and I wish to explain it. Sir, l>ecauNe Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee is 
taking advuuttige of his position over there to make a statement. Dr. 
Syamaprasad Mookerjee came on one day when 1 was working in bed and 
he told me that he had certain information at his dispo.sjil to the effect that 
foodgmins had been purchased at a lower figure than (xjuld be show^n in 
Mr. Ispahani’s books of account. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: Not that. You have forgotten 
that. 

The Hon’bk Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is so far as 1 remember. 
Whatever it was, I asked Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee, repeating my offer 
to him, to go to the firm of Messrs. Ispahani where all the lx>oks of account 
and papers were placed and to satisfj- himself on the matter. Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee refused the offer. He said that he was not prepared to go to the 
firm of Messrs. Ispahani, but I should get all the papers and books from 
Messrs. Ispaboni and place them at his disposal. I told him further that 
that was on impossibility, but that if he would give me facts and figures, 
I would have them tested by Government ofBcers and 1 would report to him 
the result. Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee did not place those facts and 'figures 
before me. I farther told Dr. Syamaprasad Mmkerjee--*^d probably that 
»ia the reason why be did not proceed in the matter further and iiaoe be has 
oonfiAad bimaelf to insiniiations and allegatiomH^that iliere were three 
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ol tlie Aeoountaiit-GeiiepaFfl oBce working nigkt and day from the 
b^liAning'in Mr. Ispahani’s office who were looking not only through his 
hooks ni account, but through all his correspondence, through all his papers, 
thfough all the adrices, through all t|ie telegrams sent by his agents and 
through all the contracts. 

D^t NALINAKiHA SANYAL: This is a rank false statement. 

Tlia Hoil’bic Mfa Hi 8i 8UHRAWARDY: This is not a false statement. 

Or. HALINAKiHA SANYAL: Will you come with me to the 
Accountant-General's office and I will prove it to be false? I give you a 
challenge that I will prove it to be false. 

TIm Holl’Sla Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDYs It may be that all the three 

accountants did not come from the Acoonniant-General’s office, but the 
atatement is absolutely correct that there are three accountants sitting there 
in I^pahani's office. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Since when three? There was only 
one. Three only Recently ? 

ThaHon’blaMr. H. S. SUHRAWAROY: No, not recently. They have 
been there for a considerable time. If the honourable member wishes to 
know the date, I shall be able to give him the date in reply. However, 
that is a different matter. There are three accountants sitting there 
examining all the papers and documents and 1 think that ought to be 
sufficient to give the quietus to all the allegations and insinuations. But 

1 would like to repeat the offer once more so that if Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee changes his mind, he may still go and examine the books of 
account. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Why should I go? Why not a 

Judge? 

The Hoffi'ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: I W4int to imike an appeal 
again to him and to the members of the Opposition for co-operation in our 
j^icy kid down to bring down the price and make foodgrainvS available to 
the public. (Kai Habekdra Nath Chaudhuhi: It is a stupid and dis- 
bcaest Government.) Before I sit down I would like to say a few words 
regarding our neighbours. The Premier of Orissa has promised to de- 
requisition all the rice and paddy and to replace all the rice which has been 
requisitioned, to allow rice and paddy under contract to go into Bengal and, 
over and above that, to send some more from his surplus. On behalf of the 
people of Bengal, I wish to thank him and the people of Orksa for their 
generosity. They themselves are in difficulties. Some of the areas in their 
province are in distress. Our thanks, therefore, are all the more sincere. 
We hope that his province will soon ^ but of the woocfs and will continue 
to help us in a still more plentiful measure. 

The Premier of tlie Punjab and the Food Minister of the Punjab have 
both of them appealed to their people not to keep back their stock# while^' 
other# are starving but to allow it to flow into Bengal, We are grateful to 
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them we tnist that their appeals will be responded to. Thmre has been 
a genexui searching of stocks in the various surplus provinces and States 
and there is every hope that more and more stocks will be declared, and th<! 
major p(^ion of it will be assigned to Bengal. Bihar and the United 
Provinces have agreed to send us more gram and dal. We are in touch 
with other provinces too for gram, dal and groundnuts. The Government of 
India, as I have already stated above, are taking every possible stejis to 
assure us more foodgrains and to transport what is already available, and 
I have it on the best authority to state that imports from foreign lands are 
also on the way. I have dc»ne whatsoever I could during the very short 
time that we have been functioning. AVe have hud a terrible legacy to cope 
with and if P have been of any service to the people of Bengal and if my 
efforts have helped at all to alleviate the distress, I can, with some contidence, 
claim that I have done my duty. (Loud applause from the Ministerial 
benches.) 
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The Bengal Vagrancy Bill, IMS. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 
l)eg to move that ihe Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 104J1, be taken into tM)nsideration. 

Sir, I do not like to take up the time of the Hou.se hy a long speech, 
because this Bill has been before the public for a long time. It was 
published in the Calcutta Gazette and it was introduced before. The provi- 
sions of the Bill are very few, and it is not a controversial Bill. I hope 
that this Bill will have the support of all sections of the public. There is 
a provision for detention; there is a provision for iminagenient and discipline, 
and there is a provision for punishment. These are all the provisions, and 
I move that the Bill be taken into (M)n.siderution. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Muiilvi Jalaluddin Ahmad that 
the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 194^1, be taken into consideration, was then put 
and agreed to. 

Clauie 1, 


The question 
agreed to. 


that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
Clause 2. 


Mr. BREAKER: Mr. Chaudburi, 1 think your amendment is not in 
order. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Why* not. Sir? 

Mr. BREAKER: You have proposed that for ihe words *'pre»cribed 
purpose'* the words * ‘authorised by an institution*' be substituted. There 
is a technical mistake; it should be “for a prescribed purpose". 

4 M HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURis I have corrected that I 
have already sent a aotioe. 
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iir« tPIAKERl You want to move your amendment F 

M HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER! There is one tlung that 1 aiiould like to point out in 
order to eare time. The word '^institution’’ has not been defined in the 
Bill. 

Roi HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURIs Sir, I shall move my amend* 
ment with a brief speech. I beg to move that in clause 2(9), in line 7, for 
the words "for a prescribed purpose’’ the words "authorised by on 
institution’’ be substituted. 

Sir, the Bill is named the Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943, and ft is important 
to define the word "vagrant" as exactly as possible. Much of the provisions 
of the Bill has been taken from an old Act, namely, the European Vagrancy 
Act of 1824, but I cannot understood why the definition of "vagrant" has 
not been taken bodily from that Act. Sir, in that Act, "vagmnt" is defined 
as "a person of European extraction found asking for alms or wandering 
abroad without any employment or visible means of subsistence". That is 
the simple definition of "vagrant" in the European Vagrancy Act. Why 
the definition is going to be expanded so far as this Bill is concerned, I 
cannot understand. Not only that, but certain persons are being excepted 
from the category of vagrants and, Sir, it is stated in the definition that 
a "vagrant" does not include a person collecting money or asking for food 
or gifts for a prescribed purpose. Sir, here is a propos;il to legi.slate behind 
the Imok of the Legiskture. I want to prevent that. Therefore 1 want 
U> substitute for the words “for a prescribed purpo.se" tlie words "authorised 
by an institution". Institution is a word of oonimon use and does not in 
my opinion require a definition. 

Th« Hoii'bta Khan Bahadur Mautvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, 1 
oppose this for this very reason that it lias got no ineuning. Tlie word 
"institution" has not been defined. There are many institutions. To 
quote my honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi there are institutions prostituted 
Illegally in the name of institutions. So, I cannot accep this amendment. 

‘ On the other hand, the word "prescribed" Las been defined in clause 6 of 
section 2. That means "prescribed by rules made under this Act". For 
this simple reason, I cannot accept this amendment which has got no 
meaning. 

The motkm of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 2(9), in line 
7, lor the words "for a prescribed purpose" the words "authorised by an 
institution" be substituted, was then put and lost. 

The question that ,^ttie 2 stand part of the BUI was then put and 
agreed to. 

€lau9$ 3,, 

Mr* BREAKER I Both the amendments of Mr. Adwaita Kumar iCaji are 
out of order. 

The question that clause 3 stand piart of the Bill was then put aiil 
agreed to. 
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Clauses 4 and S, 

The question that clauses 4 and 6 stand part of the Bill was then put 
and to. 

Clause 6. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the only pnrpuse for which 1 want 
to move this amendment is to invite the attention of the Hon’hle Minister 
to the procedure of taking a person to the Mngistrate. If be l<H>ka into my 
amendment and feels that there is onything in it, he may accept the same. 
Otherwise I would not mind if it is not accepted. I fornnilly move that in 
clause 6, in lines 4 and 5, for the words “to accHunpany him or any other 
Police Officer to and to appetir*’ the wonls “to place him under arn»st and 
at the earliest opportunity to produce him” be substituted. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi ilALALUDDIN AHMAD: lor the 

information of Dr. Sanyal I may say that a Police Officer authorised may 
require any person who is app<ircMitly a vagrant t<» ac wunpany him or any 
other Police Officer only to appear os early as j>ossihle before a Special 
Magistrate when he is in court. Sir, you nmy take it that this clause is 
not on the same lines as in the (Viminal Procedure (’ode. Therefore, I do 
not see any reijison for acc^epting Dr. SiUjyaP.s amendineitt. Sir, I opi>ose it. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that in clause 0, in lines 4 uml f), 
tor the words “to ac(x)miwny him or any other Police Officer U» and to 
ojipear” the words “to place him under ariest and at the earliest opportunity 
to produce him” be substituted was then put and lost. 

The que.stioii that clause (i ^land part of the Hill was then pul and 
agreed to. 

Clause 7. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir. 1 beg to nuive iiiat iu 
clause 7, after .sub-clause (/O the following new sub-clausc be added, 
namely : — 

”(-4) A person declared to be a vagrant under »ul>-sc< t>on il) ot section 
7 may apply for a revision of the <leckiration or may appeal to 
have it set aside in accordance w^itli the pro(‘e<luro laid down in 
the Oiminal Pix)cedure Code, as if the de<4aration v\as an order 
under .section 118 of the said (Jode”. 


Sir, you will find that once a person is taken to a Magistrate and is 
declared to be a vagrant there is almost an end of him. He has got to go 
almost to a jail and remain there for such a length of time as it suits the 
pleasure of the Controller of Vegraucy. There is every likelihood of such a 
provision being prostituted for political purposed and therefore persons who 
are hauled up and declared an vagrant.^ should have a right t/o (tuestion that 
declaration in a kw court. Sir, you are aware that under section Kill of the 
Criminal Procedure Code (security section) a person may be asked to offer 
security for good behaviour if he is found to be a vagrant and the order 
^that is made as regards security is made under section IIB of the said Code. 
That order is appealable nn^r section 405^ if I ramember aiight, of the 
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Code. Therefore, 1 propose that here also the person who is declared to 
he vagrant should have an opportunity to question the dedaratipn that is 
made about him. I liave suggested in my amendment that he should have 
the right to appeal to the proper court for setting aside thal deolaratioh.' 
It is a safeguard that is absolutely necessary in the oonditjons that prevail 
in this country. 

With these* words, Sir, 1 propose tliat the amendment be accepted. 

Mr* ABOUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I oppose the amendment on the 
simple ground that the legal procedure in the matter of removal of vagrants 
from Calcutta and other centres of Bengal should be made as easy as 
possible. We should not in any manner open a new source of revenue for 
the legal profession. I stressed this point in the Committee over which the 
Bon ble Minister of the day had presided. Ijot us get rid of these people 
and if there is any aggrieved party it may be possible for him to prove 
himself to be a useful citizen and member of society and thus get out of the 
clutches 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Row? 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, these interruptions I cannot 
stand. I seek your protection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you cannot stand these interruptions, 
you had better go oul , ’ 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDI()I: Sir, this side of the House also 
deserves your kind consideration. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Of course. 

'Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I cuuuot stand such interruptions. 

1 urn not such a clever inan os the Doctor is^ aud my argument becomes 
disturl>ed. 1 uiu talking slmui a matter of which I have made some study. 
It is imt a ('ontroversial point. There is no difference of opinion anywhere. 
But. Sir, I once cited the old Persian saying; — 

The honourable member for the municipalities of the district of Murshidabad 
interferes because it has become a part of his habit in this Assembly to 
be*-)me a nui sance. I earnestly appeal to you, Sir, to use youSTpowe? and 
to save "08 interruptions. I would app^ to the mover of the 

amendment to withdraw it because the idea when this Bill was drafted was 
to make the procedure aa easy as possible. 

Mr, BFEAKBRs Mr. Siddiqi, I did not catch you, but did you use the 
eipression that he had proved himsel f to W a nuisance? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDlQIs Whatever words I have used will 
be on record. If there is any apology you seek, I offer one hundred 
Apologies. But for Qod s sake save the House, save the dignity of the 
House because we are not allowed even to listen to speeches. These di*f 
twiMiiom, Sir, have become intderaUe. 
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Ufa jiPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, I take it that \ nii limt witlidlllWH 1111 
expreanw. 

Mr. AlliUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Thousand apologies and two 
th<$usand withdrawals. But for God’s sai^ 8ttTF“Tw4-- 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. Sir, I shall not emulate the manners 
of my esteemed friend Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi. His method of offend- 
ing people and expressing regret when an apology is demanded, is well 
known. It begins from the proverbial 

Mr. SPEAKER. You need not prooetnl further in that direction. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Attempts to besmirch some respectable 
member of this House on a previous occasion, to whom he had to apologise 
subsequently. I would only like to remind this House through you and if 
that would open the legal hrain of a first* class product of the Aligarh 
University that a provision similar to the one projiowul hy Rai llaremlra 
Nath Chaudhuri iloes actually occur in the English Vagrancy Act. 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi would neither have (he paticiue nor probably 
the intelligenc 4 ' to understand it because it would not touch him. He 
always gets- up and abuses oth<‘rs wlien there is the slightest interruption. 
Be does not even care to n^ad law or even to apply his mind to important 
questions of principle. 

Sir^ here is a matter of great publie importance. We have seen how the 
powers that often abuse any authority that is vested in them; we have 
seen how under the present law, .section.s 109 and 110 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code have been most re<^klessly applied on the political workers 
just on the plea that they have been found loitering, and tliey have been 
called vagrants. It is only fair and reasonable that an opportunity should 
he provided in the A<‘t itself to the person who is declared to Im» a vagrant 
to seek some remedy in case he feels aggrieved by .such an order. The 
British Aid— the English Vagrancy Act of 1824— provides in section 9 as 
follows : — 

“When any Justice as aforesaid shall commit any such incorrigible 
Rogue to the House of Correction, there to remain till the next General or 
Quarter Sessions, or wlM*>n any such idle and disorderly Person, Hogue and 
Vagabond, or incorrigible Rogue, shall give Notice of his or her Intention 
to appeal against the Conviction of him or her, and shall enter into 
recognisance as hereinafter directe<l to prosetute such Appeal, such Justice 
shall require the Person by whom such Offender shall bt! apprehended, ond 
the Person or Person.s whose Evidence shall appear to him to be material 
to prove the offence and to support such Conviction, to become bound in 
Hecognisanee to Hk Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, to appear at the 
said General tir Quarter Sessions, to give evidence against such Offender”, 
etc., etc. 

• Sir, personal liberty is a matter of much graver concern to the 
firitidier than to an Indian, and 1 am surprised that one, of the position of 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi Irho sometimes at least alleges or professes to 
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to ft great protagonist of civil liberty, would forget himsell eo much fts to 
get up and oppose the salutary measure that is sought to he introduced by 
my friend Ilai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri. 


Thft Hon’bfe Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

»Sir, I really sympathise with my friend Dr. Sanyal and the mover in their 
anxieties to .safeguard that these powers are not abused, but I would 
respectfully remind them a provision of this kind under the Vagrancy Act 
would not be feasible, for by the time the judicial >er who sits on appeal 
gets seisin of the case the evidence would he gone because it would be very 
difficult at that time to prove vagrancy. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: If he ceases to be a vagrant, why 
should you not release him? 

Thft Hon’bift Kluin Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

I am coming to that. For that look up to section 18. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH OHAUDHURI: That is a discharge ' 
section . 

Thft Hon’bift Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Will you please hear me? There is provision for the appointment of a 

Controller to effect disclinrge n.s soon as it is found that the vagrant has 
improved liis conditimi. This is not a case under stK'tion 109 wbich deals 
with a mull who conceals his presence with regard his suspicious move- 
ment. Here there i.s no likelihood of this power being abused. On the 
ctlier hand, this is a salutary remedy for the protection of the vagrants. 
But if the power is at all abused the vagrant can at once go to the civil 
court under section 42 of Specific Relief Act, if he likes to seek remedy. 

Dr, NALINAKBHA SANYAL: But the Act stands in the way. 

Thft Hon’bift Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

No, it diM's not. For these reasons. Sir, I cannot accept this amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL; Corf^un is the only possible 

remedy. 

The motion of Hui Harendra Nath Chandhuri that in clause 7, after 
suli*cluuse (.7), the following new sub-clause be added, namely: — 

**{4) A person declared to be a vagrant under sub-section (2) of 
section 7 may apply for a revision of the declaration or may 
appeal to have it set aside in accordance with the prooedui^ laid 
down in the Criminal Procedure Code, as if « the declaration was 
an order under section 118 of the said Code'*, 


was then put and lust . 

The question that clause 7 stand part of tto Bill was tton pmt mt* 
agreed to. 
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Rai HARENORA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I b«g to move that in 
clause 8, after sub-clause (2), the following proviso be inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that a female vagrant shall be examined by a female medical 
officer only.” 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Sir, this has been provided for under section 14, under a proviso, namely, 
that a female vagrant shall be searched by a female only and with due 
regard to decem y. So there is no need of this amendment. 

The motion of Kai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 8, afU'r 
eiib-clause (2), tlie following proviso Ik* inserted, namely: — 

“Provided that a female vagrant shall be examined by a female medical 
officer only” 

WAS then put and lost . 

The question that danse S stand ])art of the Bill was then put and agreed 
to 

• Claused. 

The question that daiise !> stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clause 10, 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I lw*g to move that in 
danse 10, in siih-danse (/), in line •'). for the words “the area in which 
this Act is in tons*” the word ‘dlengur’ be substituted. 

Sir, the subsequent motions (Nos. 8 and 9) are ancillary motions, and 
I also move them formally, viz., that in clause 10, in sub-clause {/), in 
line 9, for the w ords “the said area” the word “Bengal” Iw suhslituted ; 
and that in clause 10, in suh-daii^e (/), in line 11, for the word “thoroto” 
the w'ords “to Bengal” be substituted. 

Tha Hofi’ble Khin Baliadur Mauivi tIALALUDDIN AHMADi 

Sir, I cannot accept them. 

The motion of Kai Hareiidra Nath ('haudhuri that in (dause 10, in sub- 
clause (/), in line o, for the words “the area in which this Act is in force” 
the wn>rd “Bengal” 1 m» siibstitiifed, was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The other two motions (Nos. 8 and 9) being 
consequential fall through. 

The question that clause 10 stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

Clauses 11 ta 17. 

• liff SPEAKER: Amendment No. 10 is consequential and therefore 
flUe Ibrongh. 
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The question that ('kusea 11 17 stand pari of the BiB wae then put 

and agre^ to. 

Clause 18, 

Rai HAREND H CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that in 

ckuse IB, in line 2 of paragraph (h) of sub-clause (7), after the word ‘‘has** 
the following words be inserted, namely: — 

‘^beeu sufficiently trained or*’. 

%Sir, clause 18 gives the ground for the discharge of vagrants. Now, 
sub-clause (/;) states, *'on its being shown to the satisfaction of the 
Controller that such vagrant has become possessed of an income sufficient 
to enable him to sujiport liiuiHelf without resorting to vagrancy”. I 
propose to insert after the word “has” the words “been sufficiently trained 
or”. .‘’What I mean is that when a vagrant has been sufficiently trained for 
earning his Uvelilio<»d, that ought to Ik* a ground also for his discharge. 

The Hon'ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Sir, I cannot iicf^epi the amendment as it stands. The expression 
“sufficiently trained” lias no meaning. On the other hand, the provision 
that we have made “possessed of aii income sufficient to enable him to 
support himself without resorting to vagrancy” is quite adequate. If* we 
a(HK*pt the amendment, then the vagrant will resort to begging again. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, 1 beg to move that in 
clause 18, sub-clause {^) he omitted. 

Sir, suh-clause (i?) runs as follows: “When the employment referred 
to in clause (r/) of sub-section {!) has been obtained for a vagrant, any 
such vagrant refusing or neglecting to avail himself thertKif shall be liable 
to he ]uuvished on conviction before a Magistrate, w'ith rigorous imprison- 
ment for a term whii'h may extend to one month.” 

Sir, why must u vagrant k* cojii}>elled to accept an employment chosen 
by another person for liim? He may, if satisfied, voluntarily accept that 
employment. If he is compelled to accept an employment chosen by 
another for him, this will be sheer zaharJasti and nothing else. For, if a 
Vagrant does not accept an employment, under the said provision that will 
be an offence, and wdiut will be the re-sult}* He will be convicted for the 
offenw and .sent to prison. But apart from inflicting an undeserved punish- 
ment it will not improve matters otherwise, for after coming back from 
prison if he does not accept that very employment, what will be the case? 
He will again be hauled up before the Magistrate and will again be declared 
a vagrant and will again have to come back to the house of detention. 
Even after .suffering imprisonment if he can be ordered to go to the 
of detention, why cannot he remain in the house of detention alter refuting 
to accept that employment I cannot for myself understand. It is coercion 
pure and simple that a person should be forced to accept an employment 
chosen by another. 

The Hmi’bl# Kliaii BMuMur Miiilvi ^ALALUDOIN AMMADl* 

Sir, I do^not understand the logic of my friendk argument. Without tliia 
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proTiAio]l clause 2 of the Act will l>e meaiiiugless. Here it ia cliecking aud 
correcting him. It is in his own interest that there ^ould he punishment, 
otherwise the whole Act becomes nugatory. So, I cannot ncoept the 
amendment. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 18, in line 2 
of paragraph (b) of sub-clause (f), after the word “has” the following 
words be inserted, namely : — 

“been sufficiently trained or” 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that in clause 18, sub- 
clause (2) be omitted, was then put and lost. 

The question that clause 18 stand part of the Bill w’as then ^put and 
agreed to. 

(Inuse UK 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I formally move my motions 
Nos. 13 to 17, namely — 

that in clause 19, in line 1, tlie words “or caus<»s” be omitted; 

that in clause 19, in line 2, the W(»rds “nr the causing” be omitted; 

that in clause 19, in line 4, the words “(‘onnives at or” be omitted; 

that in clause 19. in lines 4 and o, the words “or the causing” be 

omitted ; 

that in claum^ 19, in line 7, for the words “tw<i years” the words “six 
months” be substituted. 

Sir, the object of these motions is to iiiiiiiiiiise the rigours proposed in 
the penalty clause — clause 19. The Hon’blc Minister will notice that two 
years’ punisliment has heen provided and a tine in addition to that for certain 
offences, the wording of whi(‘h leaves much scope for abuse. It is stated 
that “"VVlioever employs or causes any person to ask for alms, f>r abets the 
employment or the causing of a pfuson to ask for alms, or whoever, having 
the custody, charge, or care of a rhild, (onnivcs at or encourages the 
employment or the causing of a child to ask for alms shall he liable to l>e 
punished on conviction before a Magistrate with rigorous imprisonment for 
a term which may extend t-o two years or with fine or with both”. 

•Sir, I consider the punishment to Im* too hani and again some of the 
words might lead to abuse. Therefore, Sir, I have sought to remove some 
of those words and reduce the punishment to six months' rigorous 
imprisonment only. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, 1 am again surprised 
for, the fact is that there are rascals in this city of ours who have formed 
ccnnpauies and who send w'omen with suckling babes and children to go 
and bag for them. Sir, they maim children, they break their arms and 
Two years is too little. I thought that the generosity of iht 
* lu»l0«mble member would lead him to put it at 10 years. Thd amendment, 
«8tr, I think should be rejected by the House, 
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Tilt Htii’Wt Kliifi BaluNliir Mauivi tALALUDDIN AHMAOs 

Sir, I think the ^swer has been provided by Mr. Siddiqi. We roust 
punish a man who tries to earn through begging by somebody else 

Dr« NALIMAKSHA 8ANYAL: For' conniving at begging? 

Tlii Hon’blt Khan Bahadur Mauiui JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Yes, if you choose the word “conniving’* I can accept it, but there is the 
expression “the causing of a child to ask for alms”, and the amendment does 
not improve the thing. So, 1 do not accept the amendments. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But there is the word “connives”. 
Sir, my friend says that he is prepared to accept my amendment to omit the 
words “connives at”. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I have heard him. He has not accepted 
your amendments. 

The motion of Dr. ^alinaksha Sanyal that in clause 19, in line I, the 
words ”or causes” be omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr, Nalinuksha Sanyal that in clause 19, in line 2, the 
words “or the causing” be omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nulinaksha Sanyal that in clause 19, in line 4, the 
W’ords “connives at or” Ik* omitted was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinak.sha Sanyal that in clause 19, in lines 4 and 5. 
the words “or the causing” be omittt‘d was then put and lost. 

Thq motion of Dr. Nalinnk.sha Sanyal that in clause 19, in line 7, for 
the words “two years” the words “six moiith.s” he substituted was then 
put and lost. 

The question that clause 19 stand part of th<* Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

CUtitite,s 20 to 28. 

The question that clauses 20 to 28 .stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

AVic (lousv 20. 

Khan 8«hi8 HAMIDUDDIN AHMED: Sir, 1 beg to move that after 
clause 28 the following new clause he added, namely ; — 

“29. Any rules made or anything done or any action taken or any 
proceedings commenced in exercise of any pow’er conferred by 
or under the Beugal Vagrancy Ordinance, 194^3, shall, on the 
vsaid Ordinance ceasing to be in operation, be deemed to have 
l>een made, done, taken or commenced in exercise of powers 
conferred by or under tliis Act a.s if this Act had conimenoed on 
the 80tb day of July, 1943.” 

Dr. NALINAKtHA BANYALt *As the time at our disposal is abert, 

, are knve only to point out that this clause seeks to give reiroiqieetive •Diet*' 
to an anaotinent which has not yet been paaaed and it opens a very serkons 



1943.] 


GOVEENMENT BILL. 


question of principle, and we object on the* ground that to give retrospective 
effect to a criminal piece of legislation is entirely wrong. This has been 
found in connection with another criminal procedure which contested 
m the Calcutta High Court M)metiine sigo. The Judges of the High Court 
did mention that it is entirely irregular and wrong to seek to make an act 
criminal with retrospt»ctive effect. 

With these words, Sir, 1 object to retrospective effect being given to u 
piece of legislation which is not nlready tliere. 

Tha Hon’bta Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Dr. Sanyal forgets that this Bill is exactly <»n the lines of tlie Ordinance. 
Something like 800 vagrants have been dealt with under the Ordinance 
This clause is only for the continuance of the purpose of the Ordinance. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Therefore it is unneeessarv 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. 

The motion of Khan Sahil» Hainidiiddin Ahmed that after clause 28 the 
following new clause be added, namely: — 

“29. Any rules made or any thing dt)ne or any uition taken or any 
proceedings commenced in exerci.se of any power conferred by or 
under the Bengal Vagrancy Ordinance, 194'1, shall, on the said 
Ordinance ceasing to he in operati(»n, be d^nuned to have been 
made, done, taken or comiiKMU'ed in exercise of powers conferred 
by or under tliis Act as if thi*. Act had commenced on the 30th 
day of July, 194d,“ 

was then put and agi'oed to. 


Prearnhlc. 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was then put and 
agreed to. 

the Hon^hle Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMADi 

Sir, I beg to move that the lk*ngal Vagrancy Bill, 1943,^ ns settled in the 
Assembly, be passed: 

The motion was thqn put and agr(H*d to. 


Tilt Bangal Agrioultural Inoomt-tax Bill, 1943. 

TUt HtnHlIt Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COBWAMI: Sir, 1 beg to 

introduce the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1943. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Ad|turwBiiiiL 

Tlw House was tlien adjourned at 6-15 p.m. till 2-15 p.u. ou Tburaday, 
tilt 16tlk September, 1943, at the Aaaembly House, CakuHa. 
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The AsfiEMBty met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
16th September, 1943, at 2-15 p.m. 

PratMil: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 187 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwoia wore giveii) 

RetirofiMiit of Mr. Blair. 

Ral Bthillur dOCESH CHANDRA SEN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in chargee of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the present Chief Secretary to the Government of Bengal 

has submitted his resignation; 

(ii) if so, > when and under what circumstances; 

(«Vt) whether his resignation has been accepted; and 

(iv) if so, when? 

(6) If the resignation has not been accepted, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

MINISTER in oharga of tho HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Kliwaia Sir Nazimuddin) : (a) (i) and (iV) In u letter, dated the 18tL 

January, 1943, Mr. Blair enquired whether he would be permitted to retire 
for personal reasons on the expiiy of the leave due to him. 

(in), {iv) and (b) The Povincial Government were informed about the 
and of July that Mr. Blair's retirement on the expiry of such leave as might 
be allow'ed to him had been sanctioned by the Secretaiy of State. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN BARKER: Will the Hou^ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that a private letter of Mr. Blair was 
intercepted somewhere and that was the reason for his resignation? 

The Hon*lilO KhWljA Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I have it on the authority 
of Mr. Blair that he is not aware of it and that he knows nothing about it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon^bfe Minister please state 
whether he is aware that it is commonly believed that Mr. Blair resigned 
because he felt obstructed in the discharge of his duties as Chief Secretary? 

Tht HOB’ilte Ktiwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: May 1 draw the honourable, 
Ittember’s attention to the fact that he submitted bis letter somettme in 
; January, 1943, Sad 1 do not know what to<A place then. 
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Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon^le Minister he pleased 
to state if the letter referred to dated the 18th January, 1943, contained 
any suggestion by Mr. Blair complaining that he as Chief Secieiary was 
being ignored in matters relating to civil supplies by the powers that be 
and that things were being managed without his knowledge and some- 
times he w’as being informed after the events were completed by the 
then Cabinet? 

The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as I am aware that 
is not correct. 

Ml? ATUL CHANDRA SEN* Will the Hon'hle Minister please state 
whether he is aware that a letter written by Mr. Blair to his people at 
home was ever intercepted which contained allegations against the present 
administration ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Thai question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: AVill the Hon'hle Minister be pleased 
to state the contents of the letter dated the J8th .January, 1943, other than 
what is referred to in the answer? 

The Hofl’bl* Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 have not got that letter 
with me and therefore I cannot say, 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the llon'ble Minister be pleased 
10 state what is the present jmsitiim regarding the retirement of Mr, Blair? 
Is it a fact that he lias been or is being approached by the present head of 
the executive to continue in office and to assist him in the discharge of his 
responsibility^ in this jirovince during this critical period? 

The Hoffl*ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Blair is leaving on 
Saturday by the Bombay Mail. 

InoTBaat in liittaiY allowanoa of saourity priaonori. 

•SI. SJ. KHAGENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (a) WUl the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that the security jirisoners of different /ails in the Province have 
recently sent petitions to Government ^yraying for increase in the amount 
of their dietary allowance? 

(h) II the answer fo (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ ble Minister 
he pleased to state— 

(%) whether their prayers for increase in the dietary allowance have 
been granted; 

(ti) if so, to what extent ; and 

(ill) if not, the reasons therefor? 

Khan Dollar MOHAMMED ALI (on hohtif of the Hon*hio Khwaja 

Sir (a) Yes. 

'h) The rate of their diet allowance has since been increased by 100 per 
Dent. 



orasTioirs. 


[i6TH Ssrr., 

Mr* ATUL OHAMDilA tEN: With reference to anewer {h), will the 
Hon'hle llinieter be pleased to state when has this cent, per cent, increase 
been given effect toP 

Khan iahadur MOHAMMED ALIs In June this year, after the 
assumption of office by this Ministry. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DUTTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the prices of foodstuffs have not gone up by 
400 per cent. P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS In some cases prices have ingpeased 

considerably but not in the i^aseM of all foodstuffs. 

Mr. NIBHITHA NATH KUNDUs Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether there is any scale in respect of articles of diet 
fixed for the security prisoners P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether even after the cent, per cent, increase the 
prisoners take their diet at the same scale at which they used to take 
their dietP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALiS Previously the rate was 12 annu'i; 
it has been increased to H.h. 1-8. Therefore I say it has been doubled. 

Mr. HARIPADA OHATTOPADHYAY: Is the Honble Minister 
aware that the effect of the cent, per cent, increase does not amount to 
much considering the scale fd diet and the prices of ffK)dHtuff.sP 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY : tfpy Parliamentary Secretary 

glfHl notice CKTOpT* ^ TCYOT ^ notice HI I Dietary 

Scale is there. ^ Hon’ble Minister wtCHH I 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY : irfHtH oifri question HY I 

^1 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYALt Will the Ooverumeut be pkaaed to 
state if the dietary scale has been in any way improved or if there has been 
any deterioration thereof even though there might have been an increase 
in . the monetary allowance provided for such a scale, the price of comino* 
dities having risen much more than 100 per oent.P 

Thi Hon*hle Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am not answering ibe 
question, 1 am just explaining that the object of doubling the dietary « 
allowance is not to give a better scale but to mointain the same scale. 
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Mr. HARIPADA OHATTOPADHYAYl I» the Hon’ble Mialeter 
aware that even now prisoners are taking their diet only as per scale P The 
increase does not help them. 

(No (uiswer.) 

Of. HALINAK8HA SANYAL. Is the Government in a position to 
ensure or state that the previous dietary scale is fully maintained P 

The Hon'blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODINs That is what you have 
from the honourable member. 

MA ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleamN! 
to state whether he is aware that the Dacca Central Jail is supplying rice 
to security prisoners at higher rates in violation of the Bengal Foodgrains 
Control Order, 1943? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice in writing. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: 1 will bring it up by means of a out 
motion . 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think the best course would be that when a ques* 
tiou is answered by a Parliameiitary S sar s t a rj h n nheu l d aniir c iT whole 
of it : some part being answered by th® “ 'Charge and some part 
by the Parliamentary ry is somewhat 

irregular. Therefore I direcK^-^luU- hanoafwUi P a ri i OTB wtary 

Secretary answerjs. he will answer the whole of it. 

Mr. H ARTpSBFcilifffdPADH ”vinn the Hon’ble Minieter be 

pleased to state bow the price of sugar is charged at 14 annas in the Alipore 
Central Jail whereas the controlled price is G annas 9 pies? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question dues not arise. 

Withholding of loiters of soourity prisonors hy Special Branoh. 

•32. Mr. NIHARENDU DUTT-MAZUMDAR: (n) Is the Hon'blr 

Minister in charge of the Home Department aware of the fact — 

(t) that a letter, dated the 18th December, 1942, addressed by 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu, ii.l.a., to Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas, 
M.L.A., regarding a T.B. patient in the Presidency Jail was 
withheld by Special Branch; 

(it) that the information of such withholding was communicate«l by 
Special Branch to the Jail authorities on 16th Jaiiuar>% 1943; 

(ifi) that Mr. Kundu was informed of this on 25th January, 1943; 

(»t) that no reasons were stated by the Speidal Branch authorities for 
withholding the oorres{>ondeace ; and 

(v) that Mr. Kundu’s letters, datcnl the 10th November, and 21st 
December, 1942, addressed to the Deputy Commissioner. Special 
Branob, maldng enquiries about the above state of affairs have 
failed to elicit amr acknowledgment or replyP 



QUESTIONS. 


[IGtb SUnr., 


IM 

. II the aniwer to (a) is in tlie afimiative, is the Hon’Vle Minister 
4MUUiidirinir tiie desirability of enquixinir into the matter and ascertaining 
the reasons thereof? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what action^ if any, 
he is contemplating for preventing — 

(f) undue delay in communicating the information of withholding letters ; 
and 

(fV) withholding such letters against the provisions of rules? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwija 
Sir Naziifiuddin); ((j) (/} and (it) Yes. v 

(iit) to (*;) and (h) On enquiry I have come to know that Mr. Kundu 
was verbally informed by the Jail Superintendent of the withholding of 
the letter as also the reasons therefor. 

(e) (r) T have isHued orders to deal with thene things as expeditiously 
as possible. 

(n) I am sutisfied that the letter in (|ue.stion was not withheld against 
the provisions of the rules. 


Point of Ordor. 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. The answer 
is so worded that it is impossible to accept this answer from anybody other 
than the Hou’ble Minister in charge. It relates to a very important 
privilege of members in jail and, Sir, it would not he fair either to this 
House or to members who are in jail to permit Parliamentary Secretaries 
who have no responsibility in the administration of Government to allow 
such an answer to be given, if the Hon'ble Minister in charge means that 
the first person singular iiuml>er that is used here refers to Government, 
then that is entirely a different matter and in that ca.se the satisfaction of 
flovernmeut will have to be taken us the satisfaction of the Secretary in 
charge. But when the first person singular number nominative is used, 
one has to presume that the Hon’ble Minister in charge is personally 
satisfied, and if he does not give us the reply it would be difficult for us 
to aeoept the reply from the Parliamentary Secretary,’ unless be states 
that the Hon’ble Minister has had the satisfaction. 

Mr* SPEAKER I Dr. Sanyal, you perhaps remember that yesterday or 
the day before yesterday this question was considered and I said that the 
rules required some amendments. I have allowed questions to be answei^ 
by a Parliamentary Secretary as I had held that anybody who is authorised 
to answer a question is supposed to be a Minister: for the purpose of 
answering a que^on be is a Minister, Therefore I have allowed it, Uet 
this ooniinue for time being. X w'ill soon eonault the leaders of all^ 
parties and then eioive a rule which will remove this difficulty' 

Or* NALINAKiHA SANYALs 'But, Sir. until such time i« will lie 
^tter for the.. Parliamentary Secretary to refer to the answer in a ditfereni 
namely, for am satisfied’’ he may say ‘Hhe Hon’ble Mliitster iA * 
dWgi ia satisfied”." 
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Tlii Mim’blo Khwaja Sir NAZfMUDOIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
What yon have said is correct, but in»iviy opinion there is no anomaly, for 
when a Parliamentary Secretary replies to a question he is just the same 
as a Minister and this “I” will equally apply to him as well as to me 
because he sees the files and when he answers he has the responsibility 
to do 80 . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL! He does not. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Of course, he does : the 
files are with him. I have not seen the files myself. 1 take this opportunity 
to remove a misapprehension in the minds of the members that a Parlia- 
mentary Secretaiy in answering? (jnestions does not see the files, at all. 
This is absolutely incorrect. All papers which the Parliamentary Secre- 
taries have to deal with in connection with the Leffislature are ffivon to 
them — the complete file: they make <|ueries in connection with the 
answers and get themselves satisfied, and in some cases if there is any 
difficulty they bring it up to the notice of the Minister coneerned. In any 
case files do go to the Parliamentary Secretaries us far as the work in the 
Legislature is eonceriu'd, especially files dealing with questions. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8AMYALS Sir, may we know if tins “1” refers 
to the Parliamentary Secretary and not to the Minister H 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN. If I had answered, it would 
have been myself, but when the Parliamentary Secretary answers the 
question it is the I^irliumentury Secretary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Then, this does not refer, to the 
Minister in charge P 

Mr. 8PEAKER • I see tliere is M(mie anomaly: there is no doubt about 
it. It is desirable that the whole thing should be cleared up and the rules 
amended accordingly. Here '‘I'^ stands in the name of the Hou’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nashnuddin and some body else stands up and answers the question. 
One \rh<# knows nothing about it will think that the person replying is 
Khwaja Hir Nazimu4dtii. (Ijaughter.) There are other difficulties which 
are likely to arise. Therefore we have got to remove all these difficulties 
by suitable amendment of the rules. 1 will try to do that in a short time and 
I hope that amendment will soon take affect. 

8i||iplamefitaria8 to starred quostioii No. 82. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hoo ble Minister be 
pleased to tell under what rules or provisions of the*^3|eourity Prisoners 
Rules ,the letter was withheld? 

Kbbn Dabiditr MOHAMMED ALIl Under fbe si^urity Prisoners 
Buies it is not ^permissible for a prisoner to refer to the condition of any 
other prisoner; therefore, the letter was withheld. 

Mr. jfliHtTHA HATH KUNDU S What is the exael rule? 

8 ' 
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HUm BlIUMivr MOHAMMfD ALit I want notice. 

Mr. NItMITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to (iii) to (r) and 
(b)f 1 beg to state that the Supeiintei^ent made a false atatememt that 
Mr. Eundu was verbally informed. Question No. (a){iii) definitely states 
that 1 was informed oh the 25th January, 1943. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Kundu, I have allowed you to make that state> 
ment, but that does not arise out of the question. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In view of the statement just made by 
my honourable friend, will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability 
of changing the reply P 

Mr. SPEAKER 8 That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALt With reference to the answer given 
by the Parliamentary Secretary to Mr. Kundu that under the Security 
Prisoners Rules reference to any other prisoner in letters is not permissible 
and that the letter is withhelii, may we enquire if it is not possible as in 
the case of a letter addressed to me by Kali Narayan Sanyal the reference 
to other names cofild be deleted and the letter passed on? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In this case it could also have 
been made, had it been a passing reference. If a reference runs through 
a whole page it is not jmssible to delete the whole of it. Therefore, the 
letter was withheld. 

Mr. NIEHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state whether a member of the Legislature when he is detained 
as a security prisoner retains some of the privileges of a member P 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise out of the main question. 

Mr. NIEHITHA NATH KUNDU: This letter was written by 
Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu as u security prisoner and also as a member of 
Ike I^iegislative Assembly. According to the rules members of this House 
raiain some of the privileges even as security prisoners. I wrote a letter 
to the then Government Whip or Parliamentary Secretary — 1 do not 
remember, to whom — and then, Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your question? 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: My question is whether he, being 
a member, retains some of the privileges of a member. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have understood but you have not been able to put 
the question properly. If any privileges have been interfered with, then 
you can put it in the proper way. 

Mr. NIEHITHA NATH KUNDU: I take for granted that privili^ 
t# i^etained. I wanted the reply first whether he is aware that 
Sliyileges are retained by Mm. 
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Mr. tPEAKlR: You wunt to know wlielhar thm i« « prmiegiB and 
tken you want to put another question. This is by way of cross-exainiua* 
tion and it is too remote. 

Mr. mSHITHA NATH KUHDU: WUl the, Hon’ble Minister pleaae 
state whether by withholding a letter of a memW of this House who was 
a security prisoner, the privilege of such a member which is retained has 

been interefered with? 

\ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. 

Mr. 8URENORA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister please 
state whether he will believe me when I say that 1 received similar letters 
from other prisoners regarding a T.B. patient security prisoner 1^ If so, 
win the Hon’ble Minister please state why differential treatment was meted 
out to Mr. Nishitha Nath Kundu with regard to ihia matter P 

' Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Gowrameat is not aware of any 

such differential treatment. 


•33. Maharala SRISCHANDRA NANOY, of Coitimliaiar: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Home Department be pleased to 
stats — 

(1) the total number of casualties — 

(1) Hindus, and 

(2) Muslims, 

as a result of the recent stabbing incidents at Dacca in Juno^ 
1943; 

(it) the reason for this recrudescence of communal troubles there; and 

(tit) the steps taken so far to prevent any recurrence of such communal 
crimes ? 

(b) Is it a fact that the Dacca Riots Enquiry Committee completed its 
report already? 

(c) Do the Government consider the desirability of circulating the report 
to the public as early as ]X)ssible? 

Klum Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on bohalf of tho Hon’bio Khwaja 
•ir Nazhnuddin): (a). 

(») (1) Hindus — 14. 

(2) Muslims—IT. 

(it) The reason has not yet been ascertained. 

(fit) Steps taken so far include ]womulgaiion of an order under 144, 
Oriminal Procedure Code; closing of restaurants and excise shops; tmposb 
Mxm of collective fines ; and posting of armed pickets and Civic Guards. 

(h) Yes. 
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(<?) The report wm made available some moiithg ago as a priced publica- 
tion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer to (a) (it), it is stated that 
the reason has not yet b^en ascertained. Do Government expect that the 
reason will ever be ascertained? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It might be. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: When? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It cannot be .stated when. 

Grant of oompofiaation to mother and step-mother of Manindra Dae^ M 

Tippera. 

•34. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: {a) Will the Hon ble Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any compensation has been given to the mother and step- 
mother of the deceased Manindra Das of village Budhair, police- 
station Burichang, district Tippera, who was shot dead by one 
Fusilier J. Baines at the Maioamati Military Gamp; and 

(u) if so, what amount? 

(b) If no comijen Nation has Wen grantetl^ will the Hon ’ble Minister W 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon’ ble Minister aware that the said Manindra Das was the 
only earning member of the family? 

(d) Do the Government consider the desirability of granting the mother 
and the step-mother a monthly allowance during their life-time in view of 
the abnormal rise in the price of food crops? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’bla Khwaja 
Sir NaximuddNi): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) R8.250. 

(ft) Does not arise. 

(c) I am informed that this is not a fact. 

(d) No. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us on what basis the amount of compensation was determined? 

Khan Bahadur. MOHAMMED ALI: There >vas no basis actually but 
the District Magistrate sanctioned Rs. 250. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us what is the source of information as regards (e) — that it 
is not a fact that the said Manindra Das was the only earning member oi 
the family? ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: District Oiiicer of Goveminent. 
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lir.MiHIRfiNDRA NATH DATTAs Will the Hon’ble Miubter be 
pleased to tell ne who are the other eaniinjt member*# of the family? 

Kllill SlIUMiur MOHAMMED ALIS 1 want notice. 

Mr. OHIRENORA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble MiniMter be 
pleased to tell us if he is prepared to accept my version that there is no 
other earning member of the family? 

Khtn Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is a hypothetical question. 

Mr, NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us if Ils. has been grunted as a lump comiKUisation for 

the person killed? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Yes, it is a lump compensation. 

Stipends to Scheduled Caste students of the Burduran district 

*3S. Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: (a) is the llon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department aware that the Scheduled Caste students 
of the Burdwan district, arc not getting their stipends regularly from the 
Scheduled Caste E<lucation Fund ? 

(b) If the answ’er to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’blo Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’blo Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Babu MADHUSUDAN 8ARKAR: With reference to answer (n)i 
will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state W'hetlier it sometimes happens 
that students do not get their stipends though the year expires? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: No, Sir, that is not my 
information. 

Sri|ut NARENORA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon hie Minister 
please tell us if the students regularly get their stipends? 

The Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN Khanr Yes. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA«II ; fir 

stipendijif ^ 5T?rf^ I 

The Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: HS school students received 
stipends last year. 

Mr. ADWAITA KUMAR MA«II: C¥Pf Wir ? this year or last year? 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The question dmu not refer 
to this year. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He wants to know the time when it was given. 

Tho HonldO Mr. TAMIZUPOIN KHAN: For that 1 want notice. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTTK^iS 
(amwani to which wcro laid on the table) 

Bengal Sifpervielen of Orpfianaga amt Widows’ Homo Bill, ItMB. 


la. Mauivi M. FARHAD RAZA CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon We 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether 
any meetings of the Select Committee of the Bengal Supervision of 
Orphanage and Widows’ Home Bill, 1940, by Begum Farhat Bano Khanam 
have been (called ? 


(b) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reasons therefor P 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of 

(i) expediting the deliberations of the Committee, and 

(u) presenting the report before the expiry of the life of this House? 


wan held on 28th May, 1941. It was not possible to hold subsequent 
meetiuKs mainly because the late Hon’hle Minister for Education, beinf? a 
member of the Upper House, could not be the Chairman of the Committee. 
(r) Tes. 


Cirit’ Mhools with number <rf studente. 

10. Mwlvi IDRIS AHMED MIA: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the names of the recognised — 

(1) girls’ high schools, and 

(2) girls’ middle English schools, 

with their addresses at present existing in each district; 

(ii) the total number of — 

(1) Muslim girls, 

(2) Caste Hindu girls, 

(3) Scheduled Caste girls, 

(4) Christian girls, and 

(6) girls belonging to other caste or creed reading in the above 
schools; and 

(Hi) the number of them that passed the Middle English and the Matri- 
culation Examinations from the schools referred to in (t) ha the 
year 1940? 

Tlli HoB’blt Ufa *TAiilZIIODIN KHAN* A statement fumishiiig the*^ 
fetjuired particulars is laid on the library Tablp. 
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Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: With retereace to (i‘)(l) and (2), will 
the Hon’We Minister be pleased to stale how many of the girls’ high 
schools and girls’ middle English schools are granted Government aid and 
how many are notP 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN Khen: This question only asks for 
statistics. It is difficult to say about Government aid in a question 
like this. 

Appoiffitment of meohanioe in the Ahsenullah Sohool of Engineeringi Deooe. 

20. Mr. DHANANJOY ROY; (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the E<lucation Department be pleuseil to state — 

(i) the number of mechanics that have been appointed during the last 

5 years in the workshop of the Absanullah S(ihool of Engineer- 
ing, Dacca; 

(ii) the numl)er of them that arc* — 

(1) Muslims; 

(2) Caste Hindus; and 
(8) Scheduled Castes; and 

(ill) whether (>)mmunul Ratio Rules were olwerved in making the apjwint- 
ment ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (tti) is in the negative, will the llou’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason therefor ? 

The Hon’hio Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) ({) 15. 

(n) (1) 13 Muslims, 

(2) 1 Caste Hindu, and 

(3) 1 Scheduled Caste. 

(tir) No. 

(b) The Principal has been instructed to follow the rules in future and 
to adjust the disparity when filling up future vacancies. 

Dearness allowance to low-patil Covemment servants. 

21. Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Finance Department be pleased to consider the desirability of payipg 
in proportion to the rise in the (xjst of living, dearness allowance to the low* 
paid employees of Government and at the rate in which the railwaymen aiv 
being pfdd? 

MINISTER in eli«is» of the FINANCE DEPARTMENT (Hit Hon’Mi 
Mr. Tiilsi diamlira Cotwami): At this dale I am not prepared to consider 
^changing the form in which the dearness concessions sanctioned by this 
Government have been granted. 
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Tht Btfigal Agricultural InocmMax Bill, 1M8. 

The Hcn’blc Mr. TULSi CHANDRA C08WAMI: Mr. Speaker, I beg 
to move that the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 1943, be referred to 
a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Maulvi Abdul Latif Biswas, u.l.a., 

(2) Maulvi Abul Hashim, m.l.a., 

(3) Bari Emdadul Haque, m.l.a., 

(4) Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz, m.l.a., 

(5) Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha, m.l.a., 

(6) the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.b.e., m.l.a., 

(7) Maharajadhiraja Uday Chand Mahtab Bahadur, m.l.a., of Burdwan, 

(8) llai Hareiulra Nath Chaudhuri, m.l.a., 

(9) Mr. Shahedali, m.l.a., 

(10) Mr. C. W. Miles, m.l.a., 

(11) Mr. H. R. Hodge, m.l.a., 

(12) Babu Shyama Prosad Barman, m.l.a., 

(13) Babu Eshetra Nath Singha, m.l.a., and 

(14) myself, 

with instructions to submit their report by the 20th November, 1943, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

Sir, in ordinary cirrumstances, whether in office or in opposition, 1 
would not have cuunteuanoed rushing a measure of this kind through the 
liCgislaiure. (Maulvi Amt Hossaih Saukau: Is it then under compul- 
sion H) It is under extraordinary circumstances that the progress of a Bill 
which may legitimately be considered controversial by some people has got 
to be speeded up this session. As I have told you, our budget deficit for 

the extent of over Rs. 14 crores at the end of the financial year. Now, 
Sir, many responsible people bold that since the entry of Japan into 
the war, conditions in this province have been so abnormal and have thrown 
on us a burden so completely beyond the resources of the province— eo 
completely beyond the resources placed at the disposal of the Government 
of Bengal by the Niemeyer Award — that we can legitimately look to the 
Centre for assistance by way of an outright subvention. Sir, I should 
like to $ay that I personally share that view, and I may give you tbii 
Msurance that I shall spare no pains to press that view at the appropriate 
time. The deficit for the current year is about 7 cnires and a half. And 
I have also asked you to remember that we are likely to be indebted to the 
Ooverninent of India fo the extent of 14 crores at the end of the year. 
But in the meantime we have to fall back on out* own resourcee to 
fill the gap as far as possible by our own efforts. 1 regret very much that 
I hate to introduce taxation measure at this time ; but let us also remember. 
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that stt;9]^siug the Government of India were to make a aubvention equal 
to half of our debt, even then, the proceeds of the tax. the agricultural 
income-tax, should, I think, according to my calculation, be required 
perhaps for 20 years to pay off the remainder. The fact is that we have 
to tap our resources. 

There is a considerable concensus of opinion in favour of an agri- 
cultural income-tax. Almost all our Indian economists support the imposi- 
tion of an agricultural income-tax and regard it as equitable. Then let us 
take the Indian Taxation Committee of 1924-25. Tliey recommended by 
a majority the imposition of an agricultural income-tax; and lastly, the 
Floud Commission also recommended the imposition of income-tax on 
agricultural incomes. (Mr. Sirendha Nath Biswas: An ad interim 
measure.) Sir, I quite realise that what the Floud ('ominis.sion had in 
mind was that the proceeds of the tax should he devoted to the develop- 
ment of agriculture. In other words, the agricultural income-tax would 
in that case be a kind of compulsory investment. But situati'd as we are 
today and as we are likely t<i he for some time t(» come, it wcnild be 
impossible to earmark the proceeds of the agricultural income-tax for a 
particular purpose. The times are abnormal. We want money to save 
the nation and we cannot pnx'eed on lines which are ordinarily recommend- 
ed to us by the canons of taxation. 

Sir, there are some other matters I uould like to refer to in this connec- 
tion. The que.stioii is: Is it just to levy income-tax on agricultural 
incomes y Wo have. Sir, the decision of the Privy Council in Raja 
Prahhat Chandra Burua’s case where their lA)rdsbipH of the Privy Council 
said that they wore unable to find in the Ueguliition, that is to say, 
Regulation I of 1793, any statement or assurance that a zemindar will 
never he liable to taxation in respect of the income derived Irom the 
zemindari. Secondly, Sir, two provinces, under (’ongress administration, 
imposed agricultural income-tax — Bihar and Assam. And with regawl to 
the imposition of agricultural in<‘ome-tax in Bihar 1 have before me Jhalak 
Prosad’s case in which it was decided that the Agricultural Income-tax Act 
of Bihar was not ultra of the liegislature (»f Bihar. Sir, agricultural 
income was not exempted from the general income-tax which was imposed 
in 18()0 and we have the opinion, which is recorded, of the then Maharaja 
Bahadur of Burdw'an.in support of an income-tax uu agricultural income. 

I have. Sir, to finish my speecli in a fcw'^ minute.^, because we have very 
little time today. I shall not go into the quf^stion of infringement of 
Permanent Settlement. I have always felt that there wm no such sanctity 
about the Permanent Settlement as would pretdude us from overrhiiiig„ it 
when the general interests of the country demanded that one should do 
so. Sir, I do not accept Machiavelli’s maxim: “The promise given 
was a necessity of the past, the word broken is a necessity of the present*'. 
But I do feel that the growing intricacy of our financial and social problems 
Jhave brought many new factors into the picture necessitating elasticity of 
public revenue and expenditure. However galling the agricultural income- 
tax may be to the landholding community, I hope in the interests of the 
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pfoiiaoe ai a whole, thie Houee will support my motion for reference of 
this Bill to a Select Committee. I know there may be impei^fections in 
the drafting of the Bill. Those imperfections can be cured in the Select 
Committee. Therefore, at this stage I jhall be very brief in my observa- 
tions. I have niy eye on the clock, Sir, just as you have yours, and I shall 
not detain the House any longer at this stage. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before 1 call on the amendments on the agenda I 
think it may be possible with your co-operation to economise time. I find 
that there are as many as 10 amendments for circulation. It would be 
better if one of the motions V)e moved and a few speeches made by selected 
representatives of different groups. If you agree I woHld.«.ijiyi(jle this 
motion into two parts. The first wiJLJ^g.Jhat tha JSiUJ^ for 

the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon leaving out the time. If this is 
rejected it would not be necessary to put the other part about time. I 
think (hat that wfmU..nW. desirable. * 

Rii HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: That is the practice of the 
House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case who should speak first? Hr. Sanyal’s 
name stands first. If you agree he may speak first. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: I am at*your command. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may speak. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the Bill be 
circulated for the purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon by the ?Ust 
July, 1944. 

Sir, when the whole country has been looking forward to measures of 
•melioration particularly in view of the serious situation created through 
shortage' of food and essentials of life the Hon'ble Minister in charge of 
Finance, high finance I should say, has given us a surprise in the form of 
a fresh measure of taxation and this surprise has quickly followed in the 
wake of a still greater surprise, for which full credit must be given to 
him with his tradition, that the Province of Bengal has been thrown into 
a deficit of about Rs. 7J crores in the course of (wo short years. 

We, on this side of the House, are prepared to admit (hat so far as the 
general principle of taxation on agricultural income goes the Congress is 
not against such a measure. But, Sir, the Congress demands and has 
always demanded that whenever there will be a propt>sal for taxation it 
must go hand in hand with proper representation. What is the situation 
in the country todaj’? The Congress is in prison. The leaders of the 
Congress who alone could deliver the goods and who alone could effectively 
tak« the people of the country with them for not only the liberation of tbe 
country but also for solving the many ailments from which we are suffering 
•re not permitted to have their freedom. Those who are representing 

Mf« A« .P. STARK: On a point of order, Sir. Is this relevant to the ^ 
WOiion for <dfculAtioii~^the release of the Congress leadeors? 
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Mr* SPEAKER* 1 have not listened to the speech carefully. 

Dr. NAllNAKSHA 8ANYAL'! I am repeating what I said and with 
the fullest sense of responsibility that 1 do not consider the present 
measure opportune at a moment when the Congress leaders have been 
clapped in prison and when it is not possible for them to take the country 
with them to the goal of freedom. Sir, the name of the Omgress has been 
invoked by the Hon’ hie Minister in charge, an erstwdiile devotee, w'ho is 
now traitorously holding the patronage of the Muslim League Party. 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDiN: Sir. is the word 
“traitorously’’ used by Dr. Sanyal parliamentary 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, I have not reiltH'ted on the person. 
I used it in the adverbial sense. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it strikes one no doubt to he unpleasant, huf 
1 doubt very much whether the expression is unparliamentary. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja SHAHABUDDIN: As long us we know 

that it is parliamentary it is all right because w’e cun also use it. . 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Yes, use it aganst a traitor. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL. What I wanted to emphasise is this 
that it ill-behoves somelxwly whose powder, position and privilege are 
entirely due to unholy methods to invoke the sacred name of the Congress 
to introduce a measure of taction at this hour. The present time is 
extremely inopportune for a measure like this not merely because the 
country is .suffering terribly through shortage of food and through 
economic distress hut also because — iiere I speak with some sense of respons* 
ibility as a humble student of Economics — (he agricultural income of the 
rentier class, who are most likely to he affected by this measure, js 
absolutely inelastic and it w'ould not he equitable to tux a section of the 
people, how’ever justitied the measure may be in uonnai limes, at a time 
like this wlieu (heir income has remained absolutely inelastic. Sir, this 
measure of taxation has also gone with the threat that there will be an 
enhanced taxation on sales shortly in this province. We on this side of 
the House would like to lodge our emphatic protest against the manner of 
burdening the people wdth increosefi taxation over and over again in very 
many different directions. 

Two reasons have been adduced for introducing this tax at this time. 
The one is that (Jovemnieiit needs funds and the other is that Hovemment 
finds it equitable to tax agricultural income. On a careful scrutiny both 
these grounds seem to be absolutely without prosier foundation. Bo far 
as the needs of the province are concerned it is perfectly well known that 
the soaring e!kpenses of this province have been solely and largely due to 
war conditions and that lieing the position it is only fair that either the 
^United Nations as a whole or at least the Government of India who have 
taken upon themselves the responsibility of dragging India into this war 
^ould bear the entire financial liability for making Bengal one of the 
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ptiiK^pal theatres of war. If the resources required had been for any 
nation-building purpose or purposes there could be some slight justifica> 
tion for coming to this House for additional resources. But we find that 
whatever money we could collect from ffhe overburdened people of this 
province goes to a bottomless pit, a pit that probably is never to be filled 
pnd that pit today has swallowed enough to create a deficit of 
Rs. 7,36,00,000 in this province in one or two years. 

We submit that the necessary resources under the present war condi- 
tions created through the war must come from the Centre, and this is all 
the more justifiable because the Centre has deprived the province shortly 
after the declaration of the war of the legitimate dues that the province 
should expect from a share of the income-tax as decided in the award of 
Sir Otto Niemeyer. When the Centre has increased the resources of the 
Central Government by depriving this province of her legitimate dues, it 
is only fair that the Centre should bear the entire burden of the war. 

So far as the other reason is concerned, namely, the equity of the taxa- 
tion, I have already indicated that, however equitable this tax might be, 
and I do agree with the Hon’ble Miinster in charge that Indian Economists 
throughout India had in the past expressed themselves, accepting the 
equity of this method of taxation, 1 submit that the present time completely 
changes the picture and it no longer remains equitable to tax one section 
of the population with inelastic incomes while others are making enormous 
profits in different other directions. 

Sir, I submit most respectfully that a controversial measure of this 
character should not have been introduced at this time in the province. 

I had some infownatinn about it that, a few months ago, when this ques- 
tion was mised before the Finance Member of the Government of India by 
the then Hon’ble Minister in charge, I believe, the then diief Minister of 
Bengal, when this question was discussed at Delhi, the Central Finance 
Department did appreciate the inopportune character of the time for the 
introduction of this measure. It is nothing new. This identical Bill was 
puhlished in September, 1941, and since then it had been attempted to be 
fevived from tiiuc to time but every time it w^as felt that it would be 
extremely iinwise to pursue a measure of this character at this critical 
time. May we know if ’ the HoiFhle Minister in charge today finds that 
the position has improved .so far us the economic condition of the country 
is concerned F If it has changed at all it must inevitably have changed 
for the worse, and that is a further justification for not pursuing this 
matter further. So far ns our party is concerned, we desire to have the 
measure postponed for eliciting public opinion till the end of July, 1944, 
and I do hope that by that time something will happen to enable ua to 
kno# the condition that we will be thrown into thereafter and I respect- 
fully submit, Sir, that before we know that there is a distinct ray of 
bright^ light On the horison, such a measure of taxation should not be 
procee^sd> witbv This is not the time, Sir, to enter into the merit of the 
bbuMMi of the Bill, but if it is possible we shall deal with them at a later ^ 
Broadly speaking, I may be permitted to point out that the BiR, 



ill 


IMS.] OOTEENJUENT BILL, 

as draHipA at the present moment, is in many respects more stringent and 
different from the Bihar and Assam Agricuitural Inc>ome>tax Acts, mention 
of whieh hhs been made. It does not make any provision to guard against 
the fragmentation of holdings into uneconomic units. Further, Sir, with 
regard to one class of privileged agriculturists, namely, the tea planters, 
particularly the European planters, some milk sop has been sought to be 
provided by permitting them exemptions under certain conditions and also 
refunds, as Rai Harendra Nath (.'haudhiiri points out. I also mean refunds 
when I talk of exemptions and it is surprising tlia< a large part of the 
taxable source should tlius be sought to he gh'en a sptHiial privilege. I do 
not know if that has been devised to trap the European party to accept this 
taxation measure. I warn them that if today tliey get trapped into that 
position there will be uolbing tomorrow to remove that little exemption 
and have full taxation impo.Hed on the entire tea industry. And I trust 
that will come. 

Sir, I submit that a controversial measure of this character may yet be 
postponed and Beiijral may be savinl from another grttaning of taxation. 
We demand that taxation should be permitted only when (here is normal 
functioning of (jovernment and we do not trust the present (Government 
which is merely functioning as hcnclimen of the Bureaucracy to be put in 
possession of furtlier funds to enable the Bureaucracy to spend such funds 
in any way they like. We might concede taxation only when we have full 
authority to handle our funds in our own way, not otherwise. 

Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDYi of Cossimbaiar: Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, this Bill is another instance of the visiouless and unsympathetic 
fashion in which this Government approaches the currant problems, an I 
frames its policy. When the food crisis is staring us grimly in the face 
and the (joveniment has miserably failed to take up adequate measures to 
cope with the same, it still raises another issue by introducing the Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill. I cannot understand what mighty reasons have 
induced this Government to bring forward a measure which i» not only 
highly controversial historically, but also extremely complicated in respect 
of its ultimate effect on the economy of this province. 

In support of this measure, Sir, the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
laconically observes that this Bill is equitable and that it is necessary in the 
interest of general revenues. This authoritative assertion without logic or 
argument is altogether unconvincing, and is moreover out of tune with the 
democratic ways of thinking. There has been an abnormal increase in the 
expenditure of Government no doubt. We know, Sir, that this is 
predominantly due to the existence of the war economy and the uliimat# 
responsibility for this increase in expenditure lies with the Government 
of India, AYe have not been told, Sir, whether this Government has 
represented to the Central Government in this matter, urginig that a good 
share of the burden of this emergency expenditure should be borne by 
' AR-India, Bengal being made the main base of war operations, both 
offensive and defensive against Japanese menace. 
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Sir, eomifig to tko genora] principles of the Bill, 1 shall not raise the 
of past pledges, or eren the legal or moral issn^ involTed in 
tapping this particular source of revenue in Bengal. For the present, I 
shall confine myself to the questions of ^equity and expediency, involved in 
^is particular measure. This is a direct tax, and it is an ordinary canon 
of all direct taxes that it must look into the principle of ability of the 
assessees and must ensure the sound canon of equal sacrifice. Has the 
ability to pay increased so far as the Bengal agricultural interests are 
concerned? Ooverninent seems to argue that the income of the landowners 
has increased owing to the high prices prevailing at the time and the general 
inflationary tendency of all prices including agricultural products. Infla- 
tion is no doubt there, but there is also much hardship which has come 
in the trail of an ill-conceived and unplanned currency policy. Has the 
Government paused to consider and assess properly the disastrous effects 
that have been produced on all fixed incomes, including those agricultural 
interests whose incomes have been more or less fixed and liave moreover no 
means of increasing? The landlords are statutorily forbidden to increase 
rent because of enhanced prices of agricultural products. They have more- 
over been struck by the high cost of living and they have to pay more an 
expenses of collection because the establisbnaent and other incidental 
(diarges have increased. The surplus income of the agricultural interests 
covered by this taxation measure is a myth, and what they need is some 
sort of relief from the heavy burdens imposed on them by the disastrous 
inflationary policy adopted by the Government. Moreover the difficulties 
of the landlords have increased within recent years as a result of the no-rent 
mentality of the tenants, non -realisation of rents, arrears of rents, and 
difficulties of realisation of tresses including the quota payable by raiyaU. 
It is a sad reflection on past policy of the Government that it did not 
introduce any suitable measures to help the landlords in the solution of 
their difficulties. Besides the natural calamities like flood and drought are 
there. The landlords require relief and help from the Government but in 
stead, this Government has presented them with a further prospect of 
adding to their burden ! 

Take then the sound canon of equal sacrifice. The Indian Taxation 
Enquiry Committee of 1924-25 made a brief estimate of the tax burdens on 
landowners as compared with other incomes including that of commerce and 
industry . It found that land revenue or rent and cesses taken together 
range roughly between 25 and 50 per cent, on the rentals, that is, 4 annas to 
8 annas in the rupee. Besides these are fixed charges irrespective of the 
actual receipts. In the case of income-tax (which covers the incomes of all 
persons other than landowners) this rate scales from 9 pies to 30 pies plus 
super-tax beyond Ks. 25,000. It is needless to go into the details, but thiii 
ilhistratiou will at once show that there is already a wide disparity of tax 
burdens as between the agricultural and non-agrieulturai interests. The 
controversy whether land revenue is a tax or rent need not be raised, as 
Hiis is at best a legal quibble and a tax is a tax wbetber you take it in the ^ 
name of revenue or any oGier name. 
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TfefMt t!i«re is tlie question wkether tli« proceeds that ere going to 
be realised from this levy on agricultural incomes is going to he spent for 
the interests of agriculture. This is very relevant in the case of a direct 
tax, where all sound canons of taxation indicate that a relation of quid pru 
quo should be maintained as far as practicable. Unless this is maintained, 
the discrimination that is already involved in this measure will be more 
pointed and invidious. Has the Government given any undertaking that 
the proceeds of agricultural income-tax will be solely or at all utilised for 
the improvement of agriculture^ Here again there is no satisfactory answer. 
In the Statement of Objects and Heasous, the Government simply points out 
that ‘‘additional revenue is urgently needed’’. This is indeed a braaen-faoed 
manner of asking for funds from the representatives of the people. 

This being the nature of this taxation proposal, the iniquitous nature 
of the same will be more obvious if we take into view the particular clast or 
classes in Bengal which will be affec^ted. A comparative estimate of the 
position as compared w'ith Bihar and Assam will bring out the position in 
Bengal into more prominent relief. In Assam this tax is being paid by 
some 600 persons of whom some 500 are proprietors of tea gardens and about 
100 are landlords. In Bihar, the tax was imposed on incomes above 
Rs. 5,000 and the bulk of the tax was paid by some 1,154 assessees. It will 
be seen that both these measures aimed at limiting its operation to as few 
as^ possible, and though this fact itself does not alter the iniquitous nature 
of the proposal itself, yet the aim of these Governments had been U) reduce 
the disturbance to the economy of the country to the minimum possible 
limit. We should also remember that these were introduced in compara- 
tively normal times, and certainly not in a time of wide distress. It should 
also be remembered that there is no education cess either in Bihar or Assam. 
Here in Bengal we have been treated with a Bill which seems to have no 
redeeming feature. In Bengal apart from the bigger landlords, there Is au 
innumerable growth of tenure-holders, a factor wdiich is not present either 
in Bihar or in Assam in a considerable manner. The taxable limit being 
Rs. 2,000, the tax on agricultural incomes in Bengal will include a very 
large number of assessees which will bring wdtbin its scope not only the 
bigger landlords but also host of the landowners wdio constitute the “middle 
classes of Bengal”. As w*e have already seen, this ela.ss has been worst hit 
by the inflationary tendencies of the war-time price-level in India. Apart 
from the question of* widespread hardship w'hieh is likely to be eaused by 
this measure, there is moreover the question whether the yield of this tax 
will be such as is worth while for the risk and inconvenience. Considering 
the wide dispersion of agricultural incomes among the tenure-holders, the 
estimated receipts will certainly not be high. On the other band, we have 
the prospect of the economic extinction of the middle classes who form the 
backbone of our country. 

Sir, I therefore submit that ibis proposal of a levy on agrieultural 
incomes in Bengal is not only iniquitable and highly dtsertminniory, but 
that it has also the dangerons prospect of ondermiiiing the very lonadaiiiin 
on which onr economic order depends. It was in 1926 that ^ ladian 
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(Enquiry Committee pointed out that 'Hhere are adaunietrative 
and political objections to the removal of the exemption at the present 
time”. If it was true twenty years ago, the argument certainly gains an 
added importance today when we are threatened with the dangers inherent 
in a war economy. Considering the seriousness of the present situation t/e 
can legitimately feel that this Government has absolutely no husiness to 
raise this controversy during war time. 

We are a minority in this House having only five representatives in a 
House of 250 and we depend entirely on the good sense of my friends to 
give us a just and fair deal. The Government has signally failed in 
handling the food situation ; and when it comes forward with still another 
controversial proposal, this simply shows how lightly it views its responsibi- 
lities ^to the people and to the vital necessity of concentrating all our 
energies towards the successful prosecution of the war. With these words 
1 support the motion for circulation. 


Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I support the motion for 
circulation which has been moved on behalf of the official Congress Party. 
On behalf of our party there is also :® motion tabled in the name of Rai 
Harendra Nath Cliaudhuri. 

Sir, it is with considerable surprise that 1 find that the present Goverii- 
inent have decided to introduce the BengaJ^ Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 
The reasons which w^ere put forward by tlipc Hon’hle Finance Minister for 
taking such a step is, I understand, ifiaiitly this, namely, that it is the 
Government oi India who are pressing the Government of Bengal to take 
up this measure at the present juncture. I find, Sir, on a reference to the 
Hon'ble Finance Minister’s budget statement at t)age 9 that it is stated; 
“It remains for me to give some indication of the measures I propose for 
reducing the startling gap between our expenditure and our revenue. 
Tomorrow I shall beg leave to introduce and move for reference to a 
Select Committee a Bill to impose an income-tax on agricultural incomes. 

I need not make a secret of Government’s decision to introduce later in the 
year a Bill to enhance the sales tax.” When I read this passage in the 
Hon'ble Finance Minister’s statement, it at once brought back to my mind 
t|b^ financial situation which was in existence in this province as far back 
as January, 19^. Now, Sir, at that stage the Government of India were 
insisting that the Government of Bengal should take some steps for the 
purpose of enhancing their revenues by introducing fresh taxation in this 
province. In fact, if I am not disclosing a Cabinet secret, the Bengal 
Cabinet actually came to a decision that the sales tax should be ex^hanced* 
almost doubled, with regard to some selected articles and that decision had 
been, solemnly recorded by the Bengal Cabinet, but at the same time, at the 
instance of some memWrs of the Cabinet, it was decided not to give effect 
to that decision unless and until the Government of India were approached 
and negotiations reopened with them, so that no fresh taxation need have 
to be imposed upon this province. As a result of that, the Government 
deputed me along with the Finance Secretary to have discusniona with the'^ 
Fimenoe llegiber of the Government of India in Delhi. It was in the last 
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week ol January that I had the advantage of meeting the Finance Member 
ill, cam{iaiiy with the Finance Secretary of the Government of Bengal. 1 
tike this opportunity of stating categorically before this House that these 
questions with regard to the introduction of an Agricultural Incorae-tajt 
Bill and enhancement of the sales tax were definitely discussed by thtS 
Finance Member, and the Government of India through the Finance 
Member actually gave an assurance to the Governuieiit of Bengal that these 
questions need not be brought forward now in thest‘ times of emergency and 
that the Government of India would “see us through”. That was exactly 
the language which wa^ used. As regards the Ways and Means Advance 
to the extent of Its. crore.^ which fell due on the dOth dune last, they 
actually agreed (hat no pa.Muent need he ma<le then and that payment 
might he deferred till the end of the current year. In fact, the (jneation 
of agricultural income-tax was raised, discussed and was definitely 
abandoned; so also the question of enhancement of sales lax. Today 1 find 
that the Hon*hle Finance Minister has come forward with this Hill and his 
only justification seenl^ (o be thi-^ that it is tlie Government of India who 
are insisting. I do iiot know how to cliuraeterise this declaration on the 
part of the Hon hie Finance Minister, it is a confession of a most weak 
and meek surrender on the part ol thi" Government. Sir, my synipatliiv 
with the jiresent Finance Minister is wholehearted that he should liave been 
made the scapegoat tor this weak-kneed surrender. I fully sympathise with 
his position. He iiad to swuIIo’n^ this pill in 'lileiice. 1 am perfectly sure 
that he had to ae< ep1 this position because of the policy which has bc»en 
accepted and udopteil In the present Government, namely, “never say no to 
anything wliieh conle^ troin higher authorities” in order to keep their 
position and power, f sulmiit, Sir, that the it<*iiis wliieh have been set out 
at page of tlie Finance Minister's stulemeiit would go to show' that eacli 
and every item of this Ailvance and Loan from the GovernnoMit of India 
refers to war expenditure in this l*rovinee. It i.*» (‘ertainl> not due Ui any 
activity on the pari of (his Government wdifch is of a nation-building 
character, w’hich is of a purely provincial character or which does not ow'e 
its origin to war expenditure out and out of the mo.st jialpahle character, 
it is vrar ex))enditure necessitated bv the war situation and has nothing to 
do with provincial expenditure, and for which the Government of Indfa 
ought to take up the entire responsibility and the entire harden. What in 
BOW proposed to 1>€ dope is that a good jwrtion of it is sought to be thrown 
on the shoulders of Bengal. The Finance Minister has actually stated in 
his statement, “No revenue can In* expectecl from an agricultural income- 
lax till 1944-45 and it may not be possible to pass the legislation uecesaary 
to enhance our sales tax in time to afford any relief during the current 
financial year." Even a fringe of thiM huge gap between revenue and 
expenditure, to which reference ha** been made, is not going to be touched 
in the slightest degree by passing (his Agricultural Income-tax Bill and it 
will have no effect what*M»f*ver (oi the lialancing of budget this year or even 
in the coming year, fn the circumstances, to bring forward on the fioor of 
Mte House totlay such a revolutionarN measure in spite of the appalling food 
ediuaiion in the Province is possible only for this Goverumehf which has 
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ImI aB shame in the situation which has been created in the Province 
todajr. Sir, I am surprised that such a revolutionary measure should be 
sent to the Select Committee without even caring to consult public opinion. 
It can only be possible for this Governinent and for no other Gbvemmeni 
having the slightest sense of responsibility. I say, Sir, that if thjs Gtovem^ 
ment ol India have resumed their pressure upon the Bengal Government, 
instead of surrendering to them in such a weak and humble fashion Govern* 
ment ought to have come before this House and said : “This is the position 
*~Govemment of India are going back on all the previous promises given 
to the last Government with regard to expenditure which has been incurred 
on account of the war.’* I say, Sir, that this Government ought to have 
taken their stand firmly and definitely upon the assurances which had 
already been given — assurances of a far-reaching character, assurances upoo 
which there could be no going back. Instead of doing that, they are 
flinging this Bill on the head of the Province without the slightest attempt 
to consult public opinion. 

Sir, I support the^tnotion for circulation. 

Mr. M. ROWAN HOPCEs Mr. Speaker, Sir, I desire to oppose the 
motion for circulation of this Bill and with your leave, Sir, to move my 
motion 

Mr. SPEAKER: You need not move your iiiotiou now, hut you can 

speak on it. Y%u can move your motion suWqueutly. 
r 

Mr. H. ROWAN HODGE: Very well, Sir. 

That there is need to raise additional finance fdr thin Province there c.an 
be uo doubt and agricultural income-tax is u provincial source of revenue. It 
follows therefore that the principle, and I emphasize the worti principle, of 
an agricultural iucome-tax in this Province deserves 8up|K>rt. 

We, upon thee# Jlenches,^ therefore, are prepared to support a Bill to 
levy agricultural income-tax, provided the form of the Hill is reasonable. 

>/ Witat is reasonable depends upon the standard by which the Bill is 
judged. There are, in various par^s of the world, a variety of different 
si^emes of income-tax. An examination of the Bill, which was first intro- 
duoed into this House in 1041, reveals that the scheme of taxation adopted 
is similar to that found in other provinces and based upon the Centra! 
Indian Income-tax Acts; at any rate as regards the scheme of tax collection 
and the powers of the income-tax department. This is particularly notice- 
able regarding the method of charging the tax according to the individnaP-s 
income and the machinery for collection of tax by direct assessment 
and at source. 

In this respect the Bill adopts similar principles to those which are 
found >n the Bihar Agricultural Income-Tax Act and the Assam Agricul- 
tural Income-Tax Act. The party in power in this House in 1941 may, 
in fact, be congratulated upon having produced a more effective mud a moi^ 
irational measure than the Governments of either of those provinces. And 
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^ Government may be congratulatetl for introducing the lueaeure 

in the flkvte form. The Bill is, however, by no means free from defats. 

A» time 18 short, I propose to speak generally upon some of the principal 
defects in the Bill it«elf. First of all the important definition of “airricul- 
tnral income” in the Bill is so framed that it seeks to include a conception 
of a field of taxation out^iide thd province 

Rai NARENORA MATH CHAUOHURi: Refer to <lau^e 4 

Hr, He ROWAN HODGE: I am aware of that and I know that 
Government may answer me by saying that clause 4 of the Bill only charges 
^ricultural income in Bengal. But. Sir, if that is so then why introduce 
in the definition wider possibilities.’' In addition, the Bill charges income 
from buildings used in connection with agriculture, a purely fictitious or 
imagina^ income which the tax-payer never receives. A serious question 
arises with regard to the collection charges. The Bill seeks to charge the 
tax on agricultural income realised and when it comes to the collection 
charges an arbitrary percentage is fixed with the result that the tax-payer 
is paying again on an imaginary income which may or may n(»t have a 
direct bearing on the actual income. 

In addition, there is the "important question of refunds lo rupet* 
companies and firms. The Bill oply allows them refunds at reduced rales. 
This brings me to a very important (question concerning sterling companies 
and sterling shares. I wa.s surprised to see in the press ^e report of a 
speech made by Mr. Xalini Kanjan Sarker last Suiiduy to tite ^ofiect that 
this Bin gives preferential treatment to sterling companies. He lian .stated 
that the sterling companies have been let off >vhile the rupee (*omjmnies are 
being taxed. Now, Sir, let us examine the truth of this statement. The 
sterling tea companies always have had to pay income-tax on their 
agricultural income. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUOHURI: < lau.se 4H. 

Mr. H. ROWAN HODGE: 1 am coming to that. 

(At this stage the red lamp was lit.) 

Sir, I hope, I may In* allowed a minute or two more us mine is the only " 
speech from these benches. I have only a few more words ff> say. 

The aterling tea companies have always ha<l to pay income-tax on their 
agricultural income. Today they are paying the ecjuivaleut of eight annaf 
in the rupee as income-tax on their agricultural income, apart from es^cest 
profits tax and sur tax. The effect of the Bengal tax is that they have, in 
addition to that, to pay a tax of two annas six pies. The Bengal Govern* 
mmit will give up nothing under this Bill. The sterling tea conipanie* 
having paid lO^annaa 6 pies will get a reduction from the United Kingdom 
Treasury of 2 annas f> pies from their United Kingdom income-tax and stilt 
have to pay eight annas. They get nothing from the Bengal Government. 

i have been referred lo clause 48. What does clause 48 sayP It says 
that if the companies can obtain a refund from the United Kingdmn 
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Treasury then when the Bengal rate i» raised to more than 4 annas thaj 
ean tome to Bengal for that excess; which is a very different matter. 1 
doii’l think any honourable member seriously contemplates the Bengal rate 
of agricultural income-tax exceeding four annas in the rupee. 

From what I have said I think it is apparent that there are controversial 
issues in this Bill. At the same time we support the principle of the tax 
'rherefore, Sir, I oppose the amendments for circulation because the Bill hat 
already been }>efore the public ever since 1941 . But with your leave I wisl 
fo move my amendment No. 18. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That w'ill come later on. 

Mr. H. ROWAN HODGE: As you please, Sir. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMAD: Sir, the Bill under discussion is i 
very important measure, but the time selected is very inopportune am 
unfortunate. Sir, we are in a peculiar position. The Krishak Proji 
l*urty stunds for the abolition of the Permanent Settlement. As has beer 
stated by the llon’ble Finance Minister, there was u provision for an agri 
( ultural incoine-taic in the Floud Commission’s Report. But, Sir, it w^a 
slated therein tlu\t that would be an ad interim measure before the abolitioi 
of the Permanent Settlement comes into force, and the income derivec 
therefrom should be spent for agricultural improvement. But, Sir, tin 
Hon’ble Finance Minister has practically stated that he is going to ib 
neither. TInfortunatel> we agree with the principle of the measure Wi 
are not taking part in toda\ s voting either for circulation or for i’eferenci 
io a Select (committee. We have sent our representatives to the Selec 
(bimmittee. Our representatives will try to safeguard the interests of thi 
bonn fide peasants. As has been stated, the income that will be taxed mus 
be ovei Us, 50,090. The limit should be lower. If that is not decided 
after the Bill comes out of the Select Committee, our party will decide it 
final course of action. Whether we shall have to fight the Bill tooth an( 
nail will depend on the form in w’hich the Bill emerges from the Selec 
Coniipitiee. Our final course of action will be decided then. 

With these few words. 1 beg to state that our party will not take par 
ill today’s voting either for the circulation motion or for referem^e to thi 
Select ('ommittee. 

Mthamjadhinija UDAY OHAND MAHATAB Bahadur, of Bunhoaiii 

Eve> since 1793 w^e have been accustomed to the violations of pledges givei 
tt) the lemiiidars not only by the Court of Directors but also in thi 
QuefUi’.H Proclamation. Hence subsequent anti-landlonl measures and j 
hurried introduction of this Bill are not at all surprising to me. Althougl 
promises were made by the present Ministry when coming into power tha 
they would not introduce any controversial and anti-hindlonl legislatiot 
during the duration of the war, we have found to our cost how much thes< 
pledges and promises are worth. They are inerel\ a means to gain powe 
and w^heu such power is gained it is very easy to wriggle out of sucl 
•aanranoos. Anyhow, Sir, this is not the time and place to quibble ove 
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these mutters. I understand that the object of introducing the Bill in lo 
try and meet the deficit of the Bengal Government which amounts to ab<r,M 
Rs. 7 crores 36 lakhs and I also understand that although the Bengal 
Ministers did not immediately want to introduce this Bill, they had to do 
so due to pressure from' the Centre. I do not know how far thij^ is true. 
But it is rather surprising that the Central Government should be in a 
position to dictate to a Provincial Government us to what are the wavs and 
means of repaying their loans. From the figures in my possession, i find 
that probably the total amount realisable by the introduction of tlii^ 
measure will not be more than lU. 30 lakhs, whereas the Hon’ble the 
Finance Minister has just now stated that probably our debts to the (Vntre 
will amount to Rs. 14 crores. So, I do not know how this measure alone 
will be able to repay our debts to the Centre. Of (ouise. the llon’Ide 
Mr. Goswainy said in hi.s Budget statement that tin- salo ta\ wcuild he 
enhanced which, of course, might bring in something inoie, .\n\way, at .* 
time like this when millions of peojile are starving and d\ing foi \san1 id 
an adequate food jxtlicy, it is a pity that (jovernmenl should waste its time 
and energy on a eontroveisial Bill like tliis instead ot trying to solv(' llic 
most vital and acute problem that faces it at the moment and stands as 
shame to the whole of tliis Province. I liave neither tlie time iior the 
inclination at present to go into details of tliis Bill. Sir, the e\pn‘ssi;M 
“Landlords” includes the middle classes and the Bill as drafted if passed 
into law will bunleu all rcnt-iei^Mving classes. Landlords have been Imrd 
hit by many legislative acts and the imposition of the Primary Kducation 
Cess as are well known to all iiiernhers of this House. In Biliar and As-^aio 
of course there is no ]*rimai'V Kduiation Cess, hut here in introducing the 
measure this has not Ireen taken into consideration. 1 dt> not know who i** 
responsible for putting it into the heud.s of Pn>vincial and tVntrul Govern- 
ments that landlords are rolling in wealth in view ot the high prices ot 
agricultural products. I cannot find words strong enough to condemn sm h 
absurd ideas. Government know who are making jirofifs out of the present 
inflation in prices as a re.sult of the war, and it is up to (ioverument to tax 
those and not landlords to meet their deficit, Lu* the income of landlords 
are fixed and inelastic. It is not the cultivators who are profiting by high 
prices but middlemen, and as 1 have said they do not come under the 
ambit of this taxation. Moreover, the tax W’ill reduce the prices of zi'miiidori 
properties if in future the Floud Commission Report is taken into considera' 
tion. The greatest defect of all which I would like to bring specially to the 
notice of members of this House is that the original idea of this fax was 
that the tax should be levied from landlords to utilise it in improving the 
productivity of the .soil and thus help the agriculturista. Hut in the 
present Bill under review the whole amount is supposed to go towards 
meeting the deficit of the Government due to war conditions over which 
they have no rontrol. Government are not only not doing anything to try 
and aolve the present condition in this province but by introducing this Bill 
^Jhey are not benefiting the agriculturists at all. As the Bill is a contro- 
vmial one in many points, I would suggest that the Bill should be 
introduced in the next session after eliciting public opinion. It is all the 



[16th 8«fT., 


m OOVEBSICENT bIlIi. 

malNi objectiouabk a» it is not a temporary measure Id meet a temporary 
deficit but it is a permanent measure which will in ho way improve the 
agricultural conditions of the Province, far les| he^ t^ agriculturists. 

Sir, with these few words I support the motion for circulation. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. TULSi CHANDRA COtWAMIs Sir, 1 crave your 
.nclulgcnce for one minute only. Mr. Santosb Kumar Dasu very dramatically 
referred to Ins interview with the Finance Member of the Government of 
India in January, 1943f Perhaps he will refresh his memory, but I think 
I aiu right in saying that the agricultural income-tax was not even men- 
tioned in that interview and that was a time when our ways and mc^ans 
stooil at crores of rupees. That all I have got to say. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BAiUl Will you please oousult the proceed- 
ings of the Tabiiiet of fhe Government of Bengal and you will find there 
what 1 said. 

Mr. SPEAKER f 1 have got to put this auiendment now. The question 
before the House is the amendment of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. I would 
tlivide this amendment into two parts : first is the circulation for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon. 

Accordingly, the first part of the motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 
iiumel.v, that the Bengal Agricultural Income-Tax Bill, 1943, be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon, was then put and lost. 

Mr. SPEAKER. Amendment Nos. 2 to 10 fall through. Now, 1 ij||ink 
it aould be better if Mr. Faslur Rahman moves his motion, for if that is 
curried all others will fall through. So 1 call upon Mr. Fazlur Rahman to 
move his amendment. 

Mr, FAZLUR RAHMAN S Sir, 1 beg to move w’ay of amendment 
that the follo\ring names be added to the personnel of the proposed Select 
f>)inmiltet‘, namely : — 

(1) Mr. IJhireadra Nath Datta, 

(2) Mr. Dhirendra Narayan Mukherji, and 

(3) Khan Bahadur A. M. L Rahman. 

Mr. EYED BADRUDOOilAs Sir, I have intimated to you in writing 
that our party has decided that the name of Khan Bahadur A. M. Rahmmu 
be liirithdxawn from the Select Committee, for inadequate tepi^&witatioa of 
uiir party. 

Mr. SPEAKERS The fact is, I have already got his consent. If he 
refuses to sit on the Select Committee, it is he who can speak on that and 
that is a different thing altogether. 

Mian BallMllir A. M. L. RAHMAN t Sir, 1 would I'equesi you to delete 
my name from the Select Committee, for in view of the decision of our partj^ 
I am reluctantly compelled to, withdraw my membership of the 'SelooT' 
, ( otitmittee. 
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Mr. SPEAKER I Tou can duly resign ymr membership if yeu like, but 
i he question of withdrawal does not arise here. 

The HonnMe JMrJ TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMis Sir, I accept the 
amendment. 

'I # 

Mr. SPEAKERS The question before the House is the amendment of 
Mr. Faziur Rahman; which has been accepted by the Hon*bIe Minister in 
charge of the Bill, and it is this, that the following names be added to the 
personnel of the proposed Select Committee, namely: — 

(1) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, 

(2) Mr. Dhirendra Nuruyan Mukherji, and 

(3) Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman. 

So far as Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rshman is concerueil, he gave his consent 
hnt he withdraws his consent now. 


think it is not permissihle to w^ith- 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 

‘Iraw’ consent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, .\uu me *‘i£ht^^^ 

The motion of Mr. Fazlur Ralmiaii that the following names l>e added 
ui the personnel of the ]>ioposed Select Coininitiee, namely:— 

tl) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta, 

f2 t Ml . JYliirendra Nuruyan Muklierji, and 

Khan Bahadur A. M. L, Uahmuii. 
w.iN then put and agreed to, 

Mr. SPEAKER: The other motions relating to insertion of names neces- 
sarily fall through. 


Mr. H. ROWAN HODGE: Sir. I beg u» move b\ way of amendment that 
tui the figure and word “20tli November” proposed in the motion the figure 
and word *‘21 st December” be -substituted. 


I do not want to take up the time of the House on this amendment bat 
1 would merely like to point out in view of the fact that honourable roem^rs 
will be away from Calcutta at (he end ot the session, my proposal ia if 
Oovemment will accept the amendment, we shall then be able to 
oonaider the details of the Bill for a month before it comes to the Select 
Committefj^t ^11 in no way delay the consideration of the Bill in the next 
Budget albaion. i trust Government will accept my amendment. 


TIm Hon’bM Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA COSWAMIf I accept. 

The motion of Mr. H. Rowan Hodge that for the Bgure and word ‘‘JJOth 
November” proposed in the motion the figure and word ”2lst December” 
be sulnitituted, was then put and agreed to. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, you Jiad l*een pleased to announce 
ilmt Ike other motions proposed to be moved fell through. 1 presume you 
lad done it on the assumption that the total number of members m the 
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CoBunittee u limiW to 17 and aa originally 14 names wore proposed 
there was no scope for any further addition and that is why, I think, ypB 
suggested that the other motions fell through. 1 submit that it may also 
be considered that some other names naight be substituted for some and 
motions to that effect might be permitted to be moved, because oherwise it 
might be irregular to disallow the motions at this stage. 

Mr. ffPEAKERs The whole position is, as far as I see, that there i> no 
amendment to the effect that the name of so and so be deleted and the name 
of so and so be substituted. 

Rai HARENORA MATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. 
There is Mr. A<lwaita Kumar Maji’s motion which is a substitution. 

Mr. SPEAKER: So far as these names are concerned there is another 
technical difficulty. Consent of these persons has not been received. 

Ihe motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi Chandra (loswami as amended 
that the Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 194?!, be refened to n Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) Maulvi Abdul Lutif Biswas, 

(2) Maulvi Abul Hashiin, 

(3) Kasi Emdadul Haque, 

(4) Mr. Mirsu Abdul Hafls, 

(5) Maulvi Ahmed Ali Mridha, 

(ti) the Hon'ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea, m.b.k., 

(7) Maliurujadhiruju Uday Chand Mahtab Bahadur, of Burdw; 

(8) Uai Harendra Nath ('haudhuri, 

(9^ Mr. Shahedali, 

(10) Mr, C, W. Miles, 

(11) Mr. H. R. Hodge, 

(12) Babu Shyama Prosad Barman, 

(10) Babu Kshetra Nath Singha, 

(14) Ml. Hhirendra Nath Datta, 

(16) Mr. Dhirendra Narayan Mukherji, 

(16) Khan Bahadur A, M. L. Rahman, and 

(17) the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Finance Depitriment (t^i 

mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by the 21at December, 1943, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five, was then put and agreed 
to, 

Aillminiiiiiiit motMn. 

Mr. dOQEtH ONANDRA GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move that the busimeM^ 
^ tbe. Aasemldy do now adjourn to discusa a definite matter of nrg^l 
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public importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the failure of the^ 
Bengal Government to set at liberty persons purported to have been detained 
under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules in spite of the diM^ision of the 
Calcutta High Court and the recent decision of the Federal ("ourt of India 
declaring the procedure adopted by the Bengal Government regarding 
detention as contrary to law and improper. 

Every one here will agree with me that (lie subject matter of this motion 
18 of the gravest concern to every section of Indian opinion. For years 
together we have been familiar with arbitrary detentions ami eonvicti^ms 
under lawless laws but today this has reached the most stuggeiing propor- 
tion even according to the Indian standard. The sort of detention jnovided 
by the Defence of India Rules is unheard of in any eivilise<l Government 
except in the Fascist countries. No Government with tlie least senst* ol 
justice will dream of making such laws a pari of the ordinary law cd the 
land. I know it is a great temptation to say that such an einerg(mc> 
measure is known in times of war and even to quote statutes of England, 
but, Sir, the comparison is ])asele.ss. The pna-edure folh)wed in England 
18 absolutely different. There a man upon whom a rletention order is served 
has got to he informed throiigli a non-otficial advisory committee us to what 
the charges are and he is allowed U) make an answer to those charges. Hut 
nothing (d this kind is i)rovided here in our country. There is a provision 
in the Act about scrutiny and ot being satisfied, but the provision is just 
so much <d jargon. I say, Sir, such law smacks of Gestapo and conoentra- 
tion camp more than of any civili.sed legislation, j do md think 1 can do 
better than to read (jut to the House what the Federal Court has said with 
regard to, this law and the administration ol that law in this province. The 
Federal Court in the recent judgment hu.s said “any consideration of tli^ 
available material by Mr, Torter before the issue of detention order did not 
amount to compliance either with the letter or with the spirit ol the provi- 
sions of rule 2(1 according to his own affidavit”, and it has concluded by 
saying ‘‘we cannot condemn the procedure adopted in these cases to« 
strongly. It would be difficult to conceive of a more callous disregai'd of 
the provisions of the law and of the liberty of the subject”. 1 draw partb 
cular attention of the Hoii’hle Minister who is administering law and order 
and aak him to listen as to a^hat is the law w'hich has lieeii laid down by 
the highest Tribunal wherein they say “we cannot condemn the procedure 
in these cases too strongly. It would be difficult to conceive of a mona 
callous disregard of the provisions of the law and of the liberty of the 
subject”. This is what the Court lias held. I only ask what more sail 
spetrtacle can there be than that the Department supposed to be in ebargif 
of law and order would show an utter disregard as to the law as laid dowi|^ 
by the Federal Court. May I also tell the Hou’ble Home Minister that by 
the Government of India Act, section 210, all authorities, civil, judicial, 
are enjoined upon to act in aid of (he decision of the Federal Court. Btih 
what do we findf' The highest Court of this Pnivince held that the deten* 
ttcus were illegal and they ordere<l that they should he set at liberty, but 
what has the Govenuneat dunef In the absence of the Home ICinistefi^ 
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in t!iV; abaance of the Goveinor who alone were entitled to pase orders for 
oontthiiing the detention; these gentlemen, who were set at liberty, were 
arrested within the Court precincts under an anti-diluvibn Act, called 
Begolation HI of 1818. Sir, it is too thin a cloak for the purpose of dis- 
regarding the law. In this connection, may 1 draw the attention of the 
learned Home Minister to what my honourable colleague Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi said in July last. Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi in one of his lucid 
moments of patriotic urge «aid ‘‘There is however one point on which 1 
should like to draw the attention of the present Ministers and that is the 
application of Regulation III of 1818 to detain the politically-minded 
Indians. There was no need to make use of it especially when the Governor 
and the Home Minister were out of Calcutta as was proved by the affidavit 
in the High Court. I should like to appeal to the present Council of 
Ministers that the sooner they forget that there is an anti-diluvion law, 
called Regulation III, the better it would be for everybody of this Pro- 
vince.*’ May I also read out wdiat Mr. Abdur Raliimiii Siddiqi said to be 
the creed and principle of the MusHm League?' He said “I want my Hindu 
patriots to realise that the Muslin) League considers the question of the 
freedom and Itj^rty of the Hindus ns equal or even greater than that of 
the Muslims”. 

Sir, we are aware, during the July discus.sion the Leader ot the European 
group classified the persons Who were detained under the IVfence of India 
Act into three classes. Speaking alamt the seeoinl clas^ he saiil that a> 
regards the persons who joined in a muss movement after August disturb- 
ances, their cases will have to be considered and if the Government think.s 
that those disturbances are now under .their control, they ought to considej 
the <iucstion of their release. I want to say a word about those persons 
The blame tor the upheaval rests entirely M’ith the (ioverniu^t and ^vith 
no one else. It was the Government who first infuriated fhr people b> 
middenly arresting their leaders and all those disturbances followed on 
aeoouni of the thoughtless action of the Government, so that if anybody is 
tesponsible more than another, it is the Government who • launched the 
«^j[irehensible repression which led to those disturbances. Now the Ijcader 
of the European group also referred to another class of persons, namely, the 
labour leaders w^ho created trouble. Sir, with your permission 1 want to 
refer to the affidavit of a detenue labour leader, an affidavit filed Iwfore the 
High Court and which was not contradicted on behalf of the Government. 
Therein Hr. Bibnath Banerjee stated amongst other things “since 1935 when 
ihe Nnsis have become a menace to the world of labour, I have been 
following anti-Fascist policy and that since 1941 when Nasi Germany 
mttaoked Soviet Russia I have been following that policy quite aggresively 
to bring about the ruin of the Axis powers, and since June, 1941, 1 have 
been trying to get the grievances of the workers redressed with the help of 
the Labour Commissioner, Bengal, and the District Magistrate of Howrah 
by the process of negotiation and consideration”. Yet a member of this 
liegialative Assembly representing a Labour constituency has been delaine^f ^ 
fund m aHll ua^ detention. 1 therefore say that there is not only no moffnl 
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justiBoiliou for these detentions but there is today no leyal justification 
whatsoever. I, in the name of the distracted parents of these political 
prisoners, in the name of their hapless and forlorn wives, and husbands in 
the case of lad^' detenus, and in the name of their distiess^ children, appeal 
to the Hon’ble Minister to respect law, to reajH^rt tlie deidsioii of the Court— 
which they are bound to respect under the (lovernineHt of India Act, — and 
to release these prisoners. I want him to sel l^^is face against continuing 
the detention of these people under other cloaks, lean tell him that once he 
makes up his mind he will find that there are sffftutes by w’hich this kind 
of detention cannot be continued. 

(At this stage the red light was lit hut he was given a little time to finish 
his speech.) 

My time is up. I again appeal to (he Hon’hle Home Minister if he is 
true to the Muslim Ii<*ague principles as given f»ut by Mr. Ahdur Hahman 
Siddiqi who ought to know being in the Party, if he is true to his own 
promises now t(> do not a favour hut (o act in a legal manner and respeef 

the decision of the Court. If he does not do so Mr. Siddiqi’s description 

of him as the biggest liberator and the biggest guarantor oi civil liberty- 
will become an epithet of ridicule so fur as he is concerned. (Mr. Aminf 
R.iUMAN Sinnigi : (rood!'. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: I do not desire to intervcm‘ in this 
debate at any greaf iength, but onl> f(»i the* purpose of drawing the atten- 
tion of the Ilon’ble the Home Minister to two mutters whieli I consider it 
necessary to be brotight to his notice. Sometime ago, 1 considered it my 
duty to draw the attention of the HoiChlq Home Minister to tlie cases of 
security prisoners particularly tlnwe who are members of this Legislatuiv 
and invited him to cx^nsider their cases afresh and to pass orders direcitiug 
their relea^fev; The HoiCble C^hief Mini.ster was pleased to reply to m.v letter, 
and ill hi.s reply, he stated us follows: — 

^*We have laid down a general poli(‘y of release and all those wht» 
satisfy the conditions are being released. Individual cases are only 
examined to see if there are special circumstances sucl» as serious 
illness which would justify releaee.'^ 

Well, Sir, 1 did not follow up this correspondence with a question as to 
what the general policy wae which had l»eeu lai<I down by the present 
Government and whht conditions were requireil ty be satisfied by the 
prisoners in order to secure their release. I hope and trust that the 
Hou’ble Chief Minister will take the opportunity of this debate of clarifyinf|*» 
his position on this matter. This discussion relates to the arrest of security 
iO'isoiiers under Begulatiou 111 of 1818 but 1 hope that the Hon'ble C'hiei 
Ifinistbr will vouchsafe to us the details of those couditbus which the present 
Government have laid down for the purpose of directing themselves in the 
matter of release. 

There is one other matter to which I will draw his attention. I do not 
know whether he is aware that a similar situation arose in 1930 in oonse* 
faaooe of a decision of the Calcutta High Court. It was during the Civil 
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I>i»olwidlei|C6 Movement in 1930 when a notification was issued prohibiting: 
processions and assemblies in the city of (Calcutta. Certain ladies in tin* 
Burra Bazar quarter, Sm. Lakshmi Deyi and others, formed themselves into 
a procession and were arrested in consequence of the disobedience of the‘ 
notification. They were convicted and sentenced to imprisonment by a • 
Presidency Magistrate in Calcutta. Their cases came up before the High 
Court. I remember having appeared on behalf of the accused persons in 
that case before Sir Oeoi-ge liankin, Chief Justice and Mr. Justice S. ('. 
Mallik. The High ( >ourt on that occasion ^lecided that the notification w as 
ultra viren^ and that as siicli, the arrest afid the conviction were illegal and 
they directed the release of those accused persons. In consequence of the 
declaration hy the High (Vmrt that this notification was ultra vires, the 
Government of Bengal did the barest act of jn^tiee in the cases of lrV"> 
prisoners who had been convicted in consequence of violation of that noti- 
fication which had been declared illegal, and releust‘d all of them forthwith 
I ask the jiresent Home Minister whether they will take a leaf out of the book 
of the hureaucratic udniinislrution of tln»si‘ da\s and whether they have got 
the courage to accept the decision of the High Court and the Federal Court 
declaring that Rule 2(\ was ultra vires of the legislature and whether acting 
upon that decision of the Federal ('ourt, the> wiil release persons who have 
been taken into custody and sinee been detainejl under the provisions of 
Buie 2(1. If the previ uis Governineiit of Bengal in those days could muster 
cdurage to do that, why should this responsible (Tovernment installed in 
Office by the suffrage of the legislature hesitate to perfonn that (divious 
duty? They ought to come forward and u])hold the rule of law and accept 
the decision of the Federal (’ourt and release those jiersons arrested and 
detained under Rule 2(i. 1 would ask this Government to act up to the 
principle of law' of which they are the supposed upholders and guardians. 

• 

Mr. HARIPADA OHATTOPADHAYA : Speaker Security 
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ciHts »lWi:« il 5 l 9 srifi c<rpfli cflwf TO ^ ^ ipf' c^R TOf 
?CT 1 CTR >ac’rftf% TiScn? ®*w ?» ki i £»r ctm *it\5 4 Rttffrt'R 

5a m 5?I ! 

Rlw C 5 i^ «T 'Rsjf snriia \ 5 i 1^5 ar ,£▼ # 4 lr<fr 

rWcr to cR^. m OTt5 (jfi i’rsXH Rm RRin'Tffl<ita ca«tl^ 
'5141 I RfTO fitTO C«R1 5f?t4fii TO1 «1. ^ I Slltlltsi >r-'3 

^'SU'olw 5i#tTO w^nTOi, '5Tt«t\»tTOii^Wtig^.> 'siTOWn ^c'WTMUrrttw 
Jfe ^FfSRI TOC?. ' 5!4 ’PiWiil ylT'SH (7141 W^Cl? I ff ^riVlR 41 ttf 

PrWBfit 4 ’^t nmfii ; 

’R%f 44 (WcTi f 5 fWBfirlft 4 ^ TOl? RTOfJt *ttj frorTOlcf ic^m 

4 la 'StOF ^,4 TOfsiTO ?H 1 5 ^ 4 ^ '514 <fl 4 f 5*14 I * ! 3 ^ ' vftR*! 44 
TO 4 W« 4 RT 5 m-WC 8 'rf «'5 TO I fvsft TOfTO 5 ’to TOlTOft I 

CBTO 4 tCTO : '^14 Ra 41 ^ 44 ’IR 4 ffsiPT I #1 TO (Rfir »r ft ri 4 
4 tf 41 f%f% 5 fi >TTOt 4 C 4 5 C 4 unoonditioa*! *114141 (TORI TO ( 7 tl 44 TORI 
'^Rl TO 4 ^* 115 ? 4 RI 1 TC 34 CTO? TO, 441 ? (ol?! C 4 (f^ TO 4445 #U 1 ^' 5 M 
TOlRl *R 43 ^fC 4 (71341 TO 41 I 444 fv 4 V 5^44 *473 CTOC 4 i :94 4 l 9 H 
f 4 t 4 41341 TO 41 I CTO 44 4141 ^ =16 4 Rll 4(75 f <41 f 45 lt 4 4 N 1 TO I ^Rl 

CTOTOa 1 ^ (519 5 rV 4 1^.44 441 TO C 514 TOTOn TO 4%44 I 1^14 4 ? 44 Cf 
444 TOnU C*fC 44 (,4 4 Rl 1 C 5 tC 44 1 4 f 44 lJt 4 F '^Ri' f*p 5 Rr glTO TOm P«l(lTO 
C 4 C 5 ( 7 I S 4 I TO 41 I 444 'RlTOTO 4444(5 44 f 6 l 4414 (Ita CTOW 

TO 41 I 4(44154 Cnf 4 t 44 5:4 TOfil C 4 TO (TO ^ 41 1 4 ? 44(4 4('5 4 f«t 4 tJ* 

TO 5:4 TO4m44 -RTOii:? l#l'?5 5a «n4 4ift5 1 4544:44 fro (tots ft 

4 nws TO (|9 (TO 1 4 f«r 4 t 5 ^ (TOI ' 4 TOl 4 'pr 5 ftsV TO 44 f 4 1 ftft (5 

^RTMIrs'^ fero ! 4 ' 5'3 (5 'Sri ; (553 41 4 <C*R 1 *tC 4 fef? 4 ftc 4 TOSH'S 

•If«8l4 41 cror 5lh RjUn ft's! 5'C4 5a C 4 ^r 4 F 1 lf*lW 4 arTO 441 511 
ftnTOsrfii i 5(61 totoo? 45 »icf ^ ’Futpi 44 frooi croi? own tohto : ftn 
5#1 jjiifeiaTOli snjftT if^stroRr 4 ? 41 TO 45 i >pii '4 TOs ft to:?* ? 4 P 5 

TO TOa TO 4 lt 44 «l 44 Rl 4 Rf 1 (Hear Hear. ) 

afro 41411444 4#1 ? 4?1 11*4 44W4 TO 4 TO TO<f®If 1 TOR ( 8141 " 4 f 1 tOITO* 
toRr tot 471 ^ 5 TO #11 4 * TOtTO TOHO? I C 41 TO*® ! 4 * 4 Rl (SRn 

TOTO: flft^fi# 4#7ri 4 fv fro.l TOt (SI if? iSl?! 41 no? (sm? TO 441 TO4- 
ftOTO TOlfl TOC 4 TO 5015 If* #44 TORf ^ICTO *[aiTO TO I . (Uughtaii) 

Of, SYAMAPRASAO MOOKERJEti Mr. Speaker, Sir, the enbjeci 
matter of today’e adjonnunent motion ia not exfetiy a demand for releoae 
of all the oeonrity pruonere merely becauae their releaae ia neoeaaiteted by 
the aeriona state of aSoirs throngh which the ^rorince ia paMing today. 
The adjonnunent motion drawa the attention of the Hoiioe m one aeriou* 
otnie of adminiatraticm which ia prevalent in thin province. The queation 
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o( the eeourity prieoners under Rule 26 came before the High 
•Court and went up to tho j’ederal Court. It is true that after the judgment 
of the Federal Court a validating ordinance has been passed which the 
Federal Court by a majority has decided® as^ legal, but we are considering 
the oases of detention of political prisoners under rule 129 in the first 
instance which by an ad Lac order of the Bengal Government were transiatetl 
into cases under rule 26. There the Federal Court has held that the 
detention of such persons is entirely illegal. 

Now, Sir, when those persons were released under orders of the High 
Court, we had that unique demonstration of the superiority of the executive 
over the judiciary even in 194J1. li was a High Court created hy British 
Statute which held that the detention ol certain persons was illegal. Before 
tht)»e persons ha4 tlh opportunity of leaving even the court room they were 
arrested under Regulation III. The question whicli tin* Hoii’hle the Home 
Mipister has got to answer is — under whose onlers this order of llegulatiori 
III was actually given effect to? The case was then going on in the High 
Court: the High ('ourt liad not yet pnmounced the judgment. Who was 
it tliat initiated the proposal that it the Higli Court’s judgment went in 
favtaur of the accused, tluui the accused must he e]ai)ped behind the prison 
b& under Regulation 111? At that time the Home Minister T suppose was 
nui in (lialcutia; the Goverm»r of the province uas not in Calcutta. The 
which Bengal wants to put to tlie Home Minister whom I believe 
Mjy Siddiqi described as the defender oi human liberty, is a very simple 
dne: Was this order under Regulation III initiated or approved by the Home 
Minister or was it initiated and approved by the Secretariat or by the 
Governor with which order the Minister hud nothing to do? We want a 
specific answer to these (luestions. If he .says it was done in spite «»t him, 
then he should come out of office and e.xpose the hollowness of the present 
constitution. If he says that he did it himself, then we ask him, claiming 
as he does to he the i*epresentative of the i>eople of this province, under what 
law did he as Home Minister feel justified that persons who were yet^ to 
lie released under orders of the Calcutta High Court were to be clapped 
Iwhind ihe prison bar under Regulation III? We would like to have a 
precise answer from the Hoffie Minister on thivS very important question. 

The next q^uestion is this. The Federal Court held — and this is a point 
,,p'hioh must not be lost sight of by members of tbe House — that not only 
was tbe detenCion of these particular persons who were subsequently trana- 
ferred under Regulation III illegal but the aryest of all persons since th«* 
ad hoc order of October, J942, was illegal. That is a question which again I 
bring to th^ndtice of the Home Minister. There are today in prison in Bengal 
ii large number of {lerstins whose detention the Federal Court has directed 
illegal. Are we living within the frnmew'ork of a civilised Government? We 
are told that many things lire hap(>ening today in f^ouutrie.s which are under 
the control of Naii Government. Now\ what in the farce that is going on 
in Bengal? You have today your system of administration. You have 
judiciary. The highest court in India has held that the detention of 
oartais pentons k utterly illegal. Some of them, 1 know, are being clapped 
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beluaj tlie pnmm bar uoder B^olatioii III^ but thm m lota of oftan 
who are atill detained under Eule 26 aa before. How ia that poaaible f Why 
ia thii deliberate flouting of the decision of the lugheat court of the landf 
Here again I aak the Home Minister, is it being done by him, or has he 
protested P Haa the Ministry protested and has that protest been orer- 
ruled by the Governor of the province P How are things happening? Has 
the Home Minister himself taken the responsibility of declaring that these 
persons shall not be released but shall (xintinue to remain under unlawful 
detention P 

Now, Sir, thi^i i.s the language of the Judges of the Federal Court 
to which my attention has just been drawn : “It would be difficult to conceive 
of a more callous disregard of the provisions of the law and of the liberty of 
the subject”. This is not a sjieech delivered by a Congressman or a Maha- 
shavite or a political agitator, but this is a judgment of the Chief Justice 
and Judges of the highest Judicial Tribunal in the country; and you have 
these persons still detained under the orders of the Bengal Government. 
What answer has Sir Nazimuddiii to give to thisP 

Now, I can well appreciate, it having been my good fortune or mis- 
fortune to have served as a Minister for nine months, that there ure 
tremendous obstacles when even the best of Ministers with the best of 
intentions wants to do something which he considers to l>e vitally necessary 
in the supreme interests of the country but he is prevented from doing the 
right. The question of illegal detention, the question of release of persons 
whom responsible Ministers consider it desirable or exjiedient to release are 
questions which are to be decided by superior powers reigning within the 
framework of a provincial constitution in India. I ask Sir Nassimuddin to 
lake tlie House into liis confidence. When the new Ministry came into office 
there were lots ot propaganda; lots of kite-flying w'ent on. There are some 
Hindu Ministers who joined the Ministry, as we have been reminded by the 
previous speaker, mainly bir the sake of political prisoners. They declared 
that they were doing so mainly for releasing Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose or at 
least bringing him back to Bengal. 

What I am asking Sir Nazimuddin is this; in respect of these particular 
matters what has been the polic\> of Sir Nazimmbliii as Home Minister? 
What has been the policy of the Ministry as a wJioie, and if 1 may add 
what is the policy of Ihe Ministerial Party supporting the present Ministry? 
Why should we not be able to join hands with regard to this vital question? 
Why should it not be possible for us to say unitedly that we want these 
persons who have been declared by the High Court and the Federal Court 
to have been detained unlawfully to l>e releaseil immediately? If later on 
Sir Naximuddtn feels as a responsible Home Minister that they should be 
again rearrested, let a case be made out and let him consider each ease on 
its merits and let him decide what should be done. Why this attempt to 
lout deUberately the decision of the highest tribunal in the oountry? 
What is the reason? Is he a party to it or is it being foro^ on him and on 
flia Minktry over #hich he la presidiiif ae ^ OhkI 

M 
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J^w, Sir, M regftrdi the general queetion of the release of seonritj 
prisoneri, which is also relevant in this connection, 1 do associate myself 
with every word that the previous speakers have uttered. These persons 
were arrested and detained at a time v^hen there was a political upheaval 
in this country and in this province. Times have changed; today it is 
essential that there must be a proper atmosphere created in every part of the 
province. We are today in the naidst of a terrible catastrophe and one does 
not know what is going to happen to this province during the next two 
months. We want today the pooling of all resources of men and materials 
who will be able to work together for the purpose of saving their beloved 
motherland. I believe the Home Minister will not contradict me when I 
say that representations have come to him and to the Governor of this 
Province sent by the security prisoners offering their unconditional support 
with regard to the carrying out of relief measures, if they are released. 
Even today two political prisoners came and saw me and they told me 
how those representations were sent some time ago. Some of them were 
anxious to meet Sir Naaimuddin. The main question which I would ask 
Sir Naeimuddin is this : Is it not a fact that he has received representations 
from security prisoners who are anxious to come out of the prison cells ? 
They are receiving harrowing tales of the distress of their own families and 
of persons surrounding them. They want to come out to save their ow’n 
families, to serve their own countrymen. Why is it that they are being 
detained? 1 ask again: is it because the Home Minister thinks that they 
should be detained that they are being detained, or are they being detained 
because the Secretariat, Porter, Baker, Hay and Company, think that these 
persons should be detained and should not be released. Truth should come 
out. We would like to know whether Sir Nazimuddin rules over the Home 
Department or, as before, permanent oflicials rule over the Depart- 
ment. Let him come out with the answers. Let him say ‘‘although I have 
received such requests, I do not trust these men, 1 am not going to release 
them, because they aife dangerous.’* Let him say so, let him take the 
responsibility. On the other hand, if he says am prepared to trust and 
release them,* but I* am being prevented to release them by higher 
auihorities,” let him declare his helplessness, let him take the House into 
confidence. 

Sir, one word more and I have done, and that is about the question of 
the allowances of the security prisoners. These security prisoners are 
remaining behind the prison bar. Tbe Home Minister declared that he has 
accepted it to be his policy that he would gran* generous allowances to the 
security prisoners. I have been receiving during the last fortnight most 
pathetic letters from the security prisoners stating circumstances under 
which their families are passing their days and nights. lictters have come 
to the Home Minister. I do not know how long will he take to deal with 
them separately. Is it too much to expect from him that he would give 
some kind of ad hac order like the ad hoc order under which they were 
mreited illegally and detained f Let him pass such an ad hoc order and say 
iSial every seonrity priaoner will have his family allbwanoe doubled ^ 
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least fir mx mosths to come pending fuller oonsideraiton of each ease. It 
it imp^aaible to do that? We hare received lettera for help and support 
of their families and the letters were sent to the Home Minister. Some help 
we are otfering from our own resources, but it is the bounden responsibility 
of Government to see to it that the families of those persons illegally 
deiainetl, as pointed out by the highest Tribunal of this country' are not 
starved to death on account of the callous policy pursued by the Ministry 
now presiding over the destinies of Bengal. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN. Mr. Speaker, Sir, at this moment 1 am 
not thinking of the lloirble Sir Nuxiiiiuddin, the bureaucrat of bureaucrats 
and also the diplomat of diplomats who, on the eve of ministrs making, held 
out many big promises and the release of |H>liticaI prisoners one of them. 
I am at this moment thinking of those friends of mine, the Hon’ble Mr. T. C. 
Goswami, the Hoii’ble Mr. B. B. Pain, Mr. Narendra Kiiruyau ('hakrabarty, 
Mr. Atul Chandra Kumar and Mr. Jatindra Nalh Chakraharty, but I do 
not find some of them here now. I am thinking of the.se friends who shed 
bucketful of tears over the woes and sufferings of our brethren behind the 
prison bar. I am thinking parti(;ularly of Mr. Narendra Narayan Chakra- 
barty whose stentorian voice we have heard in the past in the parks of 
Calcutta (lay in and day out over the sufferings and woes of our brethern 
behind the prison bar. Do they realise what a monstrosity they are going to 
perpetrate today? Some of our own people who love their ('ountry too well 
have b(‘en arrested and detained and denied the elementary right, namely, the 
right to trial in a properly constiiuted court of law. They have been clapped 
in j)iison under wliat ha** rightly been called a lawless law. Some of my 
honourable friends mu.st k!U)W* that the liberal politician .l(»bn Morley in bis 
“Memoir.H” had to sa\ something about this lawless law. Befi‘rring to the 
arrest and detention of Srijnt Aswiiii Kumar Dutt, Krishna Kumar Mitra 
and five others in the swadeshi days Mr. Morley us Sei'retary of State for 
India wrote to Ijord Minto who w'as then the Governor-General of India : 
“My Ijord, I beseech you to avoid one thing, namely, the trial of a single 
person in his absence. That lias an ugly Austrian-Kus.sian look.” If 
Morley were to write today, he would perhaps have written : “It has an ugly 
Nazi-Fascist look”. (Mr. Kiran Saxkar Roy: An ugly English look.) I 
wonder if Morley would write “an ugly English look.” Now this Oovemment 
are not merely applying this lawless law to the people of Bengal but even they 
are deliberately defying the order of the highest Court in the land which ban 
declared that the procedure under which it has been applied has been wrong 
and therefore the prisoners should be released. What can be a greater 
monstrosity than this? By committing this monstrous act this Govern- 
ment have lost the right to call themselves a civilised and liberal Govern- 
ment. They have lost the right to call themselves a popular Government. 
Unless they change their barbarous policy, they forfeit the right fo govern. 

'With these words, I commend this motion to the acceptanf'e of the 

House. 

Mn AtDUfI RAHMAN ilDDigiS Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are talking 
this afternoon in a spirit of unreality. The first two speeches, Sir, did not 
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out ot the heart. The honourable member for the UniTereity o\ 
Oaleutta did put some venom in the debate and in hie usual manner broughi 
in a number of arguments which were, from my point of view, extraneoui 
and not germane to the motion befom the House. But taking him at hii 
own words, I am rather surprised that he, in his stentorian voice, callec 
upon tlm Hon*hle Horae Minister to do this, that and the other and answei 
a thousand and one questions. 1 should like to know where was he whei 
they walked over the dead body of Mr. 8arat Chandra Bose, into the Cabipet 
Was he taken away under a law'ful law or was he removed under a lawlesi 
iawF (^Dr. Syamaphasad Mookertek : He was arrested before we enterec 
the Cabinet.) Why did you go in at all? You had the audacity to enter th< 

Cabinet after that (Dr. Stahaprasad Mookerjek : Because he wanted ui 

to continue.) (Uproar.) (Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu : We entered tb 
Cabinet with Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose’s blessings and support.) (Uproar. 
Sir, the Hon'ble ex-Minister for l4)cal Self-Government has also associatec 
himself with this debate. If they had any conscience, if they liad any senw 
of honesty, they would not show their faces in this House today. (Uproar. 
Who sent these people to jail? For nine months the honourable member foi 
the University of Calcutta stuck to office and his other collegues stud 
several months longer. (Dr. Byamaprasad Mookeh.iee : You ask youi 
friends to resign.) (Uproar.) T know that. You need not tell me anything 
more. This kind of unreality, this kind of false advocacy of a cause whirl 
you have created, is disgraceful to the name of a gentleman, disgraceful t( 
the name of Indian liberty and freedom. (Uproar.) Talking of liberty anc 
freedom and quoting Mr. Siddiqi here and there will not heli>. My con- 
science is clear. (Uproar.) I have not played double witli people who an 
unfortunately now in jail. “When I was a Minister everything that cam< 
from Delhi, from the Government House or from the Secretariat, I took i 
on my head but if others do so, they are, of course denationalised, unfit t( 
rule and unfit to do a thousand and one things”. I ask a question of th< 
ox-Minister sitting opposite — who sent them to jail? Where were youl 
Why did you not resign? What are you now talking about? You are out oi 
court. You are unfit to utter one word about these things. 

R«l HARENDRA NATH GHAUDHURI : Nonsense. 

Mr. ASOUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: 1 repeat that, Sir, with all th< 
emphasis that I can command, 1 must say that these people have started « 
•ort of natak to be called “nationalists” and the worst of it is that they clain 
a monopoly in nationalism. There are people who are more honeet, who ar< 
clearer in their consciences and who want to help these people genuinely anc 
aa best as they can. In order to support their argum^ts, they talk of tin 
constitution, they talk of the High Courts for which 1 have not very grea 
respeert because two judges take cme view and one takes the other. Thi 
Calcutta High Court decisions are upset by the Federal Court and the Federa 
decisions may be upset by the Privy Council. We have to bow to ilu 
delusion yon gave but I still beg to repeat that »uh }ud%ee begins when t 
ease starts and it ends when the Barrhilers and the Vnkils iMlve Mled theb 
pocketa and the nmlter decided without any chance of a farther aj^enl. Sk 
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it 18 smiwifting that these upholders of law, which they call lawless law get 
up to-diy and tell laymen like me that the permission to appeal granted by 
the Fedferal Court, does not necessarily mean that there will be an ap]>eai. 
How can they 

Mfi SPEAKER: That is all irrelevant. 

Mr. ASDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I bt»w' to your det^ision Sir, and I 
would like to suggest that the cases of our colleagues of this Assembly who 
have lost their liberty, the cases of citiaens who have lost their liberty, are 
in safer hands now than they were in the l^ands of a lot that has brought us 
to our present miserable position. The honourable member from the Calcutta 
Fniversity could not escape the obsession that has taken possession of hia 
brain. If he can bring in the (governor, if he can bring in the j>ermanfnt 
Officials his vendetta, he thinks, goes a stage higher. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Go on flatteril^r them, the door 
is open. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8iOOIQI: 1 do not flatter them I did not lick 
the boots of the Governor and the Permanent Officials (Mr. Rantosh KrUAA 
Basu : You are under the boot). 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Will you kindly confine yourself to the issue befort 
the House? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: 1 bow to your ruling, Sir. 1 need not 
do hhushamad . I need not run about the <*orridors ot the Government House 
and the Secretariat swallowing every hit that fell as an uhishmni 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No more of these things. Tiet us come to the point. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 submit to your 
ruling. (Interruption.) 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: He is talking rubbish. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Is that correct? 'I'he sjxeaker’s ear 
need not hear as his eye need not catch. I submit, Sir, that if you wish me 
to sit down, 1 shall do so. If you allow others to speak as they like, I think 
I may also claim your indulgence. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 know that there have been some speeches made from 
this side of the House often bringing in matters which are not strictly 
relevant to the point at issue. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: And yet (hey were allowed to sjieak. 

Mr. iPBAKER; But as they introduced these things incidentally I 
allowed them. I am not controlling you and 1 am not asking you not to reply 
to* those things but if you dilate on them exclusively, leaving aside the point 
at issue, thon 1 have to say that all that is irrelevant. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN BIDDIQI: I again bow to your ruling* hut may 
1 iatmw your attention to one point which is the object of this motion Ittr 
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and that is to malign m, (Criea of **No, no’’ from the Oppoai- 
tlon Senchea). There i» no man in this Hottae, Sir, who would like to deal 
with this problem with the unity that the honourable member for the Univer- 
aity demands. If there is this unity ha will find me as one of his important 
Lieutenants but if the Mussalman is a 

Mf* dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA S Who said so? (Interruption.) 

Dfa NALINAKSHA SANYALl Mr. Speaker, Sir, will you please ask 
Mr. Abdur Eahman Siddiqi to withdraw that expression? 

NIfa SPEAKER a If such a statement were to be made by anv member in 
this House, certainly I would take all necessary steps to see that it did not 
find a place in the records. I have not heard any man here uttering any 
such expression and therefore, I think, Mr. Siddiqi, it was not quite proper 
for you to introduce an expression which was never uttered. 

Mfa CIA8UDDIN AHMEDs It was Mr. Siddiqi who uttered this and 
therefore, he must be asked to withdraw it. 

Mfa SPEAKER* That statement will not be printed. It will be expunged 
from the records. 

Mfa ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI S These words, Sir, were not used but 
the meaning behind the speeches was that. I demand my right to say what 
I like and in the manner I like, so long as I do not break the rules of debate. 

Mfa SPEAKER* Mr. Siddiqi, will you kindly sit down for u minute.*^ 
It was far from my mind to stop you from speaking. 

Mfa PAZL.UR RAHMAN* You are doing so. 

Mfa SPEAKER! Order, order. Mr. Siddiqi, if you use an expression 
which has not been used by anybody else in this House and if you attribute 
that expression to others, I have a right to intervene but you now said that 

the purport of the si>eeches made was that the Musalman is a . I say with 

all the emphasis and dignity that I can command and I think the whole House 
* ll with me when I say that nobody has uttered that expression and I will 
never tolerate directly or indirectly any expression from anybody which 
purports to cast any reflection on any community, Hindu or Muslim. And 
I think nobody has uttered any expression like that and therefore it is not 
right on your part to do so, 

Mf« PAZLUR RAHMANS On a }>oint of order, Sir. I should like to 
know whether a member is entitled to put his interpretation on the speeches 
i|iat are delivered by other speakers. Then, the member concerned has a 
right to explain himself that he did not mean that. Mr. Siddiqi did not 
claim that the word had been used but that was the idea conveyed to h jfft 
from the speeches made by the gentlemen opposite. I think, Sir, 
Mr. Siddiqi was entitled to say this and you as Speaker who is the custodian 
of the rights and prmleges of the House should protect the righia of 
Mr. Siddiqi to interpret the speeches in the manner in which he haa 4one. 
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If Dr« SSramaprasad Mookerjee or any other member were to get up and say 

did not say that; 1 did not mean that", then Mr. Siddiqi would haye 
accepted that explanation. 

Mr* SPEAKERS He has never named any member; he made a general 
reflection on the speeches of the other side. And I here standing as the 
custodian of the rights and privileges of the House have got every right to 
say that no speech could he interpreted in that [lerverse manner. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I bow to your decision » Sir, but, 
unfortunately, perversity is not my monopoly and therefore 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY. What is the meaning of that — will you 
please explain to the House? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. My esteemed 
friend has now made a sinister reflection on the Speaker. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You may, but I am not going to take the expression 
used by Mr. Siddi(|i as directed against myself. (liBUghter.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I have used a strong expression of 
opinion, and the h<»riouruble member from Murshidalmd has thrown a 
meaning into my expre.ssion which is not in it. You, Sir, were good enotigh 
to call my expression us perverse and I said that perversity was not my 
monopoly. It could not possibly mean that it was intended for the Chair.y 
It may have been intended for others in this House. 

The whole line of my thought has been disturbed, Sir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What about the laditicnl prisoners?-- 
Not a word about them yet ! 

fAt thi.s stage the blue light was lit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, much of your time has been wasted aud 
your time is going to be up. So you must come back to your point. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, I am most anxious in my own 
humble way to serve the cause of my Indian fellow countrymen who have 
lost their liberty. In the first place the honourable meml)er for the 
University of Calcutta will realise that there is a thing called the Govern- 
ment of India Act w^ich places us at a terrible handicap. Over and above 
that, there is that dangerous law called the Defence of India Act. More 
than that, Sir, you will agree with me at least in this that once a thing is 
spoiled it takes twice the effort to mend it. Our friends left things in such 
a terrible condition, our friends put so many people into jails without trial, 
without even going into the details of the cases, that it has become almost 
impossible, if not superhuman, for the present Minister to put matters right. 
Ipstead of asking questions of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to-day^ it 
would have been better 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Uf. NALINAKiHA SANYAL: What about the time limit, 8trf 
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Hr. tfEAKKRt He waa intermpied for a time and «o I have allowed 
him ilfo or three minutes more. 

Mr. ABOUR RAHMAN SIDOIQI: Thank you, Sir. 

He could have done a better service to Bengal if he had turned to his old 
Chielf about whose persuasion into resignation has been made a major 
constitutional issue. They still wanted to stick to office. Instead of asking 
whether there were Porters, Carters and Bakers, he should have asked of liim 
*‘What did he doP”, “How did he menage it?”, “Whether he took decisions 
in individual cases or whether the Governor interfered with his decisions?” 

('At this stage the member again reached the extra time limit given to 
him but was allowed to conclude his speech.) 

One word more, Sir, and I have finished. May I honestly and sincerely 
appeal to them to forget the political prisoners for the time being? They, I 
repeat again, are in the hands of a man who has released the largest number 
of political prisoners. 

Of. NALINAKBHA SANVALs and also imjirisoned the largest 

number of them. 

rtm Hon’bln KbWiJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, after the siteech of 
Mr. Abdur liahman Siddiqi who has so thoroughly met the points of the 
spankers of the Opposition, I think I hove very little to say. I am sure 
/that by now the members of this House and the people of the province will 
realise from the speeches which have been made in support of this motion 
thftt this motion is designed merely to l>e a political clap-trap becau.se, Sir, 
if I may repeat again the argument of Mr. Siddiqi, the persons who have 
today taken a leading part in the debate are the persons wlio were largely 
responsible for sending a large number of persons to jails 

Mr. dOCESH OHANDRA GUPTA: I have sponsored the motum, Sir,, 
and I have never gone in for the Ministry. 

Thn H0ll*bin Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The interruption of 
Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta raises a new thing. May I remind him that it 
*Waa his leader who wm responsible for setting up the previous Ministry? 
May 1 remind him that he and his party gave consistent support to the LaW 
Ministry who sent the largest number of persons to jail. They were not 
prepared — — 

Mr. I. D. ilALAN: On a point of order, Sir. Are we discussing what 
the past Ministry did or are we discussing why the political prispner^, in 
view of the judgments of the Calcutta High Court and the Federal Court to 
release them, have not been released? I find that the speeches are heipg 
confined to what the previous Ministry did. I think the Hon’hle the Chi^ 
Minister owes an explanation to the House as to why these prisoners are 
stiH being kept in jails. 

Mr. tFlAICIRt 1 can see the force of the point of order raised by 
Mr. Jakn, but at the same time I am bound to state that when this motion 
was moved, speeches were made with regard to tibe release cl polNioal 
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prisoMfi generally. That having been allowed, these thiage beeome 
relevant, bat that, I consider, must not be made the main oonaideration. 
The main point for consideration is that release has not been effected 
pursuant to orders of the High Court and the Fe<leml Court; so far as other 
points are concerned certainly I will allow him to develop his argument. 

The Hoii'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: Sir, three-fourths of the 
speeches of the honourable members opposite were confined to the actions 
of the Ministers generally and only one-tenth, if not less than that, waa 
used with regard to their release. I think it is quite pertinent to refer to 
the actions of the past Ministry because after all I find that very con-^ 
veniently the Leader of the Opposition has not taken any part in the 
debate 

Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ > I will apeak nfter you have fliii«h«d. 

TN Hon'lil. KIwwia fir NAZiMUDOiNi Sir, the various strioiuree 

that have appeared in the judgment either of the Federal Court or of th# 
High Court refer to the action of the Ministry when the Leader of tb# 
Opposition was in charge and it was he who was responsible for giving 
approval and snnetion to the procedure which has been so generally criticised 
and attacked. 

Now, Sir, before I deal w’ith the main point let me again point out what 
this Ministry has done. I maintain that there is no previous record — at 
least so far as India is concerned — where the Ministry deliberately released 
members of the Opposition just before a session of the House, so tlmt they 
may come and attack the Ministry. Sir, my friend Mr. Basu enquired a* 
to whiit I have done so far as members of this House are f^>noenied. 1 am 
sure he ought to know by now the number of members of this Hoiihc w^ho 
liave been released and that these releases were effected on the evc of the 
session and not after — alw’ays before the commencement of the session. 
(Mr. Santosh Kcmar Basf : But ten times more liavc not l)een released. V 
One of the most moving speeches in this House today was made by a member 
who was made a security prisoner by the previous Government and released 
by us and thus enabled by us to be put in a position to make a spei^ch and 
he belongs to a party which supported incarceration in jail. 

Mr. HAAIPAOA 6NATT0FADHYAY : f m Wt 

¥iapf I Yf I 

TiM Hon’blt Klnvtja fir NAZIMUDOINl I am glad that there is evf» 

this very minute little admission that it is good work that we have donp and 
even that coming from my friends opposite is something. 

. But, Sir,*^the question is that as far as this judgment of the Federal 
Court is coneented, it refers only to the eight prisoners against whom 
appeals were filed. (Cries of “No’*- *'No'* from the Opposition bendbes.^ 
It is no use for the honourable members saying ^*No’*. Our legal advitara 
hava si^ ihal. 
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Or. SyAMArRAtAD M00KER4EE: Have you read the judgmeat 

Tht Hmi'MKIiwaJa Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Part of it. 

Mr* dOGiiH CHANDRA GUPTA: Their advice was quite wrong and 
in each case they have been wrong and we have been right. 

Tha HOfl’bl# Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; As far as our legal advisers 
are concerned, the Federal Court referred to the judgment of those against 
wliom appeals have been filed and out of those eight persons two have been 
Taleased. This shows that when we are satisfied that releases can be made 
without jeopardising the safety of the province, releases are made. As far 

the other security prisoners are concerned, they have got a right to move 
habeoi corpus petition and we undertake not only to forward it but to give 
them legal facilities for consultation before and during the pendency of the 
haheoi corpus petition before the court. 

Sir, no court, either the High Court or the Federal Court, has pronounced 
mny opinion as regards the merits of the detention of these persons, that is 
to aay, on account of certain technical flaws in the procedure, the detention 
hat been declared illegal. But the question I would like to ask the members 
opposite — ^l)r. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has asked many (piestions and in 
return I only ask one question. (Dr. Syamaphasad M(>okkk.iek : Without 
answering mine I) Do they realise why thc.se persons are detained and do 
they realise what is the ri.sk to this province if these jierKons are released? 
<Mr. Kiran Sankau Roy: Nil.) It means assistance to enemy who may 
invade our province. 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Certainly not 

Mr. dOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA; It is a gresit (alumiiy. They will 
£ght much more with any aggressor. 

Mr. OHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, we expect some sense from the 
Chief Miniaier. 

Mr. SPEAKER: This is quite sense to him and to a Large section of 

ihe House. 

Thg Hon'bli Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am surprised at the 
members taking this attitude tliat there is no justification for their detention. 
I cannot understand how the members opposite can, say* so when ihey them- 
aelves were responsible for putting them there. In December, 1941, when 
we gave up office, the number of security prisoners was 300, but when wo 
Teenmed office again, the number of security prisoners had risen to about 
1,500. So, 1,200 more persons were placed in detention in the mean time. 
May 1 ask, why, if you knew that everyone of them was innocent, did you 
|daoa these persons under detention? Is it your point that there was som^ 
juitiheation for putting them under detention? If so, what ground have 
you to say that that justification does not exist now? (A voice from the 
iPiqwtio’A bimehea: Disturbances are over.) As far as disturbances a#e 
Uiuoonied, those gentlemen belonged to the subveVsive movemmit. As far aa 
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Congftis pure and simple as a political organisation is concerned, the majo 
portion of them have been' released by us. (Mr. Nieak Sakkar Rov 
Question.) I am absolutely correct. As far as members of the subversiv 
organisations are concerned, they would not have been put under detentioi 
but for the fact that they belonged to subversive organisations and thei 
subversive activities were there. May I ask those gentlemen : Bid you pu 
them under detention knowing that they were innocent? I maintain ant 
I take full responsibility for this — I am not one of those who do not tak 
reeponsibility. I have had the advantage of discussing not only witl 
officials and the Deputy luspector-deneral, Intelligence Branch, but I havt 
had the advantage of discussing with some of the leaders of the various 
subversive organisations and 1 have gone to great lengths in trying to con 
vince myself whether there was any justification or not. I may state tba 
when we came into office first in 1937 the number was between J12,600 anc 
3,000. We released everyone of them in 1937. When again we startec 
re-arresting some of them, it was done with utmost care and whatever maj 
be said about the procedure since 194*.^, in raj' time arrests were not made 
until my previous approval was taken and cases of persons discussed. I may 
state, as 1 have ^^Uited before, that I had refused to pul under arrest members 
of the Jugantar Party. It is only when 1 was in Haznrihagh that the then 
Home Minister agreed to their arrest. Sir, I maintain that 1 take particular 
care and wherever i>oHsihle and whenever cases are brought to my notice, 
I try to go into them. As far as these cases are concerned, the procedure 
adopted has been declared by the High Poiirt and tlie Federal Court to be 
not correct, and we are taking steps to review all the cases according to the 
procedure which would he approved by the Court. Wherever we will find 
that persons should he released, 1 (un assure the House that those persons 
will he released. We are trying t^i expedite their releases, but inembem must 
realise that there is a constant propaganda going on fmm Suigon and other 
places calling upon j)erMuiH here to try to be active so far as sabotage is 
concerned. The} must realise that they are trying to have contacts with 
their local agents and the honourable inerabtTs know that there are persona 
here like Mr. .Taiprakash Naraiii who had actually been in Calcutta recjently, 
and I think must of you km»w that be had been trying to organise 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: How do we know? 

Tht Hon’M Khwaja fir NAZIMUDDIN: Most of you know unofficially. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Then why is it that he was not arrested? 

Thi HoiKMa KlHiira]a $ir NAZIMUDDIN l Because the informaiioii was 
received by us after he had left Calcutta. We would not have eUowad him 
to leave Calcutta if we had got timely information. 

Sir, 1 can say this much that there are members of the Congress 
>rgaiiisation irhom nobody would have ever dreamt of being active and who 
rere active, and we knew that they were active. It was admitted ty the 
nembers of the Congress that this was so. Our information is not wrong. 
Mr. JOQMSB CHAK0RA OuPTA : We cannot understand that.) Mr. Jogesh 
Sandra Oupta may not understand that, but there are many people who 
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Pl«aie don’t think that all of them can be released without 
jeoj^difling the safety of the province. Why is it that the members of the 
Communist party were being attacked? Who were those people who were 
attacking and why were they attacking!’ The Mahasabha and the Muslim 
League members do not make murderous attacks against each other. Why 
is it that murderous attacks were launched upon the Commnnist party 
members in Dacca, Mymensingh and Narayanganj? It was because these 
people advocated support to the war effort. 

Sir, as I have said, Government are reviewing the cases of individual 
prisonem and according to a recent decision, we will have to review* all the 
cases and wherever possible we shall release them. 

(Mr. A. E. Fazlul Huq rose to speak.) 

Dfa NALINAKiHA SAIIYALt Sir, the question be now put. 

Hr, A. K. PAZLUl. HMQ: Sir, I am trying to explain 

Mr* PAZLUII RAHMAN: On a point of order, Sir. It is the tradition 
of this House that after the Chief Minister has spoken, no other member of 
this House will he allowed to speak, even if he be the Leader of the 
Of^osiiion. I think you, Sir, as Speaker and as custodian of the rights and 
privileges of this House will not allow it. 

Mr, iPIAKERc Order, order. Mr. Faslul Huq, why did you not 
•peak before? 

Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: Because I thought that the issue before the 
House is so simple that Sir Nazimuddin would be able to understand it 

Mr. SPEAKER: No speech is necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, let the question be now put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 want to know, Mr. Fazlul Huq, why you did not 
speak so long. On n debate like this it w^es expected that you would speak, 
but you did not spe;ik. You are now* asking my permission to speak. Why 
should I use my discretion in your favour? 

Mr. AIDULLA-AL MAHMOOD: Let the question be now put. 

Mr« A* K, PAZLUL HUQ: Sir, in course of his speech Sir Nafimuddin 
made certain observations regarding the kte Ministry which require to be 
explained to this House. It is for this reason that I ask your leave to make 
« very brief statement explanatory of the position of the previous Minieiry. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Frequent references have no doubt been made to tbo 
last Ministry. I think in his speech Sir Naximuddin made a direct referenoe 
to ^ last Home Minister and therefore I allow you to explain very briefly. 

Tilt HuiPSIt Kliwaia Sir NAZIMUDOIN: On a point of order, Sir: 
The dosure has been moved 

^ riM, EYED lADRUDOlidAl I am also on a point of order, Sit. 



1»«| AWOlTBNMSIfTliOlIOir. Ms 

l|f^ SPSAKCRs Order, order. Tee, Sir Kaiiiiiuddi]i. 

Til# Hon’lil# Klmrtii fir NAZIMUDOIN: Sir, ma.v I submit humbly 
that closure has been moved and you kive got the right to reject it if 
you think that it has not been fully discussed. I submit that I began to 
speak only when no other member rose to speak. If you are satisfied that 
the matter has not been fully discussed, then y<iu can reject it ; otherwise 
you ought to accept it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am absolutely convinced that the matter has Imen 
fully discussed, not only fully discussed, but many matters iK)t quite xelevant 
to the issue have been raised, and I have allowed them. The Opposition 
made references incidentally and the Government side made direct 
references. It was an important inter-connected matter. Now, it is not 
that I am going to allow Mr. Fajslul Huq to make a speech or to introduce 
any new matter wliatsoever. What I am going to say is that when direct 
reference has been made to him, he was perfectly justified to speak. It 
was his option to ri.se to speak on a matter like this or not, but when direct 
reference has been made from this siile ami after that not one member has 
spoken from the Opposition. I think it is only fair that he should be allowed 
just to submit his explanation not by wa,\ of attacking anybody, or by way 
of a speech, but just by way of a personal exphtnation. 

Mf. FAZLUR RAHMAN: But what about the closure motion}^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: After Mr. lazlul Huq hnishe.s, 1 shall consider that. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, Sir Naziniuddin is a 
Barrister-at-law but not a lawyer 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry I cannot allow that. That is not the point. 
What is your personal explanation? 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: The iMHue before the House is whether in 
view of tlie judgment delivered by the Calcutta High Court and the Federal 
Court { U proar ) . 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr, A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: 1 said that the is»»ue was whether in view 
of the judgments of the Calcutta High Court and of the FedemI Court these 
political prisoners should .still l>e detained in prison. I submit, therefore, 
(Interruption). 

RPZAKER: Order, order, Mr. Fazlul Huq, will you please resume 
your seat? 

I am surprised to see that whenever Mr. Fazlul Huq has risen to speak, 
<^truction, is being placed. I soy at once th#t I will not tdeirate any 
obstruction in the way of either the Lead^ of tbe House or the Leader of 
the Oppoeition. You all know that above all rules there k thk oanTestion 
lhai at any stage or at any time the Leader of the House and the Leader of 
Ha Oppositaan are ealiOad «o make m Mad HaiolafO I Ikope that 
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jumousnmeitp motion. 


[16th Ssiir^r 


will keep ailettt when the Leader of the Oppesiiioa makes his 
pers^l explanation. The moment he goes astray or out of order, I will 
certainly oaU him to order. 

Mr# ABDUII RAHMAH SIDDIQI: ^May I respectfully draw your atten- 
tion to thisP (Cries of “sit down, sit down” from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER S 1 have allowed Mr. Siddiqi to make his submission. 

Ilf« ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI* 8ir, I have been disturbed by your 
new ruling. First of all, you said that you allowe<l Mr. Fazlul Huq to 
offer his personal explanation. (Interruption.) I respectfully submit I 
want to understand your ruling. Now, the second time you gave your 
ruling you were good enough to tell us that Mr. Fazlul Huq was speaking 
in his right as the Leader of the Opposition. May 1 know in which capacity 
he is speaking? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, Mr. Siddiqi, lliat of all persons you should 
rise on a point like this. The point is this. I have allowed Mr. Fazlul 
Huq to speak by way of personal explanation and not to speak as Leader 
of the Opposition. But as there wos so much interruption, I pointed out 
the convention to the House. Even at this stage, if I so desired, I could 
have allowed him to speak as Leader of the Opposition. 

Niwabiacii K. NAtARULLAH: Let us hear him 

Mr. A. K. PAZLUL HUQ: Thank you. Sir, as I was submitting to 
the House, the issue really was whether in view of these two admissions, 
these political prisoners should still he detained in custody. In tlmt view 
of the matter, whether under the previous Government the number of 
prisoners w^as 1,50() while under the regime previous to that the number 
was only 816 or what the number is is utterly irrelevant. The natural 
conclusion from the judgment of the Federal Court is that these politifjal 
prisoners should be released forthwith. (Interruption.) I submit what the 
previous Ministry did may be absolutely wrong. That is not the point at 
issue now. Sir Nezimuddin says that the Federal Ck)urt judgment has com- 
l^tely upset practically the High Court judgment. I ask him, Sir, if that 
is the case and if that is the opinion of the Government legal advisers, why 
should he ask for leave to appeal to the Privy Council ? 

Mr. BREAKER: I am sorry to interrupt you. I think that the matter 
h^ been sufficiently discussed. 

Mr. RAZLUR RAHMAN: May I ask one question? 

Mr. BREAKER: Why put a question at this stage? The question 
before the House is the closure motion. 

Dr. NAUNAKBHA BANYALi As there is no other speaker, you may 
put the adjounmient motion itself and not the closure motion. 

Mr.BRiAKBR: U that is the desire of the House I have no objection 

Mr* RAUlMB RAIIMANi We have no objection to that. 



AWOtTKNMENT MOTION. 
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Tii#4ldjourttiiieiit nation of Mr. Jogesli Chandra Gnpta that the huainaaa. 
of the Aeaembly do now adjourn to diacuse a definite nuitter of urgent puhiio 
importance and of recent occurrence, namely, the failure of the Bengal 
Oovermnent to set at liberty persons purported to have been detained under 
rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules in spite of the decision of the Oakutta 
High Court and the recent decision of the Federal Court of India deokring 
the procedure adopted by the Bengal Government regarding detention aa 
contrary to law and improper, was then put and a division called. 

(After the ringing of the bell W4i.s over and order was given by 
Mr. Speaker to close the doors, the following interjections took pkce.) 

Dr. NALiNAKSHA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have seen four 
or five persons entering the Chamber after your order to close tbo dooxt. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 saw only Mr. Sahabe Alain entering the Chambar 
after my order to close the doors; the others entered just in time. 

Mr. Saliahe Alam, will you please ualk out? 

(Mr. Sahabe Akm left the Chamber.) 

The adjournment motion was then put to vole and a division taken, with 
the following result: — 


AYE8*~a2. 


Abdul Majid, Mauivi (Myrnantlnib). 
Abdul Wahad, Maulvl. 

Abu Hottain Sarkar, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. 8yad. 

Aiimuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Badruddola, Mr. Syad. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nafh. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Batu, Mr. BanCaah Kumar. 

Bhawmlk, Dr. Qabinda Chandra. 

Biswas, Mr. Surandra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Harlpada. 
Chaudhurl, Ral Harandra Nath. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Daa Qupta, Dr. 4, M. 

Das Oupta, Brijut Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

Odhii, Mr. Narandra Nath. 

Dutta Dupta, Misa Mira. 

Faiiui Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Dhoat, Mr. Atm Krishna. 

Riattiddin Ahm^ Mr. ^ 

Qupta, Mr. dPBieh Chandra. 

Qyasuddin Ahmad Ghaudhury, AttiatfJ. 
Naaham Alt Khan, Khmi Bahadur 
Matihri. 

Idrlt Ahmad Mia, Maulvl. 


dalan, Mr. 1. 0, 
danab All M alum d a r, Mamvf. 
Khan, Mr. D ibs n Q ra LaB. 


Kundu, Mr. NIthItha Nath. 

Lahiri, Babu Aahutoth. 

Mail, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Malumdar, Mra. Hamaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Blrat Chandra. 
Maniruiiaman lalamabadl, Maulana MC 
Maqbul Hotaln, Mr. 

Maakarjas, Dr. Byamapraaad. 

Muhammad Batalman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Mukarji. Mr. Dhlrandra Narayan. 
Mukhariaa, Mr. B. 

Mukharjl, Dr. Bharat Chandra. 

Mulllafc, Brljut Aahutaah. 

Naskar, Mr. Nam Chandra. 

Paul, Blr Narl Sanfcar. 

Rahman. Khan Bahadur A. M. L, 
RamiiuMln Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Cham Chandra. 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Bankar. 

Ray, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Ray, Mr. Patlram. 

Banyal, Or. Nallnalitha. 

Ban, Mr. Atm Chandra. 

•an, Mr. Dhlrindra Nath. 

Ban, dOBtih Chandra, Rai Bahadur^ 
•haiiadafl, Mr. 

•h a m audflin Ahmad, Mr. 

•Inlia, Brtlut Manindra Bhusan. 

Bur, Mr. Narandra Kumar. 

WaHur Rahman, Mamvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


Md. 

Abdm Naht, Mr. MIraa. 

Mr. (Khulna) 


NOEB-111. 

Abdm Hakim VIk ram p u rl, Maulvl m4L 
Abdm HamW, Mr. A. M. 

Abdm Karim, m. 

Abdm Lattf BtaiMi, Maulvl. 



ADJOUBNMEirT ICOTiOE. 
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mm.sri.'Sr. 

HMM* tt itm i m , KHtii lifiaiiir A. P. M. 
Mm Haliiiitfi Mr. 

KiMliM MMmMOtf, Mr. 

AMir AMUMd, MmHvI MU. 

AMiir Rauf, KKan iihadur Maulvl t. 
CNMirrali). 

AMiat •iMtMid, MaiHvi Md. 

AM rail, Mr. Md. 

AM Nathlm, Maulvl. 

AM Hoaain Ahmad, Mr. 

AM Matud, Kail. 

AM Ouaaam, Maulvl. 

Ahmad All MrURia, Maulvl. 

Ahmad Motaln, Mr. 

Ahaiuddifi Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 


Affllmillah, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 

Anhr All Mia, Maulvl Md. 

AIM Haamiln Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Rarma, tha Nan'bla Mr. BramhaH. 


Rlrkmyr^ Sir Hanry, Bart. 

BMaa, iabu Lahahml Narayan* 
fim. Mr. Raalk Lai. 

MiiraiNirty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chlppandaia, Mr. 4. W. 

Oaa, Ra; Sahib Anubm Chandra. 

Oat, Ral Sahib KIrit Bhutan. 

Dm Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Bdbar, Mr. Uoandimth. 
farhad Raia ChaRdhury, Mr. M. 
Barhttt Bana Khanahi, Basum. 
raMid Ouadlr, Khan Bahbdur Maulvl. 
faitur Rahman, Mr. (Daaea). 

•MHW, Mr. R. A. 

OimrMl, th. Hwi'M. Mr. THltl Chandra. 
BflfRtflt, Mr. C. 

OuBtat Mr. 4. N. 

Qurung, Mr. Oambar Singh. 

Nahtuddin Choudhurl, Maulvl. 
NamWuddln Ahmad, khan Sahib. 
Natanuiiaman, Maulvl Md. 

HlrtMl, Mr. M. A. f. 


Iiate, Mr. H. R.* 
iRiMani, 


, Mr. M. A. H,, li.R.E. 

'•isa » **• 


[16 th Strr., 

fssssisr^sssf. 

UiMi, Mr. JMm. 

MraCM-, Mr. 0. a. 

MaRlitratii, Mr. o. p. 

MaftnidMn Ahawd, Or. (Baara). 

SSSTSrf&W* 

S'’- ■“*'» 

S*"$!’ **’’• Clhwdra. 

Sy*^. ?■"* ^Ofwidra Nath. 

ssrt? 

Kra,*.“;.sr 

Mwpn, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

MetiMn All MMfah, MaulM M. 

Mara mn w l Hiiq, Maidvl Md. 

Muhammad Ithaqut, Maulvl. 

**" Tarahnath, 

S"!!!?!^' Bvhary. 

MullM, Om Hon’M. Mr. Pulln BMiary. 

-Muatagavnai Ha^, Mr. Bind. 
Natarudah, Naatahtada K. 

".cITe^ Klhvaja, tha Han-Ma Mr, 
NearaddIn, Mr. K. 

P«il.* Mr!* jI’ a! 

Ralkut, Mr. Pratamia Dab. 

RaJIbuddln Tartfdar, Maulvl. 

Rtitur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sanruddin Ahmad, Ha)l. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhutudan. 

Saralul lalam, Mr. 

®*“*ymAdln, tha Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja, 

Singha, Babu Kahatra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu LItu Munda. 
Smyth-Oabmirna, Mr. o. 6. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Stavan, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Suhram^, tha Hon Ma Mr. H. S. 
^teuddlfi Khan, tha Ran*bla Mr. 
Walkar, Mr. 4. R. 

Walkar, Mr. W, A. M., C.B.E. 
Wordawarth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yuauf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmad Ohaudhury, Maulvl. 

Zillur Rahman Shah Chaudhury, Matdvi. 


The A,ve« beiny 62, and the Noes 111, the motion was lost. 


MUBuniRisRtd 


The Houte snu* then adjourned at 6^5 p.m. till 2-00 p.m. on Friday iU 
nth September. 1943, at the Ataembly House, Calcutta. 
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IIS' 

PiM«iBdiiigt of the Bencal Legislative Assemblr assembled imdei 
ibe provisions of the Government India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in tihe Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
17th September, 1943, at 2-30 p.m. 

PrMent: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon'ble Mr. Sted Nausher Ali) in the Chair» 
13 Hon’ble Ministers and 185 memliers. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were ghren) 

Co-ofMraiive stores m Bengel. 

•36e Mr. 8IBNATH BANERJEEs («) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Co-operative Oedit and Rural Indebtedness Department be 
pleased to lay on the Table a statement showing for 1940-41 and 1941-42— 

(t) the names of Co-operative Stores functioning in Bengal; 

(ii) the numW of share-holders; 

(Hi) share capital subscribed; 

(tv) working capital; 

(r) total value of goods sold; and 
(i*t) net profit or loss earned 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state — 

(/) what financial or other help was given by Government to them; and 
{ti) whether any facility or prefereme whs gi\rn to these Stores for 
selling articles at controlled rates)'' 

(c) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware of the fact that the attempts of the 
Sowrah Co-operative Stores Limited, for getting sut h preference or facility, 
ha^^e been turned down 1>\ the auth(»rities at Tlowiah? 

(d) Is it a fact that the^e Stores are meant for helping j»rice-control and 
proper distribution of essential ((unmodities at controlled prices? 

(e) Do the Government contemplate to form such Stores and also to help 
such Stores where they exist? 

Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR RAHAMAN (on behalf of tha Hon*hlo 
Mr. Jogondra Nath Mondal): (ii) (i) A Iwt of .‘iucli Hloreit in laid on the 
Library Tahir. 

1»4041 1941-42. 

{ii) 5,7010 6,075 

Ba. Ra. 

(Mi) 1, 09, 077 1,16,617 

(iv) 1,80,966 1,90,166 

(p) 5,10316 632.000 



QUESTIONS. [17th 8w*., 

(w) P«pit earned daring the years 1940-41 and 1941-42 is Bs.10,068 and 
Bi.23,5(K) respe^^tively. 

(6) (t) No financial help ia given. Help in the shape of technical advice 
and taldng of stock is freely given. 

(it) Special facility and preference have been given in some cases. 

(c) Yes, as supplies available did not admit of increasing the number of 
shops already approved. 

(d) Primary objects of these societies are honest dealing and supplying 
of wholesome commodities at reasonable prices. 

(e) Government is encouraging the formation of such Stores specially in 
view of the present emergency and is also helping the existing Stores in 
securing supply as far as practicable. 


Ooiiaothn fliiil. 

•37. Mr. liWAR MS dALANs (a) Will the Hon^le Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to state — 

(i) how the amount of collective fines are to be realised; 

(u) the persons on whom the amounts are to be levied; 

. (Hi) the assessment for each 8U(;h person ; and 

(tv) the time of realisation and the exemptions determined in each caseP < 

(b) Are the fines imposed at the initiative and on the recommendation 
of the District Magistrate in every case? 

(0) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether his approval or consent is obtained in each case, 
either previous to the imposition or subsequently? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(1) what are the respective amounts of collective fines so far imposed 

and levied in different parts of Bengal up to the latest date idf 
which figures are available; and 

(it) what are the respective number of individuals on whom the fines 
have been imposed in each case? 

(e) How many of the (>erson8 assessed for such fines are — 

(1) Hindus; and 

(2) Muslima? 

<y) I« ir a fact that in a number of cases fines have been imposed on 
persons who had been' absent from the places for a long time? ‘ 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what are the mftTimnm 
am<mx)ite tossed to be paid by one individual in each district in which 
l^llective fines have been impost? 



QTIKSTlCWa. IM 

tCMw iMir MONAMMED AU (M MuM •( th* HMWt Khmla 

Sif IlilinilUlditI) (<»)(») Th« honourable member is referred to aub* 
• section ( 4 ) of section 3 of the Collective Fines Ordinance, 1942, 

(u) The honourable member is referred to sub-section (1) of section 3 
of the Collective Finea Ordinance, read with the explanation to that section, 
and to sub-section (2) of that section. 

(tu) The principle upon which assessment is made is laid down in sub- 
section (3) of section 3 of the Collective Fines Ordinance to which the atten- 
tion of the honourable member is invited. The compilation of detailed lists 
of assessees for each collective fine imposed would involve an expenditure 
of time and labour which I am not prepared to sanction. 

(ir) The time of realisation is determined by the District Magistrate in 
each case; Government have not full details and their compilation would 
involve a disproportionate expenditura of time and trouble. Exemptions 
under sub-section (2) of section 3 of the Ordinance, in so far as they are 
made by Government, are duly notified, and I refer the honourable member to 
the relevant notifications. 

tb) District Magistrates are now empowered to impose collective fines, 
under certain conditions and up to certain financial limits, by delegation 
under sub-section (lA) of section 3 of the Ordinan<*e. In cases where fines 
have been imposed by Government, the recommendations of the District 
Magistrate and Commissioner have l)een obtained in each case. 

(c) The approval or consent of the Minister in charge of the Homo 
Department is not required in cases where the District Magistrates exercise 
powers delegated to them. In every other (‘a.se his njtproval is obtained 
before the imposition of the fine. 

(d) (i} I refer the honourable gentleman to the answer being given 
during the current session of the Assembly to question No. 38 by Mr. Atul 
Krishna Ghosh. 

(it) and (e) I have no details and their compilation would involve an 
amount of labour which would be disproportionate to the results obtained. 

(/) Yes: in some cases. 

(ff) I will enquire and communicate the results to the honourable member 
when received. 


Collective flnoe. ' 

*38. Mr. ATUL KRIAHNA CHOSE 8 (a) Will the HonUde Minister in^ 
charge of the Home I>ei»artnient be pleased to state — 

• (t) in howmany places in Bengal the Government has imposed collective 
fines; apd 

(tf) the amount imposed and realised in each place? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of withdrawing 
all Uie orders of collective fines all over Bengal? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[17th SiPT., 


, Miadur MOHAilMED ALI (on bolialf of tho Hon’blo Kliwija 

Sir Hazimiilklin)* (a) I refer the honourable member to the statement and 
copies of notifications which are laid on the Library Table. 

Details of fines realised are not available. 

(6) No, Sir. 

Porsono dealt with under Defence of India Rules in the district of Birbhum. 

•30. Dr. 8ARAT CHANDRA MUKHERdI: (a) WiU the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Deiwirtraent be pleased to lay on the Table 
e statement showing the number of persons — 

(i) arrested ; 

(it) convhited ; 

(iii) detained as security prisoners; and 

(iv) under-trial prisoners since August, 1942, up to February 25, 1943, 

under the Defence of India Buies, in the district of Birbhum? 

(b) Will the Hon’ hie Minister be pleased to state the — 

(t) numbers; 

(ii) names of convicted prisoners classified in I and II, and how many 
' made C class? 

(c) What are the names of the classifiwl prisoners and their jieriod of 
convictions ? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to say what was the basis 
of the (dassiticution ? 

(e) Why Hahu .Totish Lai (ihose of Sinthiu was classified as a ‘T*’ c1h>s 
prisoner although the trying court gave him the Division II? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
iir Naiimuddin) s (o) to (<) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(</) I refer the honourable member to tlu provisions of rule 617 of the 
Bengal Jail (’ode, Volume I, 7th edition, a copy of which is placed in the 
Libi ary. 

(c) So prisoner of the name upj)ears to have been convicted in the district. 

Impoeition of bon on ’’Khodi Pratisthans”. 

•40. Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department l»e pleased to state 

(i) the present number of A*^W/-producing organisations that have 

Wn banned by the Government; and 

(ii) whether the production of khadi has been stopped? 

(h) Is it a fact that — , 

(t) these lAflrfi-producing organisations used to provide many 
families in North Bengal and East Bengal; and 
(if) theae organisations used to add general stock of doth in the 
Province? 



QUOESTlONS. 
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(c) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
he pleased to state whether Government contemplate to withdraw the ban 
to enable these organisations to produce khadi as usual? 

Khtfi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’blo Khwa|a 
Sir Nazimuddin) S (a){i) Details of associations declared unlawful or 
notified under the Indian Criminal Law Amendment Act, 1908, will be found 
in the notifications mentioned in the list laid on the Table, of which copies 
are in the Calcutta Gazette to be found in the Library. 

(ii) and (6) I have no information. 

(c) Does not arise. 

List of Notifications referred to in reply to clause (a) (t) of starred question 

No. 40. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 2150;LP., dated the 30th 
November, 1942. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 218()()-P., dalcnl the IHth 
December, 1942. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 47-I^, dated the oth 
January, 1943. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 41>-P., date<l the tlih 
January, 1943. 

Home (Political) Depjirtment Notification No. 73-P., dated the 7th 
January, 1943. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 276-P., dated the 22nd 
January, 1943. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 304-P,, dated the 23rd 
January, 1943. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 780-P., dated the 22nd 
February, 1943. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 794.P., dated the 22r»d 
February, 1943. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 913-P., dated the 27ih 
February, 1943. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 914-P., dated the 27th 

Februiuy, 1943. 

, Home (Political) Department Notification No. 986-P., dated the 6th 
March, 1943. 

Home (Political) Department Notification No. 1049-P., dated the 6^ 

Mirdi, 1943. 



m 


QUESflOVS. 


[17th Swrr., 


•MPPly or olotliw, •««., to atoHrity priwMn. 

•«l. Mr. NiiHITHA MATH KUNDU: (a) WiU the Hon’bk Minuter 
in charge of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state— 

(») the date when six months of detention under rule 26 of the Defence 
of India Rules were completed in case of Pandit Dharanath 
Bhattacharyya ; 

(m) the date of his arrest under rule 26 of the Defence of India Rules- 
and ’ 

(m) whether cloths, punjabis, paijamat, towels, guenzey, cap, etc., which 
became due to the security prisoners after the completion of the 
period of six months of detention were supplied to him by the jail 
authorities of the Presidency Jail up to 1st June, 1943? 

(b) If the answer to (a)(ui) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons therefor P 

(c) What steps, if any, do the Government i»ntemplate to take for the 
timely supply of the articles to the security prisoners P ' 


Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'blo Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): („)(,) The 22nd April, 1943. 

(»«) 1 he 11th October, 1942. (Presumably the honourable member refers 

to his arrest under rule 129 and not rule 2C of the Defence of India Rules.) 

.. 1 . statement of articles supplied up to the Ist June, 1943, is laid on 

the Table. 


(b) aiul (c) Do not ariiie. 


Statement of article, mpplied up to the l,t June, 1943, referred to in reply 
to clause (Hi) of starred 


Dhuties — 6. 
Bedsheeis — 2. 

Towels — 2. 
Handkerchiefs — 6. 
Mosquito net — 1. 
Woollen wrapper—-!. 
Pillow — 1. 

Mattress — 1. 

Quilt— 1. 


question No, 41. 
Flannel shirts — 2. 
Shoe — 1 pair. 
Sandal — 2 pairs. 
Trouser — 1 pair. 
Shirts — 4. 

Guenzey (fatua) — 3. 
Socks — 2 pairs. 
Pillow covers — 2. 
Sital Pati — 1. 


OompottMtion paid for aarioultural land raqiiiaitioiiad imdor Dataioo of Intfa 


w. »H‘MMDRA NATH DUTTAl (a) WiU the Hon'ble 

Muuilw m diarge of the ReTtmue Dopurtment be {deased to sUte whether the 
rote of compensation per acre determined on crop basis aUowod to Ihf 
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owneri immovable propwtiee in respect of tbeir agnoultural lands, 
requisitioned under rule 75A of the Defence of India Rules, has been increased 
having regard to the abnormal rise in price of the agricultural lands? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Kinister 
be pleased to state the extent to which the rate is enhanced ? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister bo 
pleased to state the reasons therefor? 

(d) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(i) the present rate of compensation per acre; and 

(it) the rate of compensation prevailing in 1942, in Tippera, regarding — 

(1) agricultural nal lands, 

(2) bhiti lands where crops are grown, 

(3) * chara Icmds where also crops are g^rown, 

(4) homestead lands, and 

(6) baffdji lands where there are fruit-bearing trees? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Oovomment 
are considering the desirability of increasing the rate in the district of 
Tippera? 

(/) If so, to what extent? 


MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hlf 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) Yes. 

(b) Compensation for agricultural laud is |muJ on the basis of net profit 
which is calculated at 75 per cent, of the gross outturn of the land. The 
yield of each crop is calculated on the ha-sis of available statistical informa* 
tion and is com[)ute(l into cash at the price of the crop generally prevailing 
at the time of piiyment. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) (f) The rate of compensation varies with fluctuations of the prioot 
of each crop in each locality. 

(ii) (1) Rs. 100 per acre generally. 

(2) to (5) Rs. 60 per acre generally. 

(c) and (/) In view of the reply to (b) above, the questions do not 
•rise. 

Mr. OHIRENDRA NATH OATTAs Is the Hon’ble Minister awer# 

that there is a fiat rate per acre prevailing in the year 1943? 

. Tilt Hon’blt Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: No. 

Mr« DHIRINORA MATH OATTA* Will the Hon’We Itmister ^ 

pleased to give us an estimate as to what was the rate that was paid m 

Wy, 1948? 



POINT OP PRIVILEGE. [Hth Sept., 

The Hon'Me Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEAs I want notice. 

Mr. EHAHEOALli With reference to answer (d)(ii), will the Hon’ble 
J^iiter be pleased to state whether he was satisfied that compensation was 
giTen at that rate in the district of TipperaP 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK H^TH MUKERJEA: Yes, Sir, that is the 

report of the District Officer. 

Mr. SHAHEDALIi Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to make an 
enquiry as to whether compensation was paid at that rate? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: I shall enquire. 

Mr. OHIREMORA MATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister make 
an enquiry in order to determine what is the rate that is now paid in the 
year 1943 P 

The Hoil'ble Mr. TARAK MATH MUKERJEA: I have already 

answered that and 1 have nothing more to add. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was the price of paddy per muund in July, 1942? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice. 


Point of privilogo. 

11**1*^ *“ *^******* I rise on a point of privilege. I most 
rwpectfully draw your attention to the fact that yesterday when a member 
Of tks House entered the Chamber a few .seconds later after the closing of 
the division you asked him to withdraw from the House, presumably in 
zeroise of the powers under seiliou lo of the Rules of Business of' the 
House. In this connection I beg to submit that as an effect of the with- 
.toBwal order under this rule the memlHT who is ordered to withdraw shall 
abwnt himself during the remainder of the day’s meeting. If he is 
OTdered to withdraw a second time, he may Imi directed to absent himself 
for any further period during the session. It appears that the punishment 
U meant only m teases of grossly disorderly conduct on the part of any 
member. It might be, Sir, that the member entered the Chamber yester- 
day a few seconds after the closing of the division through mere 
inadvertence and in that case, Sir, I submit that such punishment had been 
really a very heavy punishment. It is far from my mind to question the 
propriety of your order. We have so far noticed that you took recourse to 
wat authority under that rule with utmost caution and restraint. I there- 
fore request you to consider whether in cases like these it would not be 
better and desirable to ask the member not to record his vote or if he 
exercises his vote to reject it which you have the right to do instead of 
asking him to withdraw from the House. ^ ^ 


Mf. SPEAKER! It was naver intended as a puniahment. What waa 
mtended wag that he would not be permitted to vote. I at once the 
Secretary of the Aaaembly aa to what is the procedure nader the 
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ciicumstftnces and 1 was told that the proper procedure is to ask the member 
to walk out of the House. That is what I did. I will look into the matter 
carefully and I will also consider your suggestion and I will see what ought 
to be the proper course under those circumstances. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDINs As far as I remember you asked him to leave 
the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may be that the expression used, was “le?ve”. I 
do not remember the exact language used by me. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I presume, Sir, that you intended to 
ask the member to refrain from entering the House after the closing of the 
division. 

Mr. K. NOORUDDIN: May I suggest that that part of the proceedings 
should be expunged? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ido not think that would be the proper course. 

Dr. 8Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERdEE: There is a misunderstanding, 
1 think. It should be made oleur flint he was asked only not to participate 
in the vote and not asked to leave the Hou‘^e. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: I^t that be a part of the proceedings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is no doubt about it. I have made it 
abundantly clear that my intention was never to punish him, for it was 
through inadvertence that he entered the House. 1 never meant it as a 
punishment. What 1 intended was that his vote, if recorded, should ba 
wrong and therefore I desired that be should not lie in the House. As I 
have already said, I will look into the matter very carefully and see what 
should be the actual expression to be used under these circuiiistanceH. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: He could have voted second lima. 
There was no bar. 

SPECIAL MOTIONS. 

On Food Situation. 

Dr. SYAMAPRASADMOOKER4EE: Sir, I beg to move the following 
motion. This Assembly is of opinion 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: On a point of order. Sir. Is it not 
proper that the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies should be present on a 
day like this? 

Mr. PRAMATHA MATH BANERdEEt 1 suggest that danng the 
absence of the Minister for Civil Supplies the House should atandi 
adjourned. * 

Mf. SPEAKER I If the Opposition ao think the House may be 
adjourned, but tbat will be so much loss of time on the part of the 
0|q|K»ition. 
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Hr. PltAllATfilA HATH tANIMEEi In tli« meantiine bie will 

Mr* I’lUULUq ftAHMANS Information liaa been setii to him lor coming 
to the Chamber. ^ 

Mr* fPEAKiR: I can tell you lhat Dr. Mookerjee may speak and 
tlmM are Ministers, bis colleagues, who will perhaps take note of the 
speech and do the heedful. 

Dr. EVaMAPRASAD M.OOKiRdEEs I thought the Hon'ble Minister 
for Civil Supplies was lying hidden somewhere between the Chief 
Minister and the Hon’ble Mr. Shahabuddin. I did not know that he was 
kbsent. On a matter like this the debate should not start until and unless 
the Minister is present. 

Mr. EANTOEH KUMAR BAEU: Sir, Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas might 
have been under the impression that questions should last longer than they 
have actually done- "V^^ould you allow him to move this motion afterwards? 

Mr. SPEAKER f That is another matter. If he comes, I may consider 
that question after Dr. Mookerjee has moved his motion. Dr. Mookerjee, 
are you not going to move your motion until the Minister for Civil Supplies 
comes?*' 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERdEE: Let the House be adjourned 
lor ten minutes. In the meantime intimation may be sent to the Minister. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies entered the 
Chamber.) 

Dr. SYAMAPRAiAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, I beg to move that^ 

^‘This Assembly is of opinion that the statement of the Civil Supplies 
Minister on the food situation is utterly disappointing and 
unsatisfactory. The policy pursued by the Ministry with regard 
to procurement and distribution of foodgrains and also in the 
matter of increasing production within the province has been 
completely unplanned and ineffective and has been responsible 
for a gradual deterioration of the situation leading to appalling 
famine conditions now prevalent in all parts of the province. Its 
latest action in promulgating price* control of rice without 
making suitable provision for supplies has intensely aggravated 
fhe misery of the people. The ^Ministry has failed to discharge 
the elementary responsibility of any civilised Government by its 
failure to save human lives and to procure for the people essential 
commodities for their bare existence.” 

Sir, iinoe the Aseeanbly last discussed the ,food situation it has 
llangeroitsly deterioraUd and today it pre^nts problems of a far-reaching 
nharaoter affecting the Dies and welfare of millions of Beng8d*s population. 
Sb* atalettaent of the Supplies Minister, as I have jusi now stated, is 
unsatisfactory.* It ia einpty-wcfde4 and visionkss. Judffd by 
ncitiial reatUU the food poUqy of Gciiemment has miserably failed. I 
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no^ to the personal abuses that Mr. Suhrawardy hei^ped upon me and 
others who are trying, to aUeviate human suHerings. OuOh attaoka ehould 
be iimted with the contempt they deserve. They are indeed the outomne 
of maetirly incompetence and impudence. Mr. Suhraward^' has looked at 
men and things through the prism of his^iWn mind and career, which I 
leave to-other^ to depict in true colours. >?^oday, Sir, we stand face to faoe 
before an unprecedented condition of misery and deetitution throughout 
the length and breadth of this province. ^Time will not permit me to 
discuss detailed cases of sufferings which 1 leave to others especially coming 
from the countryside. » Ijet me however emphasise that death roll mainly 
due to starvation and disease.'^ following such starvation is rapidly 
increasing. Reports of suicide, desertion of families and children^ of dead 
bodiee lying uncared for are pouring in from different parts of Bengal. 
For days and weeks people were allowed to die on the streets of Calcutta 
and they were refused admission into hospitals although A.R.P. beds were 
lying vacant. This is one of the major scandals of the present Govern* 
ment. Now Government bus partially opened the door of hospitals in 
Calcutta but this is yet to be done in the mufassfil centres in all parts of 
the province. Only last week I was in Midnapore.* In my presence there 
was the case of a person w'ho came to have liis f(M)(i at a free* kitchen and 
the very sight of food resulted in such a state of excitement that beforti the 
foml eould reaeh his mouth he lay there unconscious and never woke 
again^People complained that there w'ere beds lying vacant in the hospital 
but men w^ere allowed to die and lie sick in the streets of Midnapoye. I 
made an enquiry (►f res|K)nsihle olfi<ers. were told that 40 beds in the 

Midnapore hospital must be kept reserved lor A.lt.P. purposes. Even the 
Collector liad not the authority temporarily to place theSe beds at the 
disposal of those persons who stood in need of immediate help until 
Government passed orders to that effect. 

'XfNow Sir, in Contai, jackals and dogs have been freely feeding them* 
eelvea on dead bodiee and such animals were ordered to be shot. That WM 
an* instance which was brought to our notice by men residing in Contai 
town and the description of it is something which does not bear repetition. 
The sight of the destitute and starving people in ( alcutta, heart-rending 
as it is, is nothing compared to what is happening in rnyiassal towns and 
in the villages. 1 have myself seen innumerable ipecimens of human 
akeletons in rags, menj* women and children irrespective of caite or com- 
munity slowly proceeding to the door of death due to want of foial. While 
the suffering of the poorest classes, the landless, the homeless and tho 
penniless, has been immense, people l>elongiDg to middle closs families iritk 
fixed income or with reduced income Iwarely sufficient in ordinary times to 
keep their body and soul together are today undergoing a tmqfic process of 
alow and painful extinction. They have been the backbone of our social 
and political life. They have btM»n doing^he esseiitiak services of the natioar 
te the truesl sense of |he expression and have to.’^be saved if Bengal m to 
Jive at alE One shudders to think what the extent ^ death roll will be in 
Menga] daring 4he next few weeks and months*!r Many who may 1U 
the oold hand of death will be dtvitaliefd in a manner whiph wQl pat 
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outside tHe role of useful citizenship. The extracts that I read out 
Irott Hunter's Bural Bengal and Macaulay's Life of Lord Clive during the 
iMt session of the Assembly depicting the scenes of ruin and havoc in 
Bengal in or about 1770 will correctly apply today to the surrounding of 
Bengali life and society in 194^3 after 170 years of glorious British rule in 
this country. I earnestly call upon Mr. Conran-Smith, the Home Secretary 
to the Oovernment of India, to pay us a kindly visit to this province and 
then seek to criticise men on the spot for the so-called over-dramatisation of 
Bengal's woeful tale. In this crisis non-o£Bcial help and sympathy have 
come from all parts of India including offers of men, money, shelter and 
foodgrains. True it is that this cannot touch even the fringe of the 
colossal problem that awaits solution, but this nation-wide sympathy for 
Bengal has broken all provincial barriers and brings into prominence the 
reality of Indian unity and integrity. This sympathy puts courage and 
fortitude in the hearts of the suffering millions. It has roused public 
opinion and has made the Government realise its responsibility. It has 
focussed the attention of all India and even countries outside on Bengal's 
desperate situation. While I have alwaj's maintained that every section of 
the public, nay every individual must deem it its or his duty to do every- 
thing possible to come to the rescue of the sufferer, no matter how limited 
such scope may be, the main responsibility for feeding the people, for 
providing supplies, for creating a state of affairs which will lead 
to the saving of human lives must rest on tlie Government of the country. 
It is not my intention today to review in minute detail the policy hitherto 
pursueil by Government, but, maintaining as the Opposition does that 
Government has failed and faile<l miserably, the probable causes of such 
failure must be dispassionately examined. Such examination is to be made 
not in a narrow spirit of mere fault-finding but in order to secure a change 
of policy in administration either by agreement or by force of public 
opinion. Detailed discussion on thesse various points will take place in the 
course of the consideration of the Budget. 

first charge against the Government is that this policy of procure- 
ment from within and without has been open to grave objections. The 
Ministry started with its reckless propaganda that there was no shortage of 
foodgrains in Bengal and that hoarding was primarily responsible for the 
misery of the people. Today the Minister stands disillusioned, and he 
admite that there is acute shortage of foodgraifts. Meanwhile he haa 
wasted valuable time and pursued a policy based on wrong data during the 
last 5 months. The food drive taken in June resulted practically in driving 
food out of the rural areas of Bengal. The results of the statistics are yet 
unpublished; in fact Government dare not publish them. We demand, Sir, 
that we should know the figures for each district and subdivision in order 
to determine wbieh according to Government is a deficit area and which is 
A surplus area. 

* One of the gravest errors committed by the Ministry was to hav% 
permitted stockists and traders to purchase rice at any available price 
during and after the food drive. We want to know what stocks were 
purbbMsd, where they have been removed and where they have gone. 
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Ther^ has been no real attempt to send adequate supplies to deficit 
areas. In some places stocks have been seised and sealed and even now 
they are lying hoarded under the orders of Government although in those 
verj^ places people are actually dying of starvation. The scheme of 
purchase of avs paddy practically from all parts of the province has been 
a criminal blunder which has placed the rural areas in a state of utter 
helplessness. An amazing part of Government’s policy has been to 
encourage purchase and removal of rice even from actually distressed areas 
like Burdwan and Midiiapore. Only this morning a gentleman came from 
Ealna who reported that at least 5,(H)0 maunds of rice were purchased from 
the Kalna area by Ispahanis as ugenls of Government during the last few 
days. As you know', Kalna is an area where acuU' distress prevails today 
on account of the floods and on account (»f the low economic ctuulition 

prevailing in that area. Hegarding supidies from outside Bengal the 

original quota allotted to this province by the Government of India was 
revised in July last. I do not know how many members of the party now 
supporting Government are aware of this fact: why did the Bengal Ministry 
agree to such a reduction!^ It is a question which the Opj^sition will ask; 
it is a question which the Ministerialist parl> should ask of the Ministers 
they are supporting. ^Vliy did the Ministry agree to the reduction of the 
quota originally allott(‘d lo Ihmgul h\ the Government of India P We were 
told in a conference lhal the Ministry had n(» (jption because the Govern- 
ment of India was adaiuaiit. 1 ask, wh^ did not the Ministry resist the 

reduction, and when Bengal was unjustly treated why did it not resign 

rather than surrender 

The Hon’bifl Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: When and in what 
conference ? 

Or. 8YAM APR ASAD M00KER4EE: Mr. Suhrawardy asks, when and 
in what conference ? The last t onference in which the (juota was rciluce<l : 
the Hon’ble Minister hiinsell agreed to the reduction and Sir Jawla Prasad 
Srivastava said that the Bengal Ministry agree<l to such a rediictiotj. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I say, No. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD M00KER4EE: The reduction had been made 
Snd the Food Meml>er of the Government of India had said that the reduc- 
, tion had been made W'ith the concurrence of the Government of Bengal. 

TIi 6 Hon’bii Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: The Food Member did not 
know: it was done in spite of our protests. 

Or. SYAMAPRAiAD MOOtCERJEE: The Hon’ble Minister says that 
the reduction wa.s made in .spite of the protests of the Bengal Ministry. 
•Even if the latter statement is correct, Bengal wants to know why did the 
Bengal Ministry at all agree to such a reduction? ^^hy did they not say, 
“we wonld resign-ratber than submit to any mluction of the quota which 
ha# been allotted to the province of BengaT* P (Loud noise from the 
Coalition Benches.) 
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Now, Sir, we want a clear statement as regards the stocks that have 
come into the province from outside. Do they fulfil the quota allotted to 
this province? From the Punjab Minister’s statement made two days 
after Mr. Suhrawardy’s return from liuhore and he had expressed satisfac- 
tion that everything was well at Lahore — it appears that the Bengal 
Government has been making a profit of 40 lakhs of rupees by selling 
wheat to the hungrj^ and starving people of Bengal at a rate which is much 
higher than the rate at which it w'as purchasing in the Punjab. Why this 
profiteering on the part of the Bengal Government at the cost of millions 
of Bengal’s starving and dying people? 

Now, Sir, the Civil Siijiply Minister has abused me because I demanded 
an enquiry regarding the appointment of Ispahanis as sole agents of the 
Bengal Government. We shall discuss this matter in detail during the 
budget discussion. 1 am asking the Ministry today to lay before the House 
a statement giving full information on the following points: — 

(1) . the total payments or advances made to Ispahanis and the dates 

and amount of sUch payments; 

(2) a ropy of the agreement between Government and the Ispahanis; 

(3) the dates on wliich, the places from w'here, the i>er8onjs or agents 

through whom, the onantity and the prices at which purchases 
have been made by the Ispahanis from outside* Bengal on behalf 
of the Bengal Government. 

More than 4 A (Tores of rupee's, not from Mr. Suhrawardy’s hank account 
but from the public funds, have Ixm'u paid to the Ispahanis and Bengal has 
the right to know, especially because of the political connection l)etween the 
firm and the Ministry, whether every pice of’ this colossal sum is properly 
accounted for. Information has been supplied to us from unimpeachable 
quarters that the prices at w'hich the Ispahanis are supposed to have sold 
rice to tlu' Bengal Government are in many instances much higher than the 
prices prevailing in the markets from where such purchases were mtide. 
Sir, this does call for a strict investigation: it is no question of abuse and 
cuunter-ahuse. 1 hope for the reputation of the Ministry, if any is still 
left, the information I have asked for will be laid on the table before the 
discussion ou grants commences on Monday. We are asking for certain 
information as regards matters which certainly will come within the 
purview of public interest. This alone will disclose the scandalous manner 
in which the transaction has taken place. 

Another action taken by the Ministry has been to promulgate price 
control of rice without arranging for supplies. Government is supposed to 
have taken census throughout the province, and it knows and ought to 
know where stocks are lying today. If today supplies hav© dried up. price 
control is utterly meaningless. Price control has its value if supplies are 
available. But if they have gone under-ground and if Oovernment cannot 
trace them, their stock-taking was an utter farce an^ theiir incompetence is 
a colossal reality. Even today rice is being purchased by Government 
agents both at controlled rates and at higher prices. 1 make this statement 
because we have got the information from the mufassal today that rice is 
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being purchased at prices higher than eontrolleil rates from areas which 
have been openly declared as denuded areas. Local officers admit that acute 
distress prevails but no foodgrains are available, and therefore no relief can 
be given. We have received half a dozen telegrams from different officers 
in different parts of the province which say that relief is urgently called 
for but no foodgrains are available 

Mr, A. F. STARK: Telegrams to youP 

Or, SYAMAPRA8AD M00KER4EE: Telegrams to the Bengal Relief 
Comtnittee. 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The telegrams are not directed to 
Mr, Stark in any way ! 

Dr, 8Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, reports are pouring in 
from all parts of Bengal disclosing a most alarming state of t hinge follow- 
ing complete disappearance of ri(‘e from the market, leading to wholesale 
starvation. If this is not remedied immediately, the situation will go 
entirely out of control and the province will he thrown into irreine<liahle 
misery and suffering. Wherever (foverniiient has started making purchase* 
without undertaking simultaneous respousihilily for providing supplies, if 
and when necessary, it has led to chaovS and confusion. 

Sir, it is not rice alone that has to he considered. IVople suffer from 
^^ant of almost every essential commodity on the supply of which their very 
existence dei>ends. Take for instance sugar. Now, sugar is under 
hundred per cent, control of (lovernment hut the prevailing market price ie 
mucli higher than the (ontrol price, and whyp Sugar is controlled hy the 
Government of India at the centre. The (juota which is allotted to Bengal 
is determined hy Delhi? The (jimta eomc.s to Bengal only to those licensed 
importers who are selected by the (iovernmeiit of Bengal. These licensed 
importers in their turn can give deliverv only to licensees to whom licence* 
are issued by the Government ot Bengal. There is no other third party 
coming just from the market (»r fioni anywhere else who can interfere nt 
any stage. AVhy ha.s the control still tailed? What is the reason? The 
reason, I make hold to say, is that selection of some of thew* provincial 
importers has l>een made on groumls other than anything to <lo with the 
interests of the people — party grouiid-s, political ground.s and so forth. The 
selection of the licen.sees also ha** been made on similar consideratioiiH. I 
am not saying that all the lieensees are of that type hut selection of certain 
persons, both amongst the big importers and also among smaller tradeiw 
through whom the ordinary consumer will receive sugar, has been made in 
accordnnee w'ith a plan which has nothing to do with the interests of tbir 
people. Now, here is price control introduced, plan executed by Govern- 
ment, the public ha.s got nothing to do wdth it; Government ha* control 
o^r the source of supply ftnd still there is black market, still there is 
profiteering, still sugar is not available in the market. 

Now, Sir, the other dhy a trader produced before me an original copy of 
an order isaned by the Government of India aaking for supply of mustard 
oil. The controlled price of mustard oil is Rs. 37 or Bs. 38 per maund» 
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The Government of Bengal here of course is in good company. The Govern- 
ment of India asks for a supply of mustard oil at Rs. 50 per maund. (The 
JSon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhhawardy: That is the price.) Is that the price 
fixed by the Government of Bengal:' (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardt: 
Yes.) Now, Mr. Suhrawardy says that is the price fixed by the 

Bengal (iovernment. That will be even more interesting. Rs. 38 is the 
price of mustard oil per maund fixed by the Government of India 
and the Government of India itjwdf — I have seen the order with my own 
eyes — wants to purcliase mustard oil at the rate of Rs. 50 per maund. Who 
creates black market? Who creates profiteering? Mr. Suhrawardy says 
“That is right”; “that has Wn done” (I.*aughter). AVhat is the scheme 
and how are the starving millions of Bengal going to be saved from the 
oppression of the Bengal Ministry on the one hand and of the department 
under the contnd of the Government of India on the other? 

Sir, we are utterly dissatisfied w'ith the system of distribution now 
operating in Bengal. Even if foodgrains do arrive, as indeed we are told 
they have been arriving from different parts of India during the last few 
weeks, we have no confidence in the ability, integrity and honesty of the 
present Government so us to l)e able to say that a fair, just and equitable 
distribution will take place among all sections of the peojde. There can l)e 
only one solution t(» save Bengal and that is hundred ]M*r c<‘nt. control over 
supply prices and distributions to Ik? carried on by an agency enjoying 
hundred j>er ('ent. confidence of the people at large. (Nawabzada 
K. Nasaui i.LAii : That is yourself.) That is not yourself this much 1 
know: whether it is myself or not, it remains to be seen. This means that 
the traders and the public must be called upon to make sacrifice for the 
common good of all and they must huv(> implicit faith in the Government 
of the day. Corruption and jobbery must be ruthlessly suppressed, 
whether among oHi('ials, traders or the public. Merc threats of j)unitive act'< 
will be useless if the machinery of governmental administration it.self which 
it is suj)posed to detect and crush corruption leavt‘s th(‘ backdoor ojien toi the 
’encouragement of the social vices wliich it says it is out to crush. AVithout 
the fullest co-o]>eration among nil the units, it is impossible to save the 
sdiaotic situation into which the province has lH‘en thrown. The unplanned 
and ill-exeeuted administration of the Government has been indeed of a 
shocking cliaraeter. Let me say with a full sense of responsibility that 
the activities of the Government seem to suggest that niiatever f(K)dgrains 
may l>e available will be kept in greater Calcutta area and the rest of the 
province will be left to its own tragic fate. The utter callousness of 
Government in respect of equitable distribution will be evident from the 
fact that though acute distress prevails in the mufassal, rice is still being 
purchased from those areas irrespective of local needs. Hoarded stocks are 
etill lying there although people in the very locality are dying for want of 
food. Unless public opinion in Bengal is roused we shall find ourselves 
caugtit in a deep-rooted conspiracy to starve millions of BengaTs rural 
population. 

It is indeed amazing that Government has bungled throughout. I am 
«t a loss to understand w’hat the policy of the Government is. Does 
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■ 1; »-«K=.l tnm. AtHtraliH «„.| ..ther 

parts of Uw worltl outsicU* ln<lia?' 

There has Wen no planninj; tor in.reasii.p Ae proiluction ot ftwaloraiti* 
«'"l d tile present ileploraWe poliev of drift eoiiliinies 
regarciug the liaiidhiig of the ««,«„ padd\, Heiigal will be doomed lieycmd 
remedy, fcveu if « mere fraetion „t the (wople who have aetuallv died of 
hunger and diM-ase III Hengal ha.l met the same fate in the streets of 
London. Oxford ami hahnhurgh the lample of Kngland would have risen to 
a man and tthe (iovernment of the .-ounlrv would have la*en thrown out of 
omce. Here news ,s gagged, motites are imputed, jail gates are threwn 
wi.ie open it (ioverninental ineomia-lenee is .liselosed and eritieised. 

Again we are aeeuslome.l to transfer mueh »l our the vagaries 

ot fate. 1 have been alia, ked In men tar ami near as I have been supposed 
to make food a matter ol laditieal eonlrovels^. Some of the eritios. 

members id the jioveinn I ,,art> and the Knroiiean part.i, themselves I 

toned mill six months ago to throw out the previous .Ministry as it failed 
to solve th,' tix.d pnddem. At that time they elaimed to ai t in |.uhlie 
nitfifst aiiil 1(U' tli<* ^imil’tij ilif fttiuiminilN ii> a wjjolv, 

«■ iisk. Sti, id! lid fliiints. IiitldCfl, till* ;>rdhl 4 *ii) lu»lori‘ u« 

Jo<la\ is lidw lit rij-al tan la* savrd train iH-iiiir tiirmnl inla a prnviuca of 
havf to )h‘ iofl and suv«*«) ininn*diat<‘l\ no flonlit. Hut uo 
tioveriiiiwiit uoilli it. salt oaii all<»u a da> to l.o wastod tor disoovprin^ tin* 
moans ol if -.laldlisin^' Hon^^ir. ot fntoinio lito am] discovorin^r inoarn of 
savln^r if<.,n.,aiion. ot onr |»ooidi* ti-oiii ruin and flisastoi. ih niuko our 

posititni ai)umlantl.\ doar ilo uni want tood to Im> riiado tho playlliinjf 

<d politio.'', ])ut wit lit* wo «>liall tlo (* voi‘\ t Ir 1 iijy; possiltlf* to ^‘ivo ami w*riirt* 
rolioi aocortlinp td dur inoaii'^ wo liavo got to oriiiois<- ( iovornmonl nml itn 
[KtlicN if wo oon-sidol tliat sm li polio> i. ro-spoh.i]>Io ff»r tlio dangorous 
i^ituutiori that o\i^t. today. Attor all it i. our pcdilioal l»omlag(‘ that ik 
rospousildo tor our ooonoinio ruin. It is not nutuioV liami alom* that has 
givon or is giving Hoiigal a deatih-hlow. INditiral mal-arlmini«tration lia» 
«t tlio root of tlio jrroHeiit orunoinio <atustrop)to ami no lasting Holution ran 
oorno until India is ocmioinioally and politically Iroo. If thoro had boon a 
trul> Xationul Uovornnient enjoying full jM>w«*r (Cries of “Ah, ‘Ah” from 
the European Benches.) — there cannot U* any Xational (fovernmenl ho long 
as y«Mi i>eople are liere. I am not talking of the National Government under 
the Constitution Act of 193o. (The Hon’hle Mr. Khwaja SiiAHABiiiiDtN ; 
Vou were supposed to Ik* there tor Hi inonthH.) And 1 learnt a lenson whidb 
J .shall never forget in my life. 

Xovv, Sir, it there had been a truly National and resjaniKible Govern- 
ment enjoying full power at the head of the country and also of the province 
intend of it being ruled by the iron hand of oppreHHors and exploiters, the 
food problem of Bengal and India would have been Kolred without much 
difficulty. But we do not want to raise the bigger isHuen just now. We do 
not want to raise any controversy relating U» party politics ju«l now merely 
for the fun of it. If a party Government ia in power today, it is not our 
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lEult. If partrt of the bureaucratic machinery and some of the real 
reptesentatives of British rulers are soaked in partisanship callous to the 
needs of the common people, it is not our fault. We assert without fear of 
contradiction that Oovernment has forfeited its right to rule over the 
province because of its failure to control the food situation in this province. 
How can Oovernnient complain, I ask, that the Opposition has merely 
criticised when the fact remains that our constructive advice at every step 
has been flouted until we have reached a stage when Government finds itself 
caught in its intricate net of its own misguided policy and acts? As regards 
the future, the Opposition offers in a genuine spirit of good will and service 
its hand of fullest co-operation. Let the policy of Government be determined 
and carried out in a manner w'hich will be acceptable to all parties and 
sections, and we shall he prepared to do everything possible to save the 
situation. On the other hand, if Government choo-ses to carry on its present 
policy of exclusiveness and decides on its schemes and measures on its own 
responsibility, we shall, as now, co-operate when we consider such co-opera- 
tion is justified and we shall ruthlessly oppose when we. consider .such 
opposition to he paramount. The supreme need of the hour is unity and 
oneness of mind. We are prepared to keep all controversies in the back- 
ground and work jointly for mobilising both men and resources of the 
province in a true spirit of comradeship, provided the proper atmosphere is 
created by those who are in power today and the real masters and rulers of 
the country demonstrate by their deeds and not by their words that for the 
time being at any rate the interests of (jov<*rnment and the people have 
merged together in saving this great province, who.>e (‘ontrihutioii to the 
building up of the national life of India will ever remain a proud record in 
the history of India’s struggle for freedom. (lamd applause trom the 
Opposition beiH'hes.) 

\/0r. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, J beg to move that tliis 
Afiftembly is of opinion that — 

(*) the statement made by the Hou’hle Minister-in-eharge, Civil 
Supplies, in the Assembly on the 15th instant is extremely disappointing 
and unsatisfactory, particularly in so far as it does not indicate Govern- 
ment’s immediate intention as yet to undertake the maintenance of food 
supply for the entire population, specially the rural population and the 
middle classes, during the emergency, and in so far as it shows the absence 
of any comprehensive scheme for the equitable distribution of all available 
stock of loodgrains, from within or from without the province, with the 
inti^duction of necessary rationing schemes fbr urban areas; 

immediate steps should be taken to isolate the big con.suming areas 
like Calcutta aud Howrah with their industrial suburbs, Chittagong, Dacca, 
Narayanganj, all places of military concentration and aerodrome construc- 
tion and big evacuees* camps, from the rest of Bengal, w’itb a view* to 
maintain the supplies in such areas with the imports from outside and to 
retain the supplies in rural Bengal for hwal consumption as far as prac- 
ticable. supplementing the same with surpluses of the foodgrains from 
outside Bengal to relieve spet'ially deficit areas; 
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(m) immediate steps should be taken to prevent the purchase of ait« 
paddy and rice as also the coming mnan crop by big traders from outside, 
whether Government agents or others, at competitive prices, and to prohibit 
the export of such foodgrains to the bigger consuming centres isolated as 
above; 

(iv) immediate steps should be taken to reorganise the Village Food 
Committees set up during the Food Drive and to organise Union and Village 
Relief Committees with adequate representation id nil progressive parties 
and organisations and to give effect to a comprehensive scheme of relief for 
all classes determined in consultation with the leaders of public opinion.-l/^ 

Sir, my resolutiou has got four parts. In the first part I ha\'e sought 
to express our dissatisfaction at the speech delivered by the Hon’ble 
Minister-in-charge. 1 believe it will bt' universally agreed and I believe 
the Hon’ble Minister-in-charge also feels in his heart of hearts that the 
things he has been able so far to do have not as yet brought the solution 
nearer, and in the circuiustances if anybody maintains that the statement 
made by him is unsatisfactory and disappointing 1 suppose that he and 
the members of liis parly would not consider that to he u crime. On a 
previous oct'usion. Sir, on the Pith July, 194d. in this very House 1 had 
given a detailed account of the very many measures of bungling that 
Govern inent had committed and, Sir, thereafter I had taken iwcasions to 
discuss both in public meetings ami in conferences with leaders in what 
respects the present (iovernment ha\e failed to disiharge their duties t<» the 
people in this le-^pect, J shall not go into those details at the present staga 
more because of the grim circumstances thiough which we are passing than 
for anything else. I have heart to throw mud at each other and, Sir, T 
would rather c<mflne ni>^elf to certain specific and ilefinite >uggestions for 
remedying the situation and 1 would leave the suggestions to the couMideia- 
tion of the Hon'ble Minister and his depurtmeiit. 

Sir, we, on this side of the House, from the very beginning of tha 
deterioration of the food situation, have pleaded for one thing, namely, 
that the approacli to this question must be a national approach. We had 
tried even when there was the juevious Ministry in power — we had pleaded 
w'ith them as well as with this Ministry that let there not he any attempt 
to approacli this all-jiervasive questiim from a party point of view. We 
have failed so far in our attempts and we do not propose to repeat that 
suggestion any more. 

Sir, we propose now' that an immediate attempt should Im* made here and 
now to isolate the big consuming centres like Calcutta, Howrah and the 
suburbs. (Rai Hahexdr.^ N.vrn Ciuu'dhuri; The suliurhs gel nothing.) The 
atiburbs get something because there arc mills and factories and not because of 
tbe civil population, and my friend Rai Harendra Nath (Jhaudhuri rouat admit 
that, but in any case those living in Calcutta, the civil population, do not get 
anything except through a few- controlled shops and cheap gtuin shops. 
(Rai Harekdsa Nath Chavdhcri: There are no cheap grain shops in the 
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inburbft.) That is time. I suggest that instead of having mutual recrimina- 
iiona at this stage let us try another possibility. If as is often stated we are 
having large quantities of foodgrains from outside the province, if it is 
a fact that the Government of India and other provinces in India have 
risen to the occasion to help Bengal out of her difficulty, if it is also a 
fact as is often stated in statements made by members belonging to the 
Government, let us then try to (*rmserve all that food from outside for the 
big consuming centres. Leave Bengal, the rural part of Bengal, to itself. 
Let not any attenij)! be made to buy foodgrains from those areas for 
Caleutta or other big consuming centres or big consuming zones which 
have also been set up in rural ureas of Bengal either for military concen- 
trutiouH <»r for giving relief to evacuees and the like. It may then bo 
discovejed that with some little udjustineiit here and there the local people 
may get some source from whndi lo<‘al needs might be met, at least for 
the time being and, Sir, I do not slop there. M> suggestion is that in 
addition to this local adjustment wherever you find acute distress, because 
either of shortage of local (‘rop or because of flood and other natural 
calamities, send surplus stocks from outside Bengal to relieve the distress 
in Hindi areas. Sir, I have envi.saged i^dation of big consuming centres 
coupled with rationing in tln^.se areas. I have apjdied some thought to 
this question of rationing. It is surprising that in sjiite of the fact that 
oIkiuI the end of Mandi, s^dienies were preiiared for tlie introduction of 
rationing in some of the hig ureas like (hilcutta and Howrah, nothing has 
been done as yet. We are even now having promises that from October 
or Xovemher we will have rationing. I am not cpiite sure if that w'ould 
he pos.sible either heiaiuse in the budget presented to this House a few da\s 
ago w'e have a mention of rutiiming possihilitN but no amount has been 
provided there. It is only stated that us the siheme is not ready, it is not 
po.ssible to ascertain the total commitments for rationing .siheme^ and the 
uinount will have t(» he pas.sed through a Sujiplementary Budget firant. 
When will this rationing come'r' Will it be after uman ('rop is available 
and Government finds itself in a position to practically dispense with any 
necessity for rationing K The more rigorous shortage there is, the greater 
is the urgency for rationing and. Sir, if there is reallx a shortage as is 
evidenced everywhere, I tail to understand why the (iovernment i" shillv- 
shullying with the scheme which was prepared us early as March- 
April, 

In the third part of my resolution, I suggest that there should Iw* a 
complete stopjiuge of the purchase* of auf paddy from the mufassal by 
Government Agents or through the big purcha.sers from outside wdio uie 
non-Govermnent Agents and then* should Ik* a stoppage of movement of 
.such grains that are still there to hig consuming centres like ralcutta, 
Howrah, Chittagong and other concentrations, military and otherwise. 

In tlie fourth part of my resolution, I have pleaded for a reorganisation 
of food committees and for the organisation of union and village relief 
comuyttees. These two ideas are m»t new, 1 am free to admit that the.se 
two ideas have already been circulated b\ the machinery of the Government 
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to ril oftkei^ and yet. Sir, it has been our exi>erienee that in the rural area* 
the food lonunittees that were set up in some of the villagr^s in a hurrv” 
have mostly been unreprenentative and praetieally hopeleas in their rtmsti- 
tutiou. The Hon ’hie Minister in ehnrfre aKsured u» on a previous itceaaion 
that he would issue orders to ^et all food eoinmittees properly reoonstitutefl 
so that the rominitfees uii^ht fuuetioii j»s real Palliinangal Saiuitiea as 
originally thought <»f. Where are tliose orders Where is the attempt to 
reorganise the comniitteesy Where in the faeility provided f«»r non*oftieial 
piiblie opinitui to be n'iso<iate<l with sueh a big undertaking of relief and 
distribution of food in a (‘aIaiititou> situation like this. AVe have had on 
the 18th August a ciri ular issued over the signature of the Hon’hle Minister 
in charge a<ldressed to vaii»Mis lorul otiioials <*alling uj»on them to establish 
relief coinmiftees. Along with that on the Jtfth August another circular 
was issued to give an idea ot the kiiol of coinmittees desiretl and the nature 
of duties of such conunittees. Sii. vv<* would like to know wdiat progress 
has been made in respect tc* the^e union and village <ommiftees. 1 have had 
infiJiuiation from s<‘vcial ili^tnctn. These informations all go to show that 
although these circular-' havt* been sent, lew district officials and very few 
'vuhdivisioiial officer" have "o tai applietl themselves to the organisation of 
union ami vill.igi* relief coinmtfte<*s Then* have Imm-ii some formed probably 
where some luminaries of the Muslim l.eague Party or of the (lovernment 
Party are shining, ami juohahK these have been organised with their 
assistance ami with the assistanci* of their henchmen hut, Sir, wherever, we 
find, the i>eoph‘ havi* n(»t been directly assoi uited with the parl\ that is In 
jxiwer, jieople are allowed to die unheard ami unsung and committees for 
relief arc still to he organi'*e(l. 

1 have liad u letter onl> tiic othei day Inmi a part <d llirhhum, from 
Hetampur, which is supposed to he a g(»od ri<*c-grow’ing area of Hengal, 
inviting attention to tin* acute distress prevailing there. I had personally 
seen one (d tlie Additional Deputx Secretaries of the (fovenimenf with that 
letter and asked him to writ<‘ to the District Magistrate f»f llirhhum to find 
out if the distress comjilained of is then- and 1«» organise a local relief 
committee. 1 got anothei letter fiom a la<l> of that fduce who is anxioua 
that something sliould he done ami 1 brought a cop\ of that letter also with 
me. She says that it is now Id da>s and _\et neither the District Magistrate 
has been there nor the Sulnlivisional (Mlicer and nothing has Wen done 
HO far. 

Sir, this is not an isolated insfaio'e. I km»w. Sir, that in the Katidi 
.subdivision of the district of Murshidahad a terrible distress is prevailing. 
Local people have organised several relief coinmittees. The loeal olHcinls 
have also assoeiated themselves with <»ne of those eomrnittees and W“hen they 
were approaehed to organise along the lines of the new’ eircular, they «aid 
are iiyt yet aware if the supply to be had on this basis could be 
bi^aniaed” and they express<'d their helplessue-ss in this regard. Such 
reports are coining from dffferent parts, I want to inform thi« Homw* 
through you, Sir, that mere idle talk and assuranees, printed cireulars and 
notices, newspaper comnmnique.s and press statements do not bring in food. 
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There must be the machinery created and sooner the machinery is created 
♦he better. One more day means serera] hundreds of lives are lost. In 
the streets of Calcutta, we see grim scenes everyday. Yesterday, my 
esteemed friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath Sen was ringing me up at about 
half past eight in the evening and he brought to my notice that when l>e 
was coming by Park Street, lie saw one dead' body lying on the pavement 
When I went home, I found several little children on the Eash Behary 
Avenue pavement at the point of death. The A.R.P. boys got them 
removed. Such things are happening in this city of Calcutta. 

This morning’s newspaper report (17th September, 1943,) shows that 
there were nearly r,9 deaths yesterday and I do not know what would be the 
total number of deaths during the la.st few weeks in the city of Calcutta 
itself. Similar things must be happening in various parts of Bengal. 
Reports do not all reach the newspapers and reports do not all come to us. 
I appeal. Sir, that when such a situation has faced us all, let us put our 
heads together and let us find out a solution hy all means possible and if a 
solution IS devised with the co-operation of the leaders of public opinion, 
we, on this side of the House, assure our full co-operation provided it is 
really meant to further relief measures with the co-operation of everybody. 

Mr. gUREMORA NATH BISWAS: .Sir, I beg to move that this 
Assembly is of opinion that the provincial (loveriiment has bungled the 
food situation on the followinj? ainon^^ other fj^roumls: — 

(t) by not making eiiuitable distribution of the foodstuffs imported 
into and purchased within Ben^^ul; 

(iV) by allowing removal of train loads of rice from Bengal during the 
month of August last; 

(»«) by appointing agents to jnirchasc aux paddy in several districts of 
the province; 

(in) by not giving due effeet to the policy of price-control • 

(v) by allowing the traders to withliol.l the sale of rice in their stock 
at con I rolled prices; and 

(ri) b> not i lieckiiig bribery, corruption and nepotism in the matter of 
food supply. 


Sjr, m> residulion speaks lor it.self. 1 dare say that ti.ere is „o memlM-r 
m this Hmi.se who will contradict me wlien 1 sa\ that what 1 have stated 
in my re,s(dutioii are the most genuine grievances of the imblic of Bengal. 

Sir my first (diarge against the (iovernment i.s that they are not making 
equitable distribution of foodstuffs imported into Bengal from outside the 
provinee and also of the foodstuff that was purchased within the province 
Had there been an equitable di.stribution, bow is it that reports are pouring 
m from almost every district that there is no rice? From Press reports we 
found the other day that there was no riee in the markets at Comilla and 
rice in small quantities was selling there at Rs. 60 per maund. Sir, Comilla 
IS the headquarter town of a district: how is ft that a district town should 
run short of rice when Uie Hon’ble Minister says that rice has been pouring 
in in large quantities from other provinces? That shows that there is no 
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^uiU^ distribntion of rice. Then, again, there is shortage of rice in 
Madanpur. Madaripur being the Hubdivisional headquarters of Faridpur 
how IS It that It IS running short of rice? The reason for that. I am 
. constrained to say, is that rice under Government control is not beinir 
properly distributed. Mice accumulates in (Jovernment storage but it 
vMishes in a mysterious manner. There is some leakage somewhere, end 
that leakage must be found out. That is the publi.- grievance against this 
Government and that has h<*en strengthened by the fact that the Govern- 
ment have not taken the puUIie into tlieir eonhilenee on the (}Uestion ikh to 
where the nee which is imported into T!.e other da> I .saw a 

newHpap«‘r rejairt tliat the (iovernments of the provinces send i or ’ toodst tiffs 
to Bengal also were complaining^ that rice ami wheat were beii.R imported 
into Bengal jn abnndance but they di<l not know where it went or how it 
was being distribute.l. That is a most legitimate grievance. We an* 
entitled to know from the Hon’ble Minister today in his reply as to how 
he has distnimted the rice wl.ich he got from other provinces and purchased 
in Bengal. If the Hon ble M muster wants to enjoy the confidence of the 
public, then my sugge.stion is that they should issue a bulletin every week 
showing how the distribution is maile of the foodgrains which he brings in 
from outside Bengal and pun hases wifliin. My second charge is that the 
(loveniment is allowing icmoval ot rice by trains outside Bengal. We 
must know whether the rici* which comes into Bengal is going out of Bengal 
through th«‘ back door. A few days back 1 got reports which 1 immediate!} 
communicated to the Hon’ble Minister in (diarge of Civil Sujiplies that train 
loads ot rice were liemg sent out from the Chitpore Itailwav \ard to placed 
outside Bengal, — 1 iimlersland, to (hichin through the eastern border. I 
am quite sure that mv information almut sm h exports (»f rice from Bengal 
is absfdntelv corre.-t, 1 challenge the Hon’ble Minister to nmtradict me. 
In an} case, he must give an account of the riee which is jmrehased in the 
province and which is being brought from (uitside. Then. Sir. mv third 
charge is that Government have done more harm than good by ajfpointiug 
agents to purchase the tius jmddv in .se\eral districts, |>articnlarly the deficit 
districts. Sir, ni\ district of haridjmr is a <leficit distiict, being a jute 
grow’ing district. Notwilb.stumling, (iovernment liave ajfpointed iigenlH to 
purchase at/s padd\ in tliat district. My frienrl. Maiilvi Ahmed Ali 
Mridha, a rejnescnlaf ive rd Faroljon, hml been complaining sinf-e Februarv 
la>t that tb<‘ district ot baridpui wa-n slonl of fooiigrains. He now IndongH 
to the (i(*vernment jMrty ami it is surprising to kimw that the firm of 
Ispahanis coiibl be apiioiiited agents of Govertiinent tri jiurcliase rice and 
paddy in Faridpur, Similar is the case with Mymensingh w'hich is mainly 
a jute-gnmiug district. Still Mymensingh has lieen found out to be a 
place where rice should be purchased hy agents of Government. Doed thin 
House support purchases and removal of paddy and rice from deficit 
districts at this critical time I' 

• Now, Sir, as regards price control, I claim to be the first member of 
this House who advocated that Government should adopt the jmlicy of price 
control right from the beginning of the last paddy season. When this 
House met in February last I pleaded most seriously for taking immedimto 
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Mep» lor <011 trolling the price of rice and paddy. Sir, unfortunately for 
]^cmgal, that wa« not to be. When the last Gorernment ceaaed to function, 
the price of rice was not more than Rs. 20. This Government started witli 
a price of Rs. 24 in April last. Siiu e their assumption of office I appealed 
to thto alw» for fixing the price of paddy and rice. Still the Government 
had not moved. At lust, however. Government moved in the matter only 
last month. 1 do not know whether the people of Bengal have blessed this 
Government for adopting this measure at so late an hour and at a time w'hen 
rice has been scarce. When jieople have been dying by thousands Govern- 
ment have <(mie forward to bring (h»wn the jjriee wliieh even today is not 
within the rea< h of the poorer se<*tioD (d the people. And yet due effect 
has not been given to price-control. The traders are merrily carrying on 
their profiteering trade b> bribing the supply department and the police. 
Government is not taking adecjuate steps to check them. 1 ask, Sir, why 
of all the provinces of India Bengal l»as been suffering m) much for want 
of fiMuiy Is it a fact tliat Bengal <’ould not produce sufficient food last year 
for her consumption even for nine months^ 1 understood that the deficit 
was at the most Iretwecu Kt and lo per cent. the normal requirements. 
If that was so, how then could it liappcn tiiat Bengal has been suffering 
mismies for want <»f f<»od onl\ after thr<*e moiitlis of th(‘ last harvesting 
season There is something rotten somewhere in (he machinery of this 
Government which is responsible lor our disties^. At the last harvesting 
time there was no api>rchcnsj(»n that Bengal woubl be in a terrible griji of 
famine this year. We were always told by (io\«‘innient that tlie deficit 
was negligible, and that the sliortage was due to lioanling ot foodstuff's. 
But it is HOW' u jiroveil fact that Bengal has not only not got sufficient 
hoarded rice anywhere but Bengal has got to be ted by other provinces. 
Was it the ease wdth Bengal y<*ur before luht F Year betore last also Govern- 
ment purchasi'd paddy and ri<*e but Bengal did not suffer then as she has 
now been suffering. During the lust year Bengal was not required to be fed 
by other provinces. How, 1 ask again, how could it happen that of all 
provinces Bengal has been selecteil to be the most suffering province!^ Is 
it ordained by (iod or is it due to tlie cruel handling of an unsympathetic 
administration I' 1 ask the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies .«» 
say what it is. 1 woiild uguiii ask the HoiCble Minister whether the 
present (iovcniment has an> pt»wer to prevent export of rice from Bengal 
even t(Mla> . The previous Ministry had no such power. Xot only that, 
the previous Ministry did not get co-operation even from the head of this 
province. 1 understand that the present Ministry has got the eonfidemv 
of the head of the provinee, hut have they got the power to prevent export 
of rice from Bengal? I am afraid they have none. In these circumatani'HS' 
J pray in all earnestness to prevent export of riee from Bengal. I have 
already informed the House that several thousand mauuds of rice have 
been re<‘ently exported from the Chitpore station to some places outside 
Bengal presumably U» be exported somewhere as desired by the militr^i c 
authorities. So, Sir, so long as rice will be exported from Beugai, other 
provinces will be pouring rice like water into a leaky jar in Bengal. Thai 
iaakage must be stopped. 
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Sir, I do not want to quarrel with the Hon'ble Minister. 1 have offered 
him my hand of eo-operation. I have been trying to eo-operate with the 
Government 8iii(‘e la.st De(‘eiuber. I da not hope that so long as the war 
will continue the food situation will or can <*(»me to the iionnal state, l^et 
us, liowever, think of what can l>e done with regard to the future «'rop. 
What 1 want the present Ministry to do is that for the next aiium crop let 
there he stock-taking at the time «»f harvesting. The Hon’ble Minister 
should not adopt the policy of stock-taking of rice and paddy in the mouth 
of July or August or Septcinhcr as has been d<nie this time. If he has 
courage, let him take st(«ks right from the time of harvesting of the next 
aman cro]) and control its ]>iice. Then as regards ilistrilnition let it be left 
to licensed trade. He should not appoint a few selected agents to purchas<» 
rice and t(> control the entire >upply <d rice. If he <loes so, he slumld think 
thrice before doing it bccau.se in that case he will have to take tin* entire 
re.spousibility for «listril>iitiag rice to ever\ nook and corner of this province. 
He should know that the rural people are ^upplied l)\ ordinary trade with 
paddy and rice in the rural markets. It In* intends to lake the respon- 
.sibilitv for sui»pl\ing paddy and ri<e in the rural markets lie should make 
a list of traders who trade in loeal hats and hazar> right from now and let 
these traders he given licence If trade conditions arc viidatcd, not only 
the trade licence ^hall he cancelled, hut the liiiuisee must he punislunl willi 
hea\\\ fine and imprisoimient . la*l as mans liceiu’es as po.ssible he issued In' 
botiH fide traders to suppl\ |iadd\ and riee at ever.\ nook and (*orner of tlie 
firoviiice and let an honest and efficient machiner\ be nvi up to clieek and 
cuntnd their at livities If ‘(M>vernment ran prevent export of rice and 
paddy from Hengal, then I think alter the next attum crop is harvested, 
Bengal may gel some relief. This is wliat is needed for the fulure. For 
what the (joverninenl have d<»rie up to date they stand condemned. 

With these words 1 commend my motion for fhe lUM-eptunce t>f the 
House. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDOOJA: Mr. Ihqmty Spe<iker, Sir, 1 iimve that ihis^ 
Assembly is of 

f DEPUTY SPEAKER: Y<in need not move it. That has already 
loved by Dr. M^aikerjee. You can spejik on it. 

8YED BADRUDDOJA; Y es. Sir. If is the same. Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, I bad nojuind to disturb this House after the s|H‘eebes that have- 
been already delivered on that particular motion hut for the persistent 
efforts made by the present (bivernmeiit l<» justify t bellied ves even at this 
stage in this grave foorl crisi.s that confronts the province. Sir, I am amassed 
to find that Mr. Sliaheed Suhrawardy even now justifies (lovernment which 
has been responsible directly or imlirectlx for bringing about a desjierate 
aituatiou in the country which is beyond control at the present moment. 

• 8ir, it deepens the gloom in the minds of the sincereat w’ell-wiahera and 
frienda of thia coiintVy that day in and day out we should witneaii in the 
aireeU of Calcutta and the mufasaal areaa «ceue.s of miseries and deaths due 
U starvation. No civilised Government, no civilised administration in tha 
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world con stand up and say that owing to causes, owing to predisposing 
oonditions, owing to forces and circumstauces beyond control that this 
situation has been brought about. • 

^^ir, hungry mothers from the mufassal areas with suckling babes in their 
bosom, famished fathers with starving children in their arms are streaming 
into this city of Cahaitta in search of a few morsels. We have seen in the 
streets of Calcutta peojde — men, women and children — picking up bones, 
remnants of foodstuffs from dustbins. Our mothers and sisters today appear 
in tattered clothes, clothes hardly sufficient to cover their shame; their sense 
and sensibility must have been deadened by the magnitude of the calamity 
that confront<4 the province at the pre.seiit moment. Even at this stage does 
the Hon ’hie Minister for Food Supplies come forward with specious promise^, 
false and misleading assurances that everytliiiig will be O.K. in course of a 
few' months. We have had (‘nough of assurances, we have had enough of 
]»roinises in tlie past^ Doe-* he not remeni])er tliein!'' Sir, perhaj)s this 
distress in his calmer moments might have also toned and s(>bpred dowm his 
temperament slightly; deep distress might have Inimanised liis soul slight!) . 
Sir, I did not mark in his speech the other day that flippancy, that note of 
arrogance and insolence with wliich he treated the ()pj)osition and members 
of the public* in the past as also millions of j)eople that knock about toda)’ 
in search of food. Mr, Shaheed Snhraw'urdy gave a catalogue of the reashns 
whicrh have brought about this desperate situation — failure nf (iu» crop in 
1942, failure of omnn cro]> in 194-1, evacuation, refugee^, influx of industrial 
jmpulation and all that, as if these reason-s wtTe not there and did not obtain 
during the regime of the previous Government. Vet Mr. Shaheed 
Suhrawmrdy w’us most emphatic, most pronounced in condemning the old 
Oovernnieiit in no uncertain terms. For what I't^asony Perhaps his meniorip'* 
are much shorter than those of nicmbers on this hide, otherwise he would 
have remembered that his insisleiice in seast)n and ont of season that there 
was no shortage of focKlstuffs in tlie country has l>een responsible for Ihi^ 
desperate situation tixluy. If he can refresh his memory — I would refer 
him to his speec'li presently — he will find from his (»wn statement issued 
from the (^ivil Supplies Department that it was categoric'ully stated that 


there should be panic whatsoever sinco there was no ultimate shortage of 
foodgraiiis. Mr, Shaheed Suhrawardy now c(unes forward and says that 
owing to such and «uch causes, owing to such and such reasons, there has 
been this crisis. When Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy assumed (office — for what- 
ever reasons I do not know — he held out the assurance tliat the last Ministry 
hud bungled from beginning to end; but as soon as this Ministry took charge 
of the administration, they would be able t<» set right all the irregularities 
uud all the defects that ccccurred in the last administration. I will refer 
him to his own statement. Mr, Suhrawardv will kindlv refresh 'his memorv 

''''U .... 

■^es, this Ministry has contrihuted something new*. We never heard of 
Ueaths from starvafion during the regime of the old Government. We hav^ 
.something new today — something new, something* striking, something 
remarkable, something melancholy, something regrettable which cannot but 
atrike the deepest chord of the human mind all over India at the prooent 
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momeat. It may not create any impression on the stony heart of a heartless 
Government which dances to the tune of the bureaucracy. It may he possible 
that it will not create any impression upon their mind, and upon the 
supporters of the present Ministry, But when we come across the streets 
of Calcutta trapric scenes of miseries and far away in the distant mufassal 
we see unfortunate children of the soil slowly facing? death raisinjr a pitetms 
wail and lamei^fation that spreads sombre gloom all round we cannot hut 
be deeply touchedfci^Sir, I wtmld refer to Mr. Shaheed Suhrawardy’s state- 
ment at once. On the 4th May. 194d, in a press-note issued by the Civil 
Supplies Department it was stated amongst other things: “The Hon'hle 
Minister of Civil Supplies is of opinion tlmt the prices now prevailing are 
purely speculative, and bear ik^ relation whatever to the true stock position. 
The Hon’hle Minister is convinceil that any deficit this year can be fully 
met from carry-over from H)41-4*.i crop. The public may m>w rest assured 
that there w no cause for ultimate shortage of foodgrains.” On May 13, 1943, 
speaking at a Press (^)nfereiic<*, Mr. Suliiawardy himself refuted the 
prevalent idea that ex[M)rts and tin* denial policy of the last year were 
responsible for the situation and adilcd that “these factors played not a very 
important part in ndution to the ^tock position, as it really was.” (hi May 
17, .speaking at a jnihlic meeting, the Hon’hle Minister observed: “The 
worst feature ot the last Ministr\’.s foo<l policy was their insistence on 
shortage and encouragement given to hoarders and black marketeers. There 
is no need for fianic. Export*^ are nil and imports from the (fovernment of 
India are considerable. Arm\ re(|uirements account for a very small amount 
of rice. The number of evacuees is not such us can lause any dislocation.” 
Today Mr. Snhrawardy catalogues the reusiins which have brought about the 
desperate situation. Failure of tuts crop in 1!M2, failure of aman crop in 
19424.‘<, till' havoc caused 1 a cyilone in Midnapore and 24-Parganis, 
destruction of j»addy by pest, the boat denial policy, evac'uation, refugees 
from Burma, influx of iiulusliial lahoui and loss of import from Burma. 
There is nothing new or original in the reasons adduced, excej)! that there 
is glaring diM repancy between hi-, previous statements and the present one. 
The.se very reasons were there, \ct Mr. Sulirawaiah condemned the old 
Government in the .strongest jMj-^sible terms in having failed to relieve the 
food crisi>». f am not holding any brief for the old (roverniuent. 1 tnosi 
erapluitically declared when I di'^cussed the food .situation in March lust 
that 1 was not prejiared to .stand any bungling, any swindling and any dis- 
honest collu-sion or conspiracy witli vested interests and today I repeat that 
statement with all the emphasis that I can command that I am not jirepaied 
to .stand any bungling, any dishonest conspiracy and collusion with vested 
interests to rob Bengal of its manhood, to rob the [ief>])le of Bengal of their 
foodstuffs. It must l>e .said to the credit of the last Ministry that they never 
hoodwinked, nor did they mwlead (he public into thinking that there was 
no shortage of foodstuffs in the province, esjieciully when shortage was 
ai^tuallr there and it must lie said further lo their credit that they made the 
Government of India agree to their contention that there w^as actual ahortage 
of foodatuffs in the entire province. The Hon*hle Me. Huhrawardy and some 
of those gentlemen who have been recently installed into office criticised the 
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okl Ooveniment for briug-ing about a denperate food situation in the country, 
Inti ftinoe their assumption of office, the situation has worsened beyond 
description. It is contended in responsible quarters that owing to deliberate 
bungling and inefficient handling of the food situation and most reckless 
indifleretK'e of the present Oovernraent to the sufferings of the people that 
the situation has gone beyond control. It is not for nothing tlierefore that 
a Food Commissioner has -suddenly been appointed <o exepcise control and 
supervision over the food situation in the province in these critical times. 
We do not yet know the relations that subsist between the jnesent Minister 
in charge of Food Supplies and the Food (V)inmissioner recently appointed 
but it gives us u -sense of relief to discover that under the regime of the new 
Governor, a healthy tone has been sought to he introduced into the 
administration of Bengal, which has hitherto suffered not merely from a lack 
of (dear persjiective, lucidity of thought, .soundness of reasoning, luit even 
from lack of any definite policy c()ndn(‘iv(^ to the welfare of tlie province. 
It could not Im* imagined for a single moment that an intelligent man like 
Mr. Suhruwurdy is not alive t(» all that has been hap|KU(ing in the pri>vin{re. 
During tlie last 4i) years, the average \ield of rice in Bengal has benm 24 
crores and 94 laklm of maunds. Annual ivcjuirement for direct consumption 
today is 29 crores maunds; daily recpiirenumt of .rif‘c being in the neighbour- 
hood ot 77 lakh maunds. Thus Bengal luis always been a deficit jirovince. 
But actual (piantity cut off on account ot loss <»f Burma l»as onl\ been 2 lakh 
tons u year. That only represents a small fraction of the total consumption 
in the entire province. If the policy of the (iov(‘rnmeut had not been 
defective, if the Government had effective and proper control over sup])l\, 
distribution and pri(;es, the ?<ituation would have bemi hnmght under control 
long ago. Mr. Suhrawardy in his previous .statement definitely slated that 
exfMirt was almost nil. But according to a jfrvss mrte, shipments of rice for 
South Africa alone during the first .seven months of 194d amounted to 20,(KK) 
maunds and further consignment of ob.tUM) maunds of rice for the Persian 
Gulf was exported from (’alcutta a tew moiitlis ago. The extent of industrial 
requirement comes up to 2,t>iS,()(H) maunds })er mouth. If Mr. Suhrawardv\ 
statement is (‘orreet that nothing was exported from inside the province and 
that there was a constant How of commodities from outside the jiroviiice, 
how does he account for this desperate situation in the country h' Many 
causes have combined to bring about the present food situation in BeJigal. 
The denial p»>licy pursued by the Governmeut de.spite einj)ljaTic protest'i 
from the IIiuj^ Ministry and the heavy military purchases are re.sponsible to 
a large measure in creating almost famine conditi(»ns in the province. 
Ex}M)rt of foodstuffs is yet another factor which has aggravated the situation. 
As I have stated above, e.\port from Calcutta alone would come up to 76,000 
maunds of rice during the last seven months. These figure.s given by the 
Government, together with the figures for ex|>ort last year and the previous 
year show an enormous quantity of essential foodgruius continuously exported 
to foreign countries. A culminating point how'pver reached when tbe 
pre^ut Ministry gat'e the sole right to pundiase rice from the districts on 
their own behalf to Messrs. M. M. Ispahani & Co. The finii was ordered, 

1 am told, to buy surplus stock of rice lying in the districts, but they bougiit 
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entire wtook of rice that available. There was Hoiuething fishy, 
wimethmg ^u.Hpicioiis in the policy jmrsuetl by the Oovenunent. No tenders 
were called, no terms were offered to others. None of the Chambers were 
consulted. I am further told that Ispahaiiis demanded that they should be 
jriven the permission to purchase on their own account, so lonj; us they servml 
as Government Agents, with the approval (»f the Civil Supplies Dejiartment. 
The policy pursued hy the (Toverninent has lieen defeitive in the extreme. 
Government lack« any comprehensive plan to meet the rapidly deteriorating 
situation. The policy (»f the (iovernment to allow private traders to huy on 
their own a<‘Count, as also on behalf of the Government, has naturally led to 
grave abuses autl currupti(»n in the market. It is suspected that the trader 
can, under .such circumstuiices, huv'oii his own atu'ounl without any restric- 
tion whatsoever and manijmlate the market in his favour and, convert the 
surplus area int(j a deficit area. Then again, the ptdicy with regard to aiiti- 
hoard drive lian not at all been inspired with a lotty motiv(‘. The G(»vern- 
luent exchuled at first hoarders and middle men of Caleutta and Howrah and 
directed its attention to tlie small consumers in tlie tMiuntryside. At the 
insi>teure, however, of the Opposition during the last Asseinbl> Session, 
Calcutta and lf(»wrah were also bn»ugh) under the operation of the anti- 
boarding (uinjiaign. But iiieHnwIiile. agents, of buyer.s in Calcutta and 
Howrah, wbicli had )>een ^ingb‘d o\il in the beginning ft»r prefertMitial 
treutnient, could md he j>revented from buying stjuks from the surjdus areas 
at exorbitant prices and forcing them underground. Then again, by the 
time, (b>vernment\ attention was roused, and directed towards ('alcutta and 
Howrah, stocks wlii( h were soug^ht to Ik* li<{uefied must either have been fon ed 
undergnmnd or exporter! out of the country. Emnigh time and oppori unit ies 
vc*’(' given to them t(» coinjdete their desired programme of ait ion. 
Mr. Speaker, people expected that after the introduction of free trade in 
Eastern Zone, the food situation must imjirove with the flow «d commodities 
from outside the province, hut lack of vision and proper perspective ot tlo* 
Bengal (ioverniuent lost to Bengal a gidden ojijiortunil \ of suMuring food- 
stuffs for the unfortunate peoph- of tlie province in her greatest crisis. The 
Bengal (Jovernment should iiave carried on negotiations direct with Orissa, 
Bihar ;uid .\s«.am Ooverfimerit s and these jiiovinces could only sell to the 
Bengal (fov*‘rnmeut and tl»e jirohahle danger of profiteers and middlemen 
coming into the field and bidding up juices could have Imen preveided once 
for all. Thanks to live indiscretion and inefficient handling of the situulion 
by the liengal (tovernineni j»ii»es in jiiliar and Orissa shot u]> hi'vond 
valculution immediately after the introduction of free trade and they were 
faced with the same UTif(»rtunate conditions obtaining in our province. As 
everA-lmdy is aware, Mr. Suhiawardy waged an anti-hoard drive throughout 
the province. We have not \ef had results of this drive and the actual 
stock piKsition in the country. Possibly the resiiltn do not justify the 
evpectatioiis that were based on ah^olutelv flimsy grounds. On the contrary, 
it has sucked the countrxside through and through and hmught about a 
desperate situation in (be mufussil areas. Day in and day out we are having 
reports from Mymensingh, Noakhali, (liaiidpur, (’hiltagong, Dacca, 
Mursbidabad, Burdwan and Baiikura (bat peoph* are faced with an 
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unprecedented calamity which nerer confronted Bengal within living 
memory, Mr. Suhrawardy ii* very eloquent when he criticises the old 
Government and tries to fasten the responsibility on the Opposition today 
when he alleges that, owing to our propaganda that price control without 
supply is not a feasible proposition, there is no rice in the market. It is a 
barefaced mendacity and shamele-ss hyprocricy that tries to cloak this 
Government’s deliberate sins of omission and commission. Will this Govern- 
ment have the courage to face the catalogue of charges against them? 

What about thousand tons of foodstuffs pouring in every day from outside 
the Province? Are they going to the “bottomless j>it”? What about Sirdar 
Baldev Singh’s startling disclosures? He quoted facts and figures to 
substantiate that since 15tlt August, the 'Punjab had despatched 50,000 tons 
of wheat and wheat products to Beikgal. The Government of Bengal, on 
that account alone, as alleged by Sirdar Baldev Singh, has made a profit in 
the neighlxjurhood of 20 lakhs. What has the Government got to say on 
this? In re8j)ect of atUi and vuiid-n, the Bengal Government, he contends, 
is purchasing from the mills of the Punjab at the rale of Rs. 11-8 per 
maund inclusive of freight charges to Calcutta and selling it at Rs. 17-8 per 
maund leaving a clear jjrofit of Rs. 5 per maund. 

Is it a fact that some tiibe towards March last, 4 different parties had 
been given lls. 10 lakhs each tor purchasing rice from surplus areas in 
certain districts? \Vh(» were these lairtitny Did tltcv |)urchase only the 
surplus rice or buy the entire stock of the districts!" What was the 
purcliusiug [)rice paid to the cultivators and at what price diil they sell to 
Government? Is it a fact that this formed the subject matter of an official 
complaint and the Government of India as a result ot this (ompluint, deputed 
the llon’ble Mr. Somerset Butler to make an enijuiry? Did lie -submit his 
report regarding the results of the enquiry? Will the Government of Bengal 
have the courage, the candour and the sincerity to disclose the salient points 
in the report? May we further ask whether any rice was sold to the Bengal 
agents of the United Kingdom Comnierria^'or[M)ration and, if so, wliat is 
the quantity? Why has the Muslim Lea^e Ministry given the sole pur- 
chasing contract to one Miielitn merchant closely conuecfted with the 
Ministry? What is the amount of money so far paid to him? At what 
price did he purchase the foodgrains from the cultivators and at what price 
did he sell them to Government? Does the Government realise that the 
purchase of entire stock of rice has resulted in the .situation with which we 
in Bengal are faced today? Sir Muhammad Arizul Haque from New Delhi 
fastened the responsibility on Mr. Fazlul Huq, and Mr. Fatlul Huq had the 
courage to etiqihatically repudiate the baseless charges against him and his 
Government — a Government that had emphatically protested against the denial 
policy which was responsible for the beginning of the troubles. It is con- 
tended in many responsible circles that heavy army purtdiases, large exports 
from Bengal and restriction of movement of foodgrains under the deni&l 
scheme have brought about the desperate state of thinge. The Government 
of India emphatically repudiate it. The Government of India have asked 
the Provincial Governments to pool their resources and distribute their 
surplus foodstuffs to Bengal in their hour of distress. But the States and 
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other provinces with one voice declare that all they are sending are going to 
the “bottomless pit”. TV ho is responsible!^ Who is responsible if it is 
neither the Government of India nor the Government of Bengal nor the 
Government of Grt^t Britain? Sir, I sent a cablegram to Mr. Roosevelt^ 
President of the United States of America, and Mr. Winston Churchill on 
behalf of the city of Calcutta and the Province of Bengal. President 
Roosevelt had the courtesy to send a reply stating that he was trying hia 
level best to facilitate the effort.s of British Indian officials in alleviating the 
situation in every possible way; but Mr. Winston Churchill, the head of the 
British Empire, in this hour of Bengal’s great crisis when millions of people 
are dying of starvation and when Bengal is faced with the most serious crisis 
in her history, has not even a word of sympathy for the unfortunate .sufferers 
in this country. If the Government are not responsible, then are we the 
members of the ()})position resjK)nsible? These Ministers by their constant 
shirking of resj>onsibilities have conclusively proved that they cannot <H)pe 
with the magnitude of the task jmd they stand condemned l)efore the bar of 
public ojdnion for their indiscreet and injudicious handling of the food 
situation. Railways, Port Trust and other large employers of labour 
according to Sir Jagadish Prosad are arranging supplies for their own men 
on the basis laid down; even the Government of India are providing food- 
stuffs f(»r 10 to 20 millions of people. Cannot Ilje (b>vernnient of Bengal 
w}i(» liave taken upon themselves in a hole and eorniT fashion the respon- 
sibility of adminiMif>ring the jirovince take charge of the j)rimary resjmn- 
sibility of feeding the poor, clothing the naked and relif’ving tlie distress of 
destitute suherers of tlie province? In the name of humanity and in tlie 
name of starving millions can the Government of Bengal willi any candour, 
witli any sincerity and honesty of j>urp<He say that they are disehurging their 
resjMHisibilitN to tiie satisfaction of the people of Bengal at the present 
moment. The present Government by their deiil)erate mishandling of the 
situation, by tlieir insistence on sliortage of focnlsl lifts, by their cruel 
indifference to the sufferings of the people, have mismanaged and bungled 
the whole situation very badly. This Government which was jiitch-forked 
into this responsible position by resort to the worst constitutional impropriety, 
must disappear like a dream very soon. Mightier Governments with brilliant 
records of service have also disapjieared like a dream and crumbled to pieces 
like the baseless fabric of a vision. This Government is also bound to go 
down, but it has to be .seen whether it will go down with the curses of the 
people on its head, or the ble.ssings of heaven above. The groans of the dead 
and dying miglit not penetrate the hearts of these hard hearted biireaiicraU 
entrenched in office with a comfortable majority l)ehind them but sooner or 
later, it is Imuud to produce the deepest impression upon the minds of those 
honourable members opposite who are swayed by no personal consideration » 
but by a desire to .serve the [letiple at the greatest crisis of the Bengali race. 

^ One word more and I have done: 

Whoever kilk a soul kills all humanity, whoever saves a soul saves all 
Immanity. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH OATTAs Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, this it a 
matter which is very' serious, but it is very painful to H]>eak on this subject. 
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UlU nubject bas been discuniied and should be disciwiied in the true spirit of 
realities of the situation, but I find that there is laughing, jumping and 
crtber thingft. So, it is very painful to speak on the subject. Sir, it is 
better to analyse the facts since this Ministry has assumed office on the 24th 
April, 194‘i. I want to analyse them not in the spirit of fault-finding but 
in a spirit that if these facts are analysed in the true spirit it may be found 
that something wrong iiinsl be there, and that is why the steps taken by the 
Ministry since its a.sMuniption of office were ineffective. The Ministry came 
into office on the 24th April, 194*1. At that time certainly the price of rice 
was Its, 18 to 20 for fine rice and lls. 10 or 17 for medium rice. After 
the Ministry had taken office the price of rice was rising up. Then the next 
step that the Ministry did take was anti-hoard drive, as they call it, instead 
of a food census. It was taken between tlie 7tli and the 20th of June this 
year in the mufassal areas. This drive cost (iovernment lls. 12 lakhs — a 
huge amount iiub^ed. We find that a lump provision of lls. 12 lakhs has 
l)een made in the budget for expenditure m connection with anti-hoarding 
drive. After the anti-hoard drive was concluded the lion ’hie Food Minister 
made a stateinent on the oth July, 194*1, to the effect that the main purp(»so 
of the drive was to undertake an anti-hoarding campaign throughout the 
j»r<)vince of Bengal with a view to compiling a complete census of food storks, 
seeds and seed rerpiirements r»f land cultivation and ol cattle, ami also to 
organise food committers on territorial basis and bring about thnuigb these 
food committees a nimv e<|uituble distribution rd foorl, stuffs. It was also 
stated in tlie statement made by the Hon’ble Minister on the dth July that 
food committees were being constituted throughout the whole Fri>vinee of 
Bengal ami the object of the food eommittees was to bring almut a more 
equitable distribution of food. That was the position tbat was taken l»y the 
Hon’ble Minister on the f>th July, 194*1. Mr. I)epul\ Sjreaker, Sir, the 
food coiumittetsH since they have lK*en constituted are m»t f unr tioning, not to 
apeak of bringing about an ecpiitable distribution ot food throughout the 
Province. After the- for xt drive we tound that the situation went on 
deteriorating, price of rice and padd\ was rising not only in the » ity ol 
Ctlcutta, but it wa.s consistently rising throughout the I'rovince of Bengal. 
Them on the 2t)th of August lust came the (lovernnient order controlling the 
price of rii-e and paddy. The rate was fixed at Hs. 'Ul per maund for whole- 
sale transaction and at lls. -12 per maund tor retail sale. These rates 
prevailed up to Kith September, 194*1. Then on the UHii September the 
price of rice controlled at Rs. 24 for wholesale business and at Hs. 20 
ft»r retail transactions. That is the position at the pn‘sent moment. Sir, 
our contention has always been that the price should be controlled in order 
to lower down the price but along with pric«* control there must be a regular 
supply of foodstuffs. Without a corresponding supply mere price control 
has no effpc’t, and the result has been disastnnw. It is well known that since 
lOtb September rice and paddy have altogether disappeared from the market 
The Kurigram local market i** without any rice and paddy. There is no* 
paddy and flour in Narayaiigaiij. There was m» rice and of hi in tin* local 
market at Bagerbat. Iimnediately on the promulgation of the Bri<*e 
Ordinance all rice and ^>addy disapi^eared from the Comilla market. 1 may 
tall tba House tbat on the 12th- September 1 was at Comilla and I knew tbat 
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rice WM not available on that day in Comilla^ The press report is that no 
rice available ; only fine at<ip rice was available and that was eelliug at 
Be. 70 per maund. This is the situation in the mufassal. 1 personally 
Inow that since the JUth of September when the price was controlled at Hs. 24 
for wholesale transactions and at R». 20 for retail transactions no rice was 
atailable at Comilla. The same is the case in Barisul. This is the position 
in Bengal; this is the picture of rural Bengal. The picture of Calcutta 
needs no portrayal; it is well known to you all. It is almost impossible to 
describe what is happening in the city of Calcutta. Sir. if an attempt is 
made to describe the real situation in .Bengal, at once comes a statement 
from authoritative quarters that it is over dramatised. That is the statement 
that is often made by the ilon’ble Minister in charge. Then it upjiears that 
.during this period from the 2(lth August to lOth ot Septeinlier, there was a 
press-note issued by Mr. N. (\ Chakrabarty, Relief Organisation Offi(;er, 
that they were not satisfied with tlie food <*ommittees, and that they wanted 
to organise union relief commit tecs in the Province. Tin* food committees 
are not functioning; tlie union relief committees wdll have to be constituted. 

1 do not kuoa il and when these union relief committees will Ih‘ constituted 
and will he functioning. That is the ciucstion 1 put to the lion 'hie Minister. 

1 want to know how many union relief committees are going to be constituted 
in each district, district by district, and also what are the functions of those 
committees. 

Sir, the present eionomic position of Bengal, espeidally of rural Bengal, 
is certainly know’n to the Hon’hle .Nfinister in charge of Civil Siipplic.s. He 
know's also that the steps taken hy (he present Ministry since their assumption 
of office on the 24th Ajiril, 194d. ha\e been tound to lie completely inefTei tive 
to deal witli the situation. Som<‘thing wiong must have beiui there in tlie 
adniiiiistration. and wt- have fo find out (hat wrong and nonedy (he mislake 
We are jirejiared tn ’.jt togrtlier in a "piiit <*oni j>rom ise. no| in a of 

recrimination tor wc do not like it. wt* are piepared io sit (ngtOliei and find 
out the ways and means as to how ff> meet (he situation. If the situation is 
not immediately taken under control, I sav at least orip erore ot (he 
population of Bengal will die of starvation It seems to me that we are a 
cruel and hard-liearted set of men if we do not find out an immediate remedy 
to save our dying people. We have seen pathetic scenes wliii h it is impossible 
to dear'ribe. Sir, it is impoesible to come out in the street.H of Calcutta, not 
only in the streets of Calcutta but everywhere, in towms and in villages. I 
limve seen persons dying of starvation in the streets of Comilla. On the 12th 
September last I went nut in the early morning and I found in front of a 
rich man’s house a child lying dead on the pavement of a street. One who 
kaa got eye.s and one whose heart has not been turned into stone cannot get 
out in the street. It seem.H to me that on account of the, war and on account 

the barharities committed throughout the world, we have also bmjome 
cruel. The steps that have Wn taken are faulty and are not efTective. They 
have not firoduced the means that should be devised. For that 1 beg t(» 
•uggest that the constructive suggestions, embodied in the resolution of 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal are, worthy of oonaideraiioA. 

13 
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Sir, I have got eome feelings but it is impossible to 8j)eak publicly what 
I feel in the matter. If I can meet the Hon’ble Minister I can tell him 
what are the reasons for which we cannot deal with the situation. There has 
been shortage no doubt, but, Sir, in spite of shortage it seems to me that there 
is greed in the traders — not only greed in the traders but I find there is 
greed in the rich cultivator. The rich cultivator does not like to part with 
his rice. As soon as price is controlled, he does not bring ^is stocks in the 
market. He may be satisfied with Rs. 30 or Rs. 35 but he is not satisfied 
with Rs. 26 which is the controlled price. 

Sir, something has gone wrong nnd we must devise ways and means by 
sitting together. We must appeal to the people and j)oint out that those 
who have got rice should not be so greedy. 

Sir, I find that the districts which are in (diarge of European officers are 
the worst sufferers because these Eurojiean officers are absolutely callous. 
They say, “Had this country been invaded by .Japan, a larger number of 
people would have died. You are dying of starvation but the number is 
now not so appalling. We have prevented invasion and if the country 
would have been invaded, there would have been many more deaths.” So, 
they are absolutely callous. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I find that the officers who are placed to execule 
the schemes are also corrupt. The Hon’ble Minister in (diurge of the Civil 
Supplies Department probably is aware that in his dej>artment tliere are 
corruption and bribery. It is regrettable that there are eorrujjtion and 
bribery. We find corrujdion and bribery amongst our j)eo]»le. It is not 
only painful but it is shameful. We have really lost our eliuruetiT. We 
should sit together and devise ways and means for removing (■(»rru])tion and 
bribery because we may devise sebemes but someluxly must be there io 
execute those schemes, and if those persons w}h> are entrusted with the work 
of execution are found to be corrupt, there is no way of -solving tlie problem 

Sir, this is the situation in the countr^ and it must be tackled. If the 
Ministry fail to tackle tlie situation, the only honourable course open to them 
is to resign and hand over the administration to tho.se wlio have looted the 
country in the past and are doing so at present, 

(Here the member having reached the time-limit resumed his seat.) 

MflUivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, 
the situation we are discussing this afternoon is practically very awful and 
it is a matter of great regret that the Government not rising still up to 
the situation. During the continuance of the last Ministry when a certain 
section of tim people were 8up|)oscd to be deprived from the A.R.P. services 
a good <leal of fuss was made in the country by the party now in power, but 
when people are dying in the streets of starvation — there is not a single village 
where it is possible to find out a man who can have two meals with satisfaction 
every day — we find that in Government benches people are sitting tight and 
are not as anxious for the dying people as they were for the services in the 
A.R.F. i»rgauisation. When Mr. Faclul Huq Vas the Chief Minister only 
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the other day we heard the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy saying that the Pro- 
vince of Bengal had been turned into a province of beggars and that self- 
respect of the country had gone and every street of Calcutta was nothing but 
a cluster of beggars. There 1 think the conscience of Mr. Suhrawardy 
pri< ked only because he was out of jwwer. As he is in power now his 
conscience is blunt, and when people are dying under his very nose ho is 
silting idle and tight in his office. During the few months he is in office 
nobody found him in any mufassal town, not to speak of village, and see 
with his own eyes the actual condition of the country. 

Sir, one of my friends reminds me that he is active, hut active in another 
way. It is stated that he is active in getting some money in his pocket and 
it is also reported 

TKn Hon*blo Mr* 8* SUHRAWARDY* What do you mean hy that, 
you hlftclt yi^ard 9 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Y( m tbief^ ^ you get out of thia 
chamber. * 

(Loud noise and cries of “withdraw”, “withdraw” and “get out”, from 
Opposition benches.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Suhrawardy, 1 ask you to 
withdraw the expression. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: 1 reciUCHt yon to a>k the 

honourable inomber to withdraw* that charge. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is for me tt> see You first witlidraw 
your remark. 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Ve^, I withdraw the 
expression. 


Mr, DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Shain'fuddin. you w>ll abo withdraw 
your expression. 


Mr. M. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: Ych. I withdraw 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It k a very stnous diuigc to 

make. I have tried to give a clean administration to the bi‘st oi niy ahiliiy. 


Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: It was uji to you to come for your rescue to 
the Chair. 

'^aujvi ABU HOS8AIN SARKAR: Mr. Suhrawardy was out of his 

temper, 1 think, without getting the full meaning of the term J used. What 
I meant was he was taking some money in his piwket hy way of mtmlhly 
salary and he was not discharging his duties us a salaried MiuisU'r of the 
Cb»ve!nineril of Bengal. 

I^ow', it is a broad fact and an established fact that Bengal is a deficit 
Province so far as rice is concerned and when Burma fell it became very 
much significant that from that country^ we could riot get a single grain of 
rice. Instead of arranging for bringing rice from other cxtontriitA ihf 
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Government of Bengal, especially the executive part of it took recourse to a 
deiiLul policy and they appointed some favourite merchants of theirs to 
purchase rice from most of the districts of Bengal where surplus rice could 
be got. These merchants of whom Messrs. Ispahan! were one got money from 
the (ioveiumcnt and got unrestricted power to purchase rice. They had no 
direction eitlier for depositing rice for the future use of the Province and it 
was reported in responsible quarters also that they exported rice to several 
countiies including Persia, Kgypt and Ceylon. Though vast amount of rice 
was purchased still we do not get any account of it. Some questions were 
put in this Assembly as to the amount of rice that was exported through 
the agency of the Government and through private persons, patronised 
iner<‘l»itnfs of the Government, hut unfortunately no clear account w'as given 
u)) to ibis lime.,^^^ 

It is u malter also to he considered whether Government from the very 
beginning followed u policy of indecision. First, there was u 
custoin of free trade in the country. After that restricdion was imposed 
on the inoveiiient of rice. As soon as the ll()n’l)le Mr. Suhraw'ardy and 
his |mrf> caine to power the> took away that restriction and imjiosed free 
trade. Again that restrictiim came into being. In this way merchants and 
people hecuine {)anicky and the black mark(‘t was the result. 

Another policy of indiscretion followed by the Government was that they 
advanced money to G<)vernment officers to hoard rice at least for six months. 
The big coniputii(‘s followed and when hoarding practically became a fashion 
at that lime the llon'hle Mr. Suhrawordy became (jonscious and began anti- 
hoard drive. Unfortunately, Uahmtta and industrial areas, the city of the 
big companies win' are the greatest hoarders, were excluded for the time 
heinu, jind also the tea gardens ot North Ibmgal and othci parts of Bengal 
were excluded and it is reported that in the.>p tea gardens enormous (piare 
tities of rice were hoarded for their future use that (“ould go for three years. 
.Now. at the pressure <jf publu opinitm again Mr. Suhrawardy tried to have 
a ( ensus of tlu' so-called industrial areas iiu luding (’alcutta and Howrah, 
Imt durnig that time thest* men bants removed theii ru e and it is reported 
also that toodgiains wen* kept in the Bay of Bengal by hiring steamers and 
boats from big coiupunic.s <it Ualcutlu Tiiis is a clear indication that the 
iiub'cisiou ot the Govtunment was solely resjxmsiblc f<»r the crisis that now 
prevails in Bengal. 

1 submit. Sir. that the Hon'ble Mr. Suhruw’ardy by his temperament and 
by his habit is not a fit person to handle so important a portfolio. His 
political career and his eeonomic life are not free from doubt. Socially 
aUo he is quite unht being the son of a High Court Judge, the son-in-law of 
Sir Abdur Rahim 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order. You cannot bring all these 
things. 

Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Being the son of a High Court 
Judge, the son-in-law of Sir Abdur Rahim, a nephew of Sir Abdullah 
Euhrawardy and Sir Hasan Suhrawardy 



SPECIAL MOTIONS ON POOD. 


1943 .] 


m 


Mr* DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr. Sarfcar. I think this is ahsohiU'ly 
irrelevant. 


Miulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: These geutleiaen hud no t on net' t ion 
or sympathy for the masses. Then, ag-ain, politically be was under the 
tutelage of the late Mr. (’. R. Das and after that he came under the inilueiii'e 
of Mina Ih-shwari and suh>t‘(juentl\ he hu^J tallcn into the clutcht's o1 
Ispahan! & Company. 

Wft FAZLUR RAHMAN: Will those things he expunged from the 
proceed ing.s? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 will look into it. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point ot ordei , Sii. 1 want your ruling 
as to whether these irrelevant things whirh have been reterred to will l>e 
expunged from the proceedings. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Mr Sarkar, I have ulreaily said that these 
things are irrelevant. You ought not to have said all these things again. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Therefore, Sir, I uni simply rising on a point 
of privilege as to whether these things shouhl he removed from the 
proceedings. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That will he coiisideied after we go thnoigh 
the proceeding.s. 

Mdlllvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: His ecomonic iile is not also Ihm* 
from doubt. W'hen he was m the (hileutta Corporation as Dejiiit.N 
Mayor 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I will not allow tins sort ot thing. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: His economic life is not also free 
from doubt 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order I will not allow this sort ot 
personal attack. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: 1 bow down. Sir. to your ruling. 
During the last regime there was also clamour against that Ministry. That 
Ministry bungled the fatka situation, that Ministry bungled the burning 
problem of the day, namely, the food problem. W'hen the question of food 
situation arose at the time of the fall of Burma, they followed a policy of 
drift, and when Mr. Suhrawardv and party came to power, they miHiriuuuged 
the thing in a way— — 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Dn a ixiint of privilege, Sir 
Where is the Minister for Food?' fFproar.) 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, order, 

* Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: He doe* Dot liDten to thin ntimteiiiie. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: A tbiog seems to W nonsenne to that 
gentleman whom it pinchee. Anything which is not palatable to him is 
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Comltig to the present prohlem, Sir, I submit that the present Ministry 
has totally failed to solve the problem, as will be very clear from the state- 
ment of the honourable ffentleman that spoke before me. Now one question 
1 must brinjf to the notice of this Ifoune in particular. During the recent 
Food Drive movement some food committees were established and these food 
comjoittees though not representative in character were, I think, working. 
Now under the instruction of Government published in the name of one of the 
Deputy S^'eretaries of the Agriculture Department these food committees are 
practieally abolished and new committees are being established with the 
help of tile lute Department. If one jmliey is carried to a particular jmiut 
and again it is changed and nothing is done to solve the problem, I think 
Ihe country will be in a position where within the next two months at least 
fiO lakhs of people will die. When the new Ministry came into power people 
ex'fieeted that they will make extensive propaganda for growing more food. 
They liave signally failed and I submit tliaf this Ministry should go out 
of office. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS QUPTA : Mr. Deputy Speaker 

TQtmi vfpyi ^ i ^ ''tz 

Governraont ^Tl , ' 5 f<TI 
Govemorc^, Government TtTS 

csf^i 

^5T\5 I 

or (?{•< Government 

5rT Sksp ^^1 (TW2; (tt 

or trero 

w new fePi ^ wtntmn *4? cn 

ior?rCs5=fl Ciovemmenunr (ifSTI Cn sjf-iTfn , 

ti; li Tfftwn 4n: ni jfn ntwrrw acM n^^•5mr 4^* too? i 

ent W^vfi ifis 4^ food drive4 TOI ^d[\0\ 'i^trPf, TOLit 

nTc«, Skm, RFfirwt^ Tfw^ *f5 

TOT Skm z^ f%fn RfSTCim cn 4W^ wtw rorcf — 
wtft or ^ wTirfentR cn^ -rs,' nrg nszf 

fror nnsem 1 4^ wtro \ 4 ^ 

fs nrfwrn Sronr ^r?i RFncnR 1 wsz: 

^ ^ »p}nwni 4ns* 'wHi ’wfn ntRtn nfinofn'^ nrcnnni «ntf5 nFcrcsj 

4nt cn^ ^ni crent wtlr ftw? wfwcfn c-ntKn i 

Te5^ 4^ CT ftj nt^ntn 4^^ 

I f%fn 4 Ts^ n#t I >rofn 5trw 4 ^ *r#»n toi trj fwMPrf 
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^ ^ fiT?r iiitTrc^ ; ’‘c*f^, 

(?Tt^ 'Pr*pr <7f9RT c^ 

^1 I ’Tfin ^rt%5 vft?|rc=^ C^ 

^5Tt^ TS I ^ T 

^ i5i?r i” ?4^r3f«r^ 

^Itc^ (A voice : ^r5K?r l ) ^mrfPT <»fr3m 

(%5 c=?? I ^^1 ^ (?r? ^5fwc^ «RT 3 tr^n dr^ 

fir? ^5fk^% ^ Sk< i cq^ fro vftros ^ i 

or ^:5rT^ ^ffn ^s? 5 ^Tt< Sck^ vi '«rwriyi 

^C'fC^?’ I surplus district ; (Tf? 

^fin^sfir ^ 1 c^ to:^ topf ^tcsr^ 

!)Oi:5^ <4^ pr'Tfr^ ?^5fC5^i S<t<. ^rPm nrrc^ ^ 

»rytT*^i rrs wrnm ^rr^r^n to« or Pf ^rffw 

^ -sfr^^ii ^‘prfvr --r-i'CT i co^i <R*trc^^ '4c<fr ^<t c&ts all 

I Prtffi? =r'7n '^m*T <fmi c^rc^ its^ 

^ ( 7 T'^ c^ fOi ^5^ I cn ^4i : STt^ny^ Pf 

?ar Pr:^^ (M^ Gz^c^ Pnft •fc^ al^i 5T5 '^Tf^tc‘f< ^c*ir a‘S '^'<cs 

^ ; PFi C5t?n ^ '4^* at?Tr5frPT ifn; •fz fs C5ir<4 acvc^ 

I 4^ Pr-f tr^r ?rt^tc4 os^^ Gzrr Pr#t ^5^ i 

Cs ^ C'4C^ Kr>^ i^t^Pl 3^*^< 'ff=n (A voice: C^ pF-jr^r) (?f W'fK ?Ml 

?f^i 4^ *?Pf:*i m Pr#t ^4 ^rr^ r^^rcs? 'Sf^ri Pf^57 1 
'GTOa ^ ^fCJOC^ fVsimi f%ft '3 3T^TC3 fsPi l>i8tri(a 

Board4^ Chairman fzP^ ^’<1^ WTC^^i I 44^ ?X6^ 4^ CV 4> '5tC^ 

ffiKTc^nr tr^w 5Tf^tc< c^ GG PnPt i cst^ to; oca 

^ mm !7t7 ’SR yr^f=f, 45f: ^ w^ cvc»t •r^ir'tH i '«rTPi cstm 

I cTaim^ra o*rfFi?)7 ^ Pn:^ m’v ac^ffe c*i 5 fHc«r? Pr^m a 
¥r4^ Sfi^i ^ ftpra mz^ i ^ wm cm:^ Sfe8 '; 5 f»T , 

cst^tz^ ^ orcm, cn “^^c4a Pr'^i (A voice: ^4i, nwfrv 

fetorm ^58, ^ i;!) '«rtw ♦fpr^'/ Sfei ^rm cmw 

ff^v, sfsz^< ftmn "*ji ^ 5iHc*t< ^ *t^r^ mv ^i, 

^ TO I TO4) ac^fe a TOfc*f4 ^ a f|f^ 

iro 4OTf ^1 TO i5T^ Pf a TOfc^ ^ i ^ 4C»r f^nr^ toc^ 

c^ 4^^^ C^ (ytd <tfT fV ^ I ’fp CTO TO =^CTOf TOi 

¥45r3 TOT ^ c? TOtc«f« 0^1 c^ ^ *fr'j f TO] G jpf yii TO Prs,^ 

to PF tpro?^ ^oPnj cTO 4?7r froi *ttn? ¥TOS 

jjtsPT <a? ^<T] 5Tt:TO cTO^ , oITOf 44!?^< *t^TO cTO4f 

tot TO ^‘TO C^ffTO<, 4^^ TOF TOF TOrTI C»^G2» G 5TWl4 TOI^ sf^f TOT 

«rt4 TO, ?^ftPT ?r?r ^^T cm^ 1 ^Pr-ffOTT '^tTOt TO<;fi cmw ^ mPt 
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^ f¥ ot 03t^ JR cuaii ?tc55^ i 

CoMR f^tnrfe^ l (Tr^ftr^r gruel kitchen <M^ I »r3 **^5 
c^ ’5«rRC5^, '517:*^^ vfi 2?7;^r or ii^ 

TO ?frp^ I "STtf^r 5T5f^' cn TOTOr ’R’f ? ST^^T, •»Tt*lir c? c^it'-t^ 

c*rOTi ?nr 3R c^r^* ^rt^i c^ ^ 

^jtcfs, ^Ri ^i i ar^ (Tfs^yi (ttTO c^ C5t^ c4c^ •ts 

TOj >n?zr ^ (7rf^5 TOTc^ I 

C^ TO S*Rm (Rfc-SR ^ TOry, I 

^TO, ^ 5 ff%>iff 5 jr ^;g|r 5 >^ ^ C^RR fV TO I 

cwm 5Fvfi (ttto ef^ ^ trmr frrorc^ 

»iR* CTOf TO (7f^ TORr ^31%^ (7T^ /?rTO &3fR ?|R d^M 

tVferf ^tR&l TTO> I fV 'iM 1 fi ^RC'H< lil^ JRTl 

^cs I ^mcTO oafnr ?f^R to &ck^ i ^ 

^C^rff, ftri lffr53 CS3R ^r, ^iTiT CsRiftif f%^i3 

TO &k\ji ^ TO^i "yFTv (Tf’jffe I ^r^rsz^ %t ^'3Rt(:5T< 

^ri%»lTO5 Q C*fC*f “RT «r^ff ft I (Hear the speaker reaches the time limit) 

^fwi ^lo firfit ^ TO^, TOtr^ ^snr ofi^ i or 

OdtOr TO ^ TO^l TO15 ^Itfii' ?1 I ^ ^K5TO^ 

TO TOfif^ I ^iTO m '^rrjc^^ '41^^? ?rwj 

C^Tf^ TOl «il^ Tot *TfSt cni? Government ij^ ®TO**t CSTfo 

^^TO TOTO tS TOC^ I TOTO ’Wn 

TO-T?J7?C^59 TOC^ I ij:TO ^^rrs tor Governments)^ 

^ TO S)^ iprm ^ ^rcm \ tot M cTOrf^ Ft^ 

C 8 TO ?4R cvrc¥ I TOfTRT f%,f^ ^ fypfp^ f%jf^ Union 

Boards)? President s|?: yr5rTO< Wih TORI ?rwTOll f: 5 T%TO i 
8 fiR FTO TO FRn (diw Special officer S) 17 [ ?mTOl fro ^ST f^f 
Of yr*TTO? TO TOi ^ To ^ ?n TO I ^ croi 

VC<tl TOf*t "fi ► ^®R ^TT^T'TOR siTO Government officials gTC? 4 ^ 

^tCT TOTtFR W^05 ^ (R^ fi-R sniRJTOl ^5T frcn 3T7R? ^<fT vaTOl FIT 

^ITORfC^? TO CTO iSt'^ »TOffr TOTCTO^R TOfsTT TUB fei i ^ 
TOTOtr ^ TO^*f s)^ c^r TOft^ c? Rtrc?? 

TO) TO s)^ TO*t f f%l?T yr^TTOlR? TO (Re'S f Rfft TOC5 Fit Govemmentsif 
¥fa^ nfiTOTO (R TO Sli* ^ 57 #<| (RR'fl ^RR ; TO TO 31 =n 
?? 3C^ 4^ TO Special offioeiTO ^ WtPfC? fTO 01 4 TO) CTO ^ TOTO 
«n TOTOi 

frJhrs: TO 4 ^ TOT TOF ration card TOl« I TOTOT TO?1 CTOf^ C? 
RfhlCTO TOT ration card issue ^ ^ \ ?fiiTOTO d Committee ration card 
TO. CW OomatHeei memberv) TOICTO TOCf (R TOl TOW TOt 
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if?rr wjcommend Government offioials ^00 Rto I ^ 

^<rT \00 ^^5n, fVl Government offioials ration 

card issue Rcs^'W ^ I A. D. M. 

^ issue S. D. 0. > h 

«fRl issue 5TC^ I «rRi«f wf^ officials^ 

C*r 9 ^ OTTC^ ration cardjJ^ VC?rT 

^ ^ 
’srrfir ^ ^r 5 t»f?n:^ c^r (f^ or c^riv^ »ilrRT Oovernmrnt 

^ ^ f% ^1 1 =raj ^ 

C^ !Tn :n?T 07 (FfP\ nC5F 

^fc^‘-Ri ^RR, iJ c^ c^ •ti r 

^ (.^?i ^t505 ^.=7 F], fyrPF 

I ^ir<i ^i o 

C 5 ^s ^ ^ tou csh iir^ri 

^ S<t 5 PT 4 <t c^rc’^' <C 5 T wc^ 

7^ ^ 'zrTZi »f*t5 ^frRrsrrarFl sfJt ^nTt^fTW 

^ 4 ^ fnfe 'aim c^ vRyH H«tl 'armtTR 4 C»TC^ 

Fit vff^ 3 T ^1 7^ Fpfi^ (TT^ 'BTf^Tc^ rrS Fit Fp^ j?! T^rs^rtfs? 

vfmTT -Tt^-T irfirfrcr^ ofr o^ i ^Fm\ ^ 5 . 'a^rsr*^ '^'^1 ’mo^r fvc^r 

^fv’STfF:^ !ftw Cbfel 

I (A voire : 4f^C^ I ) 4f^C^ F7r.Ftf'>n) I 

Khan Bahadur FAZLUL QADIR: Sir, for al»out a inorith I am arwO' 
elated with the food aitiiution 111 ( hittu^roiijr . I iiave seen many ecnitrollrMl 
shops and kitchens — both (iovernmeiit and pi i vale. 11 nee mill and other 
licenced hhop& where dour, atta, and suf^ar are heinj; ’■old at <ontiolled rates 
and the system of issuing Ration Cards. 

First of all, I cannot but eongratulute the (jovernment and the local 
officers for their zeal and earnestness in meeting the most serious situation, 
especially the efforts of the late Mr. Jameson. The condition of the town 
has much improved since March last and has been brouglit under control. 
What I think just and plain truth, is that if I do not slate those facts it 
will }>e unjust tm my part. I express ray grateful thanks to Mr. M. A. 
Ispahan! for his great sacrifice in foregoing a profit of some 40 lakhs of 
rupees. The attitude which m\ countrymen have adopted at this crucial 
moment is not praiseworthy. <0 i^oiirne there are few exceptions but the 
generaL tendency is to demand everything to be done by the Government and 
are to sit tight and look to our own comforts only. We forgot altogether 
the duties of citizens. We have some parts to play to ameliorate the condi- 
tion of sufferers. The traders are on the look-out Ui suck the blood of their 
countrymen. They wanted to remove the controlled price and they got it 
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for BIX montha. What they have done within this period? ^ey said that 
if controlled price be withdrawn, then there will be free circulation of food- 
stuffs and there will be general competition amongst the traders and the 
price will go down. Hut till now we see no sign of it, rather market is^ 
going up. So we think Government is justified in fixing the maximum price 
of rice. There is no rice in Chittagong town. All rice has disappeared and 
the local merchants have stopped dealing in rice, for, some of them were 
arrested for profiteering and black marketing in sugar. Government 
supplied fjajra but we do not know the use of it. 

What the intelligenlsia a^d other leading citizens are doing to meet the 
situation? What organisation or propaganda work they have done so long? 
Only J find that a few philanthropic merchants opened kitchens to supply 
food to the hungry beggars in addition to the five kitchens opened by tlie 
Government. They have earned the everlasting gratitude of the poor. It 
is worth mentioning here that Mr. Farid Ahmed Choudhiiry is feeding about 
600 beggars with hhichun at his Andarkilla residt^nce daily. Besides, he 
paid Ks. ‘J,000 to (he food eoinmittee. K. S. Ilaji Miyaii Khan, Mr. Adalal 
Khan and oilier inerehants of Khatiinganj are 1 ceding r>(M) to GOO beggars, 
and Mauivi Islam Khan (Jhoudlniri is feeding about 600 beggars at the 
shrine of Nazir Shah. All are being fed with Ihirhun daily once between 
6 and G p.m. Formerly (jovernment used to itUMl tin* poor with jaii 
but since the visit of the Ilon'ble Chief Mini'>t(‘r it Iiiin bi'cn improved to 
Bome extent. 

A food eommiltee has been f(Uined with Mi. M. M. Stuart, District 
Magistrati*, as its l*n*sident, and Hai Sahib N. M. Bar<lhan as Seeretai^ 
with some other memhers. The committee has raised about Hs. GO, 000 as 
public donation and is sup])lyiiig rice at the (’ontrolled rate (Its, 16 per 
imuind) to the organisers of tht‘ private relief kiteliens o]Mmed at town. They 
are uUo rendering help to the villagers. This is of course commendable. 
The di.striet autliorities have also sent some rice to the unions to sell at the 
controlled price to the poor and middle class peoj)le who do not like to go to 
relief kitchen o])eiu*d at each union. Flour, atta, sugar and millets have 
also been sent to unions to .sell at controlle<l rate. This arrangement should 
be continued. Now I .see the Bengal Government following Chittagong in 
every line of relief work enunciated at (.hittagoug. Ration Cards were first 
intiodured in March last and food eoinmittee (DiNtriet Relief Fund 
Committee) w’as also formed some iinmths ago. The Bengal G^erniuent is 
now introducing the Ration Can! system and has started a Central Relief 
Fund Committee. These are all noble projects which ought to be highly 
appreciated. Of course there are s<uue defeetvS in the system : these should 
be removed at an early date. As Chittagemg is an emergent and vulnerable 
area and eastern frontier of India, it can claim preferential treatment and 
deserves s^mdal consideration as it is the worst sufferer in all matters in 
eomimrison with other districts of Bengal, nay of India. 1 would therefore 
•uggest the following measures to be adopttnl soon and draw the iuimediatl* 
atloation of the District aiithoritie.H and the Government : — 

(n Ration ('ar<is. — 1’he Notice issued by the District Magistrate on 2iind 
July, 1943, and the statement made by the Ilon'ble Mr. 11. S. Suhrawardy, 
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Minister of Ciyil Supply, dated the 5th July, \\m, in the Benj^al Legislative 
Assemhly, extracts of which are noted helow. 

Extract of Notice issvxd by the District Magistrate, on 'd^nd July, 

“ Rs. 25 per month is the limit except tluit it increases or 

decreases by Rs. 2 for every member of a family in exeevs or short ol 5. 
Children below d are not counted and between ■! ami 12 aie on half ” 

Extract from the stntenumt of the Supply Mnustrr^ dated the /ith July, 1,W, 

“Turning now to Calcutta A'l a beginning, it ha> been pro- 

j»osed to ration nit‘s>ing group's in receipt of an a\crage jmr capita inc»»me 
of Rs. 20 per inensein nr less so far as rice is coiK'erned In nuifassal 
towns, rationing shonld siinilarlv lake pl.ice 

From the close study of the above notice and statement we find that 
(^ahaitta pe(»ple are inort* fortunate than (Oiitlagong in respect of su|»ply (»f 
foodstutVs and Ratioiv (^u'<ls. The inconn* <0 the pe<*)»lc ot Calcutta is Its. 20 
per capita per »nen''cni \\liih‘ that ol Chittagong is IC. 2”> |»ef lamily which 
has been gericrally adopted for eligibilitv ol gi'tling ICition Cards. This 
dift'erential trealnu'ut lla^ caused giave le^entinent to the In aits <0 ih(‘ jieople 
of (Oiit?iigong. A deputation waited upon tin* lloir])h‘ ('hiid Minister on 
the oth August last to redress the grievances of the people of Ciiittagong but 
nothing has yet been done. The people of Chillaaong^ jiart ii ularly ciaiui 
the same sorts of privileges that are being given or propose<l to he given U» 
the people of Calcutta. Rather they demand in<»n» liberal and giuierous 
tieutment in all respects ia: being in dangei zones and suhjia tial to constant 
bombing by the eneni\. 'I’he\ urgi* tor the .scrnnis consideration of (lovern- 
uient. 

(2) Ration coupons should be distributed on or before the tiist day of the 
month. 

(3) (h)nlr(dled shops should remain open from S n.in. to 8 p.ni. so that 
there should not he any rush of people. 

f4) Rice should be supplied bi-weekly so that there may not he any 
ditfieulty in ilistrihuting it to the public and keep tbem waiting fi»r a long 
time. 

Occasional inspection and surprise visit sliould be aiianged to stop 
the black marketing in all shofm either controlled or licensed to sell food- 
stuffs and kerosine oil at eontndled rate. 

f6) Within the municipal area Ward Food Committee he framed with 
officials and non-officials to supervise the controlled shops or do oilier 
organisation. 

i7) Rice milled in Chittagong mills are siinplv detac hed from husk. It 
Should be polished to some extent, 

(8) Signboard .should be given in all c*bntr<dled shops stating the rale 
of fciodstuff and the limit of goods to lx* supplied to esu h To cjheck 

the double sale and cheating names of purchasers should he noted. 
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^9) Union Village Food CommitteeH should be directed to organise 
vtuthti hhihhya system in their unions and realise the alms from the families 
who have got cultivation and other means of livelihood in order to help the 
poor and supplemenl the (Government kitchens. For collection of muthit 
hil'hya volunteers should he organised under the auspices of the Village 
Food Ooinraittee. 

I have represented many of the above facts to tlie District Magistrate 
and the Divisional (Commissioner and hope that the Tlf^n'ble Minister after 
hard struggle whatever is getting for us, he should see that we may not be 
depiived from his gift and his assurances are fiillv complied with. 

Khan Bahadur A, M. L. RAHMAN: Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir, after 
iili that has ])een sai<l by tlie other member.- ot tliis House 1 do not propose 
to take much time of tlie House, but J simijly "niit to draw the attention 
<d the (iovermenf atid the Ijonourabh* member- of the H(»use to the bitter 
truth that there are some distressed area.s in Hengal in wliich there is such 
a scarcity of food that relief work has become almo.st an imj)nssihilit y. 
One instance of tijal is Nilphamari in the distric t of Hangpur. I have 
just come from Nilpliamari which is admitted on all hands to he the most 
distressed area in North Hengal. (Government have opened .some gruel 
kitchens and non-official organisations have also started work bnt niy 
information which I carefully collected is that tlcc ciuantitx of rice available 
there is practically nil. Neither gruel kitchens nor non-official organisa- 
tions cun continue to do an\ gcKul work if food i- not available (|uickly for 
distribution. The conditions that I witnc»(‘d with m\ own eves are 
dreadful beyond words. 1 need not go into the harrouiiij^ details of that 
gruesome spectacle, hut, Sir, let me sufmiit to the House that death nit.e 
and particularly infant mortality is apullfiig and unless foodgrains are 
despatched at once the entire subdivision will be littered w’ith the dead in 
the next two months, ( holeru has already taken a very heavy toll. 
Mouths of continued hardsliip bus so lowered the ph\.sical resistance of tlce 
poor that delay in supply simply niean.s inevitable death of struggling 
humanity. 

Sir, to my intense surprise 1 found that tlie hospital at Nilphamari 
stood in urgent need of fund for food and treatment of emergeney cases 
admitted now. Medicine is also an iniiiiediate necessitv to the dispensary 
there to meet the situation. To save that countryside from utter ruin and 
desolation foodgrains and iiiediidiie have to be rushed at once. We have 
had enough of statements and couiiter-stateiiients, enough recriminations, 
but I hope. Sir, all that will he stopped now and (fovermiieiit will not 
waste a moment’s time to save precious human lives. 

Mauivi ABUL HA8HIM: Sir, having bad no op|>ortunity to visit 
other parts of Bengal I do not find my.self in a position to speak generally 
for the provim*e as a whole. Whatever I may say I will say only witlj 
reference to my district. Except that I have difference of opinion with 
• the present Ministry with regard to some minor details of their policy I 
do not think I have much to say against the general policy they have 
adopted for the solution ol the food problem. 
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Sir, this evening in view of the gravity of the situation and the ghastly 
scenes wdiich we see every day around us I have decided, heiiig fulK 
conscious of offending the conventions of Western parliamentary practice, 
to speak out iny mind ireely without fear or favour from nii}’ parts. Sir 
I am sorry to say that so far as the execution of the policy is ciuoerned I 
must as one belonging to the Ministerial Parly admit that this (iovirmnent 
has signally failed. So far as the execution of the^ policy is concerned 1 
am definitely ot opinion that they have signally failed. (“Hear’', “hear 
from the Opposition Benches.) 

Sir, here is Mr. Suhrawardy sitting and 1 wish this evening to Hpmik 
straight to him some of his defects which, I think, are resjmn.sihb* for the 
failure of his policy, and wlicii 1 do so 1 j*an assure him that I .shall dj» so 
in the spirit of a friend. Ever since he assumed the rcsponsi])ility of the 
Supply Department he became .so bus\ that he bet'ume absedntely 
immobile. 1 bad ot'casioiis to visit his office sovtoal times at No. 7. Chundi 
Lane. There I found him closcttcd with a laigc number of men and 1 do 
not know why he kept inemhers of his party and repiesenfatives of rnral 
Bengal sitting outside his office for hours onl\ to be t<di] at last that he 
had no time to talk to them In f.'ict I had occasion to wail for ii hours and 
dO minutes. Sir, in (»rd(*i' that th(*re may be succ(*ss in iht* cMH’ntion of 
this fooil policy it absolutel> necessary that the (lovernment should come 
in direct touch with th<‘ jieoplc. However much busy he may he Ins 
remaining will not heal our sores. 

Sir, in Ifurdwun recently ae had floods. So lai as I know 
Mr. Suhrawardy I am <d opinion that fie has sufficient intelligmice and 
diligence but. Sir. I ha\e hegun feeling that In* lacks eonNidernbly the 
qualities ot heait wlinh aie n(M-csvar\ at ifiis eiisis to sol\e ihis nnght\ 
prohlein As I ii.i\c said, u »* h.u) tlnod- in mil dislnet linmediateK 
after the Hood** ! addressed a leltej to ihc IImh hie Minisiio giving soiio* 
vivid picture ci the sufferings ,0 in\ <lisfiicf Ear train coming to Burdvvan. 
far from giving an\ sympathetic reply to that letter. thf‘ Hon'file Minister 
had not even the time m the courtesy to a(*knou ledg<‘ the receipt of that 
letter. (Oies of “shame”, “slianie” fiom (iovcriaucnt BeiKdies. i (The 
Hou’ble Mr. H. S. SniUAWAKDY: There are 4,000 letters pending. It is 
not yours alone.) Y’es. I know that.. 

Sir, the Supply Department in order to make then policy a HUCceEs 
require the higheHt honesty, integrity and efficiency. But we find ami 
find very painfully that the task of actually executing this policy has been 
l«ft to the probationers and junior Sub-Deputy ( ollectora. They are the 
Diftrict and Subdiviaional Supply Officers. Sir, besides this, I have seen 
the District Magistrates and the .Suhdivi.sional Officers having no care, no 
anxiety forMhe fulfilment of the promises of the Hon’hle the Supply 
Minister. In my district during the Food Drive (lovernment seized large 
•locks, seized them only because if these were left with the hoarders, they 
would have indulged in anti-social activities, but 1 am constrained to say 
Ihat up till now those seized paddy ure in hoard, and particuiarijr during 
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these hard montbH when people are starving in the districts, the Sub- 
divisional Officers and <he Collectors of the Supply Department, everyone 
is sitting tight over these hoards and not starting free kitchens or opening 
cheap grain shops in spite of repeated appeals from the leaders and the 
masses. Sir, many of us here are not aware of what has happened there 
during the recent flood. Nearly 250 square miles of land are under water. 
More than 500 villages have become islands. Over 100 boats are plying 
over the Grand Trunk Road. We very much expected that in consideration 
of the tragedy the Hon ’hie the Home Minister will move from his seat 
and visit those places and sympathise with the suffering people. Sir, I 
am definitely of the opinion that the policy of the Ministry however 
excellent, however nice, however efficient it may he, can never be executed 
in the way in which they w'ould like it to he unless they move from district 
to district and meet the representatives of the masses. Sir, I may cite one 
instance. As soon as the flo(»d came in, the Hon’ble Revenue Minister to 
whom we are all grateful went immediately to the spot along with the 
Communication Minister. The hrst thing that they <lid w’as to convene a 
meeting of all the representative organisations at the Burdwan Raj Palace 
and constituted a United Official and m>n-Offi( ial Relief (’ommittee of 
which the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan is the President. This 
was sufficient for solving the flood pr(»hleni there and 1 admit frankly with 
gratitude that so far as the flood is concerned, we have no grievance against 
the Government, [f the Him’hle the Supplv Ministei (‘ures to visit district 
hy district and in the same wa.\ calls meetings oj the rej)resentatives of 
all sections and forms committees like the one stated before and gives 
instructions to tlie ofhoials t(» follow them in co-operation with the 
representatives of the non-idticials, 1 think within a V(‘ry .^liort time, if 
their policy is honestly executed, they will he save<l from criticisms that 
they are receiving now. 


Sir, I would like to draw your pointed attention to one more thing. 
During the Food l)riv<‘ the Supply Department organised food committees 
in every union and village in Bengal. At that time they said that those 
food committees would not cease to function inime»iiately after the Food 
Drive, but they shall continue to work until they will be developed as 
permanent Palli MivtS'al Saniities. In onler that u particular organisation 
may function proju'rly and efficientl\. they must command the confidence 
of the iwoplo^and in order that they may command the confidence of the 
people, it is necessary that they must eoutinue, but we are surprised to find 
that the Ministry by a recent circular has instructed the officials to organise 
the relief committees ignoring the food committee's or at any rate putting 
them aaide. That is what has happened in my district. What I saw 
practically in my district is this: the Subdi visional Officers and Collectors 
are ignoring these food committees completely and they are setting up new 
committees. If there is a multiple of ecunmittees no committee will ever 
command the confidence of the people. They w'ill succeed in creating a 
sense of frustration in the minds of the people. 1 do not blame the Food 
Minister* I appreciate his difficulties, I appreciate his seriousness and I 



1W3.1 


SPECIAL MOTIONS ON FOOD. 


m 


appreciate hi« sincerity. I do not question his honesty, efticiency or 
integrity, but I would appeal to him to coovsider if he is, at this stage after 
having worked for so many months and having formulated a policy, in a 
position or not to move into the district and show his sympathies with u» 
by his presence there and organising relief committees, if he thinks that 
these committees are necessary to strengthen the reorganisation of the 
food committees on a proper basis in consultation with the officials. He 
should ask the officials fully to c<»-operate with the non-oflicials. Unlesa 
this is done I think there is no chance whatsoever of their prdicy l>eing 
executed in actual practice, and if this is not done, the situation will 
remain as it is and people will continue to starve and die. The average 
death roll in the Burdwan town — I have ascertained it from the head 
scavenger, because ibis is tbe correct source of infonnution — is something 
like 20 to 2o every day. Sir, I may repeat once more for your information 
that the (officers of tbe <listrict, particularly the subordinate officers ara 
simply behaving in a scandalous manner and joking with the starving 
people. I am aware of one iiistame where one subdivisional officer of 
Burdwan asked tbe peo])le (>f a certain union to gather at a certain place 
on a particular day to give them fiw food. These peoj>Ie assembled there 
and found nothing. Similarly, another day was fixed and within a short 
time we found the peojile coming hack hopeles.sly walking about 4 to 5 
miles for food. They are thus making enud jokt‘s with the starving 
people. If the Ministix are scriou*., they must have full control over 
th<*se suhnrdiiiatf* otliciU". and t|ie\ slomld that the subordinate officers 
do care f(» <*\e<'nte iIk* [xdicy that tiiUernment iia\e cnunciattal. Other- 
wi.se tlic situation will icmain as it is. 

Ill I'omdusion I beg ot the Hon hie Supply .Minister to b‘av<’ Calcutta 
for some time and loin round tin* lura) aicas. The lural areas art* ht*ing 
neglet'ted. Tlie ei(\ is being atti*n<h*(l to. The towns and tht? di.slricts 
are al.so to some extent attended to, hut the rural arcus are being thorouglily 
and fully and hopeb‘ssIy ignoicd. 'I'fie subdi\ isional oiiiccr.s <lo not move 
from their headquarters. 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH SEN: Mr Deputy S])cak( r. Sir, the 
Hon’hle Mr, Suhrawar(l\ has made an inordinattdy lengths speech on the 
present food situation in Bengal, and as usual, his speech contains much 
smoke but little fire. A.s usual, tht*re is also iinuh tliuiolcr against 
hoarders, stuckists and traders. He has also, true to his wont, offered us 
u number of promises for the present and the future, just as he has don« 
in the past. Meanwhile, the piteou.s wailings of the hungry milbon.s are 
rending Bengal's sky and men, women and children are dying of sturvatiom 
in thousands. The present Ministry has been in office for the last six 
months, and about their record in tackling the foot! si I nation during thui 
4)eriod, the less said the better. They started with the theory that there 
was no shortage in Bengal and it was only the hoarders and profiteers who 
had brought about this terrible situation now' prevailing in Bengal. Huf 
today Mr. Suhrawardy recants all what he said before and sings in p 
different tone. He has for the Erst time admitted that '*the stocks arf 
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lifitber considerable in the bauds of consumers nor of the trade nor of the 
«iiiployers”. For the edification of the uninitiated he has also recounted 
11 factors that h^d- brought about the present food situation in Bengal. 
But Mr. Suhrawardy ha.s not said anything as to how he wants to solve 
the crisis. He has not placed before the House any concrete scheme for 
the solution of the present food crisis. Nor has he taken us into confidence 
as to what he wants to do in the rural as well as in urban areas. From all 
<jiiarterM, high and mighty, we are told that wagon loads of foodgrains are 
ilaify arriving in Bengal. But where are they going to? Although 
Mr. Suhrawardy has said that there are no great stocks in the hands of 
traders in general, l)ui he has not told the House whether any hig stock 
was either recovered or found with Messrs. Lspahani & Co, or with any 
other Government Agent. . 

There are still two months to go for the main rice crop, viz., trrnan, to 
come into the market. With all the re.sources to he made available to the 
province from outside together w’ith tlie tn/s crop harvested and an 

estimated outturn of the az/i/j// (‘rop, it is imt absolutely impossible to 

att(‘mpt a solutiou of tht* problem in a rational manner. Tlie problem is 

mainly one (»f <irgauiHation, distri])uilon and control. If Bombay, w'hich 
is dependent for its food supply on impoiled stuft’s from out.side, has 
sm-ceeded in making a solution, as satisfactory as is possible under the 
present circumstanees, there is no reason why Bengal should not be able 
to ilr> so. As 1 liave .said in fme of m\ ])ress statements as early as July 
thi^ year that if a satisfuctor\ solution of the food problem is to be 

attempted, the needs of ( ulcut tu and the industrial area ami those of the 
rural areas should he considered separately. 1 also suggested on that 
iX'cusion that as (he resiMuisihility for feeding ( uleutia ami tht‘ imlustrial 
urea is one mainl> eoiieeruing the Tetitre, the rei|uir<Miients of this zone 
should he met h\ imiMuts from ou(si<ie the prosmec lathe? than hv drawing 
on the aln’ady short supplier in the distiicts. 

Even now I would suggest that the (io\ eminent should ba.se then- 
policy on the reeognitioii of that primiple ami ac-t aeeordingly. The 
solution would be easier if a system of strict rationing is introduced in 
Calcutta and other municipal towns in Bengal. These areas should as far 
«s possible be supplied with imported foodstuffs. So far as the rural 
areas are concerned the people might be told to help themselves with their 
resources as far as possible and where acute deficits manifest themselves, 
the Government shouhl come to the rescue of tho.se areas from supplies 
received from outside the province. In this connection, I consider it 
pertinent to point out that in the interest of an equitable and successful 
distribution of the available foodgrains, any scheme of rationing that might 
be embarked upon by the Government should operate through normal 
trade channels under Goveriuiient control, direction and supervision, ar 
has been successfully done in l^mbay. Ginwriniieivt .should also set up an 
Advisory* Committee of non-officials and representatives of Trade to act as 
tt liaison between the Government, the trade and the public. This would 
al«o help in the generation of a feeling of confidence in the public mind. 
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Trade hal always co-operated' with the Government to the best of its 
ability. But it is unfortunate that apart from showing lip sympathy to it 
and bolding occasional conferences, the Government have not so far shown 
any anxiety to seek its co-operation. Instead, trade has every reason to 
feel aggrieved on account of the manner in which its interests* have from 
time to time been sacrified by the Government. I may also mention in 
this connection, that the trade has, with its vast organisation throughout 
the province, successfully performed the w^ork of feeding the people in the 
past. But this entire organisation Itas now been disUkcated by a Govern- 
ment machinery consisting of a few civilians having no knowledge of the 
circumstances, practices and experience of the trade and having no stake 
in the matter. The officials have mismanaged the whole thing, either 
with some purpose or because of whimsical actions taken by tliem. The 
result of their experiments with a vital matter like food supply has been 
Mmply disastrous. If the Ministry is serious about it. even now u solution 
can be found. Bui is it in a mood tf> do mo** If it is, let it give the proof 
)*\ its deeds, and not words. 

Df. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Sir, may 1 ri.se on a question of 
privilege?' We. the members of this Legislature, are being inconvenienced 
tor want of suppl\ of petrol tor our use for the days we have been attending 
Hiis House. We have appr()ache<l the Secretary in this connection and our 
legistratitkii books have dul> been depositeil al(»ng with necessary request. 
Hut still it appears that there 1 .-. .something in the offic'e which is standifig 
■n the way. Sir, tlic office exists for the rnemliers and not the memhers 
for the offic'e A\ ould \oii kindl\ see that nece.ssary action is taken in 
the niatt<T!" 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER* .Al* light, I sfiall see to that 

iSauIvi ABDUL WANED : 

•<! trinryfipif 

A ^ir John Herbert 

^ tj'=?lc*T‘ "^A \ 'p. i fb^, 

■ ^fc*f \bA ''il'AA C‘ftp'7! 5 ‘cifp'^ ( 't'-f'A 

"•'trpf'-, Ol <pPp^ CP-P -PTiJ -i]] 

f^Ari V] 1 gM trr^c-pr ^a pfi?*? 

S'.k^, Ai i ^^tr-wA 

Y'A^fy'jfb ! s'>A Atn;: — 3 *^ 

.ri,\ — oj *. (*4 Si, in '/ATA --<'7.;-! 'srt'. 44 

^ 1 , ^4 7^:5 ^4 Parliamentary SiSTctary — TUyA 5^147,® | CT=14 

cHsrai fjrni catc*T, zm 'ti strsT, •^sfi fk^. 5f« cs^ ?Fr», i?n '•twrt cK^ni 

l4 
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fircsT ?1?7T, ^ c^vs to 

irtCR^, "srf? ‘^5‘<i CTOor^ ^i; i 3t^ '5\J:^ — 

*‘5l^ TO TO f-r®, TO T^, 
iU=i firro 

to 5tc^ r^, 

^fro -r^i f^*S5T r>K< wA-i c^-r*i"i 

TO ^'TO irfv; ^ TO»I I TO^. 

TOtOT c^rr^' "SR/rc^ <tfi^ TO^f% — TO TOt^rf^^ ^fsR'^^ 

^sTO-n' -.TO ^TO. TO ^\rM ^ifT.^ll $TO 

^.5R I C31t^ '>rTO fr^T TO TOC^, 

n^T c.5h TOC^. ^ TO'3 I -^2^ TON' TO 

TO I ‘VTO^n 2TO'i' C^ \^f5n, TO'S ?<f to” (laughter) I 

(Ni*^tTO TO 7C15^ (TJ ’rf:5TOt»f ij-j ^ cTO 
TOit^^ ^ <:TOP TOTO^’ TOCf , TO' TOr^ 

TOi ^rfr-< •ifrfi (Trfft ^^TO c^^i TO%5r-^' 

^Ts ^ISTOts TOCVW — TOrc^ 15^^ TOC^ CTO ? ^ti^l TO 

tiicTOT-iT cTO r,T?z^^i ? '-ffvmr ^mti; 23TO ^vri to^ — 

TO?:*»T TO ^ w.i; ^.“5 ^ TOT f^^ccTu- <it7.^r^ 

*f(& ’R'l', <5^ TO OffB'l ^1 cTO TO TIT f>c*l 3Jtv|l ■<5 wc^ , 

vfc< 5 ^ s TOf*^ (TJ TOC'^f ^3r T-jT^i — CTO ^! CTO^fllV*/ 

ajz^<i c*^rTOc^< licoiiHo c<tcT:»pf — cto i515^t. iji^i. sTO cmro. ^troi, 

C'^CTC^» 1 , 51t*f| '^CTO&ii TOn feT.'!^ — '^t'^ TOC’^ TT.^ ‘ 

TO‘^t:TO s^^rlTO^-t — 9T®t-^‘ ^syK. ef^ CTO c^t^ ^rferor 

v?^* ^ I <^;tc^f< c’Tt ^tlCTij fro ^TOrt-4 ^wj tor i ij^ c^ 'jTOti — to*i 

TO tffxlTO TOT^ vff|;<,7f TTt^ — TO'^MT WTO 3frvfi -^i | 

Tfsn nr/C^'i^' ^Ivfi cTO TOta* TOr^R viJT* TO*^ TOCgR I TO SR^^TOC't^ TOf- 

^cTO^r — .iiTO^ ^irTO c^rcTO*?!, 

TOitT^ ^tfrot^i, (R ^if^TTtr*! c=^r^ *^nTO t i 

?1 CTO. ^TT T5T tt:’ 5 C'^tCR TOTTO ^rc =1 1 ^ 31 $ 

^TO C^TTO, 'm frro CTTO'” I T CTO. TOTOT»f, ^ItfTOtC^^ 
f%^, ^,TO TOm TO w w wnR Ki m fr 

tr%TO TO^, TO TOiITS TO I ^fJ^Tv' TO'TS 3 TO^TICTO TOl TO. TO 

TO, >m:5rif\wft!n:^ cto to. to, to ^<>^j cn^ c?^ ^mryr^ wni 

TOnn TOc^ — TO*f? TOfi-mcR tot. toi toi? tot?. 

■r^ •Ts ferm ;,p, ^ toc^ i 

TO CTO ^Wi(, m\ -rite^ ’Ifft TO TO, TO, TO TO, TO C^ 

TOmW TOm TOT f% TOTn TOITO T TO f% 4^ 
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^ I ^ vrr?|n:;^ 

MW ^1 1 c?C5 '51^ ^»Kr< T-nr 

cstWif OK^^a '4tcar 

?rfw I tflif^ "SRTi (Tf^^T I isrr^t^j' fir“/PT, Rd*^ ^ to to '*rr^ 

^1 1 0^ 


Adjournmefit. 

T1h‘ Ilou-ie wuN then n<lj«>un»iMl at •'»“ >"> p.m. till !l a.ni. on Satunifty. tlio 
18th Septembfr, IfM-t. at tlu* A>‘'<‘nihl\ Hou^o, t'alcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled tinder 
the provisions of the Government of India Aet, 1935 . 

The Assembly in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
18tb September, 1943, at 9 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausheb Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 175 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Artioiss allowed to be taken away by the security prisoners on release. 

*43. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in char^re of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to 
state 

(t) whether security prisoners on tbeir release from jails are allowed to 
take with them only one dhnti, one shirt and a pair of shoes and 
the other articles are kept back from them by th(‘ Jail authorities ; 
(n) whether the released security prisoners find that due to their deten- 
tion, they have lost their former sources of income and that they 
will take some time to procure new sources of income by which 
they will he able to maintain themselves and their families; and 

(17/) whether on all previous occasions of detention detenus were allowed 
to take with them all the urticles they were nsinjr in the jails or 
camps Y 

(i)) It tin* answer to is in tlif atiirmativt*. will tin* Iloiri)l(‘ Ministto 

l>e pleas(‘<l^to state whether he is ionsidenn^^ the desirability of permitting 
the reh*ased 'seeiuitv prifHotieis to lake with tlieni all the articles given to 
them in theii di'tention in jails^ 

((’) It the answer to [h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister he 
pleased t(’ stale the reasons thereof? 

MINISTER in charge of HOME (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed Ali on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): 

1 have since issiual ordins \\hcich\ '.c<-uiit> prisoners are j)erniiit(*fl 
to taki' with llicni, at the tune tu lluni icleasc. all items of (Nothing 
and personal elTects supplied h\ tioverntnenf during the year prior to their 
reh'ase and all articles purchnstMl h\ them during tlieir detention partly 
or wholly with their own nnmev. * 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: lias this order heen given effect to and, 
if »o, when P 
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iCtiafi Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. very recently. 

MR. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : ^ StHUirity 

prisoner^! ^1 GovernmentiI< ^0^ m ■;5Tr*^ f^ix? 

fra f% ^sxrt TTT r 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. Sir 

Crimes committed for want of food grains. 

*44. Maharaja 8RI8CHANORA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: Will the 
Ilon’hlc Minister in ihar^e ot the Jloim* Jh'juii tiiient he pleiihcd to lax on 
the Table a statcMuent ^hox\ di'^trn t hy <li‘»tnit, f<»r the year up to 

June, JlMJi — 

(fi) the nuitilKM (d daeojties eninnnttetl to obtain supplies of fotnl ^^rainv; 
(/i) the numbei <»f t(M)<i iiots, arid 

the nuinbei of suu ide^ oi deaths «lue t(^— 

I ;) star vat ion. and 

itr) acute e(‘onf>iiiic (li‘<tifss y 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon*bie Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin). Th(> infonnation asked liN the honourabl(> lueinlier is such 
as will involve labour xxlnrh t> nol romiiieji>.urate with ilo* utilitx a< hie\ed b\ 
statistics called for. 

Mr. ATUL 4IHANDRA SEN: May 1 know how (ioverninent assess the 
gravity of the faniine situation in the absence of infonnation us to the 
number of deaths due to starvation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Here it is not onl\ the question of 
famine but it is a question that was sent up some time back for statistics 
for the whole of the year and up to June. H)4d. and it includes statistics 
of the number of dacoities, etc , eoniinitted and if information is t(» be 
supplied, that has to be called for from every district which will involve time 
and labour which will not be commensurate with its utility. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May 1 know hou (iovemmeut assaas the 
gravity of the famine situation in the absence of infr»rniation asked for in 
rjuestion (c) — the number of deaths due to starvation? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So far as information regarding to 
is concerned. Government get it. 

Dr. NALINAKiHA 8ANYAL: Has (joverfimeut discontinued the 
* practice of collecting reports from districts., from pohVi* offices for the 
purpose of having the Annual Administrative Report of the Police Depart* 
inent published which show's classified the numbei of dacoities committed 
and the number of riots committed in each district and in each area as ilso 
the number of deaths from suicide and starvation ? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The present GoTemment has not 
digcoulinued it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: WUI the lion’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if it in not possible to find out from that administrative report statistics 
which are c(»l)ecled normally to answer these questions and if so why was it 
not possible for the present Government to collect figures on that basis*' 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: These figures will come after the 
>ear is completed. Apart from that fact, Government get consolidated 
reports and it will involve a lot of time and labour to look into the details 
of dacoities and deaths. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Bon’ble Minister please state 
it it is a fa(;t that fortnightly reports of district administration.s are sub- 
mitted to (bivernment and from the suminary of that re}>ort it is possible to 
ascertain the reasons for any crimes in the res]a*ctive areas as wellr' Has 
tlie present Goverfumuil exonerated the District Officers from submitting 
such fortnightl\ report h? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tht ‘sc re])orts are only summary 
rejKirts ami no detail is given. Here the honourable member wants the 
number of dacoilies eommiltml to obtain supply of foodgrains. That means 
that Government will lla^e to go into the tletail.s ol reports winch will 
involve a htl of lime and lahoni'. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will (iovernmeiit he pleased to state if 
either the Parliamentary Secretary con(‘erned or the Minister in charge has 
ever had occasion to go through some of the fortnightly rei)ort8 which do 
give the ahstrael reasons for crimes in each areaJ^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This is only a summary report. 

Dr. NALIMAK8HA 8ANYAL: The question also wants a summary and 
nothing more. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It wants details — numbers of deaths, 
riots and dacoities. 

Propoeatl regarding ramoval of Dacca University elsewhere. 

*48. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANGULI: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether 
it is in the contemplation of Government to remove the University of Dacca 
els<‘where outside Piiistern Bengal? 

(h) If the answer to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
Iw* pleased t(» state the reason therefor? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister considering the desirability of giving up th«^ 
piN>j»osa] of removing the University from Dacca? 

MINISTER in chargoof tha EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tlia HoiPbia 
Mr. Tamiiudclin Khan): (a) No. 

(h) and (c) Do not arise. 



1943.] QUESTIONS. 203 

AiMssion and troatmant of seourity pHsonars in the Medioal Golli0i. 

•48. Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY: in) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
cbaige of the Public Health and Lf.cal Stdf-Goverumeut l>e{mrtinent l)e 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that — 

(V) the security prisoners who are sent to the C’ulcutta Medical College 
Hospital foi treatment are admitted into Dr. (Ihoeh’s Ward in 
surgical cases and in Dr. Wahed’s Ward iu luedicid eases; and 

(it) no choice is left to them for selection of their Surgeon or Physician 

ib) If the answer to (^j) is in the aflirmative. will the Hon’ble Minister 
b<^ jdeased to state the reason why the security prisoners are not allowed to 
have their own selection of their Surgeon or Physician? 

<r) If the answer to {//) is in the negatue, is the Ilon'ble Minister con- 
sidering the dcsirabilitv of eiojuiiing into the matter and removing tl»e 
restriction, it any? 

<(I) D tlie llon’hlc Mini''tei awart* tliat ihets jMesiiilsMl hy the Surgemi 
or Physician of the Medical CoFlege Hospital ait* cm tailed and I’orit roll(*d 
b\ some pfMso!) othei than the pie‘'Ciibing Suig<»ons oi Pliysiiiaiis ? 

wi It the iinsw(*r t«) {il) in the negative. i<, the !fon*hl(‘ Minist(*r con- 
sidenng tiie <ie'^iM l*dit \ <•} ninkiug iie<ess:»i\ empiiiies into tlie matter? 

'/) It th(* answer t»t u/) i>. in the .dhrinalive. is the Ilon’ble Ministei 
coiisidoniig the (lesi I ,d»i 1 1 1 \ of lakintr "teps th.it the jiatients hn* not dejoived 
of diets juescrihed b\ their dis tor.s ? 

if}) Will th(‘ Hon’hle Ministei la* pleased state whethei there is any 
supervision made b\ a coniiadent medii al man of the i is>ked and other diets 
regarding their ([uality Indore being served to patients? 

«/i) If the answer to (<j) is in the negative, is the Ilon’ble Minister 
eonsidering the desi lability of taking stejK so as to ensuie a proj)c»r hu|»6i- 
vision by a medi< al man of the diets oi patients lH>fore> being s(M*ved to them? 


MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (Khan Sahib Hamiduddin Ahmad on 
behalf of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a) {n 

Security firisoner^ who arv MOit to the Mediral t’ldlcgc llo^pip-ds. ('alcufta. 
for treatment are ailmitted into the \mihU of the Additional Surgeon and 
the Additional Physician fd th»* liosjdtal. 'rhose who me suticring from 
disease's of the e\e. ear. no^e or throat, ote., are admitted into the wards 
of tlie spotdalists in ..udi disease^. In future viuritv pri-amers will be 
admitted in the waids cd the head^ ol department', of the in-Htitution, vi/,.. 
Q^e I’rofessor of Mc’dieine, l*rofe.''.oi of Siirgeiv. Professoi oi Mjflwifer> 
and Professor of Ophthalmii* Surgery. 

(it), (b) and (r) Patients in the gemjial winds have to U? admitted 
under the Surgeons or Physicians at c ordiug to the acimission roeter and for 
ohvioiiB reasons they cannot be given any choice. 
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{d)f {e) and (/) Diets for patients have to be prescribed within the limit 
sanctioned by Government, via., 12 annas per head per diem. When 
diet prescribed by a Surgeon or Physician exceeds the sanctioned limit, it 
has to be cuHailed by the Sui^rinteiident ot the hospital. The pre8cril)ed 
diet is, however, never curtailed by Ihe Superintendent so long as it doe^ tiot 
exceed tin* sarif tinned limit. This applies also to the paying patients ol the 
hospital. 

(/;) and (h) Diets are supervised by the medical officers in charge. They 
me also freciuently examined hy the Superintendent (d the hospital. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the H on’ble Minister 
pleased to stnfe how long the sanctioned amount, i.e., 12 annas per head pm- 
diem, is existing ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIOUDDIN AHMAD: The Ie^ ised order was passed 
h\ (ioverriment on tin* 2(ith November, n)42. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does (joveniment consider thn 
desirability of increasing the rate in view of the uhnoniial rise in prices f)f 
staple foodgrains? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: If time i^ any romplaim, 
(lovernment wdll certainly consider it. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; in vieu ot the fact that the com- 
plaint is there will the Government he pleased to consider it 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; As ] have alread; said. Govern 
ment will certainly consider it, if complaint is there. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In answer to {(l),{e) and (/) it 
staled “W^hen the diet prescribed b> a surgeon or physician exceeds the 
sanctioned limit, it has io be curtailed by the Superintendent of the 
hospital”. Ill view of the fact, therefore, that the surgeons ami physicians 
are fully competent to pre.seribe what of diet is t() be given to a 
patient, do the Government contemplate issuing directions that the Super- 
intendent should not interfere and the diet prescribed by the surgeons aj»d 
physicians should be adhered tof 

Khftfl Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD; Patients are not deprived of the 
iliet HO long as it is within the sanctioned limit. If the doctors prescribe a 
diet which exceeds the limit, then it has to be cut down. This is applicable 
in the case of all the patients. If control over finance is withdrawn, the 
Accountant-General, Bengal, will refuse to pass the diet bill. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Government be pleased to 
state if the security prisoners whose diet allowance amounts to Rs. 1-8 per 
diem have got io suffer a reduction in their diet allowance when they aiv 
illP 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Government cannot make a 
special case when they enter into the hospitals, but if any extra amount is 
paid by the jail authorities. Government will have no objection. 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Government consider the 
desirability of rataining the minimum sanctioned diet allowance for security 
prisoners whether they are in jail or in the hospital, as going to the hospital 
is not the choice of the patient hut it is a necessity of circumstances ^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUOOiN AHMAD: Tlu- priM.nor 

caiiuot be (jiven an> pivfereiifial trealmeiM ever the others. If they iire 
paifl anythins over and above the limit, the jails eoneeriied should arrange 
to supply. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Do tho (ioMMinncnt think it desiralde 
lo communicate to the jail authoiilieN tor nuainiiig the diet allowiinci* 
prescribed hy the Jail Department wlien an\ ^e(•urll\ jirismier will l»e in 
the Medical t'ollege or an\ other hospitals}" 

Khftn Sfthib HAMIDUDIN AHMAD: This ilepartnn'iit is concerned only 
with diet iti the hospital If an\ security pnsomu needs uriN thing more, he 
may move the Hoiik* lh‘|)urtmenf and the Jail iK^partment 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL. Will the (Jovernment he pltuised to state 
what urrangenients have been made h\ the Medical ami Ihihlic Health 
Department to see that the privileges and necessities of life provide] for the 
securitN prisoners in the jail art* not retluced when they are placed in charge 
of the Medical Department 1" 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I ha\e ;ilread\’ said that security 
prisoneiN are io»t given an\ special j<rt‘feienet*. 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: M\ tjuestion is what arratigenients the 
Medical Department have matle 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUOOIN AHMAD: No special anangeimujl has hei*fi 
made. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Scandalous. You ought to he ashamed! 

Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTAs Is the (iovernment aware of the 
fact that in the jail hospitals when the secuiitv prisoners are admittetl no 
limit is prescrihetl f* 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 want notict‘. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: ill the Minister in charge or the 
(iovemment be pleased to state when the security prisoners are in the 
Medical College Hospitals, do thev come under the control of the Meilical 
Department or still continue to remain under the control of the Home 
Department or Jail Department?' 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: With regard to treatment and 
diet allowance in the hospital, they are fully under the control of the 
Medical Department. 
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Dfi NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Government be pleased to state 
if their interviews and their attendance are g'uided by the Medical Depart- 
ment rules or by the Home Department rules? If not, why distinction is 
made and special case is made for these prisoners even when they are in 
the hospital? 

Khftll Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 have already answered thai 
it is not the Medical Department which control security prisoner patients. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: The member in charge has said that no 
discritninaiion can be made in the ho.spitaI. I ask him if any discrimina- 
tion in other respects other than the diet allowance is made ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Yes 

Mfi ATUL OHANDRA SEN: Will the (Toverument consider the desir- 
ability of permitting the security prisoners who are patients to spend money 
out of their own pocket over their diet while they are under treatment? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Provided the (]o(iors in charges 
ap])rove it. 

Dft NALINAKSHA SANYAL: In view ot the meagreness of this diet 
allowanee of annas 12 per diem mnler tlo* present emergeney will the 
GovernnuMit he phnised to state it thex will consider ^eiu'ial]\ iiieieased 
provision for diet allowance for all patiioits m the Medical ('<dlcge and other 
hospitals ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It will he considered hy 
Govern men I . 


Index of ooet of living. 

M7. Mr. SIBNATH BANERilEE: Will the Hon'hle Minister in charge 
of the DejMirtinent of Commene, I/alnuir and Industries he pleaseil to state 
what steps are Ixdug taken to find out aceiirate cost of living index figures? 

MINISTER in charge of the DEPARTMENT of COMMERCE, LABOUR 
and INDUSTRIES (Mr. Syed Abdul Majid on behalf of the Hon'ble Mr. K. 

Shahabuddin) : Tlu* mutter is under consideration. For the present a 
family budget enquiry in respect of indusrial workers undertaken by the 
Labour Commissioner is in progress, on which it is hoped to haee an accurate 
cost of living index for Howrah. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: With reference to the answer '*the 
matter is under consideration’’, will the Government be pleased to state how 
long this is under considt^ration and whether it is a fact that in the ^ 
* ‘Calcutta Gaxette” from time to time the index of cost of living is 
published ? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAdlD: Will you kindly put your queatioa 
aeparately? 
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Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It does not enter your Imun ! The tirst 
part of my question is how long this* matter of statiNtics of eo.st of liNing 
mdex is yinder the consideration ot Government; and the seeoml part of it 
i.s whether it is a fact that tlie (’ninmeiee Department of the Hengal 
Government does actually publish in the “t alcutta Gazette” from lime to 
time the e{>st of living index. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: As how long it will take 1 cannot sa.\ . 
As regunls the other thing 1 refer the honourable njember to the gazette. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the (ioxemment 1 »e ploa‘'«‘d to state it the rejiHilt 
of the enquiry in respect <d industrial workers in llowrali will be siilficieul 
to estimate the conI cd li\ing index foi 4»llo*r iinlnslrial woiktus!^ 


Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Yes I think <> 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: D it a fa.-t that the ( ivil Supplies 
D«*partment of t ioverninent h suj>|>!\ing tn other departnoMits of (lovern- 
ment as uell a.s to alcutta (iaz4*tt<*” tt>r publication iluring the last few 
weeks statistics of cost (d living index, and the last one shoves that the cost 
ot jiving has goio* up h\ nearl\ dlKlpei eeiii on lh«‘ controlliMl lati'y 


Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: It the h omnirahh' ineinlier knows it 1 
To*<*d not answei the question 

Mr. A. F. STARK. Will the honourahle nieinluM he pleu.sed to t'XJilain 
\\n\v the <dtici.il cost oi living iioh'X puidisln'il in tltt* (iuzidti* is compiliMlJ^ 


Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: 1 want notice. 


Number of strikes and trade disputas in Jute mills of Bengal. 

*48. Mr. A. M. A. Zaman: Will the TIon’ble Minister in c harge of the 
t’oinineree and Labioir Ibqmrtment he pleased to la\ on the Table a state- 
nient showing, year b\ \ear, since SeptemWr, to .lune, 194fi — 

(ci) the loiniber i)f -strike- am) trade disputP.H in different jute mills of 
Hengal ; 

(A) the nunilier of workers affectetl liV the .same in each (use; 
tr) tin* cause that h*d to the strike.s and disputes; and 
(d) the stejw, it aii.\ , the Government have tiikcm so far to meet the 
grievances f»f the jute workers? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. K. 
Shahibuddin) : («; There were 117 dispute.^ in different jute mills in Hengal 
from SeptemWr, 19.‘19 to June, 194J, /.c., 2f» in 1929, It! in 1940, 14 in 1941, 
28 in 1942, and 22 in 1942 (up to .lune I. 

b) It is difficult to compile figures, year by year, and will take time. 

» The causes that led to the strikea in mfwrt of the (ases were demand* 
for inciease in wages, dearness allowance, etc., and in recent cases of strikes, 
demand for the inci'ea.sed quota of food grains at cheap rates and supply of 
ration have l)een the main causes. 
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(d) Government and Labour Commissioner Lave advised employers and 
Indian Jute Mills Association from time to time as deemed necessary and 
various concessions have been granted l)etween September, 1939 and June, 
1943. 

Mtuivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKER: With reference to answer (d), will 
the honourable member be pleased to state in what way the advice of tli»* 
Government was coninniunicated to employers and the Jute Mills' 
Association ? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: By w'ay of correspnn<ience, and letters. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN BARKER: Was it a gfoicral circular? 

. Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: No, Fjot a general circular. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the honourable member be pleased to state if 
in settling disjiutes (hey are following the advice of the Government? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: 1 want notice. 

MauIvi ABU H088AIN BARKER: Will the lionourable member be 
pleased to state some of the various concessions granted to the labourers 
due to strikes? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: V Ch concession h b_\ was F)f dearmss 
allow’anc^e and supply of foodgrains at cheap rate.s were p runted. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN BARKER: What was the rale of dearness 
allowance grunted to the labourers? 

Mr. BYED ABDUL MAJID: I want notice. 

Mtuivi ABU H0B8AIN BARKER: Will the honourable member be 
pleased to state whether any person was victimized as a result of these 
strikes P 

Mr. BYED ABDUL MAJID: None so far us 1 know. 

RiRCMl Of thi Enquiry Qommittoo rogarding broach in the Damodar River 

Embankment. 

•4B. Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: (o) Will the Ilorrble Minister m 
charge of the Communications and Works l>e{)artineut \w pleased to state 
whether the Committee ap}K)iiited by Government on 6th August, 1943, to 
enquire into the causes of the breach in the left embankment of the Damodar 
Hiver on 17th July, 1943, has submitted its report? 

(6) If so, will the Hon'ble Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) what are the causes of the breach : and 

(h*) what steps Oovernraent projmse to take to prevent further breaches 
in the embankment of the Damodar? 

MINISTER in oharge of ttie OOMMUNICATIONB and WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (tbo Hon’ble Mr. Banuta Praaaima Pain): (a) No. 
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<6) (i*) The Committee ie investigating about the causes. 

(«) Government has appointed a committee consisting of— 

<I) the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur of Burdwan (Chiimian), 

<2) Dr. Meghnath Shaha, f.r.s., 

(3) a representative to be nominated by the Bihar Government, 

(4) the Chief Engineer, Bengal, Dei>artment of Communications and 

Works (Irrigation), 

(5) the Chief Engineer, East Indian Railway, 

(6) the Chief River Surveyor to the Port Commissioners, Calcutta, 

(7) Rai Bahadur Kanwar Suin, i.s.k.. Executive Engineer of the Punjab 

Government. 

(8) Mr. S. J. (^irtis, Conservator of Forests. Southern ('ircle, and 

(9) Dr. N. K. Bose, Director of River Research Institute. Bengal 

(Secretfiry) . 

to advise on the steps to be taken to prevent breaches and, if ponaible. floods 
in the j)ainodar 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Will tlo* Hon’ble Minister be pleased t<» state if it is 
a fact that one of the main causes of the breaches in the Damodar Kmbank-^ 
ment i‘> rlenudatioii in the Chota Nagpur hills? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN; lndiie(tl\. yev 

Mr. A. F. STARK: W'lll the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state if tin- 
questum of allniesiiiti<in of tlu*s»* flenudiMl ciitchim nt areas is being taken up 
with the Bihar (lOM-rnim-nt ? 

The Hon’bte Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN; That is one of the 

Blatter-' vvhicii thi" coinmittee will investigate 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will th.- Ibm bh- MmistiT be pleased 

l<» state when tins ((iininittee liU''’be«‘n appointed and ubat tiim- Iuik be<*n 
given to them to cnniplete their uork and suhmit then report? 

The Hon'ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN; The (oinmittee 

ai)}K)inted Iasi week and ve an- ^till auaiting the !*-pl\ lioni tin- (io\ernment 
of Hlhar about then ?epie-«*niative 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon Ide Mmistei givn us tin- 
lull terms ol lefereiice ol that '-<»mmitt<*e ami stut«‘ \\)ietln-r in paitieular 
this (’ommittei- is in a jio^itinn to enter intf» the big ijuestion of having 
suitalde M-sei V(»ir <‘onstnielod lu flie iipjter luisin of (ho river a-^ r»*e»tnimended 

by Mr. Glass ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: They In.ve hi en asked 

Speciallv to CiUjsidel the (ilas^ I>'piut 

MR. CHARU CHANDRA ROV : zrff PF i TTP.tR CT 

suggestion 

suggestion consider % ? 
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The Hon’bfe Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Dr. Megnad Saha saw 
me twice and I had a full discussion with him. 

Maulvi ABU H OSSA IN BARKER: Will the Hoii’ble Minister be pleased 
to state w’heiher an}- otlier enqiiirv was set up by the Government of Bengal 
before this committee? 

The Hon’bie Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: No committee was set 
up before. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the flon’ble Minister be pleased 
t(» slate whether any action is being taken now pending the report of this 
coininitte** of enrjniix {onl what atdion, if at all. is being contemplated or 
taken or sanctioned? 

The Hon’bie Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: The action w'hich has 
been taken is to close the breach and to construct a second bund. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Jlorrble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that contrary to the advice tt*nd(Ted by the Chief 
EnginecT of the Irrigation Dejiurtnient of Governinent of Bengal a 
20 mile long embankment with a .second protectivt‘ embankment on that i.s 
being pursued by the present (loveriiment and that this work is entrusted 
to another Sup<'rintending Engineer to be completed? 

Tho Hon’bie Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: The answer to the 
Inmourable memher’s first qu(‘.stion is me As reirards the second (luestion 
Mr. Itusvsel, Superinteinling Engineer, has been jml on special duty. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Wbui special duty is Mr. Hus.sel 
required to do? Is it not a fact that two embankments one after the other 
have b('en cunteinplated and that a 20-iiiile long embankment to protect 
future breaches has been now under examination and is also pursued by 
Mr. KusselP 

The Hon’bie Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: As 1 have .aid we shall 
have to close the breach lirst and then take up the 2l)-mile long retired line. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: is it a fact that between the retired 
line and the breach of the embankment there would be a ga]) and that the 
experts think that the presence (»f such a gap in btdween will never enable 
any onrush of w'uter to be protected by the second embankment and that 
the money is thoroughly wasted? 

Tho Hon’blO Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: The honourable 
member may think so, but the experts hold tluit if the second line is kept 
wet there, it will be sufficiently protective. 

Or, NALINAK8HA SAN Y At: Has tho expert been consulted as to 
what quantity of winter will be required between the tw^o embankments to 
keep the second embankment vsufficieutly wet so that any sudden onrush of 
water will be absorbed by that volume of water between the two 
embankments f 
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TiM Hon’Me Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: That point {a hoinR 

considered. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: l.s it a lad that tht* t*\pert who was 
supposed to have recommended this embankment tailed to p:ive any assurance 
to (jovernment that in case the normal flood of more than di lakhs ot cu>ecs 
of water in the Damodar river comes it will not be possible for him lo assure 
any protection by this emhankment? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA* PAIN: j( is mx a fact 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hoirhle Minister be pleased 
to state in this connection what is the report of the Kxpert ComniitteeP 

Mr. 8PEAKER: lie has ulread> ^^iven you a reply in that connection. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who is the expert consulted by 
(Tovemmeut Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: A committee of experta 

considered tiiis matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Who are the imunbeiH of this commitleey 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: The ( hief Engineer. 
East Indian Hailwas. Cluef Engineer, Irrigation lK*purtment and the ('hief 
Engincci. llcngal an*! A^sam Hailwa\. and others. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: W'hat i** the rcfiort ot the (’hief Engineer, 
Irrigation. Ecngal)^ 


Mr. SPEAKER: That cannot be giviMi here. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: What is the opinion given hv the ('hief 
Engineer, Bengal ( lov cr niuciit *' 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN. Ills opinion is the suinff 

as that of the other exjierts. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: With rclt-rcnci* to the iiiemhets mentioned in (7), 
(S) and (JE. will the llon’blc Minister he plca^'cd to sialc whether they are 
on the committee in their personal cafiacitv Y 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: I cannot fr»]|ow' the 
question. 

Mr. ABDUL KARIM: Are the mernher.s mentioned in (7t, {8» and (11/ 
.if the tpie-stion working as e.r-ofnia memhers or are fliey on the committee 
in their personal capacity? Are they considered to be experts in irrigation 
matters ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: The comnuttee ua« 
appointed in view of the fact Ihat they will Lest be able to advise 
Government. 
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Dft NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: With reference to the answer that the 
opinion of the Chief Engineer, Irrigation, is the same as the opinion of the 
experts, will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state what is the opinion 
of the experts which is not available? 

Tilt Hofl’IHt Mr. 8ARA0A PRA8ANNA PAINs Their opinion is that 
the breach be closed and the second line be constructed. 

Rural RtoonstnieUon in Rajahahi. 

*80. Mr. MANIRUDDIN AKHAND: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture (Rural Reconstruction) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(a) the amount proposed to be spent under this head in the current 
year ; 

(h) how the amount is distributed in each district ; 

(c) which kind of reconstruction work (loveniment projwse to take up 
in the Rajshahi district; 

(il) whether economic improvement of rural |)eople is included in the 
programme of rural reconstruction ; and 

(fi) if so, how the (I(»vernmen1 pro])ose to hel]) the people for their 
ecx)nomic imi)rovemont? 

MINISTER in charge of the AGRICULTURE (RURAL RECON- 
STRUCTION) DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed 
Muaziamuddin Hoeain). The honouralde member nderred to the reply 
given to clauses (o) ami (b) of the starred (jueslion No. If) on bth duly, 

im. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will tiie Hon'ble Ministei be pleased to 
state whether an> scheme of rural recoiisi mcl n)n has been formulated and 
is proposed to he taken by Government for the district ot Ra.ishahiy 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: No 

Owing to the present emergenev the main sclieim* of rural reconstruction 
inclinling the seheme of adult edueatiou has heeu ludd in ahevance for the 
duration of war and the <le])artment has been al1ow*‘d »>nl> to carry on. 

GENERAL DISCUSSION OF THE BUDGET. 

Mr. P. BANERill; Sir, the budget prc-'cnted h\ tlie Hon'lile the 
Finance Minister is again a dismal hmlgct. In ordinary circumstances 
one would feel inclined tn indulge in speaking on different items of the 
budget, hut in the present cin umstauces the lion ’hie the Finance Minister 
has put in so many item-' in the budget that U aptiear-i that he a.s well as 
everybody else is living in an atmospheie of unreality. ^ 

Sir, ever since 1 had entereil the Legishiiuie i have noticed even from 
the time when there was a windfall of 3A crores from the different charges, 
there was rejoicing in the Government side that more money would be spent 
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for ike nation-buildinjf departments. WIkm fht‘ present Finame Minister 
introdticed the budget the other day, he was heard to state, when ((uestmiml 
whether this additional income from taxatimi in agriculture would be spent 
entirely for the improvement of agriculture in this country, that nothing 
was possible under the circumstances,^ Then, Sir, might 1 suggest that tin* 
only reasonable thing in the circumstances would liave la'eri one iteui of 
revenue income and one item of expenditure only It has lieeu said in 
the course of another debate that it is (iuvernmeiit's responsibility feed 
the people. In free countries if there is any reduction «»f doles, even 
women would enter into the Parliament and ask the Ministers and others 
to clear <mt, saying that they were unfit to sit on tho.se ihairs. Hut, Sir, 
here people are dying in hundreds of starvation, hut still (htvernment 
would only desire to sj)end more and more money on tither diflenuit iteum. 
From the statement that has been given by the Ilon'hle Minister it appears 
that the increase in expenditure will amount to little over !t crores, parti- 
cularly the main items of expenditure will unei eharg«‘s for Famine, 
Agriculture, Civil Works. l*oIi<e, (leiieral Administration, Irrigation, etc. 
May \u‘ kiM»y\ if aiil these exjieiiditure (unntit and should mtt l)e stopped 
at the pH'^eiit moment exeept expenditure for famine relief only. 

It we analyse the \anoUs items of expenditure yve notice that all major 
bchemes, as for instance in the Agriculture and Irrigation Departmuuto, 
have been suspeiidetl Hut wh;^ then there should la* so nimli incroasHy 
In Industrie-' there is no scheme, in> ctunpreheiisive scheme: things are 
going on in a happy-go-lucky fashion. Every one knoyys how lakhs of 
rupees in tliat department are b«*ing wasted without any conseiiucnt gain. 
So if we take item by item uiu will see that Medi«’al and Public Health 
Departments arc not pr<»perly functioning, (here is a lot of grievances 
against them : l(»ug beds in hos{ntuls were kept empty, but «»nly reeently 
people d.ying in the countryside are being removed to hospitals. 

So far as Kduiation is concerned, there is no new' scheme and the un- 
iortuuate teachers are nut given ade<juate relief in the countryside due to 
no fault of theirs. 

Then, Sir, coming t<» Co-operation, 1 see that that department is 
carrying on absolute non-i'iv-operation. 

As regards Jails, while we know that British jails are places of correc- 
tion, the jails here are places of corruption. The police exist not for 
detecting crimes but for. increasing the crimes, and today the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the Home Department could not give us the data or 
rather he w’as afraid to give us the data for the simple reason that crimes 
in the country are increasing and appallingly increasing. 

There is one item, Sir, and that is above all other items, namely, the 
Extraordinary Charges. Under this head there is a provision of J crores 
%nd 6ti lakhs of rujiees. We know that from HO lakhs in 1942-43 the 
charges under this head have come to Ka. •) crores and 48 lakhs under the 
present budget estimate. May we know what is the consideration for this 
heavy incrtfasel* If they say that this increase* is due to war measures, 
is it not in the fitness of things that they should borrow money from the 
15 
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OoTernment of Itidia instead of taxing the poor people here, because it i 
the Government of India who are responsible for these war measures am 
the expenditure incurred in connection therewith? So I say, Sir, that i 
is in the fitness of things that the Government of Bengal should approacl 
the Government of India for finding money to meet the situation that ha 
arisen in Bengal as a result of their war measures. Sir, when we sai( 
that this Government was heading towards a crisis, they did not at tha 
time listen to us, and the result was inevitable to happen, and they havi 
created a situation which they now find very difficult to solve in spite o 
the' best efforts of the Food Member of the Government of India. There 
fore I must say that instead of spending money in any other direction, tb 
only course left would be, as Sir Jawla Prasad Srivastava has said, froi 
whatever source, to bring money; honestly, dishonestly, by stealing q 
robbing or borrowing, howsoever possible you must bring money and tha 
money you must spend in one direction and one direction alone, and tha 
is to save the people of the country from starvation and from death. Tha 
is the only point 1 should like to emphasise, because it is the Government’ 
responsibility. Just as a father is re.sponsible for the child so also tb 
Government is responsible for the protection of the people, particularly 
when people are dying of starvation. It does not lie in the mouth of tin 
British administration, whicrh is respon.sible for this state of things, to say 
that there is no famine here because offi(‘ial reports do not (corroborate it 
But may 1 tell the House one instance which will show that official report 
are as is wanted by the authorities and not indepciKlent. In 1914, a thani 
officer in my cMuistitueiKw who recently joined the serv’ic’e, reported tha 
there was a famine. But Government would not declare famine because 
there could not be any famine under British administration, so they w^ouli 
want their offi(‘er8 to write that sort of report. On paper everything mus 
be all right. That officer fotdishly and seriously wroU‘ in his daily repor 
that there were some people who were eating leaves and that he paid lis. 34 
and pun'hased rice and other things and helped them. That was reported an( 
when that diary came to the officer in charge, the Superintendent of Police 
Alipore, be w^as surprised. He called for an explanation why he shoul< 
not be dismissed. That young man said, *’1 have done my duty. Why 
ithould I be dismissed ?*' The Deputy Superintendent was an Indian. H< 
said to the young man: “You are a young man fresh from college. Yoi 
are giving up this job, then your father, wife and children will starve 
Therefore you need not say anything. You will only (‘ome with me to th 
Superintendent of Police”. He went there at the request of his friend 
and the Deputy Superintendent explained everything. He said : “He i 
a young man fresh from college and be has just joined the Police service 
He does not know the intricacies of the department. Therefore, he ha 
done this. He is now sorry for it.” The Superintendent said nothing 
but went out of the room. He was satisfied and the case was for the tiai< 
being hushed up, I can multiply instances of this nature. In 1917 acut 
distress prevailed in Madaripur and people were dying. A member of thi 
Government who went there said: “There are leaves in the trees. Hoi 
can there be famine?” 
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Sir, the exact state of thing is that our countrymen are God-fearing and 
peace-loving. That is the advantage of the bureaucratic Government in 
this country. If you read the history and see the causes of the French 
Revolution, you will find that when people were dying there, they 
approached a Minister of the French Government. He said sarcastically 
that there was sufficient green grass in the fiehl. They retaliated and at 
once caught hold of the tie of the Minister and put grass into his mouth 
till he was suffocated. But, Sir, in this land people would not retaliate 
and, as I have said, they are peace-loving and God-fearing. That is the 
advantage. 


Sir, there is no time, but I cannot finish without congratulating my 
friend — I do not find him here — Mr. Abul Hashim fn>tn Burdwan who 
spoke very candidly yesterday and it should he an eye-opener to (he Govern- 
ment because he is a supporter of Government and of all persons he has 
brought the actual state of things in tlnr countryside to the notice of 
Government. He spoke of Burdwan and other members on this side can 
similarly speak of other districts. I can speak of several districts. 

Sir. Government ha.s found money for arming the police in certain 
departments particularly for price control. The result has Imhui that only 
on Saturday last at Daulatpur hat the thana otficer with a of 

constables made his appearance at ti o*<*l(M’k. There people were selling 
paddy at Bs. IG and rici* at Us. 32. He at once promulgated the order that 
paddy must l>e sold at Ks. 12-8 and rice at Ks. 2o. The result was that 
people became panicky and those who could fiee, fted away with everything 
and those who couhl not fiee were <'ompelled to sell at those pri(‘es, although 
it was wellktjown that (he p(M)r cultivators and the ptmr traders, having 
purchased rice at Us. 3(1 or Us. Jt2, <*ould not possibly sell it without notice 
at Us. 2o without incurring heavy loss. As a result of this, people, parti- 
cularly the poor people, had to go without rice. Day before yesterday • 
similar new^s has come from Khulna that in spite of the fact that there ia 
one thousand maunds of rice and paddy in the cu.st4idy of Government, 
people are not getting anything and they are starving. That is also the 
state of things in my constituency at Diaimmd Harbour. 

Sir. it has been pointed out b\ my friend Mr. Ahul Hashim that bribery 
and corruption are ramiiant. There are people who have made tons of 
money and they do not care if they can sell their goods in the black market. 
There was some controversy about the price of mustard oil which was 
selling at controlled rate. Neither Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee nor the 
Hon’ble Minister knew the rate actually prevailing in the market. 
Although the rate was fixed at Us. 40, it was actually selling at Rs. 60. 
That is the actual state of affairs. Government should take courage and 
they should concentrate their energies on one item only, vis., to feed the 
people. 


INr. SAMNKA SEKHAR SANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, if the Chief 
Whip of the party led by Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose seeks the indulgence 
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House for a few minutes, it is not becaune he expects to make any 
•helpful contribution to the solution of the staggering situation of the 
/jirovince today but because he wants to make a few humble observations in 
geheraK Sir, I thought that I would take some more time to recover my 
'Mattered health before I could take active part in the proceedings of the 
^Hoiise, but I persuaded myself to think that if 1 can yet help myself upon 
a stick, this province cannot help itself even with a beggar’s bowl. 

Sir, J have read the <arefull\ written stutenient of my very dear friend 
the Hon’hle Mr. Tulsi Chandra Goswaini and there are things which are 
there and there are things which are not there which call for some sort of 
discussion and solution. Sir, the body politic of this province is totally 
ttttiicted today hv two clear-cut maladies. One is the foml situation. I 
won’t call it a problem because it is no longer a problem. It is a situation 
deepening and darkening hour after hour. And the other question is of 
jKditical prisoners, particularly the security prisoners. 

Sir, to me it appears that the more we indulge iu helpless discussion of 
this stujaMidouH food problem, llie more we are adding insult to injury. 
We are licariug of food drives and food drives and that leads only to one 
thing, viz., that food is l)eing hourly driven out. Ver\ illuminating sug- 
gestions, learned proposals, carefully laid out plans have been laid before 
-the public and before this House, but htill they do not lead to anywhere. 
WhyK Beeaus<‘ there iiin.^t be something rotten somewhere. It is not 
for me merely to blame the present (i(»verriment <m ae(‘(Huit of this situation 
nor is it for me to eulogise the past Ministry. Hut there is one thing to 
Ivhich i draw (he jiartieular attention ol the Hoii'ble Minister, namely, 
that the permanent servi<‘es who are either the servants or the masters of 
any (jloverninent that comes into powder — those permanent services are 
thoroughly steeped in (‘orruption and dislnjnesty and there must be an end 
of that before we <’au meet with some solution. Sir, there are the perma- 
(iient executives wdio are the naked rulers of the province, and in connection 
with this food problem they are guilty of negligence, they are guilty of 
afuithy, they are guilty of connivance, they are guilty of dishonesty and 
they art* entirely guilty of active dishonesty and corruption themselves. 
May 1 in all humility ask my friends of the Cabinet what they are going 
to do with regard to thi.s question? 1 am not advancing any academic 
arguments, because I do not believe in any such. Ever since I came out 
of my forced detention I have been in touch with the food problem and 
with the solutions that have been tried in my district of Murshidabad. 
There I am viiieing not only the feelings and sentiments of one party of 
the Legislature : I am voicing the feelings and sentiments even of the 
members of the Government party and the outside world. People are 
gradually b«*coming helpless not only on account of this problem but also 
on account of aggravated problems due to the deliberate and unchecked 
dishonesty of the executives who are in charge <»f the Food Department. 
My friend Mr. Farhad Rewi Chaudhur> of the Oovernineut party is just 
in front of me and I am glad that he is encouraging me. It is not a 
queatiou of party politics; it is not a question of party slogan or party 
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pro]^nda.; it is a question of daUhhat pure and simple which has now 
red,aoed itself to Jbare gruel and nothing lM*tter than bare gruel. Sir, in 
my district, I am speaking on authority, based ou personal knowledge and 
information which 1 investigated myself, the head of the administration-^ 
I will not accuse him more than by saying that he is unable to check the 
corruption in the Supply Department.— and the bellies and tails of (be 
department are guilty of actually depriving the poor people of their paddy 
which is so much needed. (Jo to the market: you won't get anything. 
Go to the Civil Supplies Department; you won’t get anything by men* 
demand. But if you can smuggle snmethiiig into the pockets of those who 
are in charge of the admirnstrati«m \t>u will get something. (Cries of 
“shame, shame” from the Opposition benches.) Dishonest inerehants who 
have got their life’.N chance today — they are btong patroni.sed, they are 
being encouraged, they arc being assisted in their dishonesty I>y the execu- 
tive offiiers. Wh\ ^ The reason is clear, because the executive officers 

are taking a share of the disluuicst pnifits of the merchants. (Cries of 

“shame, shame” from flic Opposition benches), and what is worse, the 
attention of the udministraf ive hciiils in Inong drawn to these things, bUt 
the administrat ivc heads are absolutely callous, either IwMnnise they are 
unable to check th<* corruption or betuuso they are also directly or indirectly 
saturated with the simmIs and pioHfs i>f thi-. I'oiniption. Will that continuer 
If is not an aeadcmic question; it is m»t a politnail question; it is not a propa- 
ganda question. It is a question which is. I Indievi*. agitating the heads of 

the Ministry day in and da\ out But liow can the Ministry solve even a 

fraction oi the imddein in the province tl their officers at the base are 
given this charter <»f freedom and licence to loot paddy and rii^e from the 
mouth ot the* peofih* who ait* n‘all\ hc'cmning Ireggars^ It is a vci> stuious 
cjuestion and no scheme, no plan, no c'ompreheiisivc legi.slation or any such 
thing will be of anv avail until and unless tiovernment succeeds in chiurking 
the corruption. Attempts should be made' to create an impression into 
the minds of the executives that they are now th** wciisf needed servanla 
of the people and they must c hec*k their own ambition of profiU'ering to 
some extent. Sir. f also put it tc» the Hon’ble Minister what in 
situation today. Is the Ministry really not c'ajuible of dealing with the 
hituationP Ti»day, Sir, this province, this golden province of Bengal --a 
province w'hiih used to feed other provinces in time's of distress --that 
province lia.s been reduced to the po.sitioii c^f a beggar with a bowl lM*for« 
other provinces. We have got to .send our orphans to the Punjab, we have 
got to send our distressed people to other provinces, we have got to look 
across the frontiers of this province to other provinces, so that soineihiuig 
might come to the relief of our people. Is it u matter which is encourage 
ingP Is it not a matter which disgraces the wlnde past culture and tradition 
of this province? Tf it is so, there must 1 m* an absoluW clarity of viaion* 
Jioveniment' must come out and mii.Ht admit that tlie situation is beyond 
their hands. Xon-official hcnlies t<»day are certainly doing much more than 
the officials and Government as such. There should not l)e any hesitation 
on the part of Governtaent to admit this state of things, fiovemmeut 
aertnots go and supervise relief and their travelling allowance increase!^ 
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Wliat a tragedy? People are Btairing, they are steeped in distress. Non- 
officials are spending from their own pockets to organise relief and do this 
«nd do that, whereas Government servants of this department simply go 
and supervise relief, have a talk with the President of a union board, 
another talk with the chainnan of a municipality and every hour that they 
travel their travelling allowance increases. So, the Government servants, 
the servants of the people, are thriving on the distress of the people, and 
in proportion to the increase of distress on the one hand, their purses, on 
the other hand, are also multiplied. Is it not a real tragedy? I would 
suggest that the Ministry should clearly come out and make a confession 
of their inability to deal with this situation single-handed and unaided by 
non-official associations. There should be a clear understanding between 
the officials and non-officials, so that at least a fraction of the distress might 
be to some extent alleviated. 

Sir, then comes the question of political prisoners. 1 submit, Sir, that 
I do not understand w'hy the pace of release has gradually slowed down 
instead of increasing. Sir, when this Ministry came into power, there 
were encouraging assurances from them and to some extent those assurances 
were implemented for some time. Somehow — I do not want to conceal 
the fact — they were helpful in getting the release of certain persons in 
this province — even the release of persons regarding whom the attitude of 
the Home Department was very stiff and adamant. But at that time they 
dealt with the matter sincerely dml they were able to get the fruits of 
their sincerity and their indu.stry but why the good beginning that was 
made is fiszling out today I cannot comprehend. What is the situation 
today? Sir, releases began even from the time of the past Government in 
February. Releases were made in February, March, June, July and 
August. Sir, has anything happened in the meantime after these releases 
and because of these releases which has discouraged the Ministry in the, 
matter of further relea.se. When in the year 1942, there were the August 
disturbances, there was some excitement in the province and they had some 
justification for putting people under detention, but even upon the admis- 
aion of the British biireaucrui\\ , even upon the admission of big British 
statesmen in this country and outside, the situation has improved. If the 
situation has improved, what is the reason for being unable to accelerate 
the release of the.se prisoners? 

Sir, nothing has happened in the meantime which will not justify the 
Ministers taking a strong attitude. The other day I was not here. The 
Hon*ble Home Minister — I read from the paper — made a reference to a 
certain person coming tt» Bengal and going out of Bengal as if that should 
Se an excuse for not releasing the prisoners. I beg to differ from him. 
If a particular undesirable man came to the province, was it the fault of 
the prisoners who are in jail? If that particular man could not be arrested 
in time, was it the responsibility of the political prisoners who are in jail? 
What have the political prisoners to do with the situation that is happening 
outside the jail? I submit that it is no use creating a new issue. Today 
ike position is such that all the sei'urity prisoners can be released and il 
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there i® any theoretical difficulty in the way of accepting a general amnesty 
aa a proposition, I don't see that there is any practical difficulty in 
accelerating the release of prisoners, and in the course of a fortnight’s time 
all these prisoners can be released without any adverse reaction on the 
interests or safety of the province. I myself have been in detention and 
I have mixed with a lot of i)eople who are still in jail. I emphatically 
assert that more than 90 per cent, of these detentions have been unneces- 
sary and are unjustified. I submit that the Hoirble Minister in charge 
ought to consider this matter very seriously for it will ultimately react for 
their benefit. After all the Ministry cannot exist by its strength of votes. 
The Ministry will have to exist with the mural support of the people. Some 
of our friends who have got a political past, some of our friends who have 
really inspired the political ambition, are in the Cabinet. I know that 
they are in the Cabinet with «nily one object in their mind, nan»ely, that 
something should he done for the political prisoners. I ask them in all 
humility to release the political prisoners. In the past there have beem 
releases of jirisoners under worse circunistaiiceH. Why nof in the present 
situation capture the imagination of the people at large by releasing these 
people who are detained)' In this particular fmal situation, the economic 
distress of the provinci* toda\ calls for the services of such jieople. After 
all, much of the alleviation of the suffering will depend upon the organisa- 
tion work that is done in tlie provime. Most of thesf* young men in jail 
have l>een known to Iw* organisers of relief on a grand scale in the past. 
That is a man-power that has got t<» be releasefl forthwith. If this tremend- 
ous man-power is released, it will he avuilahle for the organisation wmrk in 
connection with distress an<l relief that w'ill ultimately result in Inmefit to 
the province at large. I find in the House and outside there is a clash Of 
political ideidogies, In'tween part\ and party, Iwtwcen (’reed and creed and 
between slogan and slogan and the time lias eotiie when it is necessary to 
take stock of the circiirnstaiices that existed in the past and take a vision 
of th(^ future. However engros>ing the present is, oiir future is far more 
important. We from all sides of the House should bring d(>wn the edifice 
w'hich sefiarates brother from brother and we must march forward together 
with our eye to the future. Sir. todav the leader of Jlengal is interned in 
the solitary cell of Marcara. thit of this distress, we must dis(tover a 
leadership which will bring alaiut an adjustment between the conflicts of 
parties, a leadership which will lead to the betterment of the people of 
Bengal and which will (ertuiuly help in finding a solution for the dire 
distress that is raging. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Sfieaker, Sir, the Budget presented now i» 
best described as a Famine Budget. It shows a deficit of its. 7,Iifi lakhs. 
The revenue stands at the record figure of Us. IH,44 lakhs and expenditure 
at Ha. 26,80. lakhs. Bengal today is faced all round with famine conditions 
ns was predicted by some of the speakers in this House during the last 
session. Here in Calcutta, the 2nd city in the Empire, we witness 
appalling sights, hundreds dying in the streets and hospitals of starvation. 
Human beings are found picking up foodstuff from dustbins, a state of 
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affairs whicJi lias greatly shocked British and American soldiers stationet 
here. The one and only <;ry of these poor sufferers is to give them theii 
daily bread; an appeal made to mothers “Oh, mago kaba dau“ is mos 
pathetic. The awful plight of the poor in the villages and districts ii 
better imagined than described, for they do not have the rich to provid( 
them with alms and relief kitchens. Calcutta is at present the city o: 
beggars who being homeless have converted the open streets into latrines 
Sir, in my ojiinion all this misery appears to have been brought about b} 
a selfish coterie demanding self-government for the benefit of a conimuna^: 
majority. The eoterie has consequently misguided and dominated th( 
majority by offering Ihein a fool's paradise. (Laughter.) Thev have failet 
to re<-ognise merit; they have failed to listen to reason. They have ruth^ 
lessly set to work according to prearranged plans to bring about interna! 
stnfe and disorder, knowing full well that a house divided against itseli 
must full. The result has been that the Empire has been involved in a 
Great War. Burma and our Fur Eastern possessions have been lost and 
in (he words ol tlie Hou’ble Mr. T. C. (joswumi. Finance Minister, Bengal 
is bent double with woe and agony. The Fazlul Hu(| Alinistry being 
declared a failure by the Press and the Public, it was removed by the 
Governor. Today there is a tremendous uplieaval in the country against 
the present Ministry. (Hear, hear, from the Opposition.) The magnitude 
of the deficit in our budget (Ks. 7,:hi lakhs) poinis to the colossal blunder 
made by th(‘ Ministry in not lontrolling the price of rice when it gave the 
monoixdy to a certain firm to purchase rice on behalf of the Government. 
It seems the height of folly to plac'e such a large order in a rising market 
withoul a limit. (Hear, hear.) What was the motive!^ Surely not to 
bankrupt Bengal f And toda> when then* is no rice in the market prices 
are contndled ! (N»uld matters be more absurd and ridiculous? Where 
has this Ministry financially led us to? Should we hmiestly entrust them 
with next year's expenditure? These are points we should" seriously con- 
sider ftw the good of the peo]>le. We have our duty to perform and there 
is nothing more sacred than one's duty. It is an acknowledged fact that 
neither the previous nor the pn*st*iit Ministry could remain in office without 
the Mupimrt of the drd parts, that is the Britisli element in the House, the 
party the Muslim and Hindu leaders refuse«l to co-operate with and form 
an united Cabinet. Why? Simply because they wished to serve their own 
selfish ends and therefore aimed to exclude the powerful minority. If 
racial hatred is shown towards the Europeans and yet their assistance is 
sought only to retain power and to destroy each other, 1 seriously ask you 
if the drd party is not justified in leading such leaders up the garden path 
and dropping them whe’h it is good for all concerned. The leaders should 
recollect the fable ctf th^ ‘‘Monkey and the ('heese“. (Laughter.) The 
question therefore arises it necessary to bankrupt Bengal to destroy the 
coterie that preacdied self-government by a (‘omniunal majority? If so, 
the present Ministry has done well bringing also a judgment on the 
Ijeague maj<»ri ty in Bengal. Therefore let us be reasonable and select a 
leader who is not communal, one who can rally all the three main forces 
together in the country, vii., Muslim, Hindu and British and work for the 
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good of the Empire, the country and even for the very leaders themHelves. 
It i» rumoured in some quarters that the Maharajadhiraj Bahadur of 
Burdwan could lead us and form an All-Parties Government. If this is 
not 80, then let us rally round the European Leader Mr. Hendry. I^et him 
fomLa Cabinet taking men from Imth sides of the House selecting the very 
best. There will then be no need of api)easing those who blindly follow 
by providing them with appointments, etc., at the expense of the country. 
For thi.s only reminds one of an American Gangster who has to provide 
for his follow’ers for doing what he dcsire.s right or wrong. (Hear, hear.) 
We should not allow the resources of our country to be frittered away, 
and bring misery and woe to the pe«iple. In (he circumstum‘e.s it wumld 
be Wtter if section of the Act was applied and the Governor took over 
charge of the i)rovince. He 4 *(»uld -then form an Advisory (Nmncil with 
members from the various communities and important bodies such ns land- 
lords, trade and eommeree and lalmur, ete. It is high time that things 
were put right. What we want i^ good (Jovernment. This would giv«* 
the fighting element in the House an opportunity of enlisting themselves 
and going off to Burma to fight the .laps and regain Burma and other 
British posm'ssions, (l^nughter.) \\ (* should also deal in the huiui* manner 
with the (’alcutta (’orporatnm whfre ihingH ;n«» a^ Inul. if no( worse. (IL*nr. 
hear.) 

Mr. D. CLADDING: Mr S) leaker. Sir. 1 have seen Nome ileticil 
Budgets in Bengal, especial)\ in tin* dark du\s of (he Meston Settlement, 
but iievt'r the likes of (his one: a d«*ficit on n‘v»‘nue aci-ount of 7 J crorea 
and a clo.siug indebtedness ot M crores, against a temporarily intluted 
revenue of lS.]i crores; to whiih ha^ still (<> he adiled tin* large expenditure 
on the rationing scheme which (ioverninent have in huml. Tin* accumulated 
debt from the tlu\s of the Meston Settlement, which the NicMiieyer Award 
wiped out for u.s, was S i rores mid, or only half as much an the debt with 
whi<'h we are likcls to eml this year on the Finance Minister’s showing. 
The financial outlook is frankly appalling, hut we iill know that circuiii* 
itunces have compelled the Finance Minister to decide upon these large 
commitments; and, though it break us, this ex|»eiiditure will have to go 
forward. The Kurojiean jiarty appn»ve the plans to deal with the f(w>d 
crisea that are behind these estimates, und they will vote for the sujqilies 
in question. We shall also support anv siqqdemeritarv tleinamls that niav 
be ue<‘essary for the proper exwution of (iovernment’s policy. 

Having only a few minutes at my disposal, I have my party’s permis- 
sion to devote (hem, not to the usual run of comments on the budget, but 
to an external point of first class importance that finds no mention in the 
Finance Minister's speech. Di. Xalinaksba Sanyal touchml upon it on 
Thursday afternoon in the debate on the Agriculfurarincoine-tax Bill, and 
^ others have already followed suit. We gather Hiut, in api>roa<'hing the 
Govemment of India for finamdal assistance, tbe Bengal Government has 
80 far done no more than make u r«*que»t for loans; and we gather that the 
Government of India are not tmi anxious even to lend us the money. If 
these deductions are correct, we are horrifieiL and we want a new approach 
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to be made to the Government of India immediately. We say that Bengal 
has a strong case for asking the Centre for real financial assistance and not 
merely for loans. Some have suggested that the Centre should foot the 
whole bill for the food crisis in which we are involved. That is going too 
far. We must not spoil a good case by being unreasonable. To say, for 
instance, that the food crisis is entirely the result of the war is bad 
exaggeration. The food crisis is in no small part the result of natural 
calamities having no connection with the war at all. But it is in large 
part undoubtedly the result of the war and its special pressure on this 
particular corner of India; in greater part, in fact, than was suggested 
by Mr. Suhrawardy, as I heard him, in the analysis of causes which he 
gave to us on Thursday afternoon. I have no time to give my reasons but, 
in my estimate, the scarcity and high, price of foodgrains in this province 
are about 60 per cent, attributable to the war directly or indirectly. I 
shall put it at that and no higher than that. Nor is it correct to argue 
that expenditure that is attributable to the war should, solely for that 
reason, be a charge entirely upon the Centre. That has never been the 
view of the European party. Within reason, we must meet it ourselves; 
that is why we supported the Finance Bill in the last session, although in 
our opinion it offended against some canons of taxation ; and that is why 
we have supported the Agricultural Income-tax Bill in this session, despite 
the present circumstances of the province, and will support the impending 
Bill to enhance the Sales Tax, which, in our opinion, should not have been 
put off for a future session. Nor, again, can we ask the Ontre for a 
grunt-in-uid to finance advances which we expect to recover; these warrant 
a demand for a loan and nothing more. But, when all allowances have 
been made, there will remain an honourable case for direct subvention, 
and that case should be put to the Government of India, as quickly as the 
Finance Department can document it. 

As to details, wdiy should we not revive the jirovince’s demand for the 
net proceeds of the whole of the export duty on jute grown in the province? 
(Section 140 of the Govrernmeut of India Act expressly provides that this 
may be given to us by an Order of His Majesty in Council. We have 
always held that we were entitled to the whole, and I do not understand 
why we have let the matter rest for all these years. Mr. Xalini Ranjaw 
Barker, my old master, in the first Bengal Budget speec h under the present 
constitution, when we had bright finamdal prospects so unlike those of 
today, made the statement that the Government of Bengal would continue 
to press for the whole of this duty. So far as I am aware, they have never 
raised the issue at all. Well, let them raise it now. In so doing, they 
will not l)e asking for a crude subvention. They will simply be asking 
for a transfer of revenues that is contemplated in the Act of the Constitu- 
tion. 

For the rest, let them go to that able man. Sir Jeremy Raismani who ‘ 
has done so much for India as a whole, and plead with him to give his 
best thought to our predicament. If he says that a particular pari of 
India, hit by calamity as we are, must consume its own smoke, ask him 
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what about the subventions given by the Government of India in the case 
of the Bihar and Darjeeling earthquakes? And what about the War Bisks 
Insurance Ordiances, the object of which was that the cost of restoring 
damage by enemy action to an area like industrial Calcutta should be 
shared by the whole of India including industrialists whose property was 
in no conceivable risk of being hurt itself? Even ask him. if you like, 
whether “Famine” is a provincial subject. The word is nowhere to be 
found in the 7th Schedule; and I doubt whether it is covered by item 29 
of the provincial list (“production, supply and distribution of goods”) or 
by item 32 (“relief of the poor”). If he i.s unwilling to concede that our 
food crisis is largely the result of the war. suggest to him that the relief 
of our population in their distress j<thould nevertheless Ik* classed as a war 
measure, because the armed forces are oi>erating from this terrain and the 
morale of our people, including their whole attitude to Government, is at 
stake. Remind him that his purchasing operations, which are tremendous, 
are exempt from our Sales Tax and that his numerous war offices in this 
province are exempt from our Electricity Dufy. Draw’ his attention to the 
very different picture in other major provinces, whose revenues, like ours, 
are inflated by the war but whose ex|M»nditure is not suffering from the 
war like ours. In rising order of prosperity, according to their budget 
figures whii'h have probably by mm* be€*n outstripjied, Madras will end this 
year with a revenue surjilus of ten lakhs and with 3HJ lakhs tucked away 
in a Revenue Reserve Fund. Bombay will have a surplus of 70 lakhs, 
with 134 lakhs tucked away in a SpiH’ial Development Fund and H«3 lakhs 
in a Po.st-War Rec'onstruction Fund. The United Provinces will have a 
surplus of I (Tore '>0 lakhs, with 1 crore 30 lakhs in a Revenue lU^serve 
Fund; and the Punjab will have a surplus of 1 crore 71 lakhs, with JtO lakhs 
tucked away in a Peasants' Welfare Fund and 39 lakhs in a Special 
Development Fund. In contrast with this. Bengal, unless the (Centre 
relents, w’ill end this w'ar with a niinstoiie (»f debt nmnd its neck, while 
other provinces have reserves W’ith which to exploit the opportunities, and 
meet the ni^edn, that w’ill suci’eed the (Undaration of peace. Ask him also 
to count his own bles.sings,* The Government of India is in u much stronger 
financial position than any other (lovernment involved in the war: stronger 
both as regards public debt and as regards budgetary eipiilibi iuni. He is 
able to borrow* money on Treasury Bills at 1 j>er cent, and on loans at 
3 per cent. His ways and iiieaiiH {Mi.sitioii is except ioiially (comfortable, and 
will be more .so when be proceeds to collect Extra Profits Tax in instalments. 
There will be other jmints whidi the Finance Dejnirtment, frmn their expert 
knowledge, will be able to put to him. In the time at my disposal I have 
only I>een able to give a rough outline of the way in which w'e l(Mik at the 
matter. We have, in fairness, a very strong case; and I, for one, feel 
confident that, if the Ministry go in and state it, they will not do ho in vain, 
^If they fail to get a projter respon.se, then we muAt debate the matter again 
at our next session. And I, personally, shall feel so bitter about it that I 
bad better, perhaps, be forbidden to speak. 

Before sitting down, I have a word to say about the Calcutta Corporation 
and the difficulties, attributable to the war, in which it ia placed. What I 
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liaise said about relief to Bengal ai>plie8 to that body as well. We ar« of 
Opinion that the Corptoration has a stronger ease for out-and-out State subsidy 
than has yet been aeknowledged by Governnient ; and we hold that a major 
part of that subsidy should be a eharge uj)on the Centre. We may not be 
satisfied wHth the (Corporation's administration; in fact, we are far from 
satisfied. But that is a different matter, and in no way affects the broad 
principle of which we are H{>eaking. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs Mr. Speaker, the framer of a provincial 
budget in “prosperous British India" need not ])e a student of Economics. 
I do not say that tlie lloii’hle Finance Minister is not one. He need have 
no inmgination and he need not know the science and art of making a 
correct natioii-bnilding budget. As the custodian of the provincial 
exchecpier he has hardly to think of nation-building having one and only 
one task assigned to him wliicdi may not inaptly be called nation-bleeding. 
Beg, borrow or steal, he will have to find the wimrewithal to maintain what 
may eujdieinistieally bt‘ 4‘alled Law and Order, but which in reality means 
to keep (he j>eoplc in i>erpetual subjection and just fit to he exploited by the 
j)owcrs that he. Having pru(‘tically em])tied the coffers over Law and Order 
he has the sorry satisfaction of meeting out a dole here and a dole there to 
the starving nation-building beads. iSince t]»e beginning of budget-making 
of tiu‘ province w'e have witnessed this grim humoin- pra(‘tlsed on the floor 
of wiiat we have learnt to call the nation’s Parliament. 

Siii(*e the outbreak of the war which professedly is hciiig fought for 
frjH'doin and fellowship for all peoples under tlie sun — and we are no excep- 
tion to it, ami why sliould we be when we are having a share in its suffering 
and also liave been marked out by Atlantic (Charter or Pacific Fharter, I do 
not know, f(»r a share in its <'oming blessings — a new fat tor lias made its 
api>earance wliich must affect any budget as it aftecU'd Dr. Syamapraaad 
Mookerjee’s budget <»f 1ff4‘.3-4d so imicli so tlmt he had to call it a Wax- 
Budget. Added to Law’ and Order, Civil Defence and other things brought 
about by the w-ar consume practically the wh(de of the (iovernineut’s 
revenue. Our exhortation that abnormal e,\peuditures arising out of war 
eouditions, at least a large portion of them, shouhl he borne by the Central 
Government has not borne and is not likely to bear any fruits as events show*. 

This is how the war affects our budget. After the war or rather coin- 
cident W’ifh it or to put it more correctly caused by it comes the famine 
to which the Hon’ble Finance Minister gives poignant expression in bis 
inimitable style in one short sentence — “Bengal is today bent double with 
Woe and ftgony". Apart from Law and Order and Civil Defemw and things 
of that kind wdiicdi must have their pound of flesh, whether we live or die, 
the famine bus this >ear demanded the budget-maker’s attention to a very 
great extent. Beading l>etw’een the lines one sees the Hon'ble Finance 
Minister's anxiety to have his budget recognised and styled as a Famine 
Budget. In a manner it is. We have no reason to deny it, but it is quit© 
another to admit that there is any indication in the budget that Govemmeni 
are anxious to tackle the famine situation in the right man tier. Their ©beet- 
anicdior at the present crisis seems to be governmental pundiase of foodgnitaa 
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and Atanflttl-d rlotli. Before the year is out the (iciverniueut will have speut 
Rs. 10 (Tores for grains, crores for standard cloth and | crore for salt. 
Brides they intend to si>end Rs. Iti crores for nus crop. The total amount 
is very large indeed and makes us apprehensive. Apart from nepotism, 
jobber>’, profit -.sharing, pocketing and other jotjuar air methods invfilved 
in the transactions, purchase by the Government ,iii the past has not proved 
helpful in solving the problem. In some revHpect> this has jjjoved positively 
harmful. These extraordinary expenses, good or bud as they ma> In*, will 
create an unprei'edenled and alarming deficit of 7} crores on revenue account 
on the Hon’ble Finance Minister’s .showing. We haVe no doubt that the 
deficit would be much larger if tlic Government do not intend to toy with 
the famine fiituation biu to fight it effectively. I have no time to show it 
in detail. Even as the budget stands it does iu»i include any provision for 
the c'ost of rationing that is proposeil tij be introduced shortly nor does it 
‘include any provisiim for the likely l«»ss on trailing account in rcf^fwct of 
the purchase of tiutt crop. 

. The (|Ue.sfi!tn now is }n»w to provide a cover lor this d«»fi('it?' The first is 
u tax on agiicultuial income foi whiidi necessary Icgislalicm has already 
laH*n intnalnccd simoikI measure will conn* later on in the shape of an 

enhancement of the Sah's Tax The proceeds fioin iht'se two sources will 
b«» late and slow in <nniing. In the meantime the (ioverniuent will go on 
Irorrowing. Tliis in short sums up the Ilou’ble Kinanee Minister's famine 
budget. As it has already been shown from this f»ide of tin* House in 
"feiiling with the Agrienltural Income-tax Hill, it will he tlie height of 
unwisdom to impose an\ fresh Imrden <ni the proviio’e at this stage. What 
rr'inains is tr» taji other likely sources, thinking of wdiich one is 
reminded of the fact that the situation has been brought about very largidy, 
as has just Ireen Jiilmitted by my honourable triciid, Mr. Gladding, by the 
.war and partly by natural calamities. In either ease we very naturally and 
very reasmiably expect that the (io\ernnieii1 ot India will come to onr hel(». 

1 am inelinetl to go further, nameiy. that Hh Maj(‘st\ ’s Government musl 
come to our aid. Xot merely humanity hut expediency and statesinanahip 
also demand that the starving millions ot this war basi* must be saved from 
death if the war is to he f<»uirht sU4ressfuHy and if llie profeswol war aims 
are not mere pretensions. 

In this 4*011 neet ion, I ask (iovernnieiit. me thoernment prepared even 
now to declare Bengal a famim* urea and approai h the Government of India 
•nud His Majesty’s Government lor niMTssarv helpl* Are they prepared M 
declare here and now that if their proposal is resisted and they return 
tuiipty-handed, they will (ouie to the people’s side and mak*; a popular 
Mppromdi to the problem P If they do tliat, we an* with them. If they 
understand tlie situation, and if they honestly ami sincerely make this 
•declaration tcwla.v, the sentiment which has l>eeD so nicely expressed by the 
-Hon’ble Finance Minister in the loneluding paragraph of bi>t statement, 
namely, that '‘we the people of Bengal— iiay. we the people of India — 
fihould prayerfully rejudve that, however artfully some sovereign Dcmiuronx 
In the stars may have cast our parts, eaeh one of u.s wdl) b<^ steeled by 
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adversity and impelled to be united in a common endeavour to allay suffer 
ing,” will find an echo in every heart in Bengal. That is the way nol 
merely of fighting the famine and balancing the famine budget but also ni 
ushering in a new era in this province. 

Mr. OiASUOOIN AHMED : ’Tot’tRs »rtr?T, '*(tH viftsitwr? 

^ *lc?, ’TtflU'i's: '<nwi6-»it<6 vrwsi t'rR c¥H itea 

’wc«w «r5tT ^ ^ 

c»# 'ttftf i fV« 4^ 

CVW 'S c.^ f|8t, cn ftiro or«n ^ sn l 49 instance 

4^ I "tf’rai tfC’? Muslim League jrflR'Q^ 

v(ft m Islamic Prmi w^T ^wpii^fsni c>pr^ ^mi vtttf, 

grant^fsi (SC<1 I fV« ci«i Jim « 4^5| f^F junka 

TtFPltefil 4? tv recurring grant !j1% c«t3, 'SfiTS VTTfl 

c’VT'ffire CH^ I <51^ st«,. vmm n Schv? 4v; '^m ra«i 

rnw vrtJRi Wart'S <ti¥ cv -iitH <iiio c^sif vr«6 'Jimtivv ’t'yv vifsii 

4? justification OHf I V^t'3 'al’fsfliil 4V TtVl really Htfe- 

tWVTV (.VIJI 5VtS» %cvr CV *|W!ii 'Jim 5^55 58 51^ 5b (.V# ItTl, <?!?■ tTWlV 

vi«rt6 vft <1110 ew vl1»f% TV, 'smsj .a? vfsrji cTt^ vftsm Tf«i 

vmv, v»n vm sii I viv ^sti? m — Jifivg^fv vtcsf •i.v; 

ffmw vPrftvv jnS ▼vvf« ceJt? tivi vif® vt^^rttvi.'i vm-vJivit cv «N‘t vt?*! 

VHV15, jr<m '•'5 C4ft^ sRtTtC'ii jm vt-siimts 

TtHW TtHtV C5It» viJltTfCS VH VfCS^— >1401 Vt^siTCVtl, jUTtV 41®. -Jim 

viftsirni vrttv 41 1 Tm*! cvvtrv vr^tiv #tv4 fv*tg cwt^ ®w trfe^m 
mVT VlH 'ft^® *ltrv 41 I 4C»W 4^, vrtv '4t>4-^-J4^ 4^, 4fs4«^ft 
4^, VI 4f4 41 CVm — VttsrttVttV W44tVR‘tCT TTl TVm »4J^ 4^ 41V4 VIVTl I 
CV4fi:4 VttsitWrtV ^RJIfVtV*! <41^ JI| t.VCV fvC45 *» fim 4W VltSf — ®ttvv C4^ 4T»1 
vprr vfirv'a^l 4 »f^T9 ^V4 4i^ 1 vtvt) f%f vi jwr vc i^. vitfv ®it® 

VVR CV ^IVl w4dNlvt4V V®^^ W4 4®VClpl ®tV tHV '44W*i ^44" tV^ 

am 4> vfirvgfftv Civil Supply frsR'SRr Vfl 4l4^ ^VlVvrt VtCTV CV anti- 
boarding drive 4rim%8l4, ®tvnil aimttVV Vf^siH H4mvmC‘m TTC® CV 414147 
Vtvmi fffsi, C4flf% C4VI4 CVC¥ 4Vt4 TC1I% 4V^ ▼fsTVI®! <8 Tr«5fS morohant 
fvstt¥ vfv to vwi TOrf|4, Ttvi «r44tvivi<m »icf CV 4v v wmi 1|4, ®l 
®H'ni 4lCf 4C4 4141 CTtVr 4^ ®B SCVFVT I tpW aMV^^ f®f4 4^ 4ITS%5H I 
®m*M f%jf^ '4R‘!l, 4? vSR'S^ •!'¥ CVCV' «tm-4it ^VlV^t View 44^1 jv^f® 
flC44 VtlHltVlt vmicvn C»t4 VI^I® C4^l to VEfV4 tov *H f®ft ^ic® 
4WC44 CV 4®T4® I^ VtlsiHVCW 4^® VtTPlCVm Vt|f® 'to' W4 4^ ®4l 
HJC® 414144, ®V4 feft aRfl^tCW 4® (4 4^5 JjtgmV vmi) JRj'ai 444 4l|f® 

vnni, t’lto <lt«lT«CVTJ 45V«lttr9 VTVTI 41 VRCV f®ft VIVTiCVBf V? fivr VRV to 
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priM control to ftcsR l JF«T 4^ TOtifSlTO, 

siWfwfSrW CTO <I|5f ’9 m ft# TO. CTOft C’Nfl CW TO c^«r 4^; totow 

?iTO « ’prc« cronrs bt»i ftsR ^ i 'roti toi TOm TOfc^ ftros *nTO 

5(1, 15 C3f^ vaij# 4^ ntwii TITO TOi %; 

(StSta 4^ contorol TTlK TOT TOtR' 4T; »rer« 5t!t TW Ci^JT ^Tl I 5tTl TOl 
TmsTS m TPl frot? to ’TO'SI 9^«T l TITO^ 4? control ffti nrlft 
TO CT Tf;5|tTOi:*H TOlTTJr'M CTTJT UTO 5n TO TOF9I TOT CT<I TOICf^ I 
CTit cnlf TO 5f3r Tt;5TfDtTO(f ftf%5J TOT'stl CTO 4^ TftTOH 9 ?T9^ «m 
TOfM. Tl TPHI ^TTO •lift' ftl cT^fsT^ CTO ftro C:t^ I C^ft TO CTOm TO 
CTO 15111 TOl C5^ I TO 4TO TOTrtH TTl -Tift TTO Sft . CTtH TOT 4^ CT 
Supply Departinent4? ftcwfr TCTO^l TtiTO TOTOcnW f^ftt 

TOfu’ CTO'f! T«SR TOT aft CTO. CTaft TtlW «TOll C^TO Surplu* Dintriot. 

CTOCT Surplu* District 3|Jn TOCf TliW ^TOlf C^TO I tWTftt 
CTOR CcV-tfilT TO trft TO 5113 'Tt^, TOIT 4T«n ftrfJI TTCIS TOITCT *11 I 
TITS f%ft TO Tfts 1T,< CTO TCTOR I TTOft; CTTO Ttign TO CTO ftsi iurplo* 
TT 311 1 vira^ift; CTO3I fTrtt4'49 -s c^iafCTi'li tttoh ctn< tto erg? 9 ft»r 

ISTO TliM TO Vil 1 ^irjpfca ,UT1 TSTW TOt»PllT 31TTOfl *fppr 

TO13I TiSn TO tflir ’T'iS' C'fCT I frnrT?csr< •ffir Tif 3 TiSi to ^c>i cto i 
151 TO 5> TTOfn* CTOITT Surplus District ^Cif CTOTl T«1 TCITCT I TO ft 
5csf»tr TO3>1 »fft I TOUl 4 k' tpf;) CTOft I TO^fft: CTsrrcT Surplus District 
CTW'ii Tciic^ cti T311 TSTTi.T cTstTOg enfr TOrtr CTO*!! TtrtcTti to'k 
4^ TJtRft; C^TO cT »RT TOTO Tt®»t TO T^TT ’ll CTO, C»I^«fiT CTTO CTO 
niTO TO 4^1 TO'H ?r| ’TplTC'r? Tien ftcit CTOTO TCT 4TI nHf« ftWT 
Agent Ispahsni CompsnycT T^ TKcn TC5 1 4^T3il '5tCT Surplus District 

CTO<9 TCIICTO ’*W41 Ttft I Tift Ttft uroft; OTOH CTO 311 CTO 

incT : TiTOrjc’ to cto !ii cto tto i cn Tft just toi i 4^ Tirora ftft 
CTOft I5lir5 810 trCK^ :j'^,TO Jff ftftTOTl CTOft I 4 nCT9 4^ TtTOl^ 
CTO Ispshsm Comp*ny? AgenfiM TOi TOW TOU TO 9 TO Tflif 
TC11 TOT3 TOf^ C«'ain TOT I tT;TC"Tf CTO TOitSW TO TOT I C'lTIC'M TO 
TO C’l^ ’R TOTO ftft wri TTC3T cTO TOcn TOS l C’lfr toti T 1 tit PTTO 
CTirg Government AgentTi TPt TTIT 4 Tt CTNtI ftCT TfCST iRTO TTT I pft 
TT TWs'l TTft I TOIT »pr -TOT TVI 4tf TOC# TOT TTim THCT3| 4T; 48 
3rfiBS#« CT > 1 ^ defect CT? TO fttTO;3» 4TC Supply DepMtment 4 l TfTl* 
C’lt^ ^'<R Tf» MIT "51 ^CT TC^TIM I CT# TT TWV »JClf’ T*flTC*WT TOTft 
• T5MTS TOf 8 TC4CT'I . OH ’R TTO TIT ft T T5 TiT TTl TOT1 Tft Tl CTO, 
T#TO C>t 8 TSI TTO9 "fftR TOW 30 4T1 3r5ICT TOl CTTO CSil 

TTCM 1 Tift TTft 48 3ms TRR 43rTO STJ TIT ftiTO. CWffl 311 CTOl *K#T 
Tift# I iSR T ' TO ' 58 Tift 4Tn T»lft I 48 TO TRR TR 4Tlt TOl TIB{ 
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SFfttIf 5ft, 5rfin'S^r?f>W<> Mnalim Leagae45 sft <fTO; 

^t;5I1W*tC¥ Miwlim majMity province ^ 
viwsftti — 4? CT v(f*w(t<r9 vtSTs ^ »ttf%^, 3ft ftblt'i =fjn 

^1155, cftl Muslim Leaguo^i oftfll C3C^ (7f^ I ftft fiftiH ftl15f '^ftft 
Scheduled Caste oftCf« ^«rr3 sft— '*^3: '*iftft 'TOCSRI Scheduled Caste sft- 
K«ft tF«ti nff^ wfft — 'itcH'* 3ic«fr wr#rlt cstpf 3fti ^’iT^PiR^'ftni 
^•frr ’T'^’n «fift t?ft=?<rft‘f i fVi 'stc'rs ^ 

4 l l^Cff^ 5, 3lt3 '®re3; 601 “iO tf*l ^T ^9*1 ^t3 ^»fl ^ITR? I tRTft 

4171 ^l%5t5 I • 4^ '^ftl fV fV| 'SftCf^ ? «5ftl C6t«t 
vpl<51 ¥171 ’ftC55^t I • cn? »Pt ^Wl f5W ¥l?.(?ff45l-l «Rf^ ^fW'8^¥ C6M 
■yw OPf ^1 I ■ ’Prt ¥W8 '*1*1 "SI 4^ il¥4 ■ll(^c5C5 

<jftl ftfW (S»ffC4tCB ¥5 RtTC5^n TO «ttB >“1155 W?l (.STlWfl 
(71“tft tnm ?WC5 I ’l¥i:«R 4? B'lft 3 ¥5 I 31t:‘ft fB^ ¥C« (?f4l 
iJWft ^ftl (TR ’r3TC¥ C¥® ¥503 — 47T3T ’ll ¥115, 31 ¥C9 

<XC’|5| I ¥ft <lftri ntC5I^—4^ Muslim "League tjofttl^t f¥ 

¥1^1 *I1C¥H I ¥H Civil Supply4’I 4St, ^^’Ift'ft 3ftft ¥t’t¥ 

memberBF ¥B%SR ¥tf’( WC's'f^ I 3ft 4¥ 7131 Muslim League's 

tfSft, ^K¥ ¥ftt,S <7ft Russian Ctar4S. ¥«ll I f%f¥a tr3tS*tt#l 

fllSH — f.»r«RT «RSt«fft‘H;¥ ¥?rftT ¥SC3’I, f¥« Sf^’IISft'ft lk¥ M'fist' 
.¥t,S% I ¥tw ^tlSTft H’i’rtSft'I S’ft. Muslim League4S C'll¥l’t<¥ ^¥13 ¥ftt.¥ 3¥S 
3ft g3ft C¥l«tft K¥ SIB, ^ ftlTt — 4 ¥1(1 0 ,^ 'jft! SB SK’ft I 

Khan UMfc Maulvl Mi. HA8ANUZZAMAN : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^tt¥ft 

¥tBtt 6 ¥l S«t 5 tl¥ ’IftftI ¥fiftft • ^'Sl *lft?n f¥t*rC¥ 

¥^ TO ¥ftt3f5l TOrt ¥lC4t5*n TO¥¥ft (TTfifttll '« ¥fnn(5, f¥¥ 

ftHsitlRl ¥ftl«ft (ftTO 5 fTO ¥ 1 , ¥n:» *tfiM 3 ¥« 4 ft ¥ft¥T« ¥firC 3 5 ^C¥ I ftciflft 
TO <«ftl 'Jftftl fTO ¥W 1 ^ ¥¥ ’ftn:«lt 5 ¥I ¥ftli^ ¥¥^3 i %¥¥ 
Sfttft ftlfro ¥^ a<.«ft, 33 |¥ ¥ftt 3 (ft¥l 4 ft ’ll I <H 4 ftft 4 ^¥, 

4 ft qlt 4 ^, 4 tft ait'ftSR fr>rtC 4 ¥lft¥R ¥¥fi ft¥Cl« *ff 3 

ftftftH ¥fin3f5l ^>"*11 ¥t¥ 4ftJl3R4 '« «im-TOIB ®¥J8« 

Vffeftftlft ¥3Hft •4'TO *tft‘t3 ¥lC3C5 I C¥ 3ft ¥TOft4 4TO I 43- ¥«TT¥ft 
*4».3lri Jl^Oft ¥<¥¥131, ^gft 'S ¥4IftT ¥K41I '8 ^4¥fft ¥41 ’iTOtBftl 

'¥fi4ft5¥, f¥¥»RfJrftl. fBrtfftl »llfT ¥¥C»R W^nWftCft ¥'fl ^ ?tt3 4ft 

Mt^4K5 1 ^¥, <44^ ^ftC4 44T ¥<441 4ft,' <¥J 4f¥C3 ¥lC4 ’ll I 

4(341; 3ftlW4 ^4*114 4X41 ®»t4’84l¥llft4 C^lft#!^ 44 41 I ?ftrl4 41¥ft C«It¥ vllllra 
■ 41 4ftC3 *tft*I 4141 4ftC3C5 — C¥ 3ft 444 41C4 T Supply Ministo' 4tC54 4lftlft 
¥41 4C4l 5t®4 3 ¥41141 4ftHC4I4 4T441 ¥<441154 4<44l _ ¥41 

4lt t3C5 1 ¥l<^ 41 4^ 44 51^4 ¥ 4141441 C¥t4ft 4ftC3C5 1 4il4l#|4 3lC4T 

49414 eft 5ftC¥4 414141 4rarS 44l¥ 44 4ft I 3ft ¥lf4 ¥^414 ¥8, tirW¥ 
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unioM controUed d,op4, ^ TfS ^ 

SPF spf csrtt’M pt<8«, 

Sfc^ 5 ^^ c^c^T C«»f>m n%ifn ig^, 

'inft Ministered dTO d«iT5 ^ 

^5tC5Rqn g^offioerOTdW %Pr dftcd ^5 pfSie? ^U 

WIH Jrfrra^ Relief Organisation dt?l? dftlffC^ Crftm ^ I 

^5ft reporfca? S«t« relief49 ?ndn > «WfT^ftd dft. ^rim 

»nrt«nrd >Pr>Tm report4s d?r dc^Tdi dfl?n :rd:dr*T :ni«:de9r «*t»tt^m 
*1?.^ 4^^ officer 3 dt« ^ d5R | 

^ !^*** Julie Departinent4’r S»f« Rrb dTw PWl^in Ofsm rtfltf I 
'•(W? f^'flbflc, 4^51 dt? 4dfl b(^s department dftd dCdd I dftdd 
fdf^ Jtl—Cdd^ reporMS | 4 ^ department* offloerCTf 

•^ds ddi >r*dt* I 

4 *f* ftSt Pr«? »(f5T 3 BfSc^Tir price control dftsttpT 1 4^ control4f 
'W' fd ? Cd dr* supervision ? 4» *dd bogus control 4? 1Wi Cdf* dtd^ 
5 ^r* *11 dtj Cdfq Cdt* Police Offiocrc«ri vft^rg C*r*tlt« dTddI sttlT? | dill 

dfH, dNd constau*.^ srwtr* f?m arfinnrs— * 1 * 1 . durnr vfcdti; fdf *ta; 

csr**! C* <rr* ^ssn fl#l d* 1 Wj^d Circle 0 ffioer 4 * dCd dWr»f f^fl *fircim, 
Department 4 * 4 ? rpT^ offioerc** gvf* strict Buperviiion 4 ? Cd3*l <nrdtl I 
control successful I 

*15^m Agriculture Minister mw ^oR ddl di *%!! *» | 
ddW *151** 4^ department4* ^tn« *#1 %5ri1 I ^151* 4> r*elr'-t* C5** 
'df%$rn *1^ *r**, <iTl*Cd* f*Vl*l VIC* Hon-ble Tsn.iz.Hl, bn *frr* 4» 
IdSlT'-f* ®I* f*Ci15| I ^d CdT cl*. Cd5 *■* *c^ I Tdl *5*m **C« f*ffl 4f 

Swit sid gi * ^w* vnTl **r* dr*difi ntg-* dp.s; *fdni dWtnr* *1**11 fe* 1 

iJm* dr-rc»r 4*t* seed distribution 4rd*fr* untimely , ff, 

dNl?*l* TO *11* 5^5, *r.,*M * 1 * *ldC* 1 -lf 5 TC 5 1 -51513 Jld *tr.** qft, c*Hl 

*1* I iSwTd 3f**rc4* sRt *cs-i=i ‘iifdtT d*Mt* dftrrfs 1 

Education Department n*er 3 *1*1*7 fdj ddfil f*** *1 *fsrr* t^*t, 
rtc* I *-#*!* Government Primary teacherc** d*f iKfdfd^ d-rmn w 
allodanoe4* *J*TI dfidtripi I fdd Secondary f5r5ir',n w*T d*Tl*r* Cdl* *Tdlft 
^Cd* *11 1 Aid *I?l^ffi (ITS*!? *mr3 ?d *«• I Education4d S*f* 4^*1 
^351* dt*t fd ? dl*tr*d Laksham 3 Pasebimgaon H. E. School 4*; 
,d*rt*r Bdnoational Institutions 4*1* acquire dfiim c* 8*i 5^*115 ( 4 f%*,f 

OFt^ r 

Co ^petative DBpMtnent4* dl* 4d dfiWCi* ddl 9flc»r ddtd rtc** | 
^mamt mid 4 t ,nm dfiro?* c* Chittagong DivUnitd Cdl* Ontmt 
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BuikC¥ crop loMi CTOTI sjl I ’iRsW sfliCTf 

^ (jfOTW 4r«pnw 

«tW ftm ftJl I '«RUh crop lo«i44 i^TI I 

Agriculture Tax W* 4^ ^113 i?I ’Tt^sit? trpl'rftpf't ctM ^finn 

5Ftw ’Pitrsra ’Rf’T f^TWp! I ^ 5rf5wt?i ^rwi »rf?nn 
T»Ti 5*r<i ^ n?i5i crrii tax ^»ri^ urftitt?ir>ra ®»t9 (iii tax 

ISf&5 1 urPmi^ii ’vti^ « ^ ?i^«n i 

^IrifR ^'JfC'R ^TT C^ Of^ Chittagong Divisioii<ii?f Minister 

’riW WHI I ®l5l4 '*(l(.^ I "Slttf •Pnt 

’fft I «m >4^ ’(lA ’TtCil'H ?i5^ I ’’riiTfil ^ ^■5t »t1^CT 

'«lHt 

Mr. I. 0. JALAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we are meeting today to discusa 
the Financial Statement of the Government of Bengal under the shadow of 
a great catastrophe which has overtaken this province — a catastrophe which 
ia unprecedented in the history of Bengal in recent times. Bengal which 
was described as “ ^ ” in the famous Bandenuitaram song of the 

Great Bankini<handr« has been converted into a state in which people of 
rural Bengal have come to Calcutta in search of food and then are dying of 
starvation in hundreds in this second city of the British Kmpire. Can 
there be a worse condemnation of the Government of Bengal which has 
undertaken the responsibility of the Government of this province than that 
in a city like Calcutta hundreds and hundreds of men, women amj cliildreu 
of this province should come in search of food and die of starvation ? 
Nothing worse can hapi>en. We can say anything we desire, but the 
responsibility of the Government of Bengal can never be shirked. The 
Government has failed at a moment which recjuired the greatest energy, 
the greatest ability of the representatives of the people who have under- 
taken the reins of this Government out of their oan choice. We remember, 
Sir, that six mouths ag(» when the Iluq Ministry was in power a condemna- 
tion was voiced on the floor of this House and outside by the party w’hich 
is in power today to the effect that that Government had failed to tackle 
the food problem and was incapable of tackling it and therefore the said 
party supported by tbe European group and the head of the province 
brought about the downfall of the Ministry with a view ostensibly to solve 
the food problem of this province in a way which was not at all commend- 
able to the ordinary people. I need not, Sir, go into the history- as to how 
the downfall of the last Ministry was brought about. We on this side of 
the House have got no concern whatsoever with this Ministry or the other; 
we are more concerned with the problems which are confronting us in this 
country, but we know that a great constitutional question was tackled by* 
the head of this province in a way which was not satisfactory to the people. * 
4 Ministry which was enjoying the confidence of tbe majority of the House 
was made to resign by the head of the province to usher in a supposed new 
Oft in which people will get their food and will he governed better tlian 
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tli# 3 r were governed before. But what do we find f We find that instead of 
a satisfactory solution of the problem the situation has deteriorated beyond 
control and a situation has arisen in which people cannot but blame this 
Government which has taken the responsibility of the Government of this 
province according to their own desire. When they have taken the reins of 
Government they cannot shirk their duty and we who have got to voice the 
feelings of the people of the province will be failing in our duty if we do 
not unequivocally condemn this Government for what they have not done 
up till now to solve the f(K)d problem. 

When the Government of Sir Nariinuddin came into power it held out 
hopes firstly that the political prisoners would be released. Hut what do we 
find today after six months of government of this province hy Sir Naiim- 
uddin’s party? Sir Xazimudtlin the other day stated that the reason why 
these political prisoners were not laung released was l>ecauHe the Saigon 
radio was <‘onstantly agitating that the people of this country should rise 
in rebellion against the Government (»f this provinee and that there were 
men like Jai Prakash Nuruin who were agitating for u reliellion in Calcutta 
under the very nose of the (fovernment <»f Hengal without l)eing deierte*!. 
That is one of the reasons why these two thousand political prisoners win* 
are rotting in jail without any trial or proof of any charge against them 
should iMf detained for an indefinite pericMl. If the argument of Sir 
Naiimuddin Ik* correct, then there is no chance of these people being 
released during the durutiou of the war Wuuse it is not within our cc*ntrol 
to prevent the Saigon radio from propagating that tin* j»eople of this »*ountry 
should rise in rebellion. that the thing which Sir Niuiminldiii (ontem- 
plated when he issued the statement at the time id taking over the reins of 
(rovernment of this proviru'e? Was not the Saigon rmlio in existence at 
that lime? Was not the situation which is prevailing today )>revalenl at 
that time? Did he utter these words in ordci to befool the public? I say, 
Sir, with deliberate decisimi that it was a v^de-i-abhing device without aus 
desire to fulfil the promise. If there he an> .siiicerit> in him he should 
come forward and release the political prisoners. He has got his (M.l). 
and police. If he finds that there is anything wrong again, the arms of 
law and the arms of police are long enough to bring them into their clutches 
again. If the Government are afraid of doing this, it is better that they 
should cease to exi*ii and should surrender the H4*als of their office to the 
Governor and say that they are incapable of managing the affairs of this 
province. 

The next question, Sir, which is agitating tlie people of this province 
is the food problem. When we go through the financial statement produced 
by my honourable friend, Mr. T. C. Goswami, who was at one time one of 
the leaders of the Congress party and who rebelled against the Congress 
party and joined the gitmp which was against the otficial group and who 
has again left that party and has joined the Ministerial party^ 1 beltevei in 
order to do some good to this province, we seek in^vain for any good which 
he has done. Why is he a member of the party which oannot control the 
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lood situation and the problems which are before usF The financial state- 
ment which the Hon’ble the Finance Minister has produced before the 
House lacks imagination and 1 regret to observe that I cannot congratulate 
the Hon’ble Finan(;e Minister on the statement which he has produced on 
the floor of the House. What do we findF The Government announced 
that rationing will Im? introduced in Calcutta from the Ist of October and we 
find in the financial statement of the Government of Bengal that it has not 
yet been found jxmsihle to work out the full details of the cost of rationing 
which is going to he introduced shortly. Is that efficiency which the Gov- 
ernment of Bengal cun boast ofF The (juestion of rationing has been before 
the country for the last 8 or months. Rationing has been introduced and is 
functioning successfully in Bombay which is not under popular control but 
under bureaucratic control under section 9*‘t. If they had been able to 
introduce rationing six months before the (Government of Bengal had even 
thought of and that also successfully, is it to the credit of this Govern- 
ment that the financial statement should state that “it has not yet been 
found possible (o work out the full details of the cost of rationing which is 
going to be introduced shortly? The cost is, however, expected to be cou- 
•iderable and a supplementary demand will have to be put in in due course". 
When will that “due course*/’ come? Five mouths have elapsed since the 
time when the budget was produced btd'ore the House. Even after the exj>iry 
of five montlis the scheme vi ruthtniug, tlie cost of rationing, the amount 
which will he involved are not before the House even today. We c^in say that 
the (Government of Bengal is being run efficiently? Certainly w'e shall say 
that the (lovernnu^nt ought not to have announced to the public prematurely 
that rationing was going to he introduced in Calcutta from the Ist of 
October. If Government cannot introduce it in October and has to come 
again to the House saying that for certain reasons it cannot introduce it and 
wants some more time, then that is not the way in which Government ought 
to h(‘ eondueted. 

Then we find. Sir, that the Hon’hle the Finance Minister has stated that 

(Tores of rupees will be the deficit of this province but it is not quite 
clear how he proposes to meet that deficit. If the (iovernmeiit of Bengal 
wunte<l t(j bring in the Agricultural Income-tax Bill before the House, why 
di<l it not bring it in time so that the money could he available in the 
t'ourse (»f the year? If the (iovernment of Bengal wanted the increase in 
the Sales Tax to come into play in order to meet the deficit what prevented 
the (Government from bringing in the ueeessar\ legislative measures by this 
time? If the Government of Bengal came to the conclusion that there was 
no other alternative hut to borrow, then why is there no scheme for borrow- 
ing either from the Central Government or from the people? In that case 
how is it possible for you to meet the expenses which are before you? 

So far as the food problem is concerned the less said the better. We fln<l 
that this Ministry has failed to tackle the food problem in this sense that 
so far as this province is concerned first the Hon'ble the Food Minister came 
out with his statement that there was no shortage: Later on when he found 
that there war* shortage he went to the Government of India for help and 
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gueeimr and the Government of India found fault with the arrangements 
whicii were prevailing in this province. Now, if the Government of Bengal 
is to depend upon the charity of the Government of India, the Government 
of tKe Punjab, the Government of Assam and the Governments of other 
provinces, then we have got to tackle the problem in a pniper manner, but 
what is the way in which the problem has been tackled F As a sample, I 
should place before the House the statement which Mr. Baldev Singh, a 
Minister of the Punjab Government, has made. This is a very serious 
statement which recjuircs the earnest coiisideruGon of the Government of 
Bengal. He stated “there is aWdutcly no d»>u]>t in my mind lh,it either 
the Bengal (iovernment or the middlemen, stockists and millers arc making 
profits from wheat and wheat products; otherwise the prices in Bengal 
should be at parity with the Punjab prices’*. Asked about pool in prices 
mentioned in Mr. ,Suhrawardy ’s statement he said, “These are out of date, 
because the Government of India have given up that system and since 
August If) last, the Government of Bengal is purchasing direct from the 
Punjab and the prices paid by them are not more than Hs. 10-4 per maund 
which means a clear reduction of Rs. 1-0 per maund in the prices of 
wheat. The Punjab since August lo last has despatched r)(),0(K) ions of 
wheat and its products. The profits on this account alone made by the 
Bengal Government would be in the neighbourhood of Us. 20 lakhs”. 
Now, we do not find anything as to what has actually happened to this. 
We knew before that wheat was supplied by the Government at about 
Its. 15 and aftii was sold at tbe rate of about Its. 10, and when these 
criticisms appeared, the rates were reduced. This is the impression which 
Punjab, the senior partner of Pahisthan^ has got to say olamt the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. This is a serious indictment that one responsible Minister 
of the Punjab Government from whom we are to get our wheat and nttn 
thinks that the Government of Bengal is making a profit of Rs. 20 lakhs. 
Is that the way in which we can inspire confidence in the neighbouring 
provinces? Even the reHjponsihle Members of the Executive ('ouncil have 
stated that so many wagons were going and that they did m»t know what was 
happening in Bengal. The w'agons were there, and it was the mal-distri- 
. bution which was going on in Bengal. Can }ou expei'i with u mentality 
like this which is prevailing in the Central Government, and with a 
mentality like this which has been shown by Mr. Baldev Singh, a Minister 
of the Punjab Government, to get succour from the mdghbounng provinces? 
I say, Sir, that this Ministry has failed to put confidence in its administra- 
tion to such an extent as lose the sympathy of the neighbouring 
provinces and the Central Government. If Bengal has not got food enough 
for its own people, if other provinces look with scepticism to the efforts of 
the Bengal Government in tackling this problem, what earthly reason is 
there to think that we shall be able to solve the foml problem of this province 
•in a satisfactory way? 

Now, Sir, I was always of tbe opinion that if the whole of India could 
have been taken as one unit without the provincial barriers, there would 
have been no difficulty like this, and I am glad to find, Sir, that so far at 
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ill® Govommont of was coBcerned, it had come to the concIusioB 

that the whole of India should be taken as one unit, but because of the 
opposition of the provinces, this was not possible. During the last budget 
discussion in my speech I dwelt upon this point at great length. I cleariy 
expressed my view that there is a shortage in India, but that shortage is 
not so great as to justify deaths from starvation in Calcutta and there- 
after the Government of India came to a similar conclusion. But the 
provinces went against it and therefore that decision could not be imple- 
mented. Now we have got to rely upon our home resources. What are 
we doing in this province? We are issuing statements and hoping that we 
shall succeed by doing so. We say that trade has not co-operated with 
Government; trade says that Government has not co-operated with them. 
The Government was purchasing rice at the rate of Rs. 25, Rs. 26, Rs. 27, 
Rs. 28, Rs. 29 and at any rate at which they could get rice. I know that 
the Government of Bihar was purchasinf^ rice up to Rs. 20 a maiind and 
not beyond it, but because of the operation of the Government of Bengal 
through its agents, even the Bihar Government had to purchase rice at 
the rate of Rs. 27 or Rs. 28 and thus they antagonised the Bihar Govern- 
ment and prevented the Bihar Government from rendering full help to 
the Bengal Government. It is a fact, Sir, that though there was a free 
Knstern zone, still there were officials of the Bihar Government who said 
that nobody could export rice outside the province. They said “we do 
not know anything. You cun send grains to Bengal. We cannot prevent 
it, but we shall remember it”. Can any person in vieM' of this attitude 
of the officials do anything? This was due to the antagonising spirit in 
which the wlnde thing was done. Bihar was purchasing rice at Rs. 20 and 
tlie Bengal (lovernment went there and competed with them and purchased 
at Rs, 27 and Rs. 28. This is a fact which is known to everybody and this 

is the way in which things have been done. 

lEnough has been said about Messrs. Ispahani ii Co., Ltd. They are 

as good merchants as others are. I have got nothing more to say than this 

that there has been a tremendous amount ot criticism about the way in 
which they are carrying on the Government business. It is in the interect 
of the Government’s fair name and the name of Messrs. Ispahani &. Co., 
Ltd., that they should come forw^aixl and face a proper emiuiry into the 
matter. The fact is that even the brokers of this firm have earned lakhe 
of rupees. We do not know how far the charges against them are correct. 
The offer which was made by the Hon’ble Finance Minister to Dr. Mookerje* 
to look into the accounts is frivolous. We know that accounts were capable 
of being managed in a way in which the real state could not be found 
without a proper enquiry and cross-examination. There may be account! 
in the names of henamdars or fictitious persons. It may be in the name 
of say, Ganeahdas Marw-ari, for instance or some such name. While I am 
taking this name I am not speaking about Ispahanis. What I am speak* 
ing of is that there may be accounts in the names of fictitious person* 
which it is very difficult to find out until and unless there is a sifting and 
proper enquiry about this. Therefore there is no meaning in the men 
examination by 4wo persons from the Aocounts Department going a^d 
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looking at the papera. These persons will simply see that the balanea 
sheet is quite all rights that the debit and credit sides are all right, that 
the names are giTen. Does the Government of Bengal take the responsibility 
that every name which is there is not fictitious or ftetuimi and is otherwise 
hona fide? How can the officials of the Audit Department find as to whether 
a particular name is correct and whether a jwrsoii of that particular name 
exists at all in the world? Is there any machinery by which this can be 
found out except a sifting enquiry? In the interest of the fair name of 
the Government of Bengal and in the interest of the firm they should face 
an independent enquiry. If on en(|uiry it is fount! that everything is G.K. 
they need not he afraid. If on enquiry it is found that there is something 
wrong, people must know what remedy is there. 

Let U8 now come to the controlled shops. If I want a hag of wheat, Sir, 

I am forced to go to the hlack market; otherwise I cannot get it. If I want 
utta, either 1 liave to go and stand in a queue to get one seer of atto or I 
have to go to the }»lnck market or die of starvation. Is that the p<dicy of 
Government? I am a consumer, say, with a fau»ily of 20 to 25 heads and 
I want a bag of wheat, Can the <iovernment say where 1 am to get it? 
Where is the marhinery ])y which 1 can get it save by my going to the 
black market? Is that sound management f(»r the wdiole of the province? 
The entire population must be taken as a whole and the Government of 
Bf*ngal must see that there is proper and e(|uitahle distribution for the rich 
and the poor, and for all who inhabit this unfortunate province. Sir, I have 
got just only one thing more to say. The state of affairs in which we find 
ourntdves today is unsatisfactory and tinsatisfact4»ry to a gr«‘nt degree. Not 
only the Cabinet but the party which i.s .supporting the Cabinet are respon- 
sible to the people of this provinee for anything that happens or may 
hajipen to this province. I am not interested in the shifting of blame from 
one party to another and I am (juite positive that no amount of shifting 
can solve thi** prtddem in tl»e fa(*e of the grave eorrupti(»n which i** firevail- 
ing from head to foot. Corruption and inefficiency are supposed to exist 
in ranks when the same is not expected. It must cease though I do not 
envisage any possifuiity of preventing such corruptions, \\ hatever 
machinery may he devised we cannot root out the evil because the allura- 
meiit is t<H) great and the way.s in which it cun Ije concealed are too many. 
Still I say. Sir, that utmost efforts of the party which is supporting this 
Ministry in this directiem is necessary and the Ministry must he able to 
tackle this problem. Otherwistt their names will go down to the future 
generations as failures in the history of Bengal. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN ilDDIQI: Mr Speaker, Sir, my perversity 
' compels me again to repeat that I find the atmosphere of the House unreal. 
Eriendt opposite have been opposing this budget as if it was produced by 
tbe present .Finance Minister. They do not for a moment acknowledge that 
be is eimply carrying somebody else’s baby. The history of the last year 
and the previous budget is known to os all. Gne Finance Minister dis- 
appeared just before the budget was in the process of formation. Then the 
leader of the old group, the then Chief Minister who was also the Home 
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Vmister took up the portfolio of Finance. Eighteen items, as you know, 
Sir, were pasaed. Six remained to be passed. If the criticisms were about 
any additions to or amendments of the old budget presented to the House 
by the old Finance-cum-Home Minister one would have understood that 
there was some reality and that there was something to be said about it. We 
are having this public expenditure of this session on a point which really 
does not appear to me to be real. Why don't they get up and say: “All 
right, the 18 items that were passed would be taken as passed. I^et us 
discuss the remaining 6 items only. Let them be voted. Let us^say some- 
thing about them as we did when we were not in the opposition". That is 
not the thing. The whole problem turns on one point, how to make speeches 
whether real or unreal and how to pick holes in a thing which was ot their 
own preparation. This, Sir, is self-condemnation of u type that reipiires 
beating. The honourable member who preceded me claimed to s])euk in 
the name of the commercial organisations of Calcutta and Bengal. Mav T 
also claim the privilege of speaking on behalf of the mercantile communily 
because I represent that group here? Sir, the House should not forget the 
psychology of the merchant, be he a Marwari or a Mussalman. If I can 
make one liundredth part of a pie more than what J ordinarily can. I shall 
certainly make it. The honourable member who preceded me has with one 
brush tarnished not only the Finance Minister but the whole Cabinet and 
others who support them. May I appeal to him and may 1 point out to 
him that everything that is po.s.sible is being done, that his whole outlook is 
a bit difficult to understand? Had he looked at tlie problem purely from 
the commercial a.spect he would have realised that tlie mess in Bengal was 
primarily created by the changing policies of the people at the Centre. 
Today it is free trade, tomorrow it is imposing the barriers, the third day 
somebody else comes and does something else. Speaking on a previous 
occasion on this problem 1 had even tried to exonerate the C'abinet before 
ihe present Cabinet because the only mistake that they committted w^as that 
they surrendered blind-fold to the vagaries of the (lovernment of India. 
Had we been allowed to go ahead as w^e thought best perhaps things would 
not have gone so bad. That w^as not done and unfortunately the ex-Prime 
Minister went to Delhi and made a further mess at the Food Conference. 
Had that utterance of his not been made I feel certain that the sympathy 
of the Government of India, the other provincial Governments and the rest 
of India that is now flowing towards us would have come to us. The most 
responsible man from Bengal goes and says “Leave us alone, we are ail 
right". What would my friends have done had they been at the Centre 
and in position of power? » 

Another point to which I should like to draw your attention, Sir, is the 
method suggested by the honourable member who spoke on behalf of the 
European group. We have done all that was possible. His idea and bii 
•nggestion that we should now go and urge upon the Central Oovemmenl 
and ask them to take their share of responsibility, is, I hope one, which Hi« 
Finance Minister will consider favourably. The mess here is as I have 
■aid before something in the nature of the mess, which these great men and 
Aperts made in Hongkong, Singapore, Java and in Burma. They had nol 
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thought of the possibility that Burma would go. They had not thought 
that Singapore would disappear and they had not thought that CaloutU 
woold be raided. It follows, therefore, that the great experts sent every- 
thing that they could out of India through the United Kindom, Commercial 
Corporation and through various other agencies to the front in Africa, to 
the front in the Near East and also supplied the needs of neutrals and 
allies. I do not grudge that. But Saigon and Rangoon having disappeared 
we had to take the responsibility of Ceylon. I could go on talking like this 
but the fundamental fact that we are now loaded with the responsibility of 
a deficit of 7^ crores does not break rny back. I feel that not seven but 
even if the debt of Bengal were to rise to seventy crores we are in a juwition 
to meet our long-term debts. Bengal was free from debt for a fairly long 
time. A calamity has now come and in this calamity not man hut nature 
has also taken part. To control it and bring things to a proper level, Sir, 
we need all to join liands together not only within Bengal hut every 
Provincial (Toverninent and the (loverninent of India must hi^ roped in. I 
want. Sir, in this connecti<ni to appeal to the Finance Minister to use all 
his influence not only for securing as much money as he cun from the 
Finance Member of the Government of India but also to impress upon him 
and to impress upon the ur Council in Liuidon or Washington, w'herever 
it be. that the feeding of Bengal is now a war measure of the first onler. 
They must i)lace wheat at our disposal : they must send ns, if not rice, every 
other kind of grain : and they must come forward now and accept the 

responsibility a.s one of the major responsibilities of the war. I do not 

know what will be done in October: 1 do not know whether our armic^s aro 
going acTosH the jungles of Burma towards the (Miina Road: Newspaperf 
speak about the recapture of Rangoon : wdialever the military experts may 
think, if they want their military measures, to go forward, and the opera- 
tional part of the war in the East to succeed, I feel that the time has come 
when one and all should realise that the eastern portion of India attaching 
to the borders of the war zone has to he kept going, V*ou cannot fight tho 

war at the front with people starving Ixdiind you. In this light, Sir, J fool 

that opposing, talking of things which they know t(» he incorrect, talking of 
things which the^' would realise are the out<‘ome of the war, and not 
following the corre<*t line for the most momentable period of sixteen months^ 
18 not right. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister deserves not only support 
but active encouragement in his efforts to balance the budget if he can or 
in his efforts to induce the Government of India to give to Bengal, under 
the united national demand of Bengal, all the money it needs. 

Hr. OHIRENDRA NATH SEN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Budget EsU- 
mate for 1943-44 as presented by the Hon’ble the Finance Minister finds,® 
dismal reading and discloses a M'oeful picture of liengal. It is indicativ# 

^ of a famine budget of the Government. Tbe budget reveals a startling debt 
to the tune of 18 crores in tbe Revenue Acc^ount. But it is not a normal 
budget; so, this huge deficit need not stagger u.s at the present time in the 
peeuliar situation in which Bengal finds herself today. The extent of the 
deficit is nothing unnatural and is quite understandable. In view, of the 
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pettilenoe naw raging all over the proTince it is ineumbent on 
ihe Government that they should take measures for the amelioration of the 
fituation. The crying need of the hour is food and if the Government are 
to discharge their primary function they should provide food to the people 
of the province. It is therefore quite in the fitness of things that the 
present budget should be more concerned with food than anything else. 
There is therefore nothing to wonder that the Government should have 
provided ten crores for the purchase of foodgrains for distribution at 
cheaper rates to the public and to its low paid servants, 7J crores for the 
purchase of standard cloth and half a crore for the building up of a Eeserve 
Fund. Besides Government intends to spend 16 crores on the purchase of 
65 lakh maunds of am paddy. Although a considerable portion of this 
money is recoverable, Government have estimated a loss of 3^ crores on the 
purchase of foodgrains. These are large-scale operations which are not 
required at normal times. Government have also undertaken another 
attemf)t to meet the present crisis, but as these operations involve sums 
which go up to crores, it is essential that their handling of such liuge sums 
of public money should properly be scrutinised so that there should be no 
room for rumours or speculations. The Hon’ble the Finance Minister has 
not given any details about the trading activities; lie has not said how he 
has arrived at the figure of ten crores; he has not said how much foodgrains 
have been bought out of the sum provided for; neither has he given us any 
idea as to through whom Government are either buying or intend to buy 
or from whnt areas the purchases have already Wn made; he has not also 
told us wliat is the actual cost price of Government purchases and what 
is the price ut which they are distributing the purchased foodgrains to the 
public. What is necessary is that the House should be given these informa- 
tions. There are so many allegations and ugly rumours floating about 
these grains transactions of Government that decency alone, apart from law, 
demands that the Government should have absolved itself of the attacks 
attaching to these transactions. All these details Government must lay 
before the House before they want us to vote for funds. They cannot 
expect us to sign a blank cheque. Again, the trading operations, I think, 
are not sufficient. A successful handling of the situation jiresupposes a 
policy and a programme on which the Finance Minister has not thrown any 
light. The people of Bengal have Icist confidence in the control measures 
taken by Government from time to time. There is not one instance of a 
uniform policy that binds them together into a common whole. Neither the 
budget nor the statement of the Minister of Civil Supplies has thrown any 
illuminating light on this aspect. 

In the next place, I would like to emphasite on another aspect of the 
^i^^ie—the financial one, which is more germane to the budget proper. It 
is a commonplace in public finance that every effort should be made to make 
the eetimates as near the actuals as it is possible. For the present, the 
budget of the Government violates this elementary principle. The amount 
of the actual deficit that would accrue in the end of the year is likely to 
anrpaes by a huge sum the estimated deficit. The budget does not make 
auy pnmaion for tha ealimatad coat of rationing to be introduced shortlf 
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nor does it include any probable lose arising out o! the traneactions of tba 
out paddy to the value of 00 crores. Government should have given us 
some idea as to the cost of these operations for a proper appreciation of the 
real position- It is therefore quite likely that the ac^tual deficit at the 
year-end would exceed the estimated amount by a huge sum. 

Lastly, I would say one word as to the manner in which the Govern- 
ment proimses to cover the huge deficit. They projmse two new measun^s— 
the imposition of agricultural income-tax and the enhancement of the Sales 
Tax although they do not expect any revenue from these measures during 
the current year. So Government pro]H>se to I'over the deficit l)y horiH)wing 
and the net addition to the debt burden amounts to lOJ crores. The present 
is the most inopportune time to impose a new taxation for the future 
resources of the province should have been mortgaged, rather Government 
should have been well advi.sed if they could secure financial relief from the 
Centre and I congratulate my honourable friend Mr. tlladding for liU 
very out.sfM)ken sjieecli. Natural calamities apart, all the miseries that we 
find today in Jleugal uiv morv or less dirwtly responsible to the fact that 
the province happens to be the basis of military operations uguinsi the Far 
Kastern army. The present situation in Bengal is in no small measure due 
to the bungling of the Central Government. It is the hasty ileiiiul jKdicy 
of the Central (fovernmeiit that set the ball rolling. As a result the fear 
complex seissed the |H‘<»ple and prices began to rise. Moreover, much of the 
Civil Defence expenditure has been occasioned by Bengal's nearness to the 
war zone. It is tjuite in tlie fitiiens of things that a goo<l pf)rfifui of all the 
expenses slioubl be lK)rne by the Central Government. The Central Govern- 
ment cannot shirk their resjipiisibility in the mutter and if is not fair to 
saddle this province with the burden of the war emergeiicN o%\H*nnen. I 
should therefore like to know what attempts have been made hy Govern- 
ment to get funds from the Central Government to cover the expiMises and 
with wdiat results. We think that if a vigorous and strong case hud been 
put up before the Central (h>verninent . they could not have resisted the juit 
demands »»f the Bengal Government, ('ertaiiily they would have been com* 
j>elled to meet these expenses out of their own funds instead of passing the 
burden on the slender resources t»f u pnivince. 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : Speaker ^ April 

I 

Leaguers? meeting I C4 

or (TWIR league 5 ^ 44fC3f 

4ft form ^19 4fv sTt^STl ’ttfi CHtfiT ^41414 ^4 f4C"f4 vffT I 

f5n:w 4C4 C4, 5^1, Ruasion c«ae44 C4t4 44 Suhrawardy 

Tffe w TOTCf?! (A 40101 : RaMbn fV 

41IC4R m l) Rtiiiian 4^ 4rf%T C4 WfPW I 

(A VOICI : ftci fr 4t4?) 41, #r 

«W5rcf Gicfcffi I m mm i 
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01 ^ Sf^ I 'sst’1 ^5ir*W cn ’Tfon 0f0< 

«fWT-icnnr 0^=1 oi^, ^<t5rt?i c»i^n^ c^'sfn? w ^ Pics 

W I CT iSfQ ’rfej I Ofatl C'5t3I CT tJCSR^ «fC? TOT*!!^ 

ft?! itiai enquiry VSI cUCsn l ^SlT PCff, C^W't ftct 

’rtre OTOT CftCSfl Of OSrtt? TOI C^«W I 'SRf’tCT ONl 

C’W Of cTfW^ Pfj <?f^ ; <9* '5 f^''f « ’(Pr '«rtcn c»lcs c*R^ ^ c»fc9r 

sn I 'SRn ^51 (?t 3^S«n^ ^5 PlCI Jltt^ l »rai >fW 4^ Goveminent49 CT 

Agent Company Ui:® f%#t TOI ^ ’IC’I I W:?®! ^ 

'•tPrC^ ■5WI ^9, (TfCifl ^ ’fW '«IPII^ T Motor lorryCS — ^^3 5.15 

C5W) <f5rc?4 propaganda P'U R»It^ I ^PRTI ’ll:!! ’TOt- 

4^ 49^ ot nfe; 5F«fi i f%ff^ ^ ’itatc^ 4m-’i#r ’I5l*fir 

CT fTORP^I ^Stc^ Or«II 4t? 01 Oisfl^ 9t*«ItCT 9^ ^5PIt9 eRl '9*91 ^ 
Wt9 4191 959917 ’FTI.'SV, 415 4t9tCT5 9lft51 fV 'StCS “lib ^5515 ®*1T CP^I 

95C59 451 '9*195 f75H5 C94l TTCSS Of 154 99 5r5n '99151 99155 T15I59 I 59:51^ 
I 54 9^ 5141 Or91d 41^93! «11« 4CR59, '991195 officer51 4H51 C5l5 75 ftf «T’4 
514I 59t5>1 OR 91 45!.59 ; 5954 pocket4 1^ 91 '415^9 'S licence 41951 515 91 1 
451 Ot^ 154 44 1>141 0Fl«tl5 Of 5f«l1t;i 9*51 55K^ 91 I Tp 91 5019 99lcr5 41C5 
5llt5( f«fgn»n 59105 B1^ 01 418H55 5ft, 511415 5#t5 f54C5;, 4^ 545 Hon’ble 
5ftl95 l55iC5i, 4^ 545 15191 01 tfCTl’l 45i:i3 41t5, 41^15: 4181155 5ftl95 Im't 
'99lCf5 Court4 case 4191 4#TI, 4l54 Ijft 4 545 1^ C49 541:51 I Of 444 
451:5 91 ; or 4174 '391C95 OT^ I 151 5f9 414C51, 151710T 'S9151 f55fe f9Ci59 451 
Court>l|5 '41:^5 19059 I l44 SI 9*51 45C59 l4 545 ? l54 44 54C^9 951 415 

I 74 R 5 ; 441^ 1^C5 415 55^5 7t5i:5{ 1 4l4C4 5l9 451S 5ftOf5 4$ 5C5 5f T^C# 

45Ftl Bank enquiry 451 5l5 151704 (?r5l 5105 01 '51095 9105 415 ^141 51104 
451 '441191 415415 4050^ I 451 015109 fel41 C4l5l C504 40401 151 ft^l 451 
95415 I ^nT95tf9 41075 tpW 98 15lfio55 I55p50i5 '4l404 4455 "44^ 504 

5fC501 05 619 4p5T4l5 174105 1$59 CBJi 405li049, 1^ 1515 4l0^ iSft l9:4 705 
*IC5%49I 519 509 405%44 05 '4ll5 5l9 91 flft 51141 51504 l4 705, 'Tift 

4 I 9 fift 151504 51141 fl5C41 I 4104^ '3915 404^^1, 

The Hen’ble Mr. TULSI OHANDRA ROSWAMI : On a point of order. 
Are these vile personal insinuations against the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies 
pennissible in this House and particularly in his absence 1 

ISr. ^1. M. ^1. ZAP(^1R « 51**45 5^4 41, 4ll5 145 ^ fill ^1 I 

Mr. tREAKER ! Point of order rsise 5105019 I 5W1 05 4951 Wv 45C14. 
Miniater of Civil SuppUes45 15404 451 iSl5 4^1 64 ft 41 I »f991K 

9f1 4107055 5(yff5l^ C444t member 9lf1 45 I Minister 41075 on^t to 
hs've been present. 5VI CT’H 5f7l 54014 iSlOiS pmeonstty 9fl 41C75C4 9ft 
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•ttMk ’TOt '35f9 serious responsibility ^4^' 4*11 SIB'S I 4*11 

JJCT '514 Ttfirif ^ I WR ’I^l' <tfft4 

fSfCIti 4SI1 <14^ I ^ 41 ?I=I rsgue insinustion ^4 ^ 441 frf 44 l 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : cnSi enft 45tra Bit S^4 01 '41414 C4 4lft4 411^ ' 
4lft ’Tit' »1tf4r4 toCIFl <?r^T 4:4 44l| C4 

C4T5I 'SCS Sf4 ’ttf4C4 C'SIJSH I 444 fl4l^4»4l4 44F5I 14^5^44 Sft 4t C4l4f^ 
sbout turn 4T4 BC4 C4C44 1 341Pf4 Parliamentary Secretary C41414, 4444 

£ 41414 , Ministers! £41414 ? ’f.CSf *1tftf 4| | 444 4|4 Sft 4C44 Point of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER : eH'tfl 4t4 414 I 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : .a4n:4 44! C4l!:41 C4 C4tf 4»W, •IWW 44Ct '3414! 

4lJfk4 B4BM 4U! 4R:?4 I '514*1C4 4l;4TC4rH 44T!. Dr- Mookerjee 441 
eRim C4W 4l:«Tl4 4t '4444-1?? C4f4 414! 514114 5l4li:4 44W, '2lt44 44'41 

444 ?TOpT C4t 444 C44tC4 Food Minister 4t4 5141^ >114: '341144 444 ?4l'S 
4r4£54, 3^144 'S4t4! 4t4 ?4tB4 J^fsi f4 41^ T 4f4 4144 ffTS! '*!«•( 44 

M. L. A. SI'S!.’! STTlStr*^ 414! CSU'S!. 41 *4 4irtt4TV4 SI'S!. 41 Minister vS4 
'4 l4 * l !l ’4 »r ^! nrsi 1 TRI 4!tt4 4W 44 4C4t 414114 4l41 41155 I 41? I '34! 4ll|l4 
4414, 4413 41^. arilt 44i;B. 4I4111 41IB5 I 4lf^ f'lf.t 4l4 44417 44re 414 4! | 
C414f! 41414, C’lt^r 714 W »l$r4 I 'lltft H*’! '5l4f5?»lt4. 4<1414 4:4 C4 4I1»!14 
41^44 CUliTI f?. 4l14r4 414144 C41414 B14 P-11415, 14 4114! •44144 44nf 

«S4 f3\C>l >''lf5t4r54, 14 4t’41 It'S 714314- *14 1''4r3. 14^ 4f414 414141!! 144414 Bl*! 

__f?tnr (I^Mlft? 414l4f51S Slft^ 41415 I PlBtt 414 4f4! 74i?l 4(t44l 5lf4 , 
711443 Z 4C4l4l7 7 4?4 517 *1R4 4! I 444 5TW14 5l8't4 1'4T4 (.4415 14 4W14 
4415 C4t 444 14t 44' 41 4(4414 =5114 714 44tl 

?lnt5, ft?l^ ▼415 I Minister 45144 444 44114 3414 food n»t» speech 

1^’ 744 f7f43 fft44?1 43141541 1?4 1 1444 415141 4(1414 414 54 S»14>1» 

411414 445 414! Pl14C5._41IU^ 4141 p.11415. 4114! W;*f714 P114C5 ; 44151^1 

414 41*4115 17141414 54! f5r4 51415 1 C4t 41514? 51515 StrS 51415. 14? 
Mtlf^ 5lf4 •a’R 3 f^.5 C45155 I f57! 514 4! >35414 I 7l4! 414 514, motor- 

4 5114 motors 414, 1*11513 151^ «lt4, <3(14^ 414 4114 4! ; 517141 ’HRR 

£4144, '5144! 514 41141 I (A VOIC. FBOM COAUTIOS : '4t*tf4 £4151 5144 
4|1ir?) eftfi 344 714! 14 f57114 1’4J415 4^41144 *114 f414 41155 714 45t 
44'4I 5414! I 47 514 51414 4l?1444» 1415 514554 1415, ftft? 1415. tl41 
^rtWWl* ’5145414 514 5l1f4 1*14! ftft f4l4l?4 I #>1 4141f4 14 OmuW 41414 
414 Leeg»e34 35f 5^. 714 41^ 4l4H-Wf 44, 14 144114 35tl ^ 
ftnn I 14 flr44 Seoretaiy 51415 35^ 714 5l1f 445 permit or der^ Rm 
d?* Supply OfflBor44 511? I Home Minister -7115 order *116151^4 1 
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fitapply Officer ^ ^ C^f ^ order totc^ c? League. 

uQl Member ^ MOTT permit ^ fTO 5 ^ 1 , 

member TOT f (A voiob feom coalition: I ) 

^ tpift OT^i ; ^ 

3Tapi ?t^•^ ^t?f oHtOT ^1 1 ^ iiTlS ^«n ?C5T c?fei ^ar!^: 

TOTC^: ^ 6 <?*t July ’®rWa Home Guardsi]^ adjutant ^*r< y <5 T¥t \5 l' H 

training cOT? «RT I ’»rc^CT, ?|1ir ybO W^, ?tf^ I ^Tf¥c^ 

telegram C5f^1 ^1 , f^ ^1 THTC^ I 

^ training ^ 70 I ftr^l 'TOTCf C5TOT 

member fV^n I T?T 1 ^1 f^T^f 0^ «R 

CT tii^i member i firr«f (?r<3Trnr ’Tfc^n^* ^5tm f^ryt^ 

I ?C5rC^, ^*1 non-official trainingtij^ vit^ I \vbOl July 

CHC^ ^ ^ training (?^ 5 f TC^n I non-officials ^ C^ 

training member (yH jpi enquiry TCW', 

Tfr member Tff ^ n^T ^ I 03 ^ C'^tC’^<ff 

UCan 62 members I CT^f T 

irc^ imrsmi, tiror^ am-smi. : tjhs 3it*eTtiTo:»r 

lioenose frnr < 3 ^ ^ 1 ^^rfirfe 

irtc^ — C5tC«n League, ^ .iiTf Communist PartyOT 1 

Tvfi 5 cpK Of cn (om oirrn ? ii^ 

Communist Party utircT support f%? ^1 

propaganda C*r Minister^ m ^ CTTR 

WfXV^^Of K1 I ^ ?<r5( «r< TOT%f communist 

procession to 4Cnf^ I procession R^r 

^5fOT ^W5 ^ Rn I ^’fK^ ^ 

?ff ntol? Tff ^9 ^ ; to ^ ^ftHTH 

Cl? title y 

Mr. A. M. A. HAMID : I strongly take objection to this kind of remark which 
he has made. 

(A ▼oio» ; ^aHPi 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : n^fpl yr»Rt?l tol (Tf (Mm, f?fi ?f3it*f 

wm\ League yrapit^ to (M ^artr^TtOT C^sfC^T leader4=r m 

efMj% 41?r ^1 

Mr* SBEAKiRl Order, order. You cannot criticise in that way. You 
oaanot call anybody as not a Mussalman, who professes to be Mussalman. 

I will not allow that. Similarly, you may be called a non-Muslim by your 
opponent, but I will not allow that. All that you can discuss is matters 
with regard to the budget. II you have any general observations to make 
on tile budget, you can do that. 
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Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : ^ ,4^ budget ^ budgut cwtT 
^ control (?ltl ftr 

4t5n?rf p^frsf firnr ?f4t? w^j ? (Noiae a 

diaturbence.) ^IK C^ ’nw Wfft <i|> ^ 

Cl? TO 5ft vsPTt^t^C?? Asaemblyc^ ^t?n repreM^ntative TOT 

'3TO? ??rr3 5 ft c? '8?f^n fnistt? w? c? ?ft 

R«T ^t^C«T U*SffC?r^ C? yr«T?tC?? majority CJf minority uro 

TO ?t? ?2|fl 5Tt^? ’?fTOF c? ?f:TOW? TOt? '0 TOTfirr 

TOTO R3T TOl fV TOT? ?»r5Plt? TOT fro TOC?. ?1 TOl frj; n? fTO 
TOO. ^ TOT? TC? fro TOTC?? ^ft ’TO 3TlTf? f5?l ?5rftl 

TOOf FfTO ???. TOO ^?; TOO C??) C^ c? TOy TO PTHTC^ | 

TO] CTO ? ftc? ? ^C? ^ CTO ? C?r3 TO ?] ?C5T ; fVl too BT¥1 ?f , 

?T:TO ^? I TO] ^SO TO? 03 ^ ?4ni TfC*f? ?T^ 

TO I ^*T?I ?C? TO?.TO Afuwmbly cTO ¥C? ?t;^ TO?1 ; ^TC*^? ?n?tr’5 TOT? ^ 
TO TO^ TOC? I #]] TO TOC? 5?r? ?] C? 4^ ?C?? COT? (TOvft, 4 ^ 

CTO?TfTO? licence c^TO. TOT? pocket z 5 ^^ Prc?C]^ I TOTO TOT? 

•^TthryTOc^r fRC 3 TOc?i ; ?FTc?ft ?i?t c^l^f ^c? ^to i ?ft ^in 

%5Tr5 TO TOO? Moslem League^ TOC5 ?l? I '?ffi ?(? ?ft yrTOT ? 
?T-TO TO?>^ TT?] 4TO? TOTC? •? I TOl ^rft- 'urtn?T?l fT?TO? ^g-?? TO? 
TOW ?1 I ?C*^r TO5. TOC? TO I FSTTO? ?f?C? 4TOR 

cTO CTOf^ I ??C??. TO?1 C^t? r C^t?T? r?r (TflflO? <55? R? fsTOTCff 

cTOT? fror? f?TO?f? ^ 5c? f'^TCTic?^ ? ’®rTf? ftrron c? ^^tcro fV ftro 
f%TOf c-N TO Rcto t ?tr?] c?c?F CTOT? TO5 w?T?frfir 1 tow 

I ^ 4T:?T? ??C^ r?C?*R ¥?# 4 ? tfftTO CTO?] ^ I 

?C?T^ ^TOt ^FIRI 

(At this stage the mem])or having reached the time limit resumed his seat.) 

Tho Hon*bl« Mr. TULSI CHANDRA C08WAMI: Sir. 1 shall be 
quite brief this niorniiig. for the hour is late. Mr, Iswar Das .lalan 
who besides being a lawyer i^ <oiiiuMqe(l with high and not mi high finaiiee,' 
(Titiciaed my budget statement on the ground that I have not yet Wen able 
to rei'kon the cost of rationing. 

Sir, the meusure.H for 'intiodueing rationing are in full progress and il 
would have been improper on iny part to have put down a figure which would 
have been mere guess work, I do not know if it is on that score that ht 
has accused me of lack of imagination. What kind of imagination I 
i^acked I da not know in presenting inj* estimates to the House. Sir, 
according to the poet imagination is also an attribute, which is usually 
associated with mental malady. I am glad I am not yet thus aillicted. 

Sii*, I am greatly indebted to Mr. Gladding for his powerful adToeaey of 
®ttr case for an outright subvention from the Oovernmeat of India. A» I 
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••aid on Thursday laat in moTing the motion for committing the Agricul- 
tural Income-tax Bill to a Select Committee, as I said on that occasion, I 
agree with the view held by many responsible persons that the Government 
of India should take the responsibility in a very much larger measure for 
exf)enditure which the Government of Bengal have been forced to incur 
owing to war conditions; and I said last Thursday that I would press that 
point of view at the appropriate time. I feel greatly fortified not merely 
by the precise manner in which Mr. Gladding made his suggestion but also 
by the support of an important group in this House which he represented. 
I found in the course of these 2 or hours that the suggestion was taken 
up by other honourable members who also sup]>orted the idea. All that I 
am able to say at this stage is that the matter is engaging our serious 
attention. I should be very glad if we succeed in j)er8uading the Govern- 
ment of India to give us that measure of assistance to which we feel we 
are entitled. 

Then Sir, there is the question of famine. Naturally all other questions 
pale into insignificance in the presence of the dire distress in our pro- 
vince. Mr. Gladding has raised a pertinent question : Is famine a pro- 
vincial subjectP ‘Sir, it is very difficult to answer that question in terms 
of the Constitution, but what I may say is this that the situation in Bengal, 
the economic situation in Bengal today has no precedent in her past historj' 
during which there have been famines of great intensity. This is a situa- 
tion of a peculiar kind — a jjroduct of circumstances that in other years 
were entirely absent. You have now dire distress hut you have also very 
luxuriantly green patches. It is a situation which re(|uires very careful 
handling. Call it famine, call it what you like. But this is a situation 
in which not only brains have to be taxed but an energy of an almost su])ei- 
•human character is called for to ta(*kle the situation, to tackle the problem. 
Sir, I shall not speak at great length on the economic aspect of tlie ])rohlcm 
because in doing so I am likely to weary you by an academic discourse. 
At the same time the fart remains that Bengal is passing through terrible 
times, and every effort has to be made by Government and by the people 
themselves to relieve distress. Now, one thing I may say about tlie 
voluntary noii-official organisations. Non-official organisations have been 
doing excellent work in their own way but there is need today of a 
i^o-ordiuation of non-official efforts, a very great need of co-ordination which 
can only be achieved with the help and co-operation of Government. It 
must be remembered that food can only he supplied by Government at a 
leasouable price. A few lakhs of rii}>ee^ collected by private organisations 
will not help to solve this great problem. These organisations w’ould do 
great work with their man-power and through their directive capacity, but 
I venture to plead that all these efforts should be co-ordinated through 
Government agency, because, situated as w’e are we cannot today do anything^ 
substantial in the way of relief without the active assistance of Government. 
Sir, that is all that I wish to say, except one word about political prisoners. 

The Hon*ble Chief Minister the other day told this House that he was 
examining the case of every political prisoner and that his policy was to 
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release every one who could j)os8ibly be released. No one rejfreth more than 
I do that the pace of release instead of being acceleraUnl has reeentl\ miuu*- 
what slowed down. There are several causes but neverthelc'is !ii\ regret i'- 
great, and I hope that in the next few months it will be iK)ssihle for the 
Government of Bengal to release many more prisoners. At any rate we are 
trying our best, within cur modest resources, to improve uinenities of life 
of the political prisoners and of those w'ho depend on them. 1 do not know 
if we have been able to do enough but I think we are doing about as much 
as it is possible within our means to do. Sir, s]>e{iking of political prisoners 
I cannot on this occasion lielp remembering that Mr. Sarat Chandra Hose, 
the prince of political prisoners, i.s not yet free. That is a matter in which, 
though my sentiment is very powerful, my ability to render any official 
assistance is almost nil. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why then are you sticking to office^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: Nevertheless, we 
are trying our best to do whatever we can in the matter. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If you have discovered that y(»u cannot 
do anything, why are you sticking to office? 

Adjournment. 

The House was then ndpnirned at I’^-IO p.m. till 2-lo p ni on Mondav, 
the 20th September. llMd, at the Assemhly Tlmise, Cuh uttn. 


17 




Index to the 

Bengal Legislative Assembly Proceedings. 

(Official Report.) 

Vol. LXVI— No. 1 — Seventeenth Session, 1943. 

(The 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th and 18th September, 1943.) 


( (Q.) Stands for questions.) 


Abdul Haflz, Mr. Mirza 

Srheme re^ardm); “Grow More Ktmd’’ 
('anipaig;!) . (Q.) p. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvl 

Director ol I’ublic Instruction s 
circular for special consideration of 
the claims oi officers with lorein.i 
qualification for promotion (Q > 

p. dl. 

Pay ami pros|)ects of officers ot 
Education Department as recom- 
mended hv Wordsworth ('omniittee 
(Q.) P 

Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Non-Muslim staff' ot Sakhawat Memo- 
rial School lot Muslim Giils (Q.> 

p, 68. 

Abdul Karim, Mauivi 

Appointment oi a Muslim Medical 
Officer (School of Hyjsiene) : (Q.) 

p. 12. 

Point of })rivilejie regarding the order 
of Mr. Speaker asking a member to 
withdraw from the House: p. 156. 

Abdul Wahed, Maulvl 

Special motion on fo(xl situation pp. 
197-199. 

Abdur Rahman SIddlql, Mr. 

Adjournment motion regarding failure 
of Government to set at liberty jier- 
sons detained under Defence o( 
India Rules; pp. 136-140. 

General Budget Discussion, pp. 2.‘i5- 
237. 

The ^ngal Vagrancy Bill, 1943; p. 88 

Abdur Ratohid Mahmood, Mr. 

Applicability of Communal Ratio Rules 
in case of appointment to the Cal- 
cutta University; (Q.) p. 66. 

Abul Fail, Mr. Muhammad 

Maas literacy campaign; (Q.) p. 2. 

Abul Hathim, Mauivi 

Spedal motion on food situation: pp. 
192-196. 

Abul Hoaaam Ahmad, Maulvl 

Extension of service to the Office 
Superintendent of Myxnensingh Col- 
lectorate: (Q.) p. 61. 

Abid Ma^ Kazi 

Allegations against a Rajshahi District 
Board employee: (Q.) p. 26. 


AdJourniiMnt motion 

Regarding tuiluro of Government to 
set at lilx'rty persons detained under 
Ih'fencH* o) India Rules, pp 31. 
124-148. 


Admiuion 

Ami treatimuit of Kecunty prisoners in 
the Medical ('olh'gc; (Q.) p. 203. 

Ol Scheduled f'aste candidates into 
Ahsanullah .School ol Knginw'ring, 
Dacca: (Q.) p. 5.">. 

Ahmed All Mrldha, Mr. 

Iiiapirtion of primary scIkmiIh by Sub- 
1nHp(‘<’torH of Schools, Gimtundo 
(Hajhari)- (Q.) p. 63. 

Ahmed Hossain, Mr. 

Realisation ol agricultural loans by 
ccitilicatc pniiedure in Goibandlia 
subdivision' (Q.) p. 60. 

'lender for the sinking of additional 
tuhe-wclls in Calcutta; (Q.) p. 6. 

Ahsanullah School of Enginsarlng 

.Appointment ol niecbanics in-; (Q.) 
p. 107. 

Apjioiiilmeiits made iii — . -(Q.) p. 06. 

Number ol artisans admitted in — : 

(Q.) j». m. 


Allegations 

Against a Rajshahi District Board 
employtx^ (Q.) p. 20. 

Applicability 

Of Communal Ratio Rules in case of 
appointment to the Calcutta Univer- 
sity. (Q.) p. 66. 


Appointments 

Made in Ahsanullah .School of Engineer- 
ing, Dacca (Q.) p. fiO. 

Of mechanics in the Ahsanullah School 
of Engineering Dacca: (Q.) p. 107. 

Of a Muslim Medical Officer (Bcbool 
of Hygiene). (Q.) p, 12. 

Of su^rvisor in connection with 
Muoshiganj wat<*rworks' (Q.) p. 


A. R. P. 

Construction ol— shelters in Calcutta- 
(Q.) p. 14. 

Want of — shelters in rented houses of 
Calcutta: (Q.) p, 16. 



ii 


INDEX. 


[VoL. LXVI— No. 1. 


ArtlolM 

Allowed to be taken away by the 
aecnrity prisoner*: (Q.) p. 200. 

BMlruddula, Mr. Byad 

Formation of Muslim Leaj;uo (com- 
mittees ; (Q.) p. 21. 

Special motion on foo<l situation. i)j>. 
173-179. 

^Imposition of -on Khadi Pratistbans 

(Q.) P. 162. 

BanarjM, Mr. Satyapriya 

Representation of political jirisoners 
of Diirn Dum Central Jail (Q.) p. 
13. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Slbnath 

(k)-oporative stores in HenKal (y.) 
p. 149. 

DearnoHB allowance to low paid gov- 
ernment servants: (Q.) p. 107. 
Inconvenience of prisoners due to 
certain jails being under police con- 
trol on the 16th January, 1943; 
(Q.) T). 26. 

Index or cost of living: (Q.) p. 206. 

Banarjl, Mr. P. 

General discussion of the Budget pp 
212-216. 

Remission and suspension of revenueb 
and (’CssoK in the cyclone-affected 
areas of Midnaiiore and 24-PargKna8 
(Q.) p. 56. 

Birina, Mr. Puapajtt 

Staff under Rural Reconstruction and 
Jute Regulation Department (Q.) 

p. 28. 

Bitu. Mr. Santoih Kumar 

Adjournmt>nt motion regnixhng failure 
of GovemiiK'nt to set at lih(>rty 
persons detained under Defence ol 
India Rules, pp, 127-128. 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill. 
1943; pp. 116-118. 

Btngal Pura Food BUI, 1940 : (Q.) p 11. 

Bongal 

Supervision of Orphanage and Widows’ 
Home Bill. 1940; (Q.) p. 106. 

BHI 

' The Bengal Agricultural Income-tax 
1943; op. 95, 108-llU. 

The Bengal Vagrancy 1943 pp. Ho- 
96. 

BIrkmyro, Sir Honry, Bart. 

Construction of A. R. P. shelters in 
Calcutta: (Q.) p. 14. 

Extension of the operation of the C’al- 
cutta Improvement Trust to HowTab 

(Q.) p. 

Rejwrt of the Enquiry Committe<' 
regarding breach in the Damodar 
River tohankment (Q ) P- 208. 

BItwaa, Mr. Burondra Nath 

Special motion on RhmI situation pp. 
170-173, 

Biadgat dlaouatloni pp. 212-245. 

Budgit Eatimatas 

For 1943^4 (Budget 8i>eech): pp. 41- 

61. 

OartiAaitat 

lasM of — against society members of 
Xnrigram Co-ope^tive Central 
Bank: (Q.) p. ^ 


Chattopadhayt, Mr. Haripadt 

Adjournment motion regarding failure 
of Government to set at liberty per- 
sons detained under Defence of India 
Rules: pp. 128-131. 

Chaudhuri, Ral Harandra Nath 

The Bengal Vagrancy Bill, 1943. pp. 
86, 86, 87, 90, 91, 92, 90. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Bengal Pure Food Hill, 1940 (Q.) p. 

Coliaotive ftnaa: (Q.) pp. 1.50, 161. 

Compensation 

Paid for agricultural land reauisitioned 
under Defence of India Rules- (Q.) 
p. 164. 

Construction 

Of A. R. P. slu'lters in Calcutta: 
(Q.) p. 14. 

Of Evacuee Camps. (Q.) p. 61. 
Co-operative stores in I^ngal; (Q.) 
p. 149. 

Cost of living 

Index of — : (Q.) p. 206. 

Crimes 

Committed for want of foodgrains; 
(Q.) p. 201. 

Cyolono 

Receipt of information from District 
Magistrate of Midnapore regard- 
ing—. ((^.) p. 59. 

Dacca riots 

And casualties (Q. ) p, 103. 

Dacca University 

Propcjsal rtigai^mg removal of — : ((i.) 

p. 202. 

Das Gupta, 8J. Khagondra Nath 

Increase in dietary allow’ancc of 
security prisoners {i).) p. 97. 

Das Gupta, 8J. Narendra Nath 

Sp€‘cial motion on f(»od situation pp. 

18 ()- 189 . 

Datta, Mr. Dhlrendra Nath 

Compiuisation paid lor agricultural 
land rtHjuisitioned under Defence of 
India Rules: (Q.) p. 1.54. 

Grant of compensation to mother and 
step-mother of Manindra Das of 
Tippera (Q.) p. 104. 

Special motion on food situation: pp. 
179-182. 


Dearness allowanoo 

To low paid Government servants: 
(Q.) p. 107. 


Oospatoh 

And delivery of letters of security 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 19. 

Oftanus 

Re-arrest of certain — under Regulation 
III of 1818 after release: (Q.) p. 22. 

Oiraotor of Puhllo Inatruotkm’a olroular 

For special consideration of the claims 
of officers with foreign qualification 
for promotion: <Q.) p. M. 


Distribution 

Of paddy seeds to agricnlturiato: 
p. 8. 


(Q*) 


Otsturbanoas in Dtooa 

Revival of — in June, 1948: (Q.) p. 12. 



Wl. LXVI-~No. 1.] 


m 


Oiliiii Ifr. Hartncira Nath 

Relief in Ghatal subdirision through 
looal contribution: (Q.) p, 70. 

putt-Mazurmiar, Mr. NHiaranilu 

Withholding of letters of aeourity 
prisoners by Special Branch: (Q.) 
p. 99. 

Emdadul HamM, KazI 

Issue of certificates against society 
members of Kurigram Co-operative 
Central Bank (Q.) p. 21. 

Extension 

Of service to the Office Superintendent 
of Mymensingh Collectorate : {Q.) 

p. 61. 

Of the operation of the Calcutta 
Improvement Trust to Howrah: 
(Q.) p. 9. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. 

Beupal Supervision oi Orphanage and 
Widow.*;’ Home Bill, 1940 (Q.) p. 


Faziui Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 

Sjiocial motion on food situation pp 
189-192. 

Food situation 

Statement regarding—by Minister for 
Civil Supplies pp. 71-85. 

Formation 

Ot iy«»agne C'omnutteos (Q ) 

p. 21. 

Ganguii, Mr. PratuI Chandra 

Piojwisal regarding removal of Dacca 
1 iiacrsity elsewhor#* fQ ) p. 202. 

Want OI A I? |* hhe]tc‘rs in rented 
hoiiHos ot {'airiittu (Q.) p 16 

Ghose, Mr. AtuI Krishrui 

Colled) fines. (Q.) p. 151 

Qiasuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

General Budget Discussion pp. 226- 

228 

GIrli’ schools 

With number of students (Q.) p 

106. 

Gladding, Mr. D. 

General Budget Discussion pp. 221-224 

Goswami, tho Hon'blo Mr. Tulsl Chandra 

Bengal Agnuiknral Income-tax Bill 
I94d pp. 9.5, 108-110, 122, 123. 

Budget Speech, 1943-44 pp. 41-51. 

Dearness allowance to low paid Govern- 
ment servants (Q.) p. 107. 

General Budget Discussion pp. 243- 
215. 

Grant 

Of compensation U) mother and step- 
mother (if Manindra D»s fif Tippern 
(Q.) p. 104. 

Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Budget Discussion pp. 219- 


Oi^ta, Mr. jogoMi Chandra 

Adjournment motion regarding failure 
of Ciovemment to set at liberty per- 
wns detained under Defence of India 
Rules pp .3], 124-127. 

HmnuizanMn, Khan Sahib Maulvl Md. 

^neral Budget DiseiiMsion: pp, 228- 

Khan, Kiwn Bahadur Maulvl 

Dittributiou of paddy seeds U) agricul- 
turists (Q.) p 3. ^ 

SlM(^r of oattl. for rapply of m«.t 
to “the Military'. (Q.) p. iSi. 


Nirtzel, Mr. M. A. P. 

Removal of refuse from straata of 
Calcutta; (Q.) p. 8. 

Hodga, Mr. H. Rowan 

Homo Quardt 

Organisation of — in rural amat of 
Bengal. (Q.) p. 16. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Maulvl 

Girls' schools with number of students- 
(Q.) p. 106. 

Inoonvsnignoi 

Of prisoners due to certain jails being 
under police control on the 16th 
January, 1943: (Q.) p. 26. 

Inoraasa 

In dietar\ allowance of ieeurity 
prisoners (0.) p. 97. 

Index 

Of cost of living* (0.) p 206. 

Information 

Bt^arding Deht Settlement Boards in 
Chanclpur (Q.) p. .31. 




Of primary schools hy the Sub-Inspect- 
ors of Schools, Goalnndo (Rajhari) : 
(Q.) p. 5.3 

IfSUO 

Of (■erBfl(•a 1 e^ against society members 
of Kurigram Co-operative Central 
Bank (Q.) p. 21. 

Of notices under section .34 of the 
Bengal Agricultural Debtors Art m 
Chandpur (Qr) p. 63. 

Jalaluddin Ahmad, tho Hon’blo Khan 
Bahadur Maulvl 

AdmiKHion and treatment of security 
l»nKoners in the Medical College; 
(Q.) j). 203. 

Ammmtment of u Muslim Medical 
OmeiT (fv-hool of Hygiene) (Q.) 

Npjmintment of supervisor in connoc- 
Munshiganj waterworks. 

(Q.) p 28. 

Bengal^ I*ure Food Bill, 1940: fQ.) 

n4!''9;, 

Kx tension ul the operation of the Cal- 
cutta Imiirovement Trust to Howrah. 
(Q.) u. 9. 

Kemoval of refuse from si roots of Cal- 
cutta fQ.) p 8. 

'lender for the sinking of additional 
tuhe-welln in f alciitta. (Q.) p. 7. 
Iuhe-n#*|lh sunk in Calcutta in appre- 
hension of air raids <Q.) p. g. ^ 

Jalan, Mr. Itwar Oas 

Collective fines (O.) p. 150. 

^**2:t5* "’*dget Discussion pp. 230- 

Jonab Alt Majumdar, Maulvl 

Iiihinnation roprding Debt Settlement 
Chandpur; '' 


Boards in Uhandpu, , ; 

Issue of notices under section m of tlia 
Ikiigal Agricultural Debtors Act in 
(handpur. (Q.) p. gg. 


<Q i P. 31. 

I 34 of Um 



it 


[VoL, LXVI— No, 1. 


KhMil Pnt\§nmm 

llmposition of ban ^n — : (Q«) P* 

Ktindu, Mr. NliMtHa Nath 

Publication of advertiwmenii reftard- 

. ina sabotage; (Q.) p. 68. 

Sup^y of clothes, etc., to aecurity 
prisoners: (Q.) p. 164. 

Uhlri, Bahu Athutoth 

lleceipt of information from District 
Magistrate of Midnapore, regarding 
cyclone: (Q.) P- 6^* 

Leata 

Ol' a char of Baiidwiij klial to a certain 
person: (Q.) p. 69. 

Mahtab, Maharajadhirala Bahadur Uday 

Chand, of Burdwan 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
1943: pp. 120-122. 

Mall, Mr. Adwalta Kumar 

Stipends to Scheduled Caste students 
of the Burdwan district; (Q.) p. 
106. 

Malumdar, Mr. Jnanendra Chandra 

Articles allowed he taken away by 
the security prisoners on release: 
(Q.) p. 200. 

Despatch and delivery of letters of 

. seenrity prisoners: (Q.) P* 1^- . 

Mandal, tha ^on’bla Mr. Jogai^ra Nath 

Co-oiM^rative stores lu Bengal; (vi-) 

InlorinatioD regarding Debt Settlement 
BoaiHls in (’handpiir. (Q.) p. 31. 

Issue ot certificates against socioty 
im'inbeiH of Kurigram Co-opt^rative 


Central Bank. (<J. 

land, Ml 


, ) P. ‘21. 

laulvl 


Maniruddin Akhand, 

Vomotion of a ia*l 
Central Jail (Q.) p. 27. . , . . 

Rural reconstruction in Rajshahi' 

(Q.) p. 212. 

Mankuaiaman lalamabadi, Maulana Md. 

liease ot a ihur of Saiidwip klial a 
certain person: (Q.) p. 69. 

Mata lltaraoy oampalgni (Q.) p. 2. 

Maaharlaa. Dr. SvamaDraiad 

Adiouniment motion regarding failure 
of Government to set at liberty per- 
sons detained under Defence of India 
Rules: pp. 131-1,36. 

Special motion on foo<l situation- pp 
157-166. 

Muaiiainuddin Hotain, tti# Non’bla Khan 

Bahadur Salytd 

Distribution ot paddy seeds to agricul- 
turists; (Q.) p. 3. 

Mass literacy oampaign: (Q.) p. 2. 

Rural reconstruction in Kajshabi: 

(Q ) P. 212. 

Scheme regarding “Grow More Food ” 
campaign: (Q.) p. 64. 

Staff under Rural Heconstructioq^ and 
Jute Regulation Department; (Q.) 
p. 28. 

Muhailaa, tha Hon'bla Mr. Tarak Nath 

'Compensation jiaid for aj^oultural 
land . requisitioned nnder ^l^fence pf 
India Rules: (Q.) p. 166. 

C^uuitruction of Kvacuee camps: (Q.) 

p, 61. 

Bheteuaiun of servtoe to the Office 
Simeruitendent of Mymensingh Col- 
leotorate:* (Q.) p. 62. 


Miikhariaa, the Han'bia Mr. TaiBli NbIH 

.--^oncld, 

liOase of a chair of Sandwip khal to a 
certain person: (Q.l p. 89. 
Realisation of agncultnral loana by 
certificate procedure in Gaibandha 
subdivision; (Q.) p. 60. 

Receipt of information from District 
Magistrate of Midnapore regarding 
cy’clone. (Q.) p. 59. 

Relief in Gbatal subdivision through 
local contribution: (Q.) p. 70. 

Relief in Midnapore: (Q.) p. 58. 
Remission and suspension of revenues 
and cesses in the cyclone-affected 
areas of Midnapore and 24-Parganas; 
(Q.) p. 56. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra 

Construction of Evacuee CAmps: (Q.) 

p. 61. 

Persons dealt with under Defence of 
India Rules in the district of 
Birbhuin: (Q.) p. 152. 

Muillok, the Hon’ble Mr. Pulln Bahary 

Publication of advertisements regard- 
ing sabotage: (Q.) p. 69. 

Musharruff Hotain, the Hon’ble Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur 

Issue ol notices under section 34 of the 
lU'iigal Agricultural Debtors Act in 
('liandpiir (Q.) p. 63. 

Muslim League Committees 

Formation oi — , (Q.) p. 21, 

Mustafa All Dewan, Maulvl 

Sarail Sub-Registry Office in the 
district ol Tippera: (Q.) p. 66. 

Nandy, Maharaja Srltohandn, of Ceselm- 
bazar 

Bengal -VgricuJtural Income-tax Bill, 
194.3- pp. 113-116. 

{’rimes committed for want of food- 
grains. (Q.) p. 201. 

Dacca riots and casualties; (Q.) 
p. 103 

Nazimuddin, the Hon*ble KhwaJa Sir 

Adjournment motion regarding failure 
ol (Jovernrnent to set at liberty per- 
sons detained under Defence of India 
Rules- pp. 140-144. 

\ negations against a Rajshahi District 
Board empUiyeo: (Q.) p. 26. 

.\iticles allowed to be taken away by 
the secuntv prisoners on release: 
(Q ^ i>. 200*. 

{‘olleciivc fines (QA 151, 162. 

( oitstruction ot A. R. P. shelters m 
I’aU'uitii. (Q.l p. 15. 

( nines committed for want of food- 
grams (Q.) p. 201. 

Dacca nets and casualties; (Q.) p. 
103. 

Despatch and delivery of letters of 
security prisoners; (Q.) p. 19. 
Formation of Muslim League Com- 
mittees: (Q.) p. 22. 

Grant of compensation to mother and 
step-mother of Manindra Das of 
Tippera- (Q.j p. 104. 

Imposition of ban on Khadi Pratis- 
tnans (Q.l p. 163. 

Inconvenience of priaonera due to 
i-ertain jails being under poltoe con- 
trol on the I6th January, 1943; 
(Q.l p. 27. 

increase in dietary allowance of 
security prisonera: (Q.) p. 97. 



VoL. LXVI— No. 1.] 


INDEX. 


▼ 


Nailmudftin, the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir— 

Concld. 

OrganiBatien of Home Guards in rural 
areas of Bengal: (Q.) p. 17. 

Persons dealt with under Defence of 
India Rules in the district of 
Birbhum: (Q.) p. 152. 

Promotion of a iad clerk of Altj>ore 
Central Tail- (Q.'i p. 27. 

Be>arrest of certain detenus under 
Regulation III of 1818 after release 

(QO P. 23. 

R^resentation of political prisoners of 
Duni Dum Central .Tail; (Q.) 
p. 14. 

Retirement of Mr. Blair. (C^) p 0(1. 

Revival of disturbances in Dacca m 
June, 1043 (Q.) p. 12. 

Supplv of clothes, etc , to secuntj 
prisoners (Q.) p. 1.54. 

Want of A. R P. shelters in rcnt<»d 
houses of Calcutta- (Q.i p IG. 

Withholding of letters of setuirity 
prisoners bv Special Branch (Q '» 

p. 100. 

Non-Muslim staff 

Of Sakhawat Memorial School for 
Muslim girls (Q.) p. 68. 

Number 

Of artisans admitted in the Ahsan- 
ullah .School of Engineering (Q.) 
p. 66. 

01 strikes and trade disputes in jute 
mills in Bengal (Q.l p. 207. 

Obituary 

Maulvi Abdul Karim- ]i 1 

Ordinance 

The Btuigal Vagranev- lOt.'l j<. 4 1 

Organisation 

Of Home Guards in rural areas of 
Bengal <Q.) p. 16. 

Paddy seeds 

Distribution of— -to agriculturists 

(Q.) p 3. 

Pain, the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Pratanna 

Removal of cross-bund over the 
Dhnpore khal. Khulna; (Q ) p. 62. 

Report ot tie* Kii^uir> Committee 
regarding breach in the DanuKlar 
river embankment (Q } p. 208. 

Panel of Chairmen: p. 1. 

Pay 

And prospects of officers of Education 
Department as recoin mended h\ 
Wordsworth Committee (Q.> p. 6^ 

PertM»nt 

Dealt w'ith under Defence of India 
Rules in the district of Birbhum 
(Q.) p. 152. 

Point of privilege 

Regarding the order of Mr. Speaker 
asking a member to withdraw from 
the House- p. 156. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarini Charan 

Aj^iintnients made in Ahsanullah 
School of Engineering, Dacca. (Q.) 
p. 66. 

Primary aduoation oeet 

Realisation of — from railway companies 
JJi Bengal; (Q.) p. 54. 

Promotion 

Of a jail clerk of Alipore Central Jail 
(Q.) p. 27. 

Propoial 

Itagarding removal of Dacca University 
elsewhere; (Q.) p. 202. 


Pubifoatlon 

Of advertisements regarding tabotaflO: 
(Q.) p. 68. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Special motion on food situation: p. 
192. 

Realisation 

Of agricultural loans by corticate 
procedure in Gaibandha subdivision: 
p. GO. 

Of primary education cess from railway 
companies in Bengal- (Q.) p. 54. 

Ro-arroft 

Of (*t»rtaiii detenus under Regulation 
III of 1818 after release- (Q.) p. 23. 

Roooipt 

Of inlormation from Dis^ict Magis* 
trate of Midnaporo regarding cyclone: 
(Q.) p. .59. 

Reliaf 

In (ibatal subdivision through local 
contribution. (Q.) p. 70. 

In Midiiapore. (Q.) p, 57. 

Remistlon 

.\nd susjwnsion ol revenues and cessea 
in the cyclone-afftH'Uul areas of 
Midnn|)<»re and 24-Parganas (Q.) 
p. 56 

Rimoval 

(M cross-hund over the Dhapore khal, 
Khulna. (Q.) p. 62. 

Removal of refuto 

From streets of Calcutta: (Q.) p. 8. 

Report 

Of the Enquiry CommitW regarding 
breach in the Damodar river embank* 
nient. (Q.) p. 208. 

Represofitation 

Ol political prisoners of Dum Dum 
('cnlral Jail (Q.) p. 13. 

Retirement 

Of Mr. Blau (Q.) p. 96. 

Revival 

Of dishirbarices in Dacca m .Tune, 
1943 (Q.) p. 12. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra 
InipoHidon of ban on Khadi Rratii- 
thans (Q,) p 152. 

I iibc-aells sunk m Calcutta in appro* 
heriHioii of air raids: (Q. ) p 5. 

Roy, Mr. Ohananloy 
Admission of Scheduled Caste candi* 
dates into Ahsanullah School of 
Engineering, Dacca: (<^.) p, ,55. 
Ap^Kunfrnent of supervisor in connec- 
fuui with .Munsbiganj waterworks, 
JQ) P 27. 

XiimlxT of artisans admitted in the 
Ahsanullah Schfiol of Engineerina;’ 
(Q.) p. 66. 

Roy, Mr. Kamal Kriahna 

Admission and treatment of security 
pnsoners in the Medical Colloiie* 
(Q.) p. 203. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram 

Removal of cross-bund over the 
T)ha}M)rc khal, Khulna: (Q.) p. 62. 

Rural raoofiftniotlofi 

In Raishahi: (Q.) p. 212. 

Bafkruddin Ahmad, Hajl 

Realisation of primary education com 
from railway companies ib Bengal 
(Q.) p 54. ^ 

SakhatMt Memorial UM 

No^Muslim staff of—for Mualim giils: 
(Q.) p. 68. 





INBEX, 


[VoL LXVl— No. l.| 


mnwwHf Dr. 

Beiual Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 


mS: pp. 110-118. 
9 ngal Vagram 
90, 98, 94. 


agrancy Bill, 1943: pp. 87, 89, 


®«i, 

Organisation *of Home Guards in rural 
areas of Bengal: (Q.) p. 16. 
Re-arrest of certain detenus under 
Regulation HI of 1818 after release: 

(07) p. 22. . ■ 

Revival of disturbances in Dacca in 
June, 1943: (Q.) p. 12. 

Special motion on food situation: 
pp, 166-170. 

tanyal, Mr. Smnka Stkhar 

General Budget Discussion, pp. ilo- 
219. 

Sarall 8ub-Baglitry omoa 

in the district of Tipjiera. (Q.) p. oO. 

Strkar. Maulvl Abu Hostain 

Special motion on fowl situation: 

pp. 182-186. 

•*•»•***• in 

Regarding “(^row More Food cam- 
paign: (Q.) p. 63. 

Sioiirlty prifoiiart . 

Admission and treatment ol — in the 
Medical College: (Q.) p. 203. 

Supply’ of clotnes, etc., to — : (Q.) 

wfthholding of letters of— by Special 
Branch: (Q.) p. 9^1. 

8tn, Mr. AtuI Chaiulra 

Adjournment motion regarding failure 
of Government to set at liberty per- 
sons detained under Defence of India 
Rules; p. 136, 

General Budget Discussion; pp. 224- 

226. 

8«n, Mr. Dhlrendra Nath 

General Budget Discussion: pp. 237- 

239. 

Special motion on food situation: 

pp. 196-197. 

•an, Hal Bahadur Jogaah Chandra 

Relief in Midnapore; (Q.) p. 67. 
Retirement of Mr. Blair: (Q.) p. 96. 

Bhahabuddin, tha Hon'Ma Mr. Khwaja 

Index of cost of living: (Q.) p. 206. 
Number of strikes and trade disputes 
in jute mills of Bengal: (Q.) p. 207. 

Bhamauddin Ahmad, Mr. M. 

Bengal Agricultural Income-tax Bill, 
ito: p. 120. 

•laughtar of aattia 

For supply of moat to the Military : 

(Q.) P. 6. 

Bpaakar, Mr. (ika Han'bla Mr. Syod 
Naualiar All) 

Rulings and Obaervations on— 
Adioumment motion regarding failure 
of Government to set at liberty per- 
eons detained under Defenoe of India 
Rules: pp, 32-41. 

Point of pnvil^e raised by Mr. Abdnl 
Karim: p. 1^. 

Bnaalal mathUM 

oi food situation: pp. 157-199. 


TTnder Rural Raoonitiriiotion and Jute 
Rsglaticai Department; <Q.) 


Bttoandt 

To Scheduled Caste students of tbe 
Burdwan district: (Q.) p. 106. 
Strikaa and trade diaputaa 

Number of— in jute mills in Bengal: 
(Q.) p. 207. 

Buhrawardy, tha Han’bla Mr. H. 8. 

Statement regarding food situaiaon: 
pp. 71-85. 

Supply 

Of clothes, etc,, to security prisonera: 
(Q.) p. 164. 

Supply of meat to tho MIliUry 

Slaughter of cattle for—: (Q.) p. 6. 

Tamliuddin Khan, the Hon’bla Mr. 

Admission of Scheduled Caste candid 
dates into Ahsanullah School of 
Kngineenng, Dacca: (Q.) p. 56. 

.applicability of Communal Ratio Rules 
in case of appointment to the Cal- 
cutta University: (Q.) p. 

Appointments made in Ahsanullah 
bchooJ of Engineering, Dacca: (Q.) 
p. ()7. 

Apimintment of mechanics in Ahsan- 
ullah School of Engineering, Dacca: 
(Q.) p. 107. 

Bengal Supervision of Orphanages and 
M^dows' Home Bill, 1940: (Q.i 

p. 106. 

Director of Public Instruction’s circular 
for special consideration ot the 
claims of officers with foreign quali- 
fication for jiromotion. (Q.) p. 65. 

Girls’ schools with number of students* 
(Q.) p. HK). 

Inspection of primary schools by Sub- 
Inspectors of Schools, Goalundo 
Uiaiban)- (a) p. 5a. 

Non-Muslim stau of Sakbawat Memo- 
rial School for Muslim girls- (Q ) 
p. 68. s. w ; 

Number of artisans admitted in the 
Ahsanullah School of Engineering; 
(Q ) p. 66. 

Pa.^ and prospects of officers of Educa- 
^pn Department as recommended by 
Wordsworth Committee: (Q.) p. 66. 

Proposal regarding removal of Dacca 
University elsewhere: (Q.) p. 202. 

Realisation of primary education cess 
from railway companies in Bengal - 
(Q.) p. 64. 

office in the district 
of Tippera: (Q.)'p. 66. 

Stipends to Scheduled Caste atudenta 
p ia5 district: (Q.) 


For the sinking of additional tube 
wells in Calcutta: (Q.) n 6 
Tubt-wtilt H 

Sunk in Calcutta in apprehension o 
airraids: (Q.)' u. 6. 

Want 

Hf A. R. P. shelters in rented housei 
of Calcutta: (Q.) p. ig ^ 

WIthholdinf ^ ^ 

Of letters of security prisoners Iw 
Special Branch: (Q.) p. 99 ^ 

Zl^, Mr. A. M.A. ^ 

I^usaioin: pp. 288 

of strikes and trade disputei 
in jute nullB of Bengal: (Q.) pTsoy 








